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Mrs. Edith Way 
Retires at Surprise 


HE retirement of Mrs. Edith 
Way, chief operator-cashier 

at Surprise, under the pro- 
visions of our pension plan, 
- Was announc- 

ed early in 
January. The 
effective date 
was January 
5. The “News” 
editor notes 
Mrs. Way’s 
retirement 


Toll Business Was 
Heavy on Christmas 


New High Was Reached In 
Offered Business; Long 
Lines Congestion Hurt 
Completion Record. 


i paeies repeated warnings, le 
in Bell System national ad-| {3 
vertising, against the use of| |@ 
Long Distance lines for Christ- | | 
mas greetings — and despite | |aa 
any attempt at stimulation of | | 
this type of business by our | |Pa 
own Company—the total of| |, 
offered business reached a new | > feeling that it 
high on Christmas. The A. T.| vrs. Edith Way is startling 
& T. Company announced a) evidence of 
24% inerease over 1941, thus |the passage of time—having 
breaking previous records. ‘known the Way family well 
In Lincoln, the toll operat- | during his years as a cub news- 
ing department wrestled with paperman in Surprise. And 
2.404 offered calls from Lin-| that doesn’t seem so long ago 
coln and the territory on until the years are counted. 
Christmas Day, as against 1,862! Mrs. Way has given our Sur- 
offered calls on the same day prise subscribers fine tele- 
in 1941. However, a large por-| phone service for many years, 
tion of the increase in offered| and has well earned a more 
business this year came from) leisurely future. 
the soldiers at the Lincoln Air | She began her service with 
Base. Since most of these calls|the Surprise Telephone Com- 
were to eastern points—neces-| pany in September, 1922, and 
sitating routing through Chi-!| continued as chief operator- 
eago—and since Chicago was cashier through the years fol- 
posting delays of from two to lowing the Lincoln Company’s 
six hours, a high percentage purchase of the exchange in 
of cancellations resulted. As) 1923. 
a matter of fact, nearly 700 of} The new chief operator- 
the 1,092 cancellations chalked | ¢acshier at Surprise is Dorla 
up on Christmas Day were yy Fox, who comes to this 
from this source. Thus, al- position from Omaha, although 


though we were offered more ghe is a native of neighboring 
ealls this year than in 1941, 


we were successful in complet- 
ing only 1,312—as compared 
with 1,623 the previous Christ- 


siderable operating experience 
and will doubtless continue to 
render our usual good service 
mas. ‘to the people of this pictur- 


Chief Operator Berniece esque old Butler county town. 
Smith, of Lincoln, had her! 


force well organized to handle | 
the rush, with all available op-| Buried Cable 
erators on duty. It was more) 
than a little heart-breaking to 
these fine operators to find| HE entire new underground | 
that, although they were work- section of the transconti- 
ing harder than ever, their|nental cable, which the A. T.| 
record of completions was Sag- | & T. Company has had under | 
ging badly because of wre obama oe since late in) 
gested conditions in larger toll) 1940, was officially opened to 
centers throughout the nation.| service on December 21, 1942. 
It must be borne in mind) This section extends from 
that the tremendous conges-|Qmaha to Sacramento, Calif., | 
tion on Long Lines at Christ- | and it is in the portion of this | 
mas was something to be ex-| cable which crosses our terri- 
pected in this war year. It| tory that the Lincoln Company 
was, of course, increased by;owns circuits to Chicago, 
the fact that many Long Lines| Omaha, York and Grand Is- 
circuits are withheld from | land. This portion has been 
public use for the duration for} completed, and these circuits 
war emergencies, and by the|have been in operation, for 

further fact that no telegraph| more than one year. 
greetings were permitted this| It is now revealed that one 
year. of the prime reasons for the 
Insofar as Christmas Day | start of construction in 1940— 
traffic to and from points in|as well as the amazing speed 
our own territory was con-| with which the construction 
cerned, few if any delays were| was carried forward—was the 
encountered throughout the fact that war with Japan 
rush period, according to in- loomed as a distinct possibility 

formation available at this) as far back as 1939. 
time to the “News.” | The Omaha-Sacramento leg 
‘of the transcontinental cable 
lis all carried beneath the 
Cadre Noncoms ground, but the section be- 
Join the Colors ‘tween Omaha and Chicago is 
‘aerial cable and is, for this 


‘i balance of this Company’s | ; 
contribution to the much-dis- | T@aSon, subject to storm dam- 
cussed Signal Corps cadre—name- | age—although not to the ex- 


ly, the non-commissioned officers | tent that is likely with open 
— oa the pocion se heaw” | wire. There are four more 
enworta, On sLccenmer «| transcontinental circuits span- 


four men to join the colors at| *. 
this time were T. B. Hedges, Lin-| ing other parts of the nation, 


coln; Earl Schemmerhorn, Wy-| but all these are of open wire | 
more; R. R. Schouborg, Beatrice; | construction. | 
and G. A. Wasson, Lincoln—all | The Omaha-Sacramento de- | 


— 

plant employees. Accompanying | : 

them was Loren Jackson, Lincoln, Velopment is particularly not- 
a former employee and son of J.| able because it consists not of 
S. J eckson, pene ee ae one but of two sheathed cables | 
subsequently went to the Signal | a is 
Corps training center at Camp | See “BURIED CABLE | 
Crawder, Missouri. | Page 2, Col, 3 | 


Placed in Service 


| 
I appreciate the fact that this is a real achievement, considering the 


Rising City She has had con-| 
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A TRIBUTE FROM THE ARMY! 


Because the following letter is, in the words of President Frank H. 
Woods, “a tribute to our entire organization,’ he has asked that it be pub- 
lished in this issue of the “News.” We believe every employee will read 
Colonel Albright’s words with thrilling pride. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH SERVICE COMMAND 
Services of Supply 
Office of the Commanding General 


Omaha, Nebraska 
November 28, 1942 


Mr. Frank H. Woods, President, 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Dear Mr. Woods: 


In looking over the Army telephone installations in this Command, I 
note that your Company has provided five private branch exchanges in 
the two large projects in your territory. 


size of these installations, the additional labor required and the growing 
difficulty in obtaining critical material. 


I desire at this time to express my personal appreciation for the out- 
standing success of your Company in carrying out the assignment and for 
the fine spirit of cooperation with which the work has been done. 


Yours very truly, 


SIGNED: O.S. Albright 
Colonel, Signal Corps 
Chief, Communications Branch, Supply Division 


COMPANY PASSES BLACKOUT TEST 
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yee the air raid sirens howled at 10 p. m., on December 14, in Nebraska’s first blackout 
test, all Company exchanges were ready to go into complete darkness. And they did so 
at once, with only one or two minor mistakes reported. Special preparations to cover 
windows had been made only in Lincoln, Hastings, Beatrice and Tecumseh. In all other 
exchanges, down to the tiniest, the blackout was accomplished by lowering shades or venetian 
blinds, turning off all lights and operating the switchboards with the aid of Delta lanterns. 
No really serious problems were encountered due, in part at least, to the fact that operating 
loads dropped almost to the vanishing point during the blackout. 

Pictured above are windows in various operating departments in Lincoln, showing the 
different types of window covering used. No. 1 and No. 3 show the sliding panels made 
of wall board which were used in the toll test room and the toll operating room. No. 2 shows 
a different type of composition board which was used to cover the big windows in the serv- 
ice department. One panel in each window is removable for daytime use No. 4 shows 
an experiment that didn’t “take”’—one lone window in the service department painted pitch 
black. In No. 1 we see Toll Wire Chief Charles Peachman, right, and his brother Henry; in 
No. 2 are Local Wire Chief Jay Pugsley and Lydia Schneider, typist; and in No. 4is Adella 
Kyckelhahn, chief operator of the service board. 


MUTUAL BENEFIT 
GROUP IS ORGANIZED 


Board of Directors Is Elected 
and Organization Perfected; 
Seaton, Donley, Franklin, 
Barney Are Officers. 


ie a meeting in Lincoln, on 
December 19, of the recent- 
ly elected board of directors of 
the new Telephone Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association, 
officers were 


the following 
elected to. 
head the or- 
ganization 
during 1943: 
President, 
Guy O. Sea- 
ton; Vice 
President, C. 
C. Donley; 
Secretary, M. 
W. Franklin; 
Treasurer, «9 == 
George P. Guy O. Seaton, 
Barney. President 


As announced in last month’s 
“News,” the new organization 
came into being in December, 
when more than 80% of our 
employees (excluding opera- 
tors) signed up for member- 
ship. At the time the Decem- 
ber “News” went to press, it 
was not possible to give the 
names of the directors, since 
balloting by members was still 
in progress. 

Ballots containing 20 names 
picked from the membership 
at large—with due regard for 
equitable distribution of can- 
didates throughout the vari- 
ous departments and territor- 
ial divisions—were mailed to 
all members in December, 
with the request that votes be 
cast for a directorate of 15. 
Provision was made for 
‘“‘write-ins” in case the list had 
omitted some names desired 
by voting 
members. The 
final tabula- 
tion of ballots 
showed the 
following to 
be elected as 
directors for 
1943: George 
P. Barney, 
Vern Camp- 


‘bell C&Pe. 
C.C. Donley, Donley, Kent 
Vice President Eno, M. W. 


Franklin, 
George Hansen, J. L. Lyne, 
Norman Ott, Jay Pugsley, E. 
H. Royce, Guy O. Seaton, 
James E. Smith, Herman 
Studier, Max C. Walker and 
Asa B. Waters. Mr. Campbell 
is from David City, Mr. Smith 
from Auburn, and Mr. Walker 
from Hastings. All other di- 
rectors are from Lincoln. 


All directors except Mr. 
Walker were present at the 
December 19th organization 
meeting, in the general office 
club room in Lincoln. At this 
meeting the proposed articles 
of association and the by-laws 
were read, discussed article by 
article and, after some clarifi- 
cation changes and amend- 
ments, were adopted by unani- 
mous vote. 


The directors then  pro- 
ceeded to elect four of their 
number to serve as officers 
during 1943. The officers 

See “MUTUAL BENEFIT” 

Page 2, Col. 3 


i ‘Mutual Benefit” 
From Page Il, Col. 6 


named above 
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‘eyes of your 
reporter— 
were elected 
without any 
dissenting 
votes except 
their own! 
After the ex- 
haustive (and 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
“A Nebraska Company Serving Its People” 


exhausting) 
discussions 
which had 
been going on for hours, no 
one was in a mood to pay the 
slightest attention to the 
screams of anguished protest 
coming from the men upon 
whom the honors were pinned! 


M. W. Franklin, 
Secretary 
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(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


ERE’S a story about our General Manager which sounds . 

like one of those Abbott and Costello double-talk baseball} As pointed out in last 
broadcasts. To get the point of this one, you have to know|month’s “News,” the purpose 
what the code term “AG” means in traffic parlance. Traffic | of the Association 1s to poe. 
Superintendent Brewster tells me—and, of course, all you traf- | alam ce Re ne 
fic folks know this—that the letters mean “try again.” | benefits _ ei a Reacwah 
Which doesn’t make much sense to me, but I guess it’s all rsa pane er se ac it 
right. You'd think they’d use the letters “TA” but they don’t | fs pereibie to keep it. Under 
—so on with our story. Mr. Agee was in a northern city re-| spe by-laws adopted by the di- 
cently and wanted to place a Long Distance call. He gave the rectors, immediate member- 
operator the called party’s name and address and, when she | ship is open to all full time em- 
asked his name, he naturally said “Agee.” Brightening at -ployees (except operators) 
once, the operator said, “Oh, you know the code, do you?) who are now actively at work, 
We'll be glad to try again on that call if you’ll just give us|; New employees become eligi- 
your name.” Swallowing hard, our General Manager re- | ble for membership upon the 
peated, “Agee.”” There was a short pause and then the opera- ue tigi aga days con- 
tor remarked, “As I said before, we’ll be very glad to ‘AG’ | tinuous service. 
your call if you will just tell us your name.” Our G. M.| wegen Tas ee ate one 
began to breathe heavily. “I’ve already told you it’s Agee,” | ascire a " eee = 
he wheezed. There was a longer pause. Finally, the operator °" vine SECOU January te 
eame up with this: “Listen, mister—let’s just play this never |; provi Sioa ae 
happened and you go to bed and put an ice-pack on your, made for ad- 
head and everything will be ducky in the morning. But if) ditional meet- 
you insist on going through with this, we’ve just gotta have ings to be 
your name. The folks who run this company are funny that called for spe- 
way. Now, will you please stop trying to be a comedian and cific reasons 
tell me your name?” Our General Manager took a deep breath at ahy time 
and practically blew the transmitter off the handpiece. | |g upon the writ- 
“Agee, Agee, Agee,” he shrieked. “I keep trying to tell you | ten request of 


it’s Agee!” The operator didn’t let it frighten her. “Don’t | 15% of the 
get tough with me, big boy,” she remarked. “I heard you say | aaa eae 
‘AG’ the first time. But what’s your name?” Mr. Agee took | Geo. P. Barney, olices Caii- 


ing these spe- 
cial meetings 
will state their purpose, and 


a firm grip on himself. “Mustn’t let the blood pressure get, = Treasurer 
up,” he whispered. ‘“Mustn’t cuss—mustn’t blow my top. 
Must count to ten and all that stuff!” So he waited until he nos ober bicsinoss except that 
was all calm and peaceful again and then, in his most dulcet' outlined will be transacted. 

tones, he said, “Listen, young lady—let’s not get excited about) The Association dues have, 
this. After all, this is just a telephone call—not an invitation | for the present, been set at $1 
to a duel. I’m in this business, too, and the way we are going per month, which is collected 
now will only lead to bloodshed, and may set the telephone/as a payroll deduction. All 


industry back a couple of hundred years. If you can’t hear; members have given the Asso- 


you just can’t hear, and that’s all there is to it.” The operator 
cracked right back at him. “Oh, fine,” she said. “So now I 
ean’t hear! Listen, mister—you just tell me your name and 
Pll slap your call at you so fast you’ll think Alexander Graham 
Bell is operating this board. Now, be a nice little man and 
tell me your name—and if you say ‘AG’ again I’ll scream!” 
Controlling himself with superhuman effort, our G. M. once 
more said, “It’s Agee!” Whereupon, the gal made good and 
screamed. “Yipe,” she shriekéd, “here we go again!” Well, 
it went on like that for a long, long time, and I’ll not bore 
you with any more of the ghastly details. Typical of all her 
kind, the operator never did let her temper get the best of 
her and, though he wanted to tear the telephone out by its 
roots and wind it around the nearest chandelier, Mr. Agee also 
controlled himself valiantly for the honor of the industry. 
Finally, after carefully reciting his life history, he got the 
operator to agree that it might be possible for an individual 
to have a name that sounded like an operating code. After 
that, things went swimmingly, but Mr. Agee is considering 
an attempt to get the entire industry to change “AG” to some- 
thing else. “After all,” he muses, “it seems sort of silly. 
Doesn’t make sense. Anybody could think those letters stood 
for “All Gone”—which is what I was when I finally got my 
party!” But Brother Brewster insists that it will be much 
simpler, and far more practical, for Mr. Agee to change his 
name to Snodgrass or Pettibone or something equally easy to 
understand over the telephone! 


I’ve often wondered just what a board of directors does 
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ciation demand notes for $10, 
for the purpose of creating a 
reserve fund until such a fund 
can be built out of cash re- 
ceipts. If the experience of 
other similar groups can be re- 
lied upon as a guide, it is not 
anticipated that members will 
be called upon to pay these 
notes. As a matter of fact, it 
is deemed likely that our own 
experience in the next few 
years will make possible a 
moderate reduction in the 
monthly dues. 

The schedule of hospital and 
surgical benefits has already 
been placed in the hands of all 
present and prospective mem- 
bers, and it does not seem nec- 
essary to repeat the informa- 
tion here. It does seem logi- 
cal, however, to point out the 
fact that these benefits are 
considerably more liberal than 
those offered to comparable 
groups of employees in other 
lines of employment. 

This organization comes into 
being as a result of a concerted 
demand from employees — a 


when it gets itself assembled. Now I know. I sat in on the |demand to which expression 


organization meeting of the board of directors of the newly 
formed Employees Mutual Benefit Association, and I want to 
tell you members that your directors were right in there 


has been given for a number 
of years. Hopes for its success 
are justifiably based upon the 
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‘sion in either direction. 


pitching for you. The boys practically talked themselves into | remarkable record of achieve-| 


a stupor in making sure that every single sentence of the by- 
laws meant just what it was supposed to mean. Why, they 
spent two hours just getting up to the third paragraph! And 
they were not telling stories, either! The directors of this | 
new employee group are sincerely doing their best to make| 


sure that you, as a member, get the utmost hospitalization and 
surgical service that it is possible to give you and still hold| 


your monthly premium payment down to a reasonable fig-| 


ure. A fine bunch of officers was elected and, from every 
angle that I can see, the future of this cooperative effort looks 
very bright indeed! —N. O. 


ment made by the Employees 
Cooperative Credit Associa- 
tion. The “News” feels certain 
that these hopes will all be 
realized. 


Teresa Casari, accounting 
department, Lincoln, and Mar- 
tin Berlowitz, Lincoln, were 
united in marriage on Decem- 
ber 26, 1942. 


possible to carry on twelve 


January, 1943 
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OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS— 


WE HAVE just read what we said in this space one year ago. 

What we thought might happen has happened. The war 
brought many problems and has taken many of our employees. 
During the year, 60 of our employees entered the military serv- 
ice of our country. There have been many marriages among 
our traffic folks and, of course, some shifting 
of employment, so that we find today we 
have over 400 employees who have been with 
us less than one year. 


“Buried Cable” 


From Page l, Col. 2 


providing one-way transmis- 
By 
use of carrier equipment, it is 


conversations at once on each 
two pairs of wires, with an 
enormous saving in copper at 
a time when it is badly needed. 
Telephone service isnow more 
dependable and flexible than 
ever. Without the cables and 
carrier equipment it would be 
impossible for the nation to 
conduct business over the tele- 
phone on a “more-or-less-as- 
usual” basis during a great 
war. 


To all of these new employees we extend 
a special welcome. We hope you find our 
Company a good place to work—we are sure 
you will find pleasant, cooperative people 
here to work with. 


The War Manpower Commission in Wash- 
ington has been given complete control over 
employment everywhere in the country for 
the duration. Our industry has been classi- 
fied as an essential industry and it looks now 
as though the desire of the government to stabilize industry will 
result in definite requirements for government approval before 
we can employ anyone or before an employee can change em- 
ployers. That seems a little queer to us Americans, but what- 
ever is necessary to win this war and win it quickly will be ac- 
cepted by all of us without complaining, I’m sure. 


We extend best wishes for the New Year to all of you. 
—J. H. AGEE. 


Many Lincoln Company em- 
ployees, though they remem- 
ber the excitement of those 
days in 1941 when the cable 
plows were in our territory, 
have probably let the cable’s 
existence almost pass from 
their minds. But, because of 
the speed with which it was 
placed, plus the tremendous 
lift it will give so opportunely | construction will stand as one| telephone industry’s amazing 
to the nation’s war effort, its'of the great milestones in the| history. 


————— 
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SIX EMPLOYEES NOW IN UNCLE SAM'S SERVICE 
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The “News” is, finally, beginning to acquire enough pictures of employees “in the service” to justify 
a separate layout. 1. Tech Sgt. Jack Huddleston, construction department, son of Bert Huddleston, 
general storekeeper. Jack enlisted in the Signal Corps in February, 1942. He is now located at McDill 
Field, Tampa, Fla., and is in charge of maintenance and installation of cable, lines and telephones. 
2. Capt. Don Cunningham, supply department, brother of Harold Cunningham, chief clerk in the sup- 
ply office. Don is in the 92nd Armored Force and is stationed at Ft. Bragg, N. C. 3. James L. Bazter, 
Jr., construction department, is a member of an anti-aircraft battalion at Camp Callen, Calif. 4. Wilma 
McIntire, Lincoln business office, who was the Company’s first WAAC. This picture was taken while 
she was in training at Des Moines, Iowa. 5. Gay T. Henderson, supply deparement, is now taking Sig- 
nal Corps officer’s training at Ft. Mommouth, N. J. 6. Here is another of Bert Huddleston’s fighting 
sons—Wilfred R., of the construction department. He enlisted in the Marines in November, 1942, and 
expects to be finished with his training, at San Diego, Calif., during January. 


HOWARD SMITH MOVES UP! 


' 


HE “News” editor—very red faced, by the way—feels 

a Sincere desire to pay a bit more than the usual 
honor this month to Howard Smith, of Lincoln. The 
reason is that Howard was named’ manual equipment 
foreman, in the Lincoln main switchroom, on May 16, 
1942—and the “News” completely missed the promo- 
tion! Howard, with his usual modesty, had never men- 
tioned the matter to us and, when we finally tumbled 
to our oversight, he was all for letting matters stand as 
they were. But we just can’t do that to a swell fellow 
like Howard. He succeeded D. C. “Doc” Wilson when 
the latter became maintenance inspector in the Western 
district in May, 1942. 


We haven’t yet figured out how we came to miss 
this particular organization change, but we are here 
doing our best to make amends. Howard entered the 
telephone business at Harvard, in 1917. He was a line- 
man in the Western district for a number of years, 
and was later wire chief at Adams, and manager at Aus 
Talmage, Dunbar and Ceresco. After serving as combinationman at Wahoo, he entered 
the Lincoln main switchroom in 1928, and quickly developed into a top flight switch- 
man. He spent several years in the dial office at Seward, returning to Lincoln in 1931. 
Howard is a genuine master of his craft and, as an instructor of younger men, is pa- 
tience, tolerance and kindliness personified. Step forward and take a bow, Mr. Smith 
—and please accept our apologies for our oversight. 


1 


Howard Smith 


»s 


January, 1943 
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Pkhyliks Tavior, Associate 


Ashland 


Santa Claus visited the Ashland of- | 
shucking. 


. on December 21. After his visit, 
Manager John Potter and Mrs. Potter 
treated the office personnel to a lunch 
at the Silver cafe. . 
Dora Moran and “Jerry” McDowell 
bought a Christmas tree, and in the af- 
ternoon Pauline Eaton and Dora did a 


splendid job of decorating it. .. Phyllis | 
Welch spent two days in Lincoln the | 


week of December 20, helping Santa 
with A new employee in our 
midst is Verla Rau. . 


sifts 
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latter part of December. 


the 


Beaver Crossing 


with quite a few 
eezes” lately. The good old winter 
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_ On December 24, | 


Syracuse 


“Dick” Morgan spent the remainder 
of his vacation in the cornfield, the 
week of December 138. He’s getting to 
be quite an authority on the art of corn 
Mrs. Marguerite Lock- 
hart spent Christmas and the following 
week-end in Omaha.... Margery Wen- 
ninghoff was a bridesmaid at her cou- 


| sin’s wedding on November 29.... The 
_employees held their annual “Saint 
| Nicholas” party on December 22. The 


oceasion was a dinner 
cafe. The table 
Christmas motif 


at the victory 
was decorated in the 
with yule logs to 


/match the centerpiece. After the dinner, 


_. Welcome Verla! | 
. Manager Potter took his vacation | 


gifts were exchanged. 


Wahoo 


Ruth Trutna, former operator and 


‘now a member of the W.A.A.C.’s, has 


| completed 


olds are “on the loose” once again....| 


Raucher, formerly 
operator-cashier, 


Don 
chief 
r office in December. 
in Los Angeles. 
operator-cashier, was on the “sick list”’ 
December 21. 
happy to receive 
ecard from Mr. 
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visited 


lovely 
former 


a 
Mapel, 


David City 

The men of the David City exchange 
held their annual Christmas party on 
December 19, in form of a duck din- 
ner at Bruno. Mr. Campbell was pre- 
sented with a gift from the employees. 
On December 21, the women held 
their dinner at the Perkins hotel. They 
feasted on turkey and all the trimmings 


- Bill Behrns has left us at the re-| 


quest of the Marines. Sorry to see you 


go, Bill, and the very best of luck to 
you. Two girls who let the ice “set 
them down,” and who consequently 


missed a few days of work, are Betty 


Nellie | 


She now lives | 
_. Emma Allison, chief | 


We were all very | 
Christmas | 
area | 
manager, who now lives in California. | 


' 
| 


| ages. 


Michael and Irene Swan of the traffic | 
' been home, the day would have been 


department. Betty made a ‘crash land- 
ing” 
head. Irene gave her ankle a nasty 
twist. We're sorry about your “spills” 
girls. It seems like Andy Holt is 


in their drive way, landing on her | 
because, they are-well and happy. . 


| taken 


going to have guests the year ‘round. | 


His daughter and granddaughter, Judy, 
from Indiana were his most 
visitors. 

Milford 
The girls here exchanged names this 


vear and bought Christmas gifts. .. 
very pretty tree decorated the office 
and the packages were placed beneath 
it. On December 24, the gifts were dis- 


tributed and everyone enjoyed them. | , 


No refreshments were served this year, 


A /suitcases and boxes was 


recent | 


her training at Fort Des 
Moines and is now stationed in Bangor, 
Maine. Bertilee Blacker took her 
vacation from December 22 to Decem- 
ber 31. She spent her leisure time at 
her home in Seward... . Zella Preston 
spent Christmas at her home in Sew- 
ard. . Emily Hanus and Maxine 
Heidbreder were also out-of-town visit- 
ors during the holiday. 


Weeping Water 


Mr. and Mrs. O. B. Dill spent the 
Christmas holiday in David City. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Deparimenis 


Clara Jones, Associate Editor 


The lull after a storm has certainly 
hit the accounting department once 
again. Last week promptly at noon 
everyone went tearing out as though 
they were going to catch a train, to 
return, just at one, loaded with pack- 
Well, it’s all over now except 
the exchanging. We only hope your 
Christmas was as pleasant as ours. If 
the rest of our family just could have 
but not complaining, 


perfect, we are 


Several late vacations are still being 
in the accounting department. 
Frances Virgil spent some time in 
David City visiting friends and rela- 
tives. We had a notion to ask permis- 
sion to see Frances to the bus, because 


if she really took along all the things 


she had planned to take, it would have 


| Was 


and vou can’t guess why—of course the | 


. 


coffee, sugar rationing, etc. had nothing 
with it! 
Nebraska City 

According to the commercial depart- 
ment no one has gone anywhere or done 
anything of interest during the month 
of December... . However, things have 
certainly been “popping” for this bit of 
news. _ Rita Simunaci, formerly of 


to do 


us the week-end of December 20. 
Ruth Langenfeld resigned December 
29 She will move to Omaha where she 
is going to work in the telephone of- 
fice. .. . Good luck, Ruth... . Evelyn 
Sprague spent the week-end of Decem- 
ber 27 at her home in Wymore. ; 
We're very sorry to report that Velma 
Abker has been ill at her home in 
Otoe. We wish you a speedy recovery 
Velma. ... Back from their vacations 
are Josie Shoemaker and Jean Jac'x- 
son. Josie reported that a "certain fel- 
low” in uniform was home for the holi- 
days. . . . Nadine Borland spent a few 
days in Baltimore, Maryland, visiting 
her “heart throb,’ who is also wearing 
a uniform. She had a very nice trip | 
considering the crowded traveling con- 
ditions. 


Platismouth 


The employees at the Plattsmouth ex- 
ehange held their annual Christmas 
party on December 17, and loads of fun 
were had by all. Mr. Eckles, area man- 
ager, was unable to be present due to 
the fact that he had been confined to 
his home for a week with the flu. We 
were sorry that he couldn't be present. 
The party started with a bingo contest 
and the prizes were won by Helen 
Ledgeway and John Schutz. The grab 
bag contents proved to put everyone 
in quite a hilarious mood for the re- 
mainder of the evening. After an ex- 
change of gifts, a most delicious lunch 
was served by Mrs. Tartsch, cashier, 
and Hilda Wallengren, chief operator. 
_.. Mr. and Mrs. Claude M. Bull and 
daughter, Joan, spent the Christmas 
holiday with their relatives at David 


City. ... Visitors in Dorchester for the 
holiday, were Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ab- | 
rams. ... Elva Johnson, operator, re- 


signed December 19 to accept a posi- 
tion at the bomber plant in Omaha as a 
P.B.X. operator. ... Mrs. Hope Jones, | 
former chief operator in 1925, is now | 
employed in the Plattsmouth traffic de- 
partment. Mrs. Jones’ former name was 
Hope -Mathis. . . . Mrs. Gerald Pittam. 
daughter of Mr. Eckles visited her par- | 
ents during the Christmas holiday... 
On Christmas eve, Eunice Beverage, | 
operator, became the bride of Carl E. | 
Tiekotter. On Christmas Day the young | 
bride and groom were entertained at a 
lovely wedding dinner at the home of | 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Tiekotter. Congrat- | 
ulations, Mrs. Tiekotter, may you have | 
continued happiness in your new home. 


Seward 

Sunday, December 13, was the day | 
the girls at the Seward exchange held | 
their Christmas party. After eating a 
nice dinner, they went to one of the 
local theaters. A very nice time was re- | 
ported by all.... Alma Grigsby spent 
Christmas Day in Ulysses, Nebraska. 


been worth seeing. Among the many 
one contain- 
ing a large wedding cake. However, it 
for a niece, whose wedding 
Frances attended while she was there. 
Virginia Barnard took a couple 
weeks vacation which she spent very 
pleasantly in Lincoln. Virginia didn’t 
plan to go anywhere but she went 


down to the depot to watch the trains 


that 
our office and now, employed by the | 
Northwestern Bell, of Omaha, visited 


come in, anyway. Well, take it from 
an eyewitness, she did all right. Who 


should step off one of those trains, but | 


Sergeant John Bath of Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Confidentially, John is the 
best part of the Army as far as Vir- 
ginia is concerned, and we will agree 
he was looking swell. 


1. Bruce J. Sievers, assistant general auditor, turns his back on Nebraska’s monumental capitol to look at a camera—which just goes to 
2. Clara Jones, order supervisor in revenue accounting, aided the Christmas 


show that there is no accounting for accounting tastes! 
filing cabinet. 3. Hugo Staley, foreman in the Lincoln 


spirit in the big “north room” by fashioning an entrancing winter scene atop a 

main office switchroom, samples some of his own service and finds it good! Hugo doesn’t do a great deal of talking, but he performs 

s in the Lincoln operating room—Elsie Anderson, left, and Margaret Lindblad. They “keep the 

6. Here’s another big smile—from Ashland’s new 

7. E. H. Wellman, combinationman at Hebron, is one of the best-known and best-liked men in 

Thayer county. 8. “Pat” Flynn, Lincoln, one of the feminine members of the accounting department’s printing service unit. 9. Adorned 
with her “working kit,’ Doris Bartcher, operator at Hebron, faces the camera. 


like a giant on his job. 4. Two busy gal 
records straight.” 5. Smiling and attractive Melva Wright, operator at Tecumseh. 
assistant chief operator, Dora Moran. 


..| A. W Holecomb’s gang... 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


|Riggs spent her vacation with her 
daughter at Wichita, Kansas. Almost 
invariably, when Rose goes to Kansas, 
we have a severe storm or flood. It 
seems like a dirty trick to blame the 
heavy snow and sleet on Rose, but we 
wonder! Ruth Brown really had 
herself a swell time in Buffalo, New 
York, where she was visiting a friend. 

. Our wishes for all the happiness 
in the world go to Averil Smith this 
month. Averil is wearing a beautiful 
/diamond on that certain finger. The 
lucky man is Staff Sergeant Don Adler 
of the Lincoln Air Base. While we 
| haven't had the pleasure of meeting 
Don personally, we know he is tops to 
rate so high with Averil. ... Roy Gal- 
ley took a few more days vacation at 
Christmas time. He probably wanted 
to take Judy to see Santa Claus but 
you can’t fool us—we have heard of 
these daddies that buy their little boy 
a train, so they can show him how to 
run it! ... Elvannah Hausner, “Van” 
to us, went to her home in Brainard to 
sleep and eat for her vacation. She 
said she was really looking forward 
to it and who wouldn't. . May we 
extend our heartiest welcome to the 
baby daughter who arrived Sunday, 
December 20 to make her home with 
Daddy and Mama Eden. The proud 
father, Bud Eden, works in the en- 
gineering department. 


Construction Department 
L. C. Jenkins, Associate Editor 


Lately the ‘“‘A’s” and “B’s”’ are hav- 
ing some trouble with their feet. It 
seems as though around the bottom of 
telephone poles, there is quite a bit of 
danger of slipping on ice and turning 
of ankles—at any rate, two of our most 
trusted employees sprained their an- 
'kles. So the battle seems to continue 
against mashed fingers and sprained 
'ankles and the victims are always ‘‘A”’ 
and “B.” ... A recent transfer from 
the construction department was T. R. 
DeWolf to the Western district. Jack 
Eisenbarth has been transferred to 
| Harry Moss’s gang, and Jack Little to 
| . Three new 
| gains to the army are R R. Schouborg, 
'G. A. Wasson and T. B. Hedges. These 
| boys left Wednesday afternoon on De- 
cember 16 to report to their respective 
camps. Good luck fellows. Mr. 
Boyles and Mr. Schmeltzer have been 
/ill with colds but are recovering nicely. 
After the changeable weather we've 
been having, it is no wonder everyone 
and his dog has had colds. . Paul 
'Sehmeltzer and Joy Dobbs started to 
Hastings the other day during the sleet 
storm. A news flash has come in saying 
that although Paul admits Joy is a 
good driver, he still could not help 
|tearing out the upholstering, tear- 
ing off the door handles, hiding in the 
back under the seat, bursting out win- 
dows, and many other things that could 
be mentioned—but we won’t mention 
them—well to make a long story short 
Paul suffered severely from shock... . 
The sleet storm that came so close of 
causing a lot of grief did give this de- 


|partment another thrill. We refer to 
. Rose | Don “Brick” Smith and his gang. They 


| 


were on their way to Lincoln from the 
Western district when all of a sudden 
they hit the dividing line, or the line 
where the dry pavement ends and the 
sleet begins, the truck started one way 
and the trailer loaded with poles 
moved in another direction. For a while 
Charley Riedel, Deke Simpson, Ole 
Nelson and “Brick’’ thought Clyde 
Pierce had started his Christmas holi- 
day sort of early but again old man 
luck straightened things out for them 
and the boys came on into Lincoln.... 
Vera Baade and Madelon Weldon spent 
their Christmas visiting in their home. 
The rest of us in the construction of- 
fice were already home and most of 
us remained there. 


General Offices 
Christine Witt, Associate Editor 


Mr. Hale, commercial engineer, de- 
cided he needed a few days of rest 
after the enormous Christmas dinner. 
He vacationed at home the following 
week. . Mr. Sturtevant, plant stat- 
istician, and Mrs. Sturtevant spent the 
Christmas holidays with the latter’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Conant at 
York. ... We have a “first time grand- 
pa” in the commercial department, and 
he seems to be enjoying his new title. 
The new “grandpappy” is the ‘‘News’’ 
editor—his son Wayne, of Laguna 
Beach, California, having notified him 
of the arrival of a daughter in his 
home on December 17. Mr. Ott was 
threatening to grow a long white beard 
to make sure that his new status would 
be recognized but, after a few of his 
friends (?) informed him that he had 
been looking like a grandpa for years, 
he became very quiet about the entire 
matter! Miss Erdmann, commer- 
cial department, spent a very pleasant 
two weeks vacation at home... . Your 
correspondent spent Christmas week- 
end with her mother at Axtell, Kansas. 
. . (Editor’s Note: Our assistant, Miss 
Witt, fails to tell you of a big moment 
in her life. She is now wearing a 
“sparkler’’ on her left hand, placed 
there by S/Sgt. Wm. Hubbell, of Allen, 
Michigan.) 

Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 
Now that gasoline rationing is in full 
swing in the middle west, we have had 
a very quiet month, the Christmas per- 
iod being especially dormant, since 
most of us spent the holiday at or near 
home. With still more rationing in 
prospect for the coming year, we find 
it rather hard to greet the New Year 
with our customary enthusiasm; never- 
theless, we know that the turning point 
of the war has come and that victory 
on the world’s battlefields awaits us. 
Russell Rauch was on vacation 
December 20 to 26, but instead of 
spending the period in the usual holi- 
day activities, he joined many who 
volunteered to assist the postoffice with 
the Christmas mail and served as a 
temporary mail carrier. What we don’t 
understand was that Russ turned up for 
work the Monday after his vacation, 
fresh as a daisy and none the worse 
for having lugged around a heavy mail 


sack all day long for six days. ... The 
blackout test on December 14 found a 
number of shop and storeroom boys 
on the job as assistant wardens or 
block wardens. Kent Eno, Lowell John- 
son, Russell Rauch, Richard Grant, 
William Murphy, Wesley Haas, and 
John Reed patrolled assigned areas in 
the 20-minute blackout. E. T. Wester- 
hoff of the supply office also took part. 
All went through the experience with- 
out anything unusual to report. 
Homer Wood was the guest of honor, 
December 21, at a birthday luncheon 
sponsored by his old friends and co- 
workers, G. P. Barney, Herbert Hud- 
dleston, Kent Eno, Harry Schilling, and 
Ted Nyden. Homer is a real old timer, 
having been associated with the tele- 
phone industry since 1904. Everyone, 
Homer most of all, enjoyed getting to- 
gether to while away the hour with 
reminiscences. Ted Nyden was 
transferred to the supply department 
from the service department on De- 
cember 15 to take the place of our 
former blacksmith, Lars Jensen, who 
resigned last November. Ted’s experi- 
ence as machinist before he came to 
the Company twelve years ago quali- 
fies him for this position. Glad to have 
you with us, Ted! .. . Betty Schuette 
of the supply office, who has been as- 
sisting Harry Smith of the motor ve- 
hicle department with his office work, 
left on January 1 to accept a position 
with the Union Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Lincoln... . Oscar Lewis’ son, 
Joseph Dewey, is now in the Air Corps 
at Luke Field, Phoenix, Arizona. Joe 
recently sent us a Christmas card ad- 
dressed to “‘a fine bunch of folks at the 
Telephone Company.” . Richard 
Grant was host to his brother Welton, 
combinationman at Beatrice, and his 
family over the week-end. . . . We lost 
two more co-workers to the Navy. Paul 
Black is now at the Navy Air Training 
School at Fairbury, and Robert Wohl- 
berg left us for the U. S. Naval Train- 
ing Station at Great Lakes, [llinois on 
December 21. Bob, son of Oscar Wohl- 
berg of the local commercial office, 
recently wrote his father asking to be 
remembered to a ‘fine group of fel- 
lows at the shop.” In addition, Floyd 
Henson enlisted in the Army Ajr 
Corps in the early part of December 
and will leave any time. . We re- 
ceived letters from Gay Henderson at 
Fort Monmouth, N. J., Pvt. Ernest Bar- 
ney at Hondo, Texas, and Pvt. Joseph 
Nosky at San Deigo, California. The 
boys are up to the neck in the various 
phases of Army training, but are do- 
ing fine. We also heard from Pvt. Ger- 
ald Henderson at Oceanside, California. 
His letter of December 24 indicates that 
he is soon to leave for an unknown 
destination. All appreciated receiving 
Christmas gifts from the Company.... 
Carl Hedstrom, cable splicer, is work- 
ing temporarily in the general repair 
shop while recovering from a sprained 
ankle. Norman Zipp, also of the con- 
struction department worked in the 
shop for several days until he had re- 
cuperated sufficiently from a similiar 
injury to return to his regular duties. 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


...L. A. Stacy received a letter from 
Ray Overcash, a former supplier, who 
left in May to take a position in the 
Navy Yard near Seattle, Washington. 
Ray is now in charge of a crew of sev- 
en men wiring electrical controls on 
ships. He says that though he is deeply 
interested in his work, he still misses 
his former acquaintances in the supply 
department. We all miss you, too, Ray, 
and hope to see you again sometime in 
the not-too-distant future! 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 


Our Christmas was_ considerably 
brightened this year by expressions of 
friendship and affection from various 
well wishers. Good old Newens sent a 
card which started off: ‘‘Hello, Pal. I 
hope you have a lousy Christmas.” But 
probably the high light was a portrait 
painted by that artist’s artist, Joe 
Hartley. Everybody said it was a strik- 
ing pose, but we must say we were a 
little disappointed. We always thought 
he was pretty good, as artists go, but if 
that halo around our head doesn’t look 
like an axe then we never saw one. 
Not that you will ever be concerned 
with the mechanics of halos, Hartley, 
but for your information they don't 
have handles. We wanted to get him 
something precious and unique in re- 
turn and this year we could think of 
nothing more appropriate than a can 
of coffee. However, we didn’t have 
much luck. We looked all over town 
and nobody had the kind he drinks-— 
“drip” coffee. ... The government has 
requested that people who have been 
collecting Indian head pennies put 
them in circulation to add to the na- 
tion’s copper supply. We don’t know 
if anyone in the business office saves 
old pennies: or not, but everyone we 
talked to thought the plan was a good 
idea. Cleveland said he would be glad 
to cooperate but he had never started 
to save Indian heads and so didn’t have 
any to circulate. But we are inclined 
to doubt that statement. Maybe he 
hasn’t any old pennies hoarded away, 
but anyone will tell you that at least 
he usually carries a scent.... We met 
a friend the other day and after a few 
preliminaries he asked, ‘‘Well, and how 
are you and your old pal Fielding 
Woods hitting it off these days?’ Na- 
turally that put quite a crimp in the 
conversation right off the bat. There 
are so many recent additions to the 
force that we had better explain that 
Woods is the man, loosely speaking, 
who used to work (?) here several 
years ago before moving to Baltimore. 
He joined the Chesapeake and Potomac 
Telephone Company. Our friend con- 
tinued that he had noticed an article 
in the ‘‘News’”’ some time ago to the ef- 
fect that Woods’ office address there 
was 124 Light Street. The article went 
on to say that the numbering system 
of most cities is pretty much the same, 
and if Baltimore and Lincoln are any- 
where alike, his corresponding address 
here would be right down under the 
west end of the O street viaduct, only 
probably it is a fish market in Bal- 
timore. We hasten to assure our friend, 
however, that Woods has materially 
bettered himself in recent years and 
now offices at 320 St. Paul. As anyone 
can see, that is at least two blocks 
closer to this end of the viaduct than 
his original location. We went down 
to the viaduct, as a matter of fact, a 
few days ago just to see for ourselves 
how the old boy was progressing. We 
figure that since he has been in Balti- 
more he has advanced to the extent of 
about fourteen side tracks and a load- 
ing platform. . Lee Schlentz, our 
leading ‘‘man about town,” has been 
having quite a struggle lately with the 
intricacies of the long distance situa- 
tion. What with government rules and 
regulations on this and that, it leaves 
our friend somewhat in a state of con- 
fusion. He finally has most of it clear 
in his mind, but there is one point he 
would like to get straight on, which is: 
If R. C. Parsons should call up another 
Mr. Parsons would it be a “Parson to 
Parson” call. ... We have had several 
laid up from one thing or another 
lately which of course always gives us 
cause for great concern. So far, how- 
ever, all that it has given us is just the 
cause. .. . Marj Whiting, our popular 
and efficient PBX operator, George 
Walroth, our efficient credit manager, 
and Betty Roeder, our LT 50 specialist, 
were away for several days. We hoped 
it would be nothing worse than creep- 
ing paralysis or the Black Plague, but 
unfortunately it turned out that they 
had a light case of the flu. . And 
Myrtle Hiner, one of everybody's favor- 
ite people, skidded at the wrong time 
when going around the bend in the 
lobby with the throttle open on her 
way to lunch one day. She twisted her 
ankle as she fell, but fortunately lit on 
her head and so suffered no damage of 
consequence. . . . Our two official Air 
Raid Wardens, George “Turn-Out-Them 
-Lights,” Walroth, and Mike ‘‘No-Miss- 
Schmalz-‘all_ clear’-does-not-mean-that 
Papa-has-gone-to-bed”’ Egan had their 
big moment during the night of the 
test black out. George, you know has 
charge of a district and Mike is war- 
den for his block. Both report that 
everything clicked off smoothly just 
like people had been doing it for years 
—of course, the real test will come 
when they spring one on us unan- 
nounced. But we think the boys will 
be up to the job. ... We understand 
that our friend Ade Newens has taken 
exception to our story last month that 
the Army had a hard time digging up 
a pair of shoes big enough for him. He 
says the Army has shoes bigger than 
his and for that matter the Navy does, 
too. So it seems that we owe our old 
pal an apology. If both the Army and 
Navy have them it shows just how 
wrong we were. We checked just to be 
sure and the old boy was right. They 
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oth have them. The Navy, ‘however, 

doesn’t cali them shoes. It lists the item 

T. boats. 

Lincoln Service Department 

Miller, Associate Editor 
Lieut. Giles Gere was a very welcome 

visitor in the service department, De- 


Dorothy 


cember 16. Giles is recuperating from | 


an appendicitis operation and was 
home on sick leave for a few days. . 


Chas. Ford, who has been on the sick | 
at | 


list for the past two months is 
Branson, Missouri, taking treatments. 
He reports he is feeling somewhat bet- 
ter... . W. H. Webster vacationed from 
December 24 to 30, visiting with his 
son Charles who has come home on 
a furlough from California. ...R. A. 


Stall resigned on December 10, to — 
e | 


up his new duties in the Navy. 
wish you the best of luck “Bob.” ... 
R. L. Clinton spent the last four days 
of his vacation from December 23 to 
27 staying at home... . The installation 
of 200 lines of new equipment at the 
office was completed December 
10,1942. The installation was under the 
direction of G. B. Keith, assisted by 
G. M. Albury, W. P. Shuck, F. P. Dar- 
nold, H. G. White and V. B. Hutchison. 
... On November 9, Robert Wohlberg 
was transferred to the supply depart- 
ment, and on December 16, R. E. Hend- 
rix was transferred to the construc- 
tion department... .F. P. Darnold re- 
placed the positive plates in the David 
City exchange battery during Decem- 
ber. . . . C. C. Perryman returned to 
work December 1, after being absent 
since October 11. He says he feels bet- 
ter than ever now. ... R. E. Buskirk 
resigned on December 12 to give more 
time to his studies at the University. 

. Effective December 1, the Lincoln 
Air Base will be known as the L.A.B. 
exchange. Prior to this date it was in- 
eluded as part of the Lincoln Main 
exchange. ... We are glad to report at 
this time that R. L. Dalton is much 
better, but is still in the Lincoln Gen- 
eral hospital and would appreciate 
hearing from his friends. . . Adella 
Kyekelhahn, chief operator service de- 
partment, vacationed from November 
23 to December 6, visiting with rela- 
tives in St. Louis, Missouri, and Hous- 
ton, Texas. ...A. B. Smith, our pop- 
ular “door warden,” has returned to 
work after being off for several days 
with bronchial pneumonia. . Two 
newcomers added to our forces are: 
T. J. Raikes in Mr. Neff’s department, 
and D. W. Terry in Mr. Cummings’ de- 
partment. ... On December 21 Mark 
Edward Dulin, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. E. Dulin reported to the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station for ser- 
vice. . . We are glad to have R. A. 
Waller, a former employee back with 
uS again. ...G. B. Darnold, a former 
employee, was here during the holidays 
visiting his wife, and brother and fam- 
ilv. Mrs. Darnold expects to join 
George in California in the spring... . 
On December 14, H. F. Arnold, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Arnold reported to 


> 
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Fort Leavenworth for military duties. | 
work | 


. Ivan Paddack returned to 
last month after being off for several 
days with the flu... . Private J. C. 
Nosky and Roger L. Moore former em- 
pDloyees in the service department sent 
Christmas Greetings to all their tele- 
phone friends. ... Equipment changes 
on the Lincoln toll board brought by 
the completion of the transcontinental 
toll cable were completed November 
12,1942, Most all switchroom employees 
assisted with the work. While it was in 
progress, we received wonderful co- 
operation from Chief Operator Berniece 
Smith, and her entire personnel. ... 
L. W. Neff spent his vacation from 
November 9 to 22 staying at home. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Helen McMeen, Associate Editor 


Instead of the usual sparkling witti- 
cisms and giddy goings-on of the girls 
of the traffic department, we can re- 
port only that we've been much too 
busy to be entertaining. Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day found us plugging 
in like fury and still unable to keep up 
with the demand for Long Distance 
service . There are some routine 
changes of personnel to be recorded. 
Marjorie Randall is now employed at 


the Lincoln Air Base, as P.B.X. oper- | 


ator ... Verna May Hansen left to live 
in California and Doris Riddle resigned 
to spend some time in Indiana with her 
parents - Lucille Grimes married 
and accompanied her husband to his 
army post in Washington, D. C.... Lois 
True was transferred to Fairbury and 
Vera Clark joined our force from 


Beatrice. . Virginia McCarthy did 
it again! She visited her parents in 
Sioux City over the week-end. 


Helen Mohler spent her vacation rest- 
ing at home. ... Mamie Holka visited 
her fiance in Indianapolis and Mrs. 
Vera Wasson patriotically worked on 
her vacation. ... Eola Haschenberger 
and Barbara Gibbs are wearing new 
diamonds. ... Evelyn Leypoldt sanc- 
tions the publication of the rumor that 
she will be married soon. She won’t 
make a fact of the rumor though for 
she wants leeway to change her mind 
right up to the last minute! 


Southern District 
Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Corrine Jezewski returned from a two 
weeks vacation in California where she 
visited her daughter. ... We welcome 


Harlan 


Betty Jean Hawley, of Brock, in the | 


traffic department. 


Beatrice 


Nary a month goes by, but what we | 


have a new diamond in the office. This 
time it is Gladys Williams. ... Lucille 
Murray spent her vacation, the middle 
of December in Hays, Kansas and Den- 
ver, Colorado. . Yes, there 


tors’ room and the evening of Decem- 
ber 21 they enjoyed it with a party and 
an exchange of gifts. A good time was 
had by all present. . Part of the 
tree’s decorations were 
girls have received this year. 


and left our employ. We all wish her 


« cember.. 


was a| 
beautiful Christmas tree in the opera- | 


the cards the | 

; 
-.. BVe- | 
lym Sparks changed her name to Allen | 


the best of luck. . 


. . Darlene Burgett | two weeks vacation spent in California. 


vacationed in Lincoln the first of De- |... December 6 the traffic girls had the 


. . We were sorry to lose Vera 
Clark, who was transferred to the Lin- 
coln office. . . . Welcome is extended 
to Bessie Elwood and Vada McCollum, 
our two new girls. ... Mavis Anderson 

left December 31 for California where 

her mother and she will make their 
| home. 


Clatonia 
Mathilda Alpers, chief operator, is 
spending her vacation visiting relatives 
in Arkansas. 

Crab Orchard 

Bertha Sharp was a Lincoln visitor 

November 29 and she visited in Beat- 
/rice December 18. 
Douglas 


| Emma Bradley visited in Lincoln on 
| December 10 and 18. 


Fairbury 


Gerald Caley and family spent the 
Christmas holidays visiting in Delphos, 
Kansas. . . . Martha Ehlers is going to 
|Narka, Kansas to visit her parents. 
|. . . ShiMey Bradshaw is planning to 
pieces the holidays in Ohiowa. 


Friend 


We welcome Mr. Brock, our new 
manager, who took charge here De- 
| cember 7... . The employees of the 
Friend exchange enjoyed a_ turkey 


dinner December 9 at the home of 
Mary and Hotilda Eurich. Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Haberman gave the turkey for 


| the dinner, but were unable to attend. 

Guests were Mr. Brock, Mrs. Preston 
and Mr. Albers. ... The operators and 
cashier held their annual Christmas 
party at the office, December 17 with 
the usual exchange of gifts. . . . Rob- 
erta Redman is spending her vacation 
at Denver visiting her parents and 
| other relatives. 


Humboldt 


Local employees held a party in hon- 
or of Mrs. Orval Oldham, formerly 
Harriette Pennington. The evening was 
spent socially, after which Harriette 
was presented with many nice gifts. 
The employees gave her an electric 
iron. Refreshments were served at the 
close of the evening. Mrs. Harry Pen- 
nington, mother of the bride, Lillon 
Billings, Belle Gillan, Mrs. George Da- 
mon and family, Mrs. Robert Bruun 
and Jean, and Barbara Newhouse were 
guests. . Mary Meister and Gayle 
| Neff were visitors in Falls City, De- 
| cember 10, and from the looks of things 
| they were doing their Christmas shop- 
| ping. . On December 21 the em- 
ployees and their families held their 
|} annual Christmas party at the Hum- 
| boldt office, with the exchanging of 
| gifts and the eating of candy, cookies, 
| pond balls, and oranges. 


| Jansen 


| Mrs. L. Cressman expects to return 
|to work the first of the year after a 
| sickness of two months. 


Steinauer 


' Gladys Neugebauer was a Tecumseh 
| visitor December 12... . Bridget Divis 
'visited in Pawnee City December 18 
and 21. 


Sterling 


| Helen Bomberger, former chief op- 
| erator at Sterling now located in San 
| Diego, California was a visitor Decem- 
| ber l....Helen Wehmer was a Lincoln 
| visitor Tuesday, December .... Mable 
Weyers visited in Lincoln December 
10 and 17. 


Table Rock 


We held our annual Christmas party 
last Friday, December 18. The evening 
was spent socially and gifts were ex- 
changed. 


Tecumseh 


Clara Costello and Golda Thompson 
were Omaha visitors this month... . 
Hazel Nichols visited in Lincoln over 
Thanksgiving and on December 12 and 
13. . . . Aileen Morrissey resigned and 
went to Lincoln to work. ... C. B. 
Meshier was a Lincoln visitor Decem- 
ber 9.... Mrs. Wait gave the boys the 
opportunity to celebrate Elvins’ birth- 
day by inviting them to their home 
| December 21 for a very pleasant time 
in. a wild card game, which had to be 
interrupted for some swell refresh- 
ments. ... Wayne Meshier came home 
from University December 13 for 
Christmas vacation. . . . Marie Murphy 
was a Lincoln visitor December 10 and 
in Omaha December 16. ... Berniece 
Robb visited in Lincoln over the week- 
end of December 12 and 19. ... The 
Tecumseh traffic girls held their Christ- 
mas party December 17. . . Harold 
Drake joined a group from Sterling 
December 18 and went hunting at Ne- 
braska City. ... First classman Charles 
W. Meshier arrived home December 20 
for a two weeks leave from the United 
States Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
Maryland. ... Myrtle Murphy under- 


went a tonsillectomy this month. 


| Wymore 
| Our loss is the Army’s gain. Earl 
| Schiemmenhorn, a loyal member of our 
| telephone force, has been called to 
-active service in the Signal Corps. He 
|reported to Fort Leavenworth Decem- 
| ber 16. ... Saturday evening was our 
| Christmas party. Santa Claus was ra- 

ther thin this year—due to sugar ra- 

tioning—but he saw to it that every- 
| one received a gift. 


| Western District 

| Bruning 

| Ronald Cornell of Roscoe, California, 
|has been visiting his mother, Mrs. 
/'Maude Lindeman. He has enlisted in 
| the Naval Reserve as an aviation cadet 
/and expects to be called soon. 


Carleton 


Pvt. Harold Simmerman, son of Mrs. 
_Evalena Simmerman, chief operator- 
cashier, visited his mother from De- 
_cember 8 to 12. He is stationed at West- 
|over Field, Massachusetts. 


Geneva 


Helen Hillyer, night operator, re- 
turned to work November 25 after a 


a 
Sn eee 
i 
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thrill of completing their first overseas 
call. The call was to Honolulu. , 
Miss Hutchens, chief operator, has been 
absent several days because of the seri- 
ous illness and death of her mother. 
. . . . Miss Sole of the commercial de- 
partment started her vacation Decem- 
ber 18. ... The female employees of 
the telephone office had their gift ex- 
change December 23. 


Hastings Commercial 


Another gal from the commercial of- 
fice is now on her vacation—Alma 
Vollweiler. What is she doing? We 
would like to know. Anyway she hasn't 
left the fair city of Hastings. .. . Over 
the Christmas holidays, Jim Dudgeon 
went to Lincoln to visit his daughter 
and husband. He also visited the Lin- 
coln office. 


Hastings Plant 


Since Christmas is over, about all the 
boys have to be thankful for is the 
fact that George Brock was transferred 
to Friend. All of the fellows were 
sorry to hear that George was no 
longer with us until they realized that 
Friend is on the road to Lincoln. 
George and Mrs. Brock extended in- 
vitations to everyone to stop in so now 
all that is lacking is the address. That’s 
one thing, George was very careful 
about. We were all sorry to lose George 
but wish him lots of luck in his new 
job. ... All the boys had successfully 
Stalled off all the professional bill col- 
lectors for these many hard Christmas 
debts and then the golden fleeced bird 
Sailed over and left us a nice extra 
week’s pay and were the fellows 
pleased! So all of us out here most 
humbly express our appreciation to the 
powers that be for the bonus. 


Hastings Traffic 


Frieda Hoffman spent the last week 
of her vacation at home preparing for 
Christmas. The week of December 28 
to 31 she had been ill with the FIYsc as 
Miss Johnson was called to Omaha De- 
cember 1 to appear in Court dealing 
with an accident which she was in 
about two years ago. She spent the 
week of December 21 to 28 in Brad- 
shaw with the flu. Mrs. Belle 
Meester spent the week of December 
14 in bed with sinus infection. . . . Miss 
Buttell, a former operator at Hastings, 
visited her parents over the holidays. 
She is employed in California as P. B. 
X. operator. ... Patricia Naughtin left 
December 28 for California. 


Hebron 


Hebron news seems very scarce this 
month. Everyone must have been too 
busy with Christmas just around the 
corner. However, we are happy to re- 
port that good old Santa paid us a 
visit and left a pretty tree. We also re- 
ceived a number of pretty gifts. . 
Mr. Holeomb’s gang has been working 
in this area for several weeks. They 
are stringing toll line wires for ad- 
ditional Geneva and Fairbury circuits. 
The gangs of Mr. Moss and Mr. Combs 
have also been helping. 


Polk 


The operators enjoyed their annual 
Christmas party at the home of Linnea 
Ekdahl on Tuesday evening, December 
15. Games were played after which 
a dainty lunch was served, including 
coffee. Santa Claus visited the home 
leaving each one a lovely gift. 


Superior 


Now that the year is about over, the 
vacationers are stringing back home. 
Nellie Jacobitz was last on the list, re- 
turning about Thanksgiving time, a 
good time to put your feet under a 
table of home-cooked vittles. . . . The 
traffic department enjoyed its annual 
Christmas party with games and gift 
exchange. . .. Mrs. Elvira Bramwell, 
operator, has resigned to join her hus- 
band who is employed at Rock Rapids. 
Iowa. . Lois McDowell is a new 
operator and we welcome her to our 
circle. . . . For the Christmas season, 
Area Manager Kubat and Mrs. Kubat 
were in Geneva. Viola Carlson, cash- 
ier, was in Fremont. 


Sutton 


Anna Larson, cashier finished up her 
vacation visiting points in Iowa. ... 
Erma Brown, night operator, took the 
second week of her vacation December 
7 to 14... . Perry Caldwell and family 
of Clay Center spent Christmas at 
Swanton, Nebraska, visiting relatives. 
...dJ.H. Mankamyer and family spent 
Christmas in Lincoln. 


York 


Lorene Gunlack spent her vacation 
at home. ... Joan Belcher, from Bene- 
dict, is our new student operator... . 


Ruby McCarthy and Geoline Luebbe S 


are new toll students. 
commercial girls had their Christmas 
party December 21. Refreshments were 
served and gifts were exchanged. Miss 
Seymour was a guest. Maxine 
Meradith is our new commercial clerk. 

- Miss Haberman is spending her 
vacation at McCook. . . . Lucille Ho- 
loch has resigned and moved to Port- 
land, Oregon. . . . Velma Barson is no 
exception—she took her vacation and 
was married at Trenton, Missouri, to 
Marvin Garlock of York. The couple 
will live in York. 


"Blessed Events” 
R. and Mrs. J. Schneider 
are the proud parents of 
a son, Bruce Jack, born De- 
cember 7, 1942. The father is 
an employee 
switchroom at Lincoln, and 
the mother was a former em- 
ployee, Doris Focht. 
ee °® 
Manager and Mrs. Thad 
Newhouse, of Humboldt, an- 
/nounce the birth of a baby girl 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


January Service 
Anniversaries 


Thirty-Seven Years 
H. B. Gore, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
J.C. Miller, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
H. O. Wood, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
Anna Aden, Wilber. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Marie Stevens, Hastings. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
H. H. Wheeler, Jr., Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


C. Burge, Beatrice; Ica Westley, 
Shelby. 


Twenty-Six Years 
A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Florence Buehler, Beatrice; D. 
C. Travis, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
Harriette Wynn, Plattsmouth. 


Twenty-Three Years 
Flora Johnston, Lincoln; R. C. 
Parsons, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Lizzie Cressman, Jansen. 


Twenty Years 
T. C. Cone, Military; Alex M. 
Geist, Lincoln; Golda Thompson, 
Tecumseh. 


Nineteen Years 
J. H. Agee, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
Alethea Davison, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
Asa B. Waters, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
G. D. Brock, Friend; Jack H. 
Mankamyer, Sutton; Hattie 
Staley, Lincoln; Hattie Wilcox, 
Burchard. 


Fifteen Years 
Myron Birdsley, Beatrice; Lil- 
lian Baker, Lincoln; Lillian El- 
liott, Hastings; Ardena Pearson, 
Hastings; John Spady, Hastings; 
Berniece Smith, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 
R. T. Ross, Lincoln; M. W. 
Franklin, Lincoln; G. P. Dobson, 
York; F. W. Morris, Military; 
Kathryn Rood, Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
C. E. Lawson, Lincoln; J. S. 
Reed, Jr., Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
Margaret Grubaugh, Tamora; 
Jacob Schneider, Lincoln; Evalyn 
Sprague, Nebraska City; B. I. 
Noble, Military. 
Nine Years 
Minnie Iro Allen, Lincoln; Mary 
Bornemeier, Louisville. 


Six Years 
Betty Janssen, Lincoln. 


Five Years 
Grace Hewitt, Dunbar. 


SUMMARY OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 


made to the Department of Banking, 
State of Nebraska by the LINCOLN 
TELEPHONE EMPLOYEES Co-opera- 
tive Credit Association of Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, at the close of business Decem- 
ber 31, 1942. 
RESOURCES 

Loans to Members ................00.... $ 42,954.45 
Federal, State and Municipal 

Bonds 5,000.00 


Other Approved Investments 12,460.73 
Cash on Hand and Due 


errr rere et eee Ter) 


rte) oa No 7: ba) <: Se PP oReee am 63,936.06 
hy a): LE ele ee en ee $124,351.24 
LIABILITIES 

Share Capital Paid In by 
TE GRIY DO GNS 9 isco sccocsksnscicmteseatetcoe, $ 20,711.50 
Deposits of Members................... 99,120.67 
Guaranty Fund (Reserve for 
Contingencies) ..........0......cccceceee 1,814.11 
Undivided Profits ..0..0.00.000000.... 879.97 
Other Liabilities (Unearned 
Uo a1 -!: 17) eid ee 1,824.99 
i Ls | 220 lathe iat Yona een ie Se nen $124,351.24 


STATE OF NEBRASKA 
County of Lancaster 


ss, 


We, the President, the Secretary or 
ecretary-Treasurer, and a majority of 


.. . Traffic and | the Supervisory Committee of the Lin- 


coln Telephone Employees Co-operative 
Credit Association of Lincoln, Nebras- 
ka, do solemnly swear that the forego- 
ing statement of the condition of the 
said association is true and correct, to 
the best of our knowledge and belief. 
I. J. DEVOE, 
H. W. POTTER, 
H. F. McCULLA, 
Supervisory Committee. 
F. E. BEHM, President. 
M. W. FRANKLIN, Secretary. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 7th day of January, 1943. 


H. GESSNER, 
(Seal) Notary Public. 


My commission expires April 9, 1947. 


born at the Humboldt hospital 
on November 29. The little 
girl has been named Henrietta 


Jane. 


in the main/§ 


e® @ 

Bud Eden, head draftsman 
of the engineering department, 
is the proud papa of a daugh- 
ter. The new arrival made her 
appearance at the Lincoln 
General hospital Sunday, De- 
cember 20, 1942. 


nn 
% 


January, 1943 


eee 


MRS. A. E. BURDEN, mother) NORMA RUTH FISCHER, in- 


of B. C. Burden passed away 
Sunday, December 20, at 
Red Cloud. Funeral services 
were held December 23. 
Mr. Burden, transmission 
engineer now on leave of 
absence while serving in a 
war production capacity in 
Washington, D. C., came 
home for the funeral serv- 
ices. 


fant daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Fischer, passed 
away Sunday, December 13. 
Funeral services were held 
at the grave, in Wyuka, with 
Rev. F. C. Zahl officiating. 
Mr. Fischer is an employee 
in the Lincoln service de- 
partment. 


i “WITH THE COLORS" ff 


Vern O. Amick, 

Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
R. D. Andrews, 

General Traffic Department. 
H. D. Ash, 

Construction Department. 
Ernest M. Barney, 

Supply Department. 

James L. Baxter, Jr., 
Construction Department. 
Allan G. Behm, 

Supply Department. 
‘William R. Behrns, 

David City Plant Department. 
Paul H. Black, 

Supply Department. 
Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 
Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 
George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 
William H. Burt, 
Construction Department. 
Ray Chambers, 
Construction Department. 
Thad Cone, 

Construction Department. 


Charles E. Connors, 
Construction Department. 


James D. Crabill, 

Lincoln Business Office. 

D. W. Cunningham, 

Supply Department. 

E. I. DeVries, 

Construction Department. 
John B. Eidemiller, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
George E. Fech, 
Construction Department. 
Donavin Frankforter, 
Construction Department. 
Raymond E. Freeman, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 
G. S. Hart, 

Accounting Department. 
Richard D. Hartley, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Thomas B. Hedges, 
Construction Department. 
Gay T. Henderson, 

Supply Department. 

Gerald R. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 

Jack Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 
Wilfred R. Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 


William B. Imler, 
Construction Department. 


Ned Johnson, 

Construction Department. 
Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 
Ervin H. Klundt, 

Hastings Plant Department. 
Roy W. Knorr, 

Plattsmouth Plant Department. 
Dick Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 


Waldo J. McDowell, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Wilma McIntire, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Roger L. Moore, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
F. William Morris, 

Lincoln Business Office. 


Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Construction Department. 


Delbert C. Mutchie, 
Construction Department. 
Loren P. Neal, 

Supply Department. 
Adrian M. Newens, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


B. I. Noble, 

Area Manager, York.: 
Joseph C. Nosky, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 
Bev N. Ott, 

Supply Department. 
William D, Quinn, 
Lincoln Business Office. 
Leland L. Rauch, 
Construction Department. 


Ted M. Ray, 
District Clerk, Beatrice. 


‘Earl J. Schemmerhorn, 


Wymore Plant Department. 


~ Robert R. Schouborg, 


Construction Department. 
Dan Smith, 

District Clerk, Beatrice. 
Don D. Smith, 
Construction Department. 


Howard Spahnle, 


. Lincoln Business Office. 


Robert A. Stall, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
A. E. Stansbury, 

Beatrice Plant Department. 
Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Ruth E. Trutna, 

Wahoo Traffic Department. 


‘George A. Wasson, 
Construction Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 


Clyde S. Whittington, 
Supply Department, 


Robert E. Wohlberg, 
Supply Department. 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
December, 1942 January 1, 1942 
Central District... 1/4. se > - 150 ‘710 
Eastern District— 
DD AVIO OILY ot Au eae 4 —32 
Nebraska City ......000..0............ —6 —49 
Platismouth 2.o.c0c5c80 28 63 
DO WALC on a te 10 16 
WOEDOO sc Salar ect ka —37 846 
DUAL 4) Pisce eee ae oe —l 844 
Southern District— 
PUP UDH G2 ace cee kee —ll1 —147 
Beatrice: ..0 8 Ao ie 21 17 
LUM Wt 5100 on! epee ea een 9 —34 
PACUMISEN 8 oo. wee 6 —23 
WaALDOR eo Fon tae 5 —ll1 
DOUG Liarel A Gen care We 30 —198 
Western District— 
GENES. yon —23 55 
PLOSUIN ES) 22208 son Berg: a 3 62 438 
PIG OTON it oxee eno ok, tees. oo 1 —6§1 
Stromsburg 2.000000... —4 2 
DUDCUION, sss eek hae sie 6 —38 
SUE RO M: GsO  aee te ee —7 46 
OL gh Astin baw ee eee 14 —23 
MOUAN natn eh Sa ee 49 419 
ADO Ve steve Stroh toca, nesremiian, an 228 1,775 
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Letter From 
Boyd Wedgwood 


HE “News” has been anx- 
iously awaiting a chance to 
publish a letter from an em- 
_ ployee-soldies 
on foreign 
service, and 
the following 
letter from 


Long Distance 
Overtime Rates Cut 


Bell System Agreement 
With Federal Commission 
Affects Independents; 
Effective February 15 and 
March 1. 
NNOUNCEMENT on Janu- ||) 
ary 20, by the Federal ||. 
Communications Commission, | 
of an agreement with the A. | 
T. & T. Company by which | |... 
overtime rates for interstate | 
telephone message toll rates 
will be reduced, will very def- | 
initely affect the toll revenues | Boyd Wedgwood 
of independent companies. | as most of you 
Bell System officials felt the know, is the son of Ernest 
reductions were not justified,, Wedgwood, well known and 
but agreed to them in order) popular plant department em- 
to get the rate matter con- ployee, and Boyd himself was 
cluded so that all the energies;employed in the warehouse 
of the industry might be de-|before entering the service 
voted to winning the war. | last year. We hope to be able 
The National Independent} to publish other interesting 
Telephone Association had in- | letters of this type from time 
tervened in the proceedings) to time. 
now terminated, filing a brief | 
on behalf of the independents | Dear Fellows: 
in which it was set forth that| In the case that dad hasn’t told 


the determination of the) you, 1. am somewhere in England, 


: ae ee af: but other than that I can’t tell 
amount received by independ-| yoy where. Things are running 


ent companies is dependent | along very smoothly and I have 


wood — writ- 
ten to his 
friends at the 
warehouse in 
Lincoln— 
seems to fill 
the bill. Boyd, 


December 15, 1942 


upon the average revenue-per-|no complaints at all. In fact I| 


sure am enjoying the whole thing. 
A while back I had the oppor- 
tunity to go to Glasgow, Scot- 
land, on Detached Service; in that 
way I got to see a lot that I would 
have otherwise missed. There are 
a lot of beautiful places and things 
to see but we all think that the 
States are the most beautiful. Boy, 
how you miss them once you 
leave. Censorship is so strict that 
it’s hard to find things to write 
about, so this letter will probably 
not amount to much. We get Se- 
curity talks all the time in regard 
to our letter writing, so ignorance 
is no excuse for writing forbidden 


message value of the connect- 
ing company’s traffic. It was 
pointed out that any reduction | 
in the rates would, therefore, 
reduce the average payment | 
to the connecting companies— | 
most of which, by the way, 
have had no such bulges in 
traffic, with resultant high) 
rate of earnings, as have 
fallen to the lot of the Bell 
System in general, and Long 
Lines in particular. 

No reduction will be made 


———E ———— ee 


Boyd Wedg-| 


Pex WEN "AND ENCOURAGE 


cH MATURE HAS AFFORDED teryery 


ast 


ARON’ 


“Open All Communications,” Said Washington 


; 


Te ADD the proper Washington’s Birthday touch to this issue of the “News,” we give you a picture 
of Joe Hartley’s latest window masterpiece. Painted in deep, rich colors, and with the cut-outs in 
front back-lighted to give depth to the entire ensemble, the display is one of the most striking of 
our Mr. Hartley’s creations. It went into the Lincoln business office display window early in Febru- 
ary. Washington’s prophetic vision of a great and united nation Is strikingly illustrated in the quota- 
tion: “Open all the communications which nature has afforded between the Atlantic states and the 


western territory... 


and encourage the use of them to the utmost,” which Mr. Hartley made the 


central theme of his display. Washington knew how essential were efficient communication facilities 
in binding a nation together—his great soul would have rejoiced could he have foreseen the new trans- 
continental cable which has just gone into service. 


Burden Joins 


Staff of USITA 
ERNARD C. Burden, of the 
engineering department, 
who just a few months ago ac- 
cepted an ap- 


, pe tters. » 1 
in the charge for the initial | ’ | pointment ae 
a = al By this stipu-| 2. Stowld have written you||~ - | atechnical ex- 
unree minutes. Dy this Stlpu-| sooner but we have been pretty ||) ~ | pert in the 
lation, the commission at-|busy all the time, and when I|| — Rana es- 
tempts to answer the argu-|did have the time, I was either|| § | i ene 
ment that reduced toll rates|¢atimg, sleeping, or writing the) | _ ere er eae 
its folks or Red. Things are rather || of the War 
would stimulate additional ; 

: dead in the office right now so |. Production 
traffic for already overbur- | it’s really an opportunity. Of|' | Bakede aa 
dened toll lines. The over-| course this mess is probably in-| |. ee: 

each addi-| coherent as every now and then Washington, 


time charge for 
= vs , ‘some one does bust in here; and 
tional minute will, however,|richt at that moment I usually 


be cut from one-third of the | have something I want to say. 
charge for the first three min-|It’s time to close the office for 
utes—as at present—to Ohiie~ ae GSy oe a eee oe 
; Fs | ; , Ww 
fourth of that charge. For €X- | living a life of Riley. Our bar- 
ample, on a five minute sta- racks are divided into rooms that 
tion-to-station call from Wash-|are equipped with private lava- 
ington to Denver the reduc-| tories, which makes it much nicer 


tion would amount to 50 cents. | #2" living in common barracks. 


<= oar 5 I guess that about covers the 
The commission estimates im-/| housing situation. 


ere _: | 
mediate savings t0 uSETrS)| The food here is pretty darned 
throughout the nation of|good and there is plenty of it. 
$34,700,000. All in all we don’t have it half 
Effective February 15, th e| bad over here. The people are 
AE 6 E Commons wil ro | uncommonly friendly towards us. 
A. 4. pany If you ask the direction of some- 
vise the overtime rates ap- one, they don’t give a hasty an- 


plicable to Long Lines traffic.|swer; they go clear out of their 
The associated Bell companies|W@yY to take you to where you 


= . are going. I’ve had people get 
will make corresponding re-| o¢¢ the tram to help me make my 


ductions in the overtime rate | transfer. A tram is a streetcar if 
for interstate messages onj|you didn’t know. I guess I'm 
March 1. The Lincoln Com-| apes) ee aoc sae my 
pany will tie into these dates, sa apathy are 


Saas ; ; One of the things that amazed 
making overtime reductions 'me in Scotland, SS Ae: ee way they 


on messages going over Long drive in blackouts. It looks like 
Lines beginning February 15,|the traffic on No. 6 before the 
and on traffic into the terri-|Sspeed was reduced. The buses 


Sas aaa .and trams don’t stop for passen- 
tory of associated Bell com-|jors. if you want to ride you 
panies on March 1. |catch on and get re the best way 

The A. T. & T. agreement! you can. It’s really amazing that 
with the commission also calls | P@!4, the population aren't killed 
for reductions in rates for inter-| ate eee om pie ee Tres 
state private line telephone, tele- ‘your face, you know it is black 
er ee ee aS elwice. ems | and zeally that is aay exaggerated 
reductions on February 1, and the | ese es pte 1s ae 4 aes 
associated Bell companies will quring blackouts 
make them on March 1. | : cae 

At the same time that the rate) ll write again and much soon- 
reductions were agreed upon, @r next time, you do the same | 
agreement was also reached be- Please. I'll see you soon I hope, | 
tween the American Company but I sure hope it's me that Hee 
and the commission to increase to take the boat ride to make | 
the share of other participating that possible. | 
carriers in the revenues from in- So long, | 
terstate business, | Boyd. | 


| 
| 
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has answered 
a call for his 
services from 
another field. 
He has taken a position as 
technical advisor and right- 
hand man of Vice President 
Clyde Bailey, of the U. S. In- 
dependent Telephone Associa- 
tion. 


The USITA recently moved 
its headquarters from Chica- 
go to Washington, taking over 
a suite of rooms in the Munsey 
building. Mr. Burden was 
quickly selected for his new 
post on the basis of the favor- 
able impression he had made 
in WPB circles, and he ac- 
cepted in the belief that it 
would give him greater op- 
portunity to be of service to 
the industry. He expects, 
eventually, to establish a 
home in Washington, and 
plans to have his family there 
for the duration. Bernard, 
however, makes no secret of 
his intention to return to Lin- 
coln and to his many interests 
here after the war is won. To 
his legion of friends here, this 
is a most comforting assur- 
ance. 

In a recent issue of “Tele- 
phony,” an article by Francis 
X. Welch painted an interest- 
ing pen portrait of our Mr. 
Burden. From it we quote 
several very enchanting ex- 
cerpts: 


B. C. Burden seems to have 
See “BURDEN” 
Page 2, Col. 3 


B. C. Burden 
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Nice Pat on the Back! 


| clea T Woods recently 
received a letter from Major 
General F. E. Uhl, of. the 
Seventh Service Command, 
commending this Company for 
its part in making a success 
of the training school for 
Safety Engineers, which was 
held early in January at the 
University of Nebraska. The 
letter said, in part: 

This success was made possible 
largely through the contribution 
of able instructors furnished by 
interested agencies, such as The 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. May I therefore take 
this means of expressing my ap- 
preciation to you and your Com- 
pany for contributing the serv- 
ices of Mr. L. C. Jenkins, who 
served so ably as an instructor in 
the training school. 

A nice pat on the back for 
Lloyd Jenkins—and well de- 
served, too. He has given a 
tremendous amount of time 
and labor to First Aid work, 
and has become a real author- 
ity on the subject. The maga- 
zine “Telephony” is current- 
ly publishing a splendid series 
of First Aid articles from 
Lloyd’s busy pen. 


Helm Named 


Air Base Manager 


LAUDE W. Helm, communi- 
cations representative in 
the Lincoln business office for 
the past several years, was 
named manager of our ex- 
change at the Lincoln Air 
Base, on February 1. The 
title is new, but the assign- 
ment is one that Claude has 
been handling since activities 
began at the Air Base last 
spring. He works in close co- 
operation with Major Dupont 
G. Kinney, chief signal officer. 
Claude has made friends for 


the Company and for himself 
while laboring under condi- 
tions which, on numerous oc- 
casions, required the utmost 
in tact, ability and good judg- 
ment. 
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Fine Records 
of Stations Gained 


ANAGER Bob Gray, of 
Weeping Water, is par- 
donably proud of the station 
gain record at that exchange 
during 1942. In cold figures, 
Weeping Water made a net 
gain for the year of 24 stations. 
Bob dropped us a line to ask: 
“What town in Weeping 


Water’s population class made! 


a better record?” We looked 
it up and discovered that Bob 
had asked a question that 
could be answered only one 
way—no other exchange in 
that population class came 
even close! Congratulations to 
our Weeping Water employees 
are in order. 

- Area Manager Ed Dorland, 
of Wahoo, was not quite so 
happy as the year ended—be- 
cause December’s loss of 37 
stations for the area broke a 
consecutive gain streak which 
began in January, 1940. Not 
all of this fine record over a 
period of 35 months could be 
attributed to the Mead ord- 
nance plant, either, since it 
did not get under way until 


late in 1941. Area Manager Dor- 
land is hereby advised to dry his 
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OR the 40th consecutive 


WOODS PRESIDENT 
FOR FORTY YEARS 


Has Continuously Headed 
The Company He Founded 
In 1903; Annual Meeting 
Re-Elects All Officers and 
Department Heads. 


time since he founded The 
Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
_ graph Com- 
pany, in 1903, 
Frank H. 
Woods was 
re-elected 
president by 
the board of 
directors at 
the annual 
meeting, held 
in the general 
’ offices in Lin- 
coln, on Feb- 
| ruary 2. The 
board of directors also re- 
elected all other officers and 
all department operating 
heads. 


The “News” feels that the 
long and successful tenure of 
Mr. Woods as the head of the 
organization which he founded 
in his young manhood is some- 
thing quite unique in Lincoln 
and Nebraska business his- 
tory. We feel that it merits 
more than mere passing men- 
tion—and we plan to do some- 
thing about it! Mr. Woods 
was elected to the presidency 
on March 7, 1903—therefore, 
his fortieth service anniver- 
sary will be coming up next 
month. It is our sincere desire 
and intention to pay him fit- 
ting tribute in the March issue 
of the “News.” 

At the annual meeting, on 
February 2, Mr. Woods pointed 
out that, while 1942 revenues 
had shown a substantial in- 
crease, constantly mounting 
expenses had greatly reduced 
the net profit margin. In- 
creased revenues, together 
with a moderate increase in 
the total number of telephones 
in service at the end of the 
year, came almost wholly 
from the location of a number 
of war industries in the Com- 
pany’s territory, and from a 
war-stimulated increase in 
Long Distance traffic. Much of 
the increase in 1942 revenues 
is non-recurring, according to 
Mr. Woods, since a consider- 
able portion of it consists of 
payments from the govern- 
ment for the construction of 
telephone systems at the Mead 
ordnance plant, the Lincoln 
Air Base and the satellite air 
fields at Bruning, Fairmont 
and Harvard. 

Heavy increases in taxation 


Frank H. Woods 


tears. That net gain of 846 sta-|of all types, together with in- 
tions for the year 1942 should be| creased labor costs, resulted in 


sufficient to offset his sorrow over 
the December slip-up. Wahoo 
area employees have done an 


adverse effects on the Com- 
pany’s net profits for the year. 


outstanding job of selling and|All fixed charges were met. 
rendering service under exceed-| Mr. Woods feels it is extreme- 


ingly trying conditions, and they 
rate orchids from all of us. 


“Blessed Events’ 
R. and Mrs. Vic Musselman 
announce the birth of a 
son, Robert Webster, born 
January 8, 1943 in Lincoln. Mr. 
Musselman is employed in the 
engineering department. 


ly doubtful that revenues will 
hold up during the coming 
year as well as they did in 
1942, while the factors of in- 
creased taxation and increased 
expenses of all kinds will be 
present in even greater de- 
gree. 

Revenues of the Company 
for 1942 were $3,213,812, an in- 
crease of over 17 per cent. Of 
this, $2,227,532 was from sale 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Clif-| of exchange service and $889,- 
ford are the proud parents of| 871 from toll. Expenses totaled 
an eight pound, four ounce! $2,594,408, an increase of over 
baby girl, Carolyn Jean, born|18 per cent — the principal 


at the Lincoln General hospi- 
tal on January 13, 1943. 


See "WOODS PRESIDENT” 
Page 2, Col. 3 
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J. H. Hartiry, Staff Photographer 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 


N TELEPHONE & PH COMPANY 
Nebraska Company Serving Its People” 


‘Cr0sb_-Jalk” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


Mest telephone folks learned long ago that subscribers in 
-"i the mass are pleasant, kindly people who honestly ap- 
preciate good service. The occasional crabbed individual, 
whom it seems impossible to satisfy, stands out like a light- 
house because there are so few of him. I am moved to make 
the above remarks because of a letter which has just come 
into my hands. It was written to General Manager Agee by 
Publisher Earl Martin, of the “Shopping Guide,” in Lincoln. 
Says Mr. Martin: | 
We would like to register our appreciation for the splendid 
type of cooperation we had from your Company when we moved 
into our new location last week. The place was simply overrun with 
painters, carpenters, sign painters and telephone workmen and, of 
all these people, the most considerate, efficient and competent was 


your Mr. Ralph “Senator” Burkett. There was no delay and his effort 
We bring it to your at- 


was to keep us going without inconvenience. 
tention because, in the other instances, we found inefficiency and lack 
of effort to speed up the job and get through. It was our first 
acquaintance with Mr. Burkett, but he certainly deserves our ap- 
preciation. So here it is. 

“Senator” Burkett is truly representative of all our em- 
ployees in the matters of courtesy and efficiency. In this 
particular instance, it was Mr. Burkett who made an extreme- 
ly favorable impression upon a customer. Tomorrow, next 
week, next month it is just as likely to be any other one of our 
hundreds of employees—in Lincoln, Hastings, Beatrice, York, 
Plattsmouth or any of the towns in our territory—who brings 
a warm glow of satisfaction to the heart of a customer. None 
of us ever can be sure that a customer is not watching our per- 
formance of our duties with anxious and appreciative eyes. 
Anxious because we are performing a service that looms large 
in his eyes, and appreciative because, in most instances, the 
normal human instinct is to applaud a job well done. Our 
employees in all departments do their jobs well, and they are 
considerate and thoughtful—and it is because of these facts 
that this Company enjoys the confidence and affection of the 
public in southeast Nebraska to a degree which frequently 
brings expressions of amazement from keen minded observers. 
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And our subscribers constantly give us evidence of this 
confidence in our employees. Below I give you a note which 
a Lincoln lady left for one of our installers. The lady is em- 
ployed as a PBX operator, and she seemingly knows what she 
wants in the telephone line. She could not be at home when 
the installer arrived, so she left these instructions and the key 
to her apartment with a neighbor: 

Mr. Telephone Man: 

1. Please fix the bell so it just buzzes and doesn’t ring. 

2. Also please fix it so it doesn’t make a noise when the other 
party gets a call or dials out. My last party line phone made as 
much noise when the other party dialed out as when I got a call— 
and this phone will be where I sleep. 

3. If you have any choice, put me on a line with nice quiet peo- 
ple who don’t talk all evening—that’s when I’ll be home. 

: 4. Use the longest 6-foot cord you have. It can’t be too long 
forme. Surely wish I could buy a long cord like I used to buy. _ 

0. Be sure to put in the kind of phone your business office 
designated, for my rollaway has to fit back against the wall. 

6. And, lastly, ’m praying for an easy number as this last 
phone book is the first one not containing my name. 

P. S. No. 1—Did you read this? 

P. S. No. 2—Did you pay any attention to it? 

There is a lady with a real sense of humor. Well, our in- 
staller did read the note and he did pay attention to it, as she 
certainly discovered when she arrived home. Only place 
where he fell down was on that 6-foot cord. He wasn't able to 
find a 6-foot cord that was longer than 6 feet! Reminds me 
of that famous and favorite story of Herb McCulla’s which 
ends: “How long is a 15 foot snake?” 


Pm told that John “Mail Box” McKinzie, Eastern district man- 
ager, and Roy “Doc” Ojers, area manager at Nebraska City, were 
given the old rough-and-dry recently by some of their buddies (?) 
in the Otoe county capital. John sent “Doc” out to buy about $20 
worth of those delicious hams and bacons which a Nebraska City 
packer has made famous all over southeast Nebraska. _ We hasten 
to add that John wasn’t planning to eat all that meat himself—part 
of the purchase was for Lincoln employees. “Doc” bought the meat 
and tossed it into the McKinzie car, which was parked alongside the 
Sehwake drug store. He carefully locked the car, but overlooked 
one unlatched window ventilator. No sooner was he out of sight 
than certain of his “pals’—-who had been watching through a win- 
dow in the store—slipped out, unlocked the car by reaching through 
the ventilator opening, and “lifted” the meat! Reversing the process, 
they locked the car all nice and tight again. Later, when John un- 
locked it to start back to Lincoln, he discovered he was “meatless’”— 
and he was fit to be tied. Brother Ojers, however, was the party who 
was bleeding at every pore. It looked like he was going to be forced to 
lay out $40 for $20 worth of meat! The two men tore frantically into 
the drug store and called the sheriff. Meanwhile, the pranksters 
slipped out the back way and put the meat back into the car! When 
the sheriff arrived, a scowling Mr. McKinzie and a white-faced Mr. 
Qjers led him sternly out to the car—waving their arms and orating 
loudly on the quality of the sheriff’s law enforcement. “Here,” said 
John, throwing open the car door, “here is where the meat was. 
Now, I think you ought—-ah-wa, ah-wa, ah-wa!” The sheriff peered 
into the car. “Whadda you mean—‘where the meat was,’ ” he snorted. 
“There it is!” “So I see,” murmured John, in a still, small voice— 
while “Doc” took his first deep breath in hours. Well, the sheriff was 
hungry and he was thirsty and John had to buy him a lot of sand- 
wiches and coffee and other stuff in order to get him to keep his 
trap shut! You know how John would like that! They tell me that 
his screams of anguish were easily heard as far south cea 
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| January “Accident 


Quiz’ Winners 


one looking at his long, lanky) $9-00 Cash Award — George 


frame, ruddy complexion, wavy 
blond hair would ever imagine 
that he has a son at University. 
eer: has the typical frank and 
friendly attitude of the native Ne- 
braskan. He laughs easily and has 
a remarkable faculty for express- 
ing himself clearly and quickly in 
plain, matter-of-fact fashion. His 
inter-office memoranda at WPB 
were models of simple and direct 
style—most refreshing in that 
breeding place of red tape, lawyer 
language and circumlocution. He 
plays a smart game of cards, but 
misses most of all his sailboating 
on the lakes. 


That is our own Bernard 
Burden to the life. But he 
did his sailing on the Missouri 
river and various sandbars 
therein, Mr. Welch—we don’t 
go in much for lake sailing out 
here on account of being fresh 
out of lakes most of the time! 


“WOODS, PRESIDENT” 


From Page Il, Col. 6 


items being increased taxes 
and increased wage payments. 
Taxes amounted to $521,323— 
first time in the Company’s 
history that total taxes have 
touched the half million dollar 
mark—and exceeded the divi- 
dends paid stockholders by 
$40,000. 


New construction, largely at 
war plants, totaled $240,000. 
The net operating income to 
plant in service was 4.62 per 
cent. At the end of the year, 
the total number of telephones 
in service was 66,454 — a net 
gain for the year of 1,721. 


Mr. Woods pointed out that 
approximately 75 employees— 
including two women—have 
joined the armed forces of 
the nation since war began. 
|Another sizable contingent is 
| giving service to the nation in 
various war industries. Many 
of these were key employees 
whose efficient services are 
difficult, if not impossible, to 
replace. A high rate of labor 
turnover among operators has 
made it very difficult to keep 
service at its usual high levels 
at all times. The fact that the 
Company operates dial ex- 
changes, not only in Lincoln 
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in its territory, has been a life 
saver from the angle of labor 
conservation, according to Mr. 
Woods. 


Operators Needed! 


(4 NEEAL Traffic Superin- 

tendent Brewster has 
asked the “News” to tell em- 
ployees about the Company’s 
genuine need for operators for 
smaller exchanges in our ter- 
ritory. He wants us to ask 
every employee to be alert to 
help the traffic department 
solve a serious problem. The 
constant drain upon our small 
exchange traffic personnel— 
caused by war jobs, popula- 
tion shifts, ete.—has complete- 
ly upset our usual program for 
making replacements. Mr. 
Brewster believes that our 
employees will be able to in- 
terest many women, not now 
employed, in entering our 
service. Women with ’teen 
age daughters, whose _ hus- 
bands are in the service and 
whose government compensa- 
tion is not adequate to their 
needs, would find telephone 
operating pleasant and profit- 
able work. They would be 
sent to our smaller exchanges 
as helpers and, after sufficient 
training, would become con- 
tract chief operators. They 
Should have some aptitude for 
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but in 25 of the smaller towns ‘ 
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Hansen, Construction Dept., 
Lincoln. 

$3.00 Cash Award — Lavonne 
Lowe, Traffic Dept., Fair- 
mont. 

$2.00 Cash Award — Jack L. 


Kuchera, Service Dept., Lin- 
coln. 


HONORABLE MENTION: 


Maxine Herbes, Commercial 
Dept., Osceola; James Alldritt, 
Plant Dept., Friend; Frank 
Nevitt, Wire Chief Dept., 
Beatrice. 


As summarized from the! 
various papers received, the 
following is a solution to the 
January Accident Quiz ques- 
tion: 


1. Who or what was at fault? 


Both “A” and “B” 
fault. 


How could it have been 
avoided? 


It could have been avoided by 
“A” had he taken ordinary 
precaution to keep out of 
danger, and by “B” had he 
been looking where he was 
going. 


What steps should be taken 
to prevent a repetition? 


Several theories have been 
offered in the solution of this 
question. It is the opinion of 
the judges, however, that no 
matter which way the doors 
swing and no matter how 
many warning signs are post- 
ed, carelessness may still 
cause a serious accident. 


When approaching a closed 
door, never stop within door 
Swinging distance to finish a 
conversation, to button up 
your coat, or delay exit from 
this point for any other 
reason. Open the door de- 
liberately and pass through at 
reasonable speed. Having 
passed through the door, get 
clear of it immediately. If it 
is necessary to get back with- 
in range of the door, make 
sure no one is approaching. 
Never open a door violently, 
either toward you or away 
from you. 


were at 


February Service 
Anniversaries 


Twenty-Nine Years 


J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings; 
Clarence Perryman, Lincoln. 
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February, 1943 


$$ 
Twenty-Eight Years 


Alma V. Howell, Lincoln; 
George Mehuron, York. 


Thirteen Years 
R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. 
Moorhead, Geneva. 
Ten Years 
O. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 
Edna C. Edwards, Ruskin; Ber- 
niece Robb, Tecumseh. 


Seven Years 
Frances Hutchens, Geneva. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Florence McKie, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 


B. D. Kline, Superior; W. R. 
Minich, Geneva; Sarah A. Muss- 
man, Western; Dorcas _ Slater, 
Fairbury. 


District and Area 
Station Statistic: 


Twenty-Two Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 


B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda 
Lake, Superior. 


Gain or Loss 
for January, 1943 
Central District 
Eastern District— 
David City 
Nebraska City 
Plattsmouth 


Eighteen Years 


C. M. Bull, Plattsmouth; Ad- 
dalene Lorensen, Weeping Water; 
John L. Potter, Ashland. 


Seventeen Years 


Esther E. Elmshaeuser, Lincoln; 


Hedwig Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. Southern District— 


Auburn 
Beatrice 
Fairbury 
Tecumseh 


Sixteen Years 
Clara M. Jones, Helen Pickard, 
Roy Brendle, Eola Haschenburger 


Dyas, Kenneth Lawson, Ernest H. 
Royce, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 
Wauneta Child, Fairbury; R. S. 
Culver, Lincoln; Bohumil Do- 
cekal, David City; Mary Docekal, 
Brainard; Mary Emerson, Lincoln; 
R. J. Weis, York. 


Fourteen Years 
Kenneth J. Boshart, Military 
service; D. E. Aydelott, Lincoln; 
Rose Janda, Plattsmouth; Edna 


Ragon, Tecumseh; E. T. Wester- 
hoff, Lincoln. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS— 


BEGINNING March Ist, the American Red Cross extends its in- 

vitation to every person in the United States to contribute his 
share to the fund needed to carry on the wonderful service which 
this magnificent organization renders to and for all the boys in 
the armed forces of our country — whether 
soldiers, sailors, air men, or non-combatants. 
Our employees will be asked to join the Red 
Cross and give as generously as they are able 
for this worthy cause. 


Stromsburg 
Superior 


Total Company sta- 
tions as of January 
| 31, 1943 66,757 


We know (and appreciate), what each one 
is doing now in the way of buying bonds, pay- 
ing taxes, and supporting the many other com- 
munity projects which depend upon voluntary 
gifts for support. We realize that Victory taxes 
and possibly other compulsory savings will 
strain everyone’s ability to meet financial re- 
quirements at least for the duration of the 
War but, after all, the financial sacrifices are the least of the 
penalties inflicted by a total war. We can all do without many 
things which we heretofore considered necessary if, by doing 
without them, we can help win this war. 


And so—let’s cheerfully meet the Red Cross solicitor—Give 
with a smile—Never was there a better cause or a greater need. 


—J. H. AGEE. 


THESE EMPLOYEES ALSO SE 
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RVE UNCLE SAM 


1. Roger L. Moore, plant department, Lincoln, is now a seaman second-class and is located at Lake- 


hurst, N. J. 2. Lloyd A. Murphy, 


stationed at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. 
telephone operating, Mr.) struction department. 


construction department, now serving in the Field Artillery, and 
3. Another Great Lakes, IIl., seaman is Delbert C. Mutchie, con- 


4. Howard Stroup, of the Lincoln service department, was an early entrant into 


Brewster states, but are not) “e.service, and is now a private first class in the observation section of a Field Artillery unit in Texas. 
? 


required to have had previous 
| experience. 


i 
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0. Don D. Smith, construction department, d so it} 
|coln, is in the Marine Corps and is now serving in the south Pacific area. 


and son of Howard Smith, manual equipment foreman, Lin- 
6. And here is our other 


WAAC—Ruth Trutna, Wahoo operator. Ruth is located at Bangor, Maine. 
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Eastern District 


Phyllis Taylor, Associate Editor 
Ashland 


Pauline Baton was an Omaha visitor 
on January 7... . The following fair 
lassies were Lincoln visitors during the 
month of January Jerry McDowell, 
Dora Moran and Phyllis Welch. 
Mardelle Sutton spent a few days in 
January at her home in the country. 

Dora Moran and Phyllis Welch de- 
cided that they hadn't done enough 
visiting so they spent January 4 in| 
Omaha. 

Bruno 

Mrs. Evelyn Yindrick, contract office 

left Bruno to make her home 


helper, 
with her husband. Vilma Dolista, chief 
operator-cashier, will have Mrs. Frances 
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David City 
This is a story of three army fellows, 


names unknown. These particular 
draftees formerly worked on a4 gang 
for our Company, and at the present 
time they are working for Uncle Sam 


in the communications department. 
One day the “Telephone News” arrived 
camp, and after a _ terrific 
struggle over who should read the is- 
sue first, they pieced the thing together 
and spotted two very pretty girls from 


their 


at 


the pages of the December issue. 
Things got dull around the camp, and 
so letter was written to Betty 


Michael, and Betty Northway, both op- 


erators in the David City office. As 
vet, we haven’t been permitted to read 
these letters, but this much we found 
out after two hours of questioning— 
he girls haven't sent their pictures 
vet, and sure the girls are going to 
answer the letters. We bet that a cer- 
tain Pfe. Ned Johnson would turn red 


if we did succeed in grabbing that let- | 


ter in one of the scrambles. . . Get- 
ting no letters to spend our time an- 


swering, the rest of us travel—to neigh- | 
Moreane Alidritt, chief | 


boring towns. 
operator, spent the week-end of Janu- 
ary ,23 in Friend. 


ot January 16. . Julia Hilger spent | 
her “free hours’’ with her parents in 
Central City. Ann Stump visited 


in the Weaver home at Falls City for | 
Butjen | 


a couple of days. ... “Cappy” 

was a most welcome visitor at 

Doris Supencheck residence while 

was home on furlough recently. 
Nebraska City 

we are in the midst of winter 

We seem to have survived the cold 


Here 


spell and snow storm quite success- 
fully so far. . We have some pretty 
fast heart beating around the office at 
the present time as a certain soldier 
friend of Nadine Borland is home on 
furlough from a camp in Maryland.... 
Maxine Hunsicker spent the week-end 
of January 24 at her home in Inavale. 


Imo Hurlburt and Nadine Borland | 


spent a very exciting time in Omaha 
the week-end of January 9... . Evelyn 
Letellier was off duty a few days be- 
cause of illness, but we are very happy 
to say that she is back at her teach- 
ing duties. ... Mary Bartyzelle began 
her second week of toll training Janu- 
ary 25. Lillian Bader, our chief 
operator, has been sticking close to her 
home due to the gas rationing, which 
certainly doesn’t allow much traveling, 
and she has been walking to work 
which seems to be all the exercise she 
cares for. ... Long Distance business 
seems to be picking up between a cer- 
tain camp in Rhode Island and Imo 
Hurlburt in our traffic department, as 


calls are coming and going fast and 
furious. Maxine McIntire and 
Dorothy Gump were a disappointed 
pair when they went to Omaha to 
meet Dorothy’s brother home on fur- 
lough. They were waiting patiently 
in the depot in Omaha when they 


were notified that the soldier was al- 
ready in Nebraska City. 


her helper beginning Febru- | 


. Merna Stewart | 
was also a Friend visitor the week-end | 


the | 
he | 


Mary } one oxford. 


So 


1. Verna Alexander, teller in the Lincoln business office, makes bill paying a pleasure for c 
2. Ralph “Muggs” Stebbings slipped up on Ardell Robison, 
Ardell was enjoying a dandy noon-hour snooze. Looks contented, doesn 
ment, looks just like this during most of his working moments. 
5. And this picture introduces Eileen Horner, rec 


ficiency. 
| operator at Syracuse. 
} 
| 


of the office lawn each summer. 


very fine operators, Bertilee Blacker 
and June Milow. Bertilee resigned to 


go to a machinist school and June is 


leaving to join her parents in Port- 
land, Oregon. On Friday evening, 
January 22 the girls at the Wahoo of- 
fice held a theater party in honor of 
‘these two girls. After attending the 
'theater, the girls lunched at the City 
cafe. 


| ter in Lincoln. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Clara Jones, Associate Editor 


Maybe some of the well known fash- 
ion plates in the other departments 
think they are good at introducing 
what the well dressed telephone em- 
ployee of 1943 shall wear. Thank 
goodness, our own little Gerry Amend, 
doesn’t choose “Ot’’ Gorman for her 
guiding star because she has ideas of 
her own. Gerry can be seen each morn- 
ing hiking along, all bundled up with 
her knitting bag under her arm. It 
isn’t that Gerry is such an ardent knit- 
ter but it makes a handy way to carry 
extra shoes she slips on when she 
sheds her boots at the office. Imagine 
Gerry’s surprise one morning when she 
|'reached into the good old knitting 
bag, and pulled out one sandal and 
It certainly looked like 


McKenzie has been putting up a brave|it would be a day for Gerry until 


fight trying to keep her voice, while 

a cold has been working desperately 

to deprive her of it and keep her from 

her duties. Hope you win Mary. 
Seward 


During the cold weather, quite a va- 
riety of snow 
seen at the Seward exchange. 
Beata Merz was on the “sick list’ 
ing the week of January 10. 
glad you're feeling better Beata. 


Mrs. Swingle of York visited our of- | 
. Some people | 


fice on January 18... 
collect antiques, but it seems like Dick 


all the strays, and it looks like he will 
soon have quite an assortment. j 
Dorothy Lange was very ill during the 
month of January. She suffered 
hemorrage of the spinal cord and 
spent several unenjoyable hours at the 
Lineoin General hospital in Lincoln. 
Latest reports indicate that Dorothy 
has returned to her home in Seward, 
and is well on the way to recovery. 
We are very sorry you were ill 
Dorothy, and we wish to extend our 
heartiest best wishes for 
covery. 
Syracuse 
“Dick” Morgan heads the list of va- 
cationers this year. He spent the last 
week of January visiting his brother 
in Denver, Colorado. 
hart spent the week-end of January 
16 in Omaha visiting relatives. As 


she won again. 
of those very 


Laura Sires proved the friend indeed 


began loaned her an extra pair of shoes. 


Let that be a lesson to you, Gerry! 


Keep those eyes open while you’re 


| Patricia Flynn of the printing service 


'unit, better known as “Pat,” has re- 
pants and slacks were) 
‘| con, Arizona. 


dur- | vacation so we hear and we believe it. 
We're | She 


| 


ne Zé : P mainder of her vacation which was 
Manners is starting a collection of dogs. | 


His daughter, Marcia Kay, brings home | 


al cation. She said she had a tooth pulled, 


| 
} 
| 
} 


| 


| 


' 


j at a miscellaneous shower 


{ 
} 
| 


a speedy T€-| Frances Virgil on January 12. Bingo 
/was played and Ruth Brown won the 


| 


| 


| 
} 


- Hausner. 
. Mrs. Lock- | 


known as “ham.” . . Visitors at the! 
office this month were two former | 
“hello” girls, Eunice Copenhaver, op- 


erator at Plattsmouth, and Irene Hal- 
vorsen, now an operator at Lincoln. 
Wahoo 
This bid 


month we farewell to two 


Bernice Jensen of the same unit who’ action—putting him OUT completely! 


spent some time 
usual she played Bingo and, as usual, | ee 
This ti : > | : : 
his time it was On€| ang pruises, but tried to tell us she 
rare and precious items 


getting ready in the morning. 


turned from a vacation spent in Tus- 
Pat had a wonderful 


is wearing a beautiful diamond 
and that pair of wings proves he is in 
service. Our sincere best wishes to 
you, Pat. ... Laura Sires took the re- 


spent doing some sewing. Laurie, 
when you have yours done, please 
drop over. Frances Virgil went 
in for a bit of rough stuff on her va- 


but can she prove it? .... To the lat- 
est bride in the disbursement section, 
the former Teresa Casari, we extend 
best wishes. Teresa was. married De- 
cember 26 to 2nd Lieut. Martin Ber- 
lowitz, of Lincoln, now stationed at 
Fort Riley, Kansas. Teresa was honored 
given by 
Rose Riggs, and 


Grace Hauschild, 


much sought-after prize. ... Returning 
from her vacation looking much the 
worse for it, is our co-worker, ‘Van’ 
Van and her mother were 
injured in a bus and truck crash near 
Wahoo just before New Year’s. Van 
in the hospital at 
recovering from facial cuts 


just got her head bumped. Regard- 
less of how you look to anyone else, 


| Van, you look mighty good to us and 


we are surely glad to have you back. 
, . Good luck to Jane Hirschfeld of 
the disburesment section who has re- 
signed to attend York College and to 


. 
Ne eee rm 


a ee ee a en ae ee 
‘However, Joe, after a nice, peaceful ; Air Corps in February, 1942. 
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is enrolling in the University of Ne- 
braska. We are tossing a hearty wel- 
come to Arlene Schnell and Virginia 
Peterson who have been selected to 
fill these vacancies. . . The time of 
the year has rolled around again for 
another visit from our old friend, Mr. 
Judge of Chicago, whom we are very 


. Mrs. Mary Beaty spent the | Mr. 
week-end of January 23 with her sis- | his knack for auditing so confidentially. 


j 


} 


} 
| 
| 


happy to see. We have learned that 
Judge has other talents besides 


If any of you girls have trouble writ- 
ing letters, Mr. Judge is the man to 
see. He spent part of one noon not 
long ago with offers of assistance while 
your correspondent was writing to a 
friend. The letter was all right and 
we do mean all right, but it was the 
answer we feared—so said letter was 
never mailed. 


Construction Department 
L. C. Jenkins, Associate Editor 


Harry Moss and George Hansen with 
their gangs are removing wire on the 
Lincoln-Grand Island toll lead. 
L. W. Winscot, who is a member of 
Mr. Hansen’s gang received a slight 
back injury and has not been working 
for a few days. . Carl Hedstrom 
and Joy Dobbs have each been off on 
account of the flu. Paul A. 
Schmeltzer, our construction superin- 
tendent, is convalescing at the St. 
Elizabeth’s hospital after an illness of 
several weeks. Paul, we are all anxious 
for your rapid recovery. . Recent 
visitors to the construction office were 
Lt. and Mrs. Thaddeus C. Cone. Thad 
had many interesting experiences to 
tell us and he, with his wife, were en- 
route to a base on the west coast for 
further instructions. ... Recently the 
construction department employed two 
new fellows, J. E. Wright and Harvey 
H. Bogema and they reported to Fore- 
man Art Holcomb at Fairbury and 
Foreman Eichenour at Adams respec- 
tively. Foreman Holcomb and crew, 
along with Foreman G. A. Foster and 
crew, are working on toll line repairs 
out of Fairbury. ...E.J. Eichenour and 
J. M. Hobson are still trimming many 
trees on the Lincoln-Kansas City and 
Nebraska-City-Auburn toll leads. 
Recently Foreman W. F. Combs has 
been picking up odds and ends around 
Hastings... . Vaughn Baum and helper 
have been making cable repairs 
throughout the Eastern district. 
William Conn and helper are work- 
ing on cable maintenance around Lin- 
coln. ... Norman Zipp is about ready 
to report to the Army. Two more new- 
comers to our department are W. D. 
Shaw and David C. Scow, who were 
sent to Foreman Foster at Fairbury. 
.. . We are sorry to hear of the death 
of Carl Hedstrom’s sister, Mrs. Frances 
Duncan. 


General Offices 
Christine Witt, Associate Editor 


Flu seemed to be a real menace in 
the general commercial department for 
one week during the month of Janu- 
ary. Mary Margaret Pohlenz was one 
of the victims, as was also her su- 
pervisor, Mr. Lawson. Happy to say, 
they are now both in the best of health. 
; The following week our staff 
artist, Joe Hartley, was stricken with 
neuralgia. As a last resort for pain 
relief, he went to the doctor to have 
two teeth pulled. The result caused 


. 


like is Roy Galley, acting revenue accountant—as befits a man who is 
phone bills out on time in the midst of a continuous labor turn-over. 
8. Harlan Cane, cost engineer, Lincoln, was one o 
9. Ruth Rittenhouse, operator, Hebron, takes a moment off from the board to face the camera. 


of the general shop, 


He says he gets calluses on his left ear! é 
ently employed operator at Tecumseh. 6. Grim and business- 
forced to rassle with the problem of getting the monthly tele- 
7. H. F. Apking, switchboardman at Hebron, takes excellent care 
f our greatest bicycle enthusiasts—for one entire week! 


(?) rest is back on the job again. 


Supply Depariment 
John Reed, Associate Editor 

This month, we have several inter- 
esting items about soldier sons of tele- 
phone employees. One concerns Ist 
Lieut. Thomas Huddleston of the Com- 
bat Engineers, son of H. Huddleston, 
who wrote his father that he is now 
stationed somewhere in Africa. With- 
out mentioning the name and exact 
location, Tom gave a graphic descrip- 
tion of his surroundings. He has a 
room on the sixth floor of a modern 
hotel, from which he has a good view 
of the blue sea. Lemons, oranges, and 
tangerines grow in this location. The 
population, he said, is composed of 
fifty percent French and fifty percent 
Arabs. The city has been bombed 
frequently. . . . Another of Bert’s 
boys, Jack Huddleston, a_ technical 
sergeant in the Signal Corps, was in 
Lincoln on fifteen-day leave January 
6 and visited the shop on January 8. 
He is stationed at McDill Field, Tampa, 
Florida, where he has charge of the 
maintenance of communication lines. 
1st Lieut. Sterling Dobbs, son of Joy 
Dobbs of the construction department, 
and a former supplier, was a surprise 
visitor to the general shop on January 
28. Sterling was home on leave during 
his transfer from the Engineer Corps 


in Panama to training in the Air 
Corps at San Antonio, Texas. Glad 
you dropped in, Sterling! We 


ran across this item in a Lincoln daily 
(December 28): “Technical Sergeant 
Francis Donovan of Lincoln, Nebraka, 
an engineer was one of a crew of a 
Liberator bomber labelled ‘Yanks from 
Hell’ which scored three direct hits on 
a Japanese ship, either a heavy cruiser 
or a 10,000-ton transport, probably de- 
stroying the enemy vessel.” We are 
proud to say that his father is Frank 
Donovan, night custodian at the ware- 
house. .. . Oscar Lewis had the pleas- 
ant experience of discovering that his 
son, Dewey, is now training at the 
Lincoln Air Base. Oscar has not yet 
figured just how it happened, but it 
seemed that Dewey was told to report 
at Phoenix, Arizona, last fall. Arriv- 
ing there in due time, he was assigned 
to the basic six-week training course. 
On January 10, Oscar received a tele- 
gram from his son announcing that he 
was being shipped to an unknown des- 
tination. A few days later Oscar was 
astonished and delighted to receive a 
telephone call from Dewey revealing 
that he is now at the Lincoln Air Base 
and would be able to see him every 
week. Looks like old Lady Luck 
has dealt kindly with Oscar again, and 
we are glad for him! ... Pfe. Howard 
Stroup was another visitor in the gen- 
eral repair shop on January 14. He 
was on leave from Camp Bowie, Texas, 
where he is in the artillery. ... 
Robert Tucker was in the general 
shop on January 13 for a short visit 
with his friends there. Bob worked 
in the shop during the spring and sum- 
mer of last year before going to the 
Grand Island Ordnance Plant. He went 
into the Army on January 15. He 
told us at the time of his visit that he 
planned to enter the Air Corps. We 
wish you luck, Bob! ... We received 
a very nice letter from Corporal Boyd 
Wedgwood, a supplier who entered the 


ustomers by her pleasant, courteous ef- 
Lincoln, and sneaked this picture while 
’t he? 3. George Mann, dispatcher in the Lincoln service depart- 


4, Meet Margery Wenninghoff, 


Boyd 
is now stationed somewhere in Eng- 
land. He found his new station a 
very interesting one and said that the 
people there were very kind to Ameri- 
can soldiers, often going out of their 
way to help a soldier locate his destina- 
tion. . . . New employees at the ware- 
house are Phillip Morgan, night serv- 
iceman in the Lincoln garage and 
Joseph Giest, part-time warehouseman. 
Both started here on January 25.... 
Ruth Marrow, who worked during De- 
cember on L. A. Stacy’s crew, was 
transferred to the garage office to take 
the place of Betty Schuette on Janu- 
ary 4. Betty resigned on January 1 
to work for the Union Life Insurance 
Company of Lincoln. . Mr. Kelly, 
of the Farmers’ Telephone Company, 
North Bend, was in the general re- 
pair shop on January 27 to inspect our 
cord repair methods. ... Mrs. Ila 
Wylder (nee Hansen) opened the 1943 
vacation season a mite early by spend- 
two weeks, January 24 to February 6 
with her soldier husband in Sacra- 
mento, California. Enroute to Cali- 
fornia, she spent two days in the moun- 
tains waiting for the train tracks to 
be repaired after a flood. 
Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 
We have never put much stock in 
weather forecasts as a rule. So when 
the paper came out recently and said 
“Big Blow Expected”’ we were inclined 
to shrug it off as just some more propa- 
ganda. But the weather man was right. 
Dick Lahr came back to work the 
next day. Old “Doc” looks like Cali- 
fornia had done all right for him. He 
has been out there building ships, but 
he expects that long-waited final call 
from Uncle Sam soon, and is back here 
until he goes to the Army. ... And 
Spahnle dropped in after completing 
his signal officer’s course in New 
Jersey. He has graduated and has a 
diploma to prove it. The old boy is 
looking good, we must admit. He has 
lost ten pounds, which didn’t hurt 
him any, because he got rid of it in 
the right places. You can get around 
his belt line now without a “C’”’ book. 
... He tells us that Newens has gradu- 
ated, feet and all. And Bill Morris 
has his sheep skin which he carries 
with him all the time. Of course he 
wears his officer’s uniform, but some 
of the privates won’t salute him until 
he shows them his diploma. ... Have 
you taken a slant at that new suit 
Brother Schlentz has been parading 
around in lately? We must say it is 
becoming and it has a vest too, which 
is something these days. The folks in 
the office say it is a rainbow vest. 
We didn’t know what that meant so 
they explained that they call it a rain- 
bow vest because of all the different 
colors put on it by the eggs, butter, 
soup, tomato juice, etc., which it 
catches in the course of a few weeks. 
. Speaking of clothes, do you re- 
member that old suit which Fielding 
Woods used to wear when he was here? 
It should have been one of the first 
things to go when they had the sal- 
vage drive but they tell us he is still 
wearing it. In his own drivelling way 
he probably thinks he is doing his bit 
in the war effort. When he bought 
the suit there was a tag on it which 
read, ‘“‘Be Patriotic! Wear this gar- 
ment for the duration.” But after all 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


there is such a thing as taking ad- 
vantage of a situation. Somebody 
ought to tell him that they got the guys 
who sank the Maine. . ... We read in 
the paper recently that the government 
has asked people to pick up nails and 
glass and such stuff to keep folks from 
having flat tires. A few mornings 
later we noticed Evelyn Pruss, Mar- 
jorie Smith, and Shirley Linebaugh 
get out of a big sedan and walk in the 
office. Evidently somebody had picked 
them up and brought them to work. 
Whoever it was must be confused. We 
read the article carefully and it says 
to pick up the nails and glass all 
right, but as far as we can see you let 
the flat tires get to work the best way 
they can. It seems like every 
month we say the wrong thing about 
something and have to _ apologize. 
Myrtle Hiner says we are all wet about 
her landing on her head when she 
skidded recently. She says she lit on 
her ankle and has adhesive tape to 
prove it. She somewhat wrathfully in- 
sists that it was your correspondent 
who fell, or was dropped, on his head 
years ago. We don’t remember such 
an event, but we are both shocked and 
hurt to discover how many people 
agree with Myrtle on this point. ... 
Have you noticed those new glasses 
Cleveland broke out with lately? Some 
of the folks think they make him look 
intelligent, but after all that’s ask- 
ing a lot from just a pair of ordinary 
glasses. He claims he needed glasses 
because of eye strain. We don’t want 
to start an argument but, if he does, 
it’s the first time we ever heard of 
anybody getting eye strain from sleep- 
ing. The doctor tried to sell him bi- 
focals but he balked on that. He said 
he was afraid every time he looked at 
Walroth he would see two of him, One 
Walroth at a time, he declares, is all 
anyone can take. We'll go even fur- 
ther and insist that one is too many! 
Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

Two new employees whom we wel- 
come to our forces are B. L. Arm- 
strong, in the main office switchroom 
and Geraldine Knee, service opera- 
tor. She is the granddaughter of O. 
P. Knee, a former employee in this 
department. . Mrs. Nellie Bykerk, 
service operator, resigned recently to 
accept a position at the Hill Hatchery. 
... Two happy people are Mr. and Mrs. 
H. C. Smith, who have two sons in the 
armed forces, one in the Navy and 
the other in the Marines. Elryn D., 
first class seaman, spent a two weeks 
furlough at home, having just re- 
turned from overseas. He has been 
in Ireland, England, and North Africa. 
They have recently received word from 
Don D., of the Marines, that he is now 
stationed in New Zealand. He says the 
eats and weather are wonderful, and 
that the New Zealanders treat the 
United States boys like kings. = 
Max Jenkins, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
E. Jenkins, is an instructor at the 
Army Administration School at Hunts- 
ville, Texas. . . . Pfc. Howard Stroup, 
former employee in the switchroom, 
visited us when on a furlough from 
Camp Bowie. Howard wishes to thank 
the Company for the useful gift he 
received when he was inducted into 
the Army. . Rex Winders, Harry 
Knudson and Milo Caslasky, victims of 
the flu, have been absent from work 
for several days. ...Mrs. Ona Laverty 
of Washington, D. C. was a visitor in 
our department during January. Mrs. 
Laverty was formerly the time clerk 
for the service department. ... W. H. 
Webster has received word that a 
daughter, Martina Lee, arrived at the 
home of his daughter and son-in-law, 
W. D. Reel, January 18, 1943. This 
makes Bill a very proud grandpa.... 
Roger L. Moore, former employee in 
this department, was home on a ten 
day furlough last month. He is sta- 
tioned at the Great Lakes Naval Train- 
ing Station and says he likes it fine... . 
Mary Sullivan spent a few days in 
Chicago, sight-seeing, skating, etc. She 
claims she enjoyed herself immensely. 
. . . We are glad to report that R. L. 
Dalton is now home from the hospi- 
tal. He has made a trip down to see 
us and, although he is still in a cast, 
he gets around very well. ...H.E. 
Jenkins and F. P. Darnold spent a few 
days last month installing equipment 
at Geneva. 


Lincoln Traffic Denvartment 
Helen McMeen, Associate Editor 


Just between us operators: The in- 
teresting thing about Dorothea Holly’s 
new diamond ring is that it is replac- 
ing one only a month old. Where do 
you throw the old ones, Holley? .... 
Flash backs: Remember Maxine Mati- 
son and Verna Mae Hansen? Maxine is 
now Mrs. Lee Bishop and Verna is 
Mrs. Palmer Herring. Night chief op- 
erator Eola Haschenberger is now Mrs. 
Dyas. Phyllis Beatty of the cafeteria 
staff became Mrs. Russel Therien re- 
cently. ... Ethel Heftley celebrated her 
birthday with a week-end jaunt to Falls 
City. Then, in the traveling mood she 
went to Carlisle, Pennsylvania to pin 
newly-acquired bars on a certain lieu- 
tenant. Zeta Thomas is keeping 
army morale up with a trip to Denver. 
. . Florence Buchanan resigned to 
accept a PBX position and Deloris 
Coons is now a driver at the Air Base. 
... Maxine Neumann went to Wymore 
on her birthday. ... Evelyn Leypoldt 
is now Mrs. Jack Bell.... A new group 
of information operators is being 
trained by Louise Porter and Caroline 
Ronhovde. Included are: Wilma Hous- 
ton, Ruby McKeen, Selma Unterseher, 
Leota Smelser, and Mollie Michel, ... 
To assign working hours to each opera- 
tor we have a group of trick cards 
marked with the girls’ last names. 
Velma Baade has long been puzzled 
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about one of the names, but it has 


been cleared up since she asked ‘Who’ 


is. Va-c-a-n-t?”’ . . mM response to the 
good word given our department in the 
“service department” news last month, 
we wish to reply that one could not 


help but cooperate. With such a fine! Instead of everyone being the king | 


group of men as they have in that de- 
partment, we marvel that they continue 
to withstand all our 
Dlaints’” and still 
dispositions. 


Southern District 
Harian Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 
Harold Wrightsman spent his two 
weeks leave from the Navy visiting 
his sister, Helen Wrightsman, commer- 
cial clerk at Auburn. 
Beatrice Commercial 


Wilma Ranklu spent January 22 in 


Lincoln. . Area Commercial Man- 
ager Charles Dickenman spent the 
week-end in Nebraska City visiting 
relatives. 


Beatrice Plant 
Taking advantage of the long New 
Year’s week-end, Welton Grant and 


family visited friends and relatives in | 
. Myron | 


Lincoln, Mead and Omaha... 
Birdsley had the misfortune to injure 
his eye recently while trimming trees. 
The injury while not painful caused 
him some inconvenience, due to the 
bandaged optic he was forced to navi- 
gate with only one eye for a few days. 

. Frank Walters has cut expenses 
again. This time he acquired a new 
pipe. It’s guaranteed to burn anything. 
Latest observations only serve to em- 


phasize this fact, his pet mixture at this | 


writing is made up of chopped rubber 
bands, ground horse hair, a few pieces 
of rug, pencil shavings, a little dirt, 
and a Velvet tobacco base. The boys 
are amazed as he keeps coming back 
for more. . . . Pitch is still quite popu- 
lar with the boys, everyone claims to 
be the champ. So to settle the issue, 


1 “WITH THE COLORS" 


Vern ©. Amick, 
Weeping Waiter Plani Depi. 


R. D. Andrews, 
General Traffic Department. 


H. D. Ash, 
Consiruction Department. 


Ernest M. Barney, 
Suppiy Deparimeni. 


James L. Baxter, Jr., 
Construction Depariment. 


Allan G. Behm, 
Supply Deparitmeni. 


William R. Behrns, 
David City Plant Department. 


Paul H. Black, 
Supply Department. 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 


i’ Clyde D. Bucknell, 
; Construction Deparitmeni. 


Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Deparitmeni. 


George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


William H. Burt, 
Consiruction Department. 


Ray Chambers, 
Consiruction Department. 


Thad Cone, 
Consiruction Department. 


Charles E. Connors, 
Construction Department. 


James D. Crabill, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


D. W. Cunningham, 
Supply Department. 


E. I. DeVries, 
Construction Department. 


John B. Eidemiller, 

| Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
| Chauncey J. Erickson, 

| Consiruction Department. 


George E. Fech, 

| Consiruction Department. 

} John Fischer, 

Lincoln Service Department. 


Donavin Frankforter, 
Construction Department. 


Raymond E. Freeman, 
Weeping Waiter Plant Dept. 
Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


‘Leslie G. Hansen, 
Consiruction Department. 


G. S. Hart, 
Accounting Department. 


Richard D. Hartley, 
Lincoln Service Depariment. 


Thomas B. Hedges, 
Consiruction Department. 


Gay T. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 
Geraid R. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 

Jack Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 


Wilfred R. Huddiesion, 
Consiruction Department. 


“trouble com- | 
retain such serene | 


} 

‘Bob Schouborg, Dan Higgins, Myron 
'Birdsley, Harlan Gillespie, Lloyd Ogles- 
by, and Leland Hodge gathered around 
the table and the battle began. When 
_the smoke lifted three hours later, Lo 
and Behold! the games were all even. 


bee, no one is, so the word battle 
of claims and counter claims continues. 


| Beatrice Traffic 


Sarah Ellen Pollock changed her 
/name to Goble, January 16, and moved 
_to Tarkio, Missouri to live... . Dar- 
| lene Burgett also changed her name 
,to Mrs. Art Claussen, and will live in 
California. Best wishes to both of you 
|girls. . . . Betty Bede received one of 
those bright and shining rings from 
her one and only for Christmas. . . 
'Grace Claussen and Pauline Bott have 
|/entered defense work at Store Kraft. 
. . . We are happy to welcome Mrs. 
| Allen, the former Evelyn Sparks, back 
| to the office. 


Clatonia 


| Mrs. Alpers, chief operator spent her 
two weeks vacation visiting relatives in 
|Ben Lomond, Arkansas. 


Cook 


Mrs. Townsend’s daughter, 
| spent the holidays with her. 


| Crab Orchard 
} 


| Mrs. Sharp was a Lincoln visitor 
| Christmas Day and she visited in Beat- 
| rice, December 29.... Mrs. Lula Hulls 
attended a Christmas party at Beatrice 
| the evening of December 25. ... John 
Jones spent the holidays with his 
mother, Mrs. Helen Jones. 
DeWitt 
Irene Schuerman has resigned to ac- 
i'cept employment with the DeWitt state 
| bank. . . . Mrs. Lydia Seeman is our 
' new student operator. 
| 
| Fairbury 
| The traffic department held an all 
night New Year’s party, taking in 
the show, playing cards and ending 


Maxine, 


William B. Imler, 
Construction Department. 


Ned Johnson, 
Construction Department. 


Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 


Ervin H. Klundi, 
Hastings Plant Department. 


Roy W. Knorr, 
Plattsmouth Plant Department. 


« Hugh LaMaster, 


Consiruction Department. 
Waldo J. McDowell, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Wilma McIntire, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Roger L. Moore, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


F. William Morris, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Construction Department. 


Delbert C. Mutchie, 
Consiruction Department. 


Loren P. Neal, 
Supply Department. 


Adrian M. Newens, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


B. I. Noble, 
Area Manager, York. 


Joseph C. Nosky, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 


Bev N. Oit, 
Supply Department. 


William D. Quinn, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Leland L. Rauch, 
Construction Department. 


Ted M. Ray. 
District Clerk, Beatrice. 


\e Bernard F. Sand, 


Nebraska City Plant Dept. 


Jacob Sandoval, 
York Plant Department. 


Earl J. Schemmerhorn, 
Wymore Plant Department. 


Robert R. Schouborg, 
Construction Department. 


¢John R. Shipp, 
Construction Department. 


Dan Smith, 
District Clerk, Beatrice. 


Don D. Smith, 
Construction Deparimeni. 


Howard Spahnle, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Robert A. Stall, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


A. E. Stansbury, 
Beatrice Plant Department. 


Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Ruth E. Trutna, 

Wahoo Traffic Department. 


George A. Wasson, 
Construction Department. 


Boyd Wedgwood, 
Supply Department. 
Clyde S. Whittington, 
Supply Departmen. 


Robert E. Wohiberg, 
Supply Department. 


. 
— 
—_——— 
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morning. . . . Beryl Leslie and Edna 
Best gave a surprise shower January 


21 in honor of Helen Holmes, who is 


soon to become Mrs. Robert Hummel. 
|... Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Caley spent 
last Wednesday, January 13 in Lincoln 
visiting a sister who is ill in ‘the 
hospital. 

Friend 
Roberta Redman spent her vacation 
visiting her parents and brothers at 
Denver. ... Mr. and Mrs. G. D. Brock 
visited relatives and friends in Hastings. 
Roberta Redman and Dorothea 
Heckman were Lincoln shoppers, Janu- 
ary 21. 
Humboldt 


Betty Burow visited relatives in 
Pawnee City, January 14 and 15.... 
Catherine and Belle Gillan were visi- 
tors in Falls City, January 15. Per 
George Damon and family spent Janu- 
ary 16, in Falls City, visiting relatives. 
. . . Mary Meister and Betty Burow 
motored to Falls City. 


Steinauer 


Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Divis, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Cahill and children of 
St. Edwards spent New Year’s at 
Steinauer with Mr. and Mrs. Fred Divis. 
. . . Gladys Neugebauer spent Decem- 
ber 31 in Pawnee City. 


Tecumseh 


Harold Drake spent Christmas with 
relatives in Lincoln. . . . Jack Fowler 
spent December 28 visiting in Weep- 
ing Water. . Hazel Nichols spent 
Christmas with her daughters at Lin- 
coln. Pauline Rowe and June 
Nichols visited with their mother Mrs. 
hazel Nichols the week-end of Janu- 
uary 2 and 16. ... Jack Fowler spent 
New Year’s visiting in Weeping Water 
and Plattsmouth. . .. Dorothy Oster- 
thun, relief cashier was transferred to 
the traffic department. Mrs. Fowler is 
taking her place as relief cashier... . 
Seems like Jack Fowler has taken over 
as neighborhood handy-man up around 
his place fixing sleds, carrying out 
ashes, starting cars for neighbors and 
their youngsters. He really had a job 
on. his hands when he was called one 
night last week to shut off the water 
when a pipe broke. 


Wilber 


Mary Helen Kozak is our new student 
operator. 


Western District 
Ralph Wait, Associate Editor 
Davenport 


Margaret Lautenschlager is the new 
relief operator at Davenport. 


Geneva 


The feminine employees enjoyed a 
chili feed at the home of Helen Hillyer, 
Thursday evening, January 21. This 
was in honor of the birth anniversaries 
of Frances Hutchens, Erma Dixon, and 
Helen Adermann. Anna Seymour, of 
Lincoln, was a guest of the evening. 
' . Francis Darnold, Herb Jenkins, 
and Charles Peachman, of Lincoln, 
have been working at the Geneva ex- 
change. 


Hastings Commercial Department 


The announcement of the engagement 
of Alma Vollweiler to Bernard L. Her- 
zog, on January 1, came as a complete 
surprise to us here in the Hastings 
office. To top this off, Mary Jane 
Johnson was married Sunday evening 
at candle-light services to Staff Ser- 
geant Paul F. Schuldt of Hastings now 


stationed at Marfa, Texas. Best of 
wishes to Mary and @gaul. 
Hastings Plant Department 


Just for the record, we wish to re- 
port that during the latter part of De- 
cember, Ralph Wait was off for a few 
days sick with a “strep” throat. For 
future reference, we give notice to all 
interested and disinterested parties— 
never send Wait a card unless you wan’ 
him to show up immediately. The fel. 
lows all got together and sent him onc 
of these “hurry up and get well” card 
and before the mail man had a chancc 
to deliver it, Wait showed up for work 

. Jack Mason was pleasantly sur- 
prised by his son, Tom, who showed up 
at home on leave from his ship while 
it was being repaired. Tom is serving 
on a transport in the Pacific and was 
in charge of the third landing barge 
which landed Marines on Tulagi Island 
at the beginning of activities on Guada- 
canal. During the activities, Tom saw 
the Boise and San Francisco while 
they were dishing it out and also while 
they were taking it on the chin. ... 
George Brock paid us a visit during the 
month and we are sorry to report that 
until we mentioned it, he failed to re- 
new his invitation to stop at the Brock 
mansion for coffee on the way to and 
from Lincoln. ... This correspondent 
is hard up for news and when he threw 
out the old line for news, Hank Wen- 
tink says to be sure to mention the fact 
that during the month, Mr. Wait in- 
stalled a 15-type printer at the Navy 
Depot and had it running in thirty 
minutes. After a lot of stalling, Wait 
admits that it took him all morning to 
get it installed and lined up, but after 
that it only took him half an hour to 
finish his check test. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


The new toll students are: Geraldine 
Sherman, Marjorie Kral, Adelaide Yost, 
and Mrs. Ruth Pollock, formerly Ruth 
Young who was an operator in the 
York office. ... Our new local students 
are: Euteva Lee, and Phyllis Ricker, 
both high school girls who are working 
part time. . Several of our girls 
spent the week-end out of town vis- 
iting their parents. Mabel Johnson was 
in Bradshaw, Faye McCall at Prosser, 
and Ida Schmidt at Riverton. ... Beth 
Borley spent most of the week-end in 
bed with a case of flu. ... Mrs. Vera 
Adams has been staying home the past 
week taking care of her two little girls 
who have the measles. . Phyllis 
Roberts, Edna Heeren, and Jean Arnold 
have left our Company and are now 

|} employed at the Jaden Manufacturing 
/Co. doing defense work. . Luta 
Meddles has accepted the position as 
local assistant manager of the Rivoli 


| theatre here in Hastings. 
rn Eee 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


[SS 
with breakfast at six o’clock in the! 


Hebron 
Miss Seymour visited at this exchange 
‘from January 5 to January 8... . Mrs. 


Kenneth Butler, nee Bette Long, a 
former operator at Hebron, visited this 
office the fore part of January. ... 
Veima Schoenholz, former part time 
commercial clerk, has left our force and 
is now employed at the Bruning Air 
Base. We welcome Betty Nacke to our 
office force as the new part-time com- 
mercial clerk. . Anita Marquart, 
Carlean Bartling, Ruth 
and Rolla Willems, operators, spent a 

| 


Rittenhouse, 


day shopping, visiting, and ‘what have 
you” in Fairbury one day during Janu- 
ary. ... Doris Bartcher, operator, spent 
the week-end of January 9 with her 
folks at Lebanon, Kansas, and also with 
her sister at Smith Center, Kansas. ... 
Eva Stutz, night operator, is working 
days during the month of January. 


Polk 


Due to the gas rationing, the Polk 
girls have been staying home and ‘tend- 
ing to their knitting for once. How- 
ever, a couple of the girls seem to have 
“B” cards, namely, Arlene Wright who 
was a Central City visitor, January 10, 
and Linnea Ekdahl who was a Grand 
Island visitor, December 27. 


Stromsburg 


The traffic and commercial girls held 
a party at the office the evening of 
January 4. Maxine Olson, a former op- 
erator who was spending the holiday 
season at home, was also present. 
| Superior 
| Area Manager Frank F. Kubat has 
| purchased a home and is busy with 

the paint brush prior to moving in... 

The girls don’t get far from home with 


| gas rationing in effect and trains so un- 
certain, but Cozie Bruckert managed to 
spend a day at her home in Bruning, 
and Frances Stuck got as far as Has- 
tings for some shopping. 


York 


Perhaps because the urge to travel 
at Christmas time was patriotically 
stifled, ‘“‘trips’’ became the order of 
most week-enders shortly after. Lela 
Watson and Gladys Lisk traveled south 
with Lauretta Rowley in Lincoln. Edna 
Plughaupt spent the week-end of Janu- 
ary 16 in Lincoln and Seward. Minnie 
Metcalf spent the same week-end in 
| Sioux City in company with her soldier 
| brother from Ft. Warren, Wyoming. 
Geoline Luebbe spent the week-end of 
January 10 in Staplehurst and came 
back to spend most of the following 
week in bed with the flu. ... We are 
proud of the honor accorded Shirley 


| 

Salyard recently when she was made 
Queen of Job’s Daughters. . . Celia 
Klone left us January 18 to take a PBX 
position with Maxon Construction Co. 
in Hastings. Best of luck, Celia! ... 
Joan Belcher and Marie Adkisson make 
up our latest toll class under the super- 
vision of Instructor Beth Mohler... 


Mrs. Jay Shaeffer and Mrs. Wendell 


\ 


think you might like to see some of his “flops.” 


ity of the pictures which Joe Hartley, 


Shaw, former operators, 
office recently. 


‘Happiness Ahead” 


Make Jane Johnson, daugh- 

ter of Mr. and Mrs. H. B. 
Johnson of Hastings, and Staff 
Sergeant Paul F. Schuldt, son 
of Rev. and Mrs. F. C. Schuldt 
Hastings, were united in mar- 
riage at a candlelight service 
at St. Paul Lutheran church in 
Hastings on January 24. Staff 
Sergeant Schuldt is stationed 
at Marfa, Texas. Mrs. Schuldt 
is employed in the Hastings 
commercial office. 


Lucile Poppe, Hebron traf- 
fic and Robert Thomas, of He- 
bron were united in marriage 
on Sunday afternoon January 
3, at St. John’s Lutheran 
church of Chester. Rev. O. W. 
Juengel preformed the cere- 
mony. 


Velma Barson, York traffic 
and Marvin Garlock of Tren- 
ton, Missouri were married at 
noon Sunday, December 27. 
The ceremony took place at 
the United Brethren church in 
Trenton, Missouri, Rev. Omar 
Wetherell officiating. 


Mary Myrtle Murphy of 
Tecumseh and Ensign Leonard 
K. Gibbs of Long Branch, were 
married at St. Andrew’s 
church by Rev. Thomas Bar- 
den. The bride has been an 
operator at Tecumseh for the 
past four years. 


ILDRED Buschow,' Has- 
tings traffic, was united in 
marriage to Corporal Marvin 
J. Schulz. The ceremony took 
place at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
church at Blue Hill on Decem- 


February, 1943 


visited our! ber 10, 1942. Rev. J. N. Marxen 


performed the rituals. 
® @ 

Kunice LaRene Beverage, 
Plattsmouth traffic, was mar- 
ried to Carl E. Tiekotter on 
Christmas Eve. The wedding 
took place at the Presbyterian 
manse, Plattsmouth, Dr. H. G. 
McClusky officiating. 

e@ @ 

Phyllis Beaty, Cafeteria, 
Lincoln, and Cpl. Russell A. 
Therien were united in mar- 
riage on December 31. He is 
stationed at Maxwell Field, 
Alabama. ; 

e® @ 

Evelyn Sparks, Beatrice 
traffic, was married to Pfc. 
Lorance Allen on December 
10, 1942, by Judge Noble, at 
Beatrice. Mr. Allen reported 
back to the: Army and Mrs. 
Allen is working with us 
again. 

@ @ 

Darlene Burgett, Beatrice 
traffic, and L. A. Claussen 
were married on January 5, 
1943 by Rev. Ross McCown. 
Mr. and Mrs. Claussen will 
live at Manhattan Beach, Cali- 
fornia. 

® @ 

Betty Jean Hawley, Auburn 
traffic, resigned work to be- 
come the bride of Virgil Bohl- 
ing. The wedding took place 
at the Hickory Grove Luth- 
eran church, January 31. Rev. 
B. C. Wiebke officiated. 


“Journey's End” 


IRWIN P. KOONTZ, Lincoln, 
passed away February 3, 
1943. Funeral services were 
held Saturday, February 6, 
at Castle, Roper & Matthews 
chapel. Mr. Koontz was the 
father of Frances Koontz of 
the engineering department. 


HOLD ON TO YOUR HATS, FOLKS! 


| Raed times in the past the “News” has commented: with enthusiasm upon the high qual- 

our staff photographer, takes with the Company’s 
But sometimes he doesn’t do so good—and we 
The “Speed Graphic” is not primarily a 


portrait camera—due to the wide-angle lens, which is fine for fast action flash and distance 
shots but which distorts portraits and put the most enormous noses you ever saw on most 


subjects. 
Chin” Cone! 


camera accentuated. 2. Howard “Dopey” Spahnle! 


high-powered “Speed Graphic” camera. 


In the above “Chamber of Horrors” la 


yout we give you: 1. Thaddeus C. 
Thad has plenty of chin, at that, but the flash threw shadows which the 
This is the horrible result of a fast 


“Triple- 


flash—he was batting his eyes as the shutter opened. 3. Mike “Hunchback-Of-Notre-Dame” 
Kgan! This picture is all out of proportion for so many reasons that we refuse to list them. 


4. This shot of A. B. “Ears” Gorman is the only good picture in the lot. 


Not a thing wrong 


with it. We simply publish it to prove that the camera can’t be wrong all the time! 5. Howard 
“The Nose” Smith has no such probascis as this in real life. 


are the answers. 


6. And Perry “Executioner” 
hangman in real life. Just wave this 


|—they will turn over a new leaf at once! 


Distortion and poor lighting 


Caldwell doesn’t look a bit like a Gestapo 
picture in front of the kiddies when they are naughty 


J 
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Morgan Resigns; 
Ager to Syracuse 


Dick Morgan Moves To 
West Coast; New Manager 
Has Served In Lincoln 
and Wymore. 


\I M. H. “Dick” 
Morgan, of Syracuse, re- 
signed from our service on| 
_.. Lebruary 1d, } 
™ and left 
3 February 19 | 
- for Whittier, 
Calif., where | 
> he will enter 
the service of | 
. Consolidated 
| Telephone) 
=» Company in 
‘een the capacity | 
of ecombina-| 
tionman. Dick 


ANAGER M. 


has had a| 


move to the west coast in mind | 
for some time and, on his va- 
cation trip last year, he looked 
into the Whittier situation and 
found it attractive. Dick is 
the possessor of a remarkably 
fine personality and has 
acquired a host of friends 
throughout our territory dur- 
ing his years of service. All| 
of them deeply regret his de- 
parture, but they are a unit in 
wishing Mr. and Mrs. Morgan | 
success and happiness in their 
new field. Dick joined our 
Company as a groundman at 
Hastings, in 1928. Later, he be- | 
came a lineman and, by 1933, 
he rated the title of combina-| 
tionman. His promotion to the 
managerial post at Syracuse | 
came on March 1, 1939. 
Succeeding Mr. Morgan at. 
Syracuse is Allan L. Ager, 
who is promoted from the po- 
sition of com- 
binationman | 
at Wymore. 
Mr. Agerisa! §& 
young man| @ wy 
whose ability 
and extreme- 
ly pleasant 
personality 
should win 


him a _ high 
place in the  —°  — 
affections of Allan L. Ager 


Syracuse citi- 

zens. He brings to his new 
position a well rounded back- | 
ground of plant and commer- 
cial experience. Al was first 
employed as a groundman, in 
the construction department, 
in 1934. Later, he became a 
lineman and, in 1937, he was | 
transferred into the general| 
shop. In January, 1941, he 
was transferred to the Lin- 
coln business office for a year 
of commercial training, after 
which he spent several months 
as a combinationman in the 
Lineoln service department. 
His transfer to Wymore came 
in August, 1942. 


H. Walker Goes 


To Nebraska City 
ARRY Walker, combina- 
tionman in the Lincoln 

service department, was 

transferred to the Nebraska 

City plant department in the 


‘| lost. 


Benefit Plan 


Begins to Function 
i ies recently organized Em- 
ployees Mutual Benefit As- 
sociation, which began to op-| 
erate officially on December | 
16, 1942, has already approved 
and paid several claims. Claim 
No. 1 was paid for hospitaliza- 
tion received by Elvannah 
-Hausner, accounting depart-'| 
ment, Lincoln, following an 
auto accident on January 4 in 
which she was quite painfully 
injured. Six additional claims 
have since been paid. Em- 
ployees involved were W. P. 
‘Conn, Cloyd Bucknell and 
‘Paul Schmeltzer, all of the | 
‘construction department, 
|Evelyn Pruss, Lincoln com- 
‘mercial, Irene Siefert, ac- 
counting department, and 
‘Christine Witt, general com- 
mercial department. 

It becomes increasingly ap- 
parent that our employees ex- 
‘'ercised wisdom of the highest 
‘type when they embarked 
| upon the formation of this As- 

sociation. It cannot now be 
doubted that, as time passes, 
every member will count it 
| 
| 


1903 


| 


Teal privilege to belong. Reg- 
ular full time employees who 
| have not yet joined may make 
'written application for mem- 
‘bership to the Telephone Em- 
_ployees Mutual Benefit Asso- 
‘ciation, Care The Lincoln Tele- 
‘phone and Telegraph Com- 
pany, Pee ears Nebraska. 


| 


Accidents HE Hit 


‘New High For 1942 

N ANALYSIS of accidents 

in the plant department 
tor the year 1942, recently is- 
sued by the general plant de- 
_ partment, indicates that “lost 
|time” accidents were almost 
double those of the previous 
_year. In fact, there were more 
‘of them than at any time in) 
_the past five years. 
| There were 13 accidents of 
this type in 1942, as compared 
'with 7 in 1941. However, the 
days lost in 1941 were 507, 
| while last year only 397 _ 


| 


This latter figure is, 
‘however, considerably above 
ithe average for 738, ’39 or 40 
| Among the various subdi- 
‘visions of the plant depart- 
ment, the Western district led 
all others in number of “lost 
time” accidents, number of 
days lost, and percentage of 
‘accidents per 100 plant em- 
| ployees. On the other hand, 
Western district has had no 
“no lost time” accidents for 
two years. 

The reason for the big bulge 
accidents is difficult to dis- 
| 


Jackson to New 
Duties at Geneva 


.S. JACKSON, Lincoln, has 

been assigned to duty in the 
Western district on a non- 
functional basis to correlate 
the various plant and commer- 
cial activities connected with 
the installation of new tele- 
phone systems in the expand- 
ed air bases at Bruning, Fair- 
mont and Harvard. With head- 
quarters in Geneva, he will 
work closely with Area Man- 
agers Crew and Stuart in 
keeping telephone equipment 
installations abreast of the in- 
creasing demands of the 
Army. Mr. Jackson very suc- 
cessfully carried out a similar 
assignment at Mead during 
the construction there of the 
Nebraska Ordnance Plant 
telephone system. 


cover. At first it was thought 
to be due to the unusually 
large number of new em- 
ployees hired since war began, 
but it now develops that the 
| majority of the accidents hap- 
pened to experienced em- 
ployees! 


Dr. Misko Is 
Regaining Health 


[®: George H. Misko, Com- 
pany medical director, 


a 


same capacity on February! who suffered a severe heart 
22. Harry has a long record ‘attack on January 12, is now 
of pr actical telephone experi-| reported well on the way to 
ence, having been with the) making a fine recovery. He 
Company y since 1925. 'spent several weeks in the 

Another transfer, on March! Bryan Memorial hospital, but | 
i, took R. S. Humiston, com-/| has been convalescing at home 
binationman in the Lincoln | recently. 


“Happiness Ahead’ 


ELEN Irene Holmes, Fair- 
bury traffic, and Robert 
Hummel of Fairbury were | 
united in marriage Sunday | 


George J., Mark W. and Frank H. Woods. 
of the Company. By virtue of this fact he has, this month, acquired the only forty- 
year record of service spent wholly with this Company. 


re-elected to the presidency fo 


| 
| 


| 
His many Company | evening, January 24, 1943. The |. 


service department, to Wahoo|friends will welcome the| ceremony took place in the 


where he will continue in the | ‘cheerful doctor’s return to) 
same capacity. 


Grace Lutheran church, Rev. 


good health and active duty. |P. J. Reith officiating. 


President Frank H. Woods 


Pacer Quiz Ends 
“Blaze of Glory!” 


ws this issue of the “News” 

you will find the final Ac- 
cident Quiz—and it is a dilly! 
Prepared as a cartoon titled 
“Breakneck Boys of Calamity- 
town,” it not only carries a 
distinctly humorous touch but 
should, in our opinion, cause 
deep study of accident causes 
by most employees. The gen- 
eral plant department has 
spared no pains to make this 
final bow of the Quiz series 
something to remember. The 
prize money has been upped to 
a point where the total is now 
$20, divided among five win- 
ners. The cash, together with 
the general attractiveness of 
the “picture-puzzle,’ should 
produce a flood of entries. The 
plant folks have been quite 
| well pleased with certain solid 
‘results obtained from the Ac- 
cident Quiz over a period of 
two years, and they indicate 
‘that this activity may be re- 
sumed at a later date. 


The tin in 60 tooth paste tubes 
is just about the amount of tin 
needed to solder electrical con- 
nections on one army training 


‘plane. 


Throughout the years that nave followed to this moment, Mr. Woods has been 
rty}consecutive times—a record which, we believe, 
is unique in the business history of Lincoln and of Nebraska. 


FORTY YEARS OF SERVICE 


1943 


On March 7, 1903, this Company was founded by Col. C. J. Bills, Allen W. Field, 
Frank H. Woods was elected president 


Frank H. Woods helped to found this Company in the full flush of his young 
manhood. Not so many years away from his college days at the University of 
Nebraska—where he educated himself for what would unquestionably have been 
a brilliant career in the legal profession—he found his interest turning more and 
more toward business and financial fields. 
—an interest that has grown constantly with the :years—led him gradually into 
fields of activity far removed from Lincoln and Nebraska. His undisputed business 
genius and rugged honesty brought him honor and prestige in the great business 
centers of the nation—but always first in his heart and in his pride has been this 
Company which he has guarded and watched over so carefully since the day it 
drew its first feeble breath. 


His interest in this fledgling Company 


Today, after forty years of service, he retains his abounding health, his amaz- 
ing vitality, and his razor-keen interest in the welfare of this Company and its 
employees. Employees who, by the way, recognize the genuine and heart-warming 
sincerity in the man’s utter lack of pose—a sincerity which bespeaks his honest af- 
fection for every one of us. 


And so it is that in this, his anniversary month, the “News” feels that it speaks 
for the Company and all its employees in paying tribute to Frank H. Woods for 
the outstanding leadership, the keen judgment and the unimpeachable integrity 
which he has displayed in guiding and directing us through these forty years. 


/Harry Felton Passes 


Faken link with past 
days was severed March 8, 
when Harry Felton, retired, 
pased away at the home of his 
daughter in Lincoln. Harry 
was maintenance inspector in 
the Lincoln service depart- 
ment up to the time of his re- 
tirement in 1939. His employ- 
ment with this Company 
dated from 1907. Ill health 
caused his retirement, as he 
was only 57 years old at the 
time of his death. For a num- 
ber of years, he found consid- 
erable physical comfort in 
southern California, but in re- 
cent months he _ had _ re- 
turned to Lincoln to be near 
his children as he awaited the 
inevitable summons. Harry is 
remembered with affection 
and will be sincerely mourned 
by all who knew him in the 
good old days. He was earn- 
est and conscientious and did 
his work well. Harry Felton 
had a hand in building this 
Company’s service in the days 
when the going was tough. 
The ranks of the men who did 
this are beginning to thin 
with startling rapidity. 


PIONEERS ENJOY 
SPRING MEETING 


Fine Attendance At “Get- 
Together” In Lincoln; 
Splendid Dinner And Many 
Inspiring Talks. 


EARLY 170 members of the 

Frank H. Woods chapter of 
the Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association gathered in 
Lincoln on the lovely spring 
evening of February 20, to en- 
joy what may turn out to have 
been the last “Get-Together” 
until the war is won. Trans- 
portation difficulties being 
what they are, it is quite like- 
ly that further parties of this 
type will be made impossible 
for the members who live in 
the territory outside Lincoln 
—and everyone agrees that a 
party without the “territory 
folks” would be no party at 
all! 


The party was held in the 
Lincoln Y. W. C. A., and the 
dinner was prepared and 
served by the staff of that fine 
institution. The spacious party 
room on the second floor was 
filled to overflowing, but 
places at the bountiful feast 
were found for all comers. 
Baked chicken and dressing 
formed the basis of the 
splendid menu. The dinner, 
in this instance, was served 
without any additional cost to 
the members — the chapter 
treasury having found itself 
in an unusually healthy condi- 
tion in recent months. 


Guy O. Seaton, chairman of 
the Central district entertain- 
ment committee, was assisted 
in making arrangements by | 
his committee: B. J. Sievers, 
Kent Eno, Myrtle Hiner and 
Lulu Kloepper. The two ladies 
were in charge of the decora- 
poe and they did a splendid 
job. 


At the time the bulletins an- 
nouncing the party were dis- 
tributed to members, L. C. 
Anderson, president of the 
chapter, sent bulletins and 
membership application 
blanks to all eligible em- 
ployees, together with a letter 
ee——————— | WIC OX TenGedsstoumhemesa 
cordial invitation to join at 
once. As a result of this effort, 
132 new members were secured 
—most of whom attended the 
party. The chapter now boasts 
a total membership of nearly 
300. 


With Chapter President L. 
C. Anderson acting as master 
of ceremonies, a most inter- 
esting program was launched. 
General Manager J. H. Agee 
spoke a few words of greet- 
ing, and was followed by the 
man for whom our chapter is 
named—President Frank H. 
Woods. Mr. Woods was ob- 
viously happy to find himself 
surrounded by the many em- 
ployees who have dedicated 
the major portions of their ac- 
tive lives to the service of this 
Company. He asked for their 
permission to “talk shop” a 
bit, explaining that in these 
serious times it is essential 
that the employees with long 
service records take a serious 
look at the problems confront- 
ing our Company. Mr. Woods 
gave us an interesting and 
stimulating insight into these 
problems, and his presence 
among the Pioneers certainly 
made it a most happy occasion. 


See “PIONEERS” 
Page 2, Col. 3 
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OME months ago I made my first “confession of faith” in 
\” those Pioneer Accident policies—relating that I had failed 
to read the “fine print” and had remained skeptical of their 
worth until they actually began to pay off. Comes now 
Roemer L. Dalton, Lincoln service department, to make his 
confession. He, too, ignored the “fine print.” He tumbled 
out of a tree while at work last November, sustaining a frac- 
tured pelvis which landed him in the hospital for many weeks. 
Due to the fact that our Disability Fund was footing the bill 
for putting Roemer back together again, he gave no thought 
to his Pioneer policy. He did not report the accident to the 
Pioneer Association within 20 days, as the “fine print” stipu- 
lates. In fact, it was only after considerable urging by a 
fellow employee that he reported it at all. Flora Johnston, 
our Pioneer chapter secretary, reported it to Indianapolis 
on February 17 and, on February 24, Roemer was bowled 
over by a check for $100—the amount which the “fine print” 
says a fractured pelvis is worth. Mr. Dalton is now our most 


fervent advocate of Pioneer accident insurance—and the rest | 
of us are giving that “fine print” another good going over! 
| 


Recently I came into possession of a facsimile of a letter 
written in 1861 by Abraham Lincoln. It is not one of the 
famous letters—not one of those so often quoted as having 
made history. Just another of the run-of-the-mill bits of 
correspondence which have become collectors’ items because 
of the enduring greatness of the man whose signature they 
bear. It thrilled me by its sublime simplicity and its flash- 
humor. Generations of school children have learned 
that in Lincoln’s writings are to be found our finest examples 
of pure, living, vivid English. The Gettysburg address is 
cited as the perfect case in point. So, also, are certain of his 
state papers and certain letters which are tied to outstand- 
ing moments of his career. But here is a little letter of no 
particular importance to the nation—dashed off by his own 
hand under the awful pressure of great events. Yet it is a 
little masterpiece, as you can see for yourself: 


ing 


Executive Mansion 
October 17, 1861 
Major Ramsey 
My Dear Sir: 
The lady, bearer of this, says she has two sons who want to work. 
Set them at it, if possible. Wanting to work is so rare an event that 
it should be encouraged. 
Yours truly, 
A. Lincoln. 


Not one unnecessary word—no mushy sentiment and no 
“baloney”—yet the letter is neither curt nor cold-blooded. 
‘Set them at it, if possible” he says—and one wonders what 
possible phrasing could have been better. And the spark- 
ling humor of the final sentence is as modern as today’s 
newspaper. How close this little note brings us to the simple, 
direct and unconquerable spirit of that great American! 


And while we are on the subject of the English language 
and vocabularies and such stuff—and going also from the 
sublime to you know what—I expect that no person has 
greater admiration than I have for Harold Cunningham’s 
sparkling and pungent vocabulary. In his position as chief 
clerk of our supply department, Harold is in almost con- 
stant telephonic communication with somebody or other— 
and that salty vocabulary gets a constant workout. Not 
long ago, however, it backfired on him! He wanted to call a 
paint company to inquire about a certain type of asphalt 
paint which is used to protect buried conduit. He called 
the number and a feminine voice answered. Said Harold, 
sublimely confident that he had the right number: “Do 
you have any of that asphalt paint we can use to ‘slobber’ 
over conduits?” There was a short pause and then the voice 
replied: “I must be having ear trouble again. I haven’t been 
able to hear so good since paw busted me over the head with 
a chair leg. Sure is funny—I thought I heard you say you 
wanted to slobber over something.” Harold boomed back: 
“That's what I did say.” Remarked the voice: “Yeah, that’s 
what I thought you said. Well, I reckon we can furnish you 
a couple of soldiers, but I might as well warn you that if 
you try to slobber over them they’ll probably pull your ears 
out so far that you'll be able to wrap ’em around your head and 
wear ‘em like a turban!” Harold was stopped cold. “Wait 
a minute,” he moaned, “just who am I talking to, in case I 
haven't gone crazy?” “This,” said the feminine voice, “is 
the Lincoln USO Club!” They tell me that Harold, breath- 
ing heavily, arose from his desk and went downstairs and 
tried to pick a fight with Herman Studier—which goes to 
show how upset he was, because Herman is just recovering 
from having his picture published in “Telephony” and would 
just as soon knock your block off as look at you! 

—N. O. 
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_ A “songfest’”—led by Area 
‘Manager T. E. Longdon, of 
| Fairbury, with Marie Wood 
Jackson, general traffic de- 
partment, at the piano—gave 
the Pioneers a chance to ex- 
ercise their vocal cords on old 
familiar favorites. 


The address of the evening, 
‘“‘Russia’s Present Offensive,” 
by Simon Galter, of Lincoln, 
was a high spot for every lis- 
tener. Mr. Galter, an officer in 
the Czar’s army in World War 
I, knows intimately the ter- 
rain over which the present 
great Russian offensive is be- 
ing fought. He knows the Rus- 
sian spirit and the unflinching 
will-to-win of the average 
Russian. His talk left in his 
hearer’s minds the optimistic 
feeling that Germany can 
never hope to win from the 
great Slav nation which she 
struck at so ruthlessly in June, 
1941. Mr. Galter used a well 
prepared “battle map” of Eur- 
ope to illustrate the develop- 
‘ment of Russian strategy. 


The Pioneers then joined in 
the pledge of allegiance to the 
flag, led by W. H. Spurlock, 
and the evening closed with 
'group singing of the national 
|anthem. It was a fine and in- 
|spiring evening — one which 
proved again that membership 
in the Pioneers is a really 
worth-while investment. 
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March Service 


Anniversaries 


| Forty Years 
| Frank H. Woods, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
Amelia Aden, Wilber; W. 
Lant, Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Two Years 
Chas. Dickenman, Beatrice. 


Thirty Years 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
John Ruppel, Nebraska City; 
Maude Davis, Pickrell. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
H. G. Peachman, George P. 
Barney, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Elsie Anderson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
H. S. Knudson, Lincoln; Belle 
Meester, Hastings; L. W. Winscot, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Fred Bettenhausen, Marguerite 
Holbrook, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
Frank Nevitt, Beatrice; Minnie 
Moers, Hastings; Dorothy Lefler, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
L. C. Williams, Stromsburg; 
Lulu Kloepper, Lincoln; Mar- 
guerite Lockhart, Syracuse. 
Twenty Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 
Seventeen Years 
D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 


Martha Borin, Mina Schmidt, 
Lincoln. 
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Fifteen Years 


_ H. W. Stroup, Military service. 
| Fourteen Years 


Vera Clark, Auburn; P. J. 
Guelker, Lincoln; Mollie Mc- 
Knight, Table Rock. 


Thirteen Years 
Madeline Troudt, Superior. 
Twelve Years 
Irene Lind, Stromsburg. 
Eleven Years 
| E. W. King, Lincoln. 
| Ten Years 
| Ruth M. Maier, Louisville. 
Nine Years 
Ethel Armstrong, Ashland; J. 


H. Roland, Lincoln; W. F. Grant,|1. Ted M. Ray, Yeoman First Class, 


‘Lincoln. 
| Seven Years 


| 
| Neva Floyd, Wymore; 
'Wehmer, Sterling. 


| Five Years 


Helen 


Evelyn Leypoldt Bell, Lincoln. |is Roy W. Knorr, 


March, 1943 


Schnell & Griffiths. Mrs. 


“Journey's End” : ae a ee 
yne was the mother of J. 
T. E. PIERCE of Glendale, Lloyd Lyne, outside plant 


California, passed away at ; 
his home January 25. Fu- ebcaarae 
neral services were held in| MRS. JACK PLAMONDON, 
the Glendale cemetery. Mr.) daughter of G. O. Seaton, 
Pierce was the father of L.| passed away Friday night, 
H. Pierce of the Lincoln! March 6 at Lincoln. Funeral 
service department. cee were nee ae yes 
| resbyterian church, Rev. 
W. P. HUTCHISON of Platts- Arthur Miller officiated. Mr. 
mouth, Nebraska, passed 


J 97 at th Seaton’s daughter, previous 
SE) ae Oy i 1€| to her marriage, had worked 
Bryan Memorial hospital in at various times for the 
Lincoln. Funeral services Compan 
were held at Murray. Mr. eee 
Hutchison was the father of 
V. P. Hutchison of the sa 


ill for several months. Al was 
associated with the general 
traffic department, in Lincoln, 
for many years—during which 
period he studied law and was 
admitted to the bar. He left 
the Company in 1935 and be- 
gan. the practice of law in 
Wahoo. He enjoyed splendid 
success, and took a leading 
part in the community’s 
church, social and fraternal af- 
fairs. In his early years with 
this Company he gained con- 
siderable fame as an ambidex- 
trous pitcher with the Tele- 
phone ball club—on one oc- 
casion striking out 21 batters 
in an important game. Al was 
47 years old at the time of his 
death. He is survived by his 
wife, three children, his 
mother and five sisters. 


Al O'Dell Dies 


HE many friends in Com- 
pany circles of Alfred 
O’Dell, of Wahoo, were greatly 
shocked to learn of his death 
on January 12. He had been 


coln service department. 


MRS. MARY LOUISA LYNE, 
Lincoln, passed away March 
6. Funeral services were 
held at Hodgman, Splain, 


SNAPPED AT THE PIONEERS “GET-TOGETHER” 
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1. Waiting for the “food call” with hunger written all over their faces are, left to right, James Alldritt, 
Friend; Chris Haberman, Seward; Jim Dudgeon, Hastings; L. A. Stacy, Lincoln; and Harry White, Lin- 
coln. 2. Another group which seems to wear a hungry look is made up of, left to right, Frank H. 
Woods, Jay Pugsley and Joy Dobbs, all of Lincoln, and “Doc” Wilson, of Hastings. That’s Bill Hassler, 
of Lincoln, who is falling right out of the picture. Probably faint from hunger! 3. Simon Galter, of 
Lincoln, in the midst of his thrilling discussion of Russia’s military strategy. : Others in the picture are 
L. C. Anderson and Mrs. Galter. 4. A small portion of the crowd which milled around shaking hands 


| with old friends. Left to right, L. C. Anderson, Lincoln; George Brock, Friend; Charles Dickenman, 


Beatrice; Harlan Gillespie, Beatrice; and Harry Smith, Lincoln. 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION'S SERVICE 


formerly district clerk at Beatrice. Ted has been serving in south 
Pacific waters since he entered the service early last year. He is one of the nation’s youngest veterans 
of World War I. 2. Ervin H. Klundt, of the Hastings plant department. He is serving overseas with 
the 359th infantry. 3. Gerald R. Henderson, supply department, Lincoln. Gerald is with the Marines 
and the latest word is that he is overseas. 4. Ernest M. Barney, 
He’s with the army air force at Hondo, Texas. 
tion department. Roy is serving on a sub chaser. 


3 


another supply department soldier. 
5. Here’s another navy man—Roy W. Nyden, construc- 

6. And here is our only coast guardsman to date. He 
of the Plattsmouth plant department, and he is stationed at Kalaloch, Washington. 


»s 
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menue District — 


“skied: 
Ashiand 


sees 


exchange 
rest room all ‘“‘fril- 
discontinuance of 
at Wahoo, several 
consisting of a 
one floor lamp, a 
mirror, a maple 
and several 


at the 
r have then 
Since the 
* dormitory 
furniture, 
1ir and davenport, 
rack, one 
Gavenport table, 
were transferred to Ashland 
Wahoo. Everyone of our “fairer 
employees have certainly been en- 
joying the new furniture. ... Mardelle 
itton spe Sa turd jay, February 6 in 
. Mrs. May May spent sev- 

in Monrovia. California, 

* mother, who has been ill. 
: rv McDowell was on the sic list 
ea days in February with the flu. 
Pat iline E Eaton and Jerry McDowell 
the Orpheum theatre in Oma- 
cuary 4 and had the pleasure 
“Four Ink Spots” in per- 
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magazine 
+ table > 
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David Ciiy. 


Come the first signs of spring and we 
painting. Territory covered plant 
oor and stairway to the traffic room. 
omeone wise had the tactics for paint- 
ing the stairway which worked out to 
an amazing degree of -fficiency. Every 
other step was printed. and at the top 
of the eee was the unnecessary lit- 
tle sign “PANT”. That’s absolutely the 
first ee en that everyone seems to obey 
Pant—t hey do. Perhaps the sien paint- 
r (and it couldn’t have been Mr. 
Campbell) deserves first prize but hon- 
orable mention should go to the floor 
painters, Ben Docekal. Kenny Richards. 
and Harvey Armagost for their unique 
choice of color and excellent pro‘ici- 
ency in their work. Yeah?. Doris 
Supencheck and Genevieve Griffen, 
operators took a week-end furlough 
from their work here and spent the 
time visiting in Lincoln. Betty 
Northway's heart was beating anchors 
when her ‘buddy’ came here on a 
leave after oversea’s duty. .. . Speaking 
of furloughs, Julia Hilger’s brother 
arrived from Bakersfield, Calfiornia, to 
spend a short vacation at home. 
From Jefferson Barracks came Ann 
Stump’s brother, Pat. . Hubert Alil- 
dritt has been visiting in David City 
with his sister, Moreane Alldritt, chief 
operator, and he also visited with his 
family at Friend. When asked from 
whence he came, he answered with an 
emphatic ‘“‘Lord only knows. Oversea’s 
duty. no doubt.” ._In our letters from 
Bill Behrns, formerly employed as a 
groundman before entering military 
service, we learn that he is stationed 
with the Marines at San Deigo, Calif- 
ornia. Bill likes everything but his new 
hair cut, which is definitely no go!! 
Nebraska City. 

Lorraine, “Snooks’’ Beason, operator, 
seems to be the “belle” of the office 
now, as a week-end in Omaha with a 
certain pilot from Coffeeville, Kansas, 


Start 
il 


YF 


eRe 


three long distance telephone calls, and | 


two telegrams all in one week is pretty 
high rating around these parts. , 
Mary Bartyzelle has completed her 
toll training and is now a member of 
our regular foree. Congratulations. 
Mary. ... Jean Jackson has completed 
her training for night work. . Our 
new information operators are Mary 
MeKenzie, Loretta) Wademan, and 
Kathleen Snyder. Social events 
seem to be happening right and left in 
spite of the inconveniences of war Imo 
Hurlburt, along with three girl friends, 
spent the week-end of February 21 in 
Omaha. hitting all the high spots such | 
as dancing to Ted Fio Rito’s orchestra 
at the Chermont and enjoying Chico 
Marx at the Orpheum. Maxine 
Hunsicker spent the week-cnd of Feb- 
ruary 28 shopping and ~isiting friends 
and relatives in Omaha and Council 
Bluffs. Jeanette Croo'ser spent her 
day off visiting her Frother in Falls 


City. . Katherine Owens and Mrs. 
Wynn, night operator at Plattsmouth, 
spent Mondey, February 22 in Omaha 


blonde, blue eved gentleman from De- 
troit seems to account for the smiles 
and shining eyes we see on Mildred 
Cohn’s face these days. Evelyn 
Letellier and Clara Neuhalfen spent 
part of the week-end of February 28 
shopping and visiting in Omaha. 
Phyllis Adams was too busv perfort m- 
ing the duties of being an “aunt” and 
spoiling her new little nephew to go 
any where on her “free” week-end. 
. We have plenty of amusement for 
spare minutes at the o*fice, aS a 
different jig saw puzzle nearly every- 
day. on a card table in the rest room, 
keeps us busy trying to find the mis- 
sing link. 
Velma Abker 
a three weeks’ 
her to her home. . 


our 


We are very happy to see 
back at her duties after 

illness which confined | 
. We are sorry that 


John Ruppel has ‘been on the “sick 
list’”’ since February 3. We miss you 
John and we wish to extend our very 


best wishes for a speedy recovery. 


Syracuse. 


Mrs. Lockhart spent the week-end 
of February 27 in Omaha... . Pauline 
Martz enjoyed the week-end of Feb- 
ruary 20 while visiting her sister in 
Lincoln. ...A party was held at the 
Victory cafe in honor of Mr. Morgan, 
former manager who resigned on Feb- | 
ruary 19, and Mr. Al Ager, our new | 
manager who replaces Mr. Morgan. Mr. 
and Mrs. Morgan were presented with 
a gift from the office force. 

Utica. 

Leila Geiger, night operator, re- 
signed February 28. Leila plans to take 
up business training in Lincoln. : 
Grace Marsh will replace Leila Geiger 
as night operator, and while Grace is 
receiving training. Vera Watson 
will do our night work. We are sorry 


her 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
The expected arrival of a certain 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| braska. 


-parents in Seward. 


to report that Vera Watson was ill with | 


tonsilitis a few days in February. 
Wahoo. 


Hazel Fraley. operator, spent the | 
period from February 5 to February 
20 visiting in Santa Monica, California. 
According to a “little birdie’ Hazel’s 
bov friend is in the Army and is sta- 
tioned in California. Maxine Heid- 
breder spent the week- end of Febru- | 
ary 21 with her parents in Utica, Ne- 

During the week-end of 
28. Zella Preston visited her 
. Dorothy Vant 


February 


-and Margaret Schroeder spent Febru- 


|our 
|our force February 1. It’s 


ary 27 and February 28 in Greenwood. 


: We avere very sorry to lose Ho- 
mer Olsen, combinationman, this past 
month. Mr. Olsen resigned on Febru- 
ary 12. 


Weeping Water. 


Lei'a Fitzpatrick, 
who joined 
nice to have 
vou with us, Mrs. Fitzpatrick. . Mar- 
garet Baker, operator, resisned: Feb- 
ruary 28. She is moving to Iowa. We 
are very sorry to have you go, Mar- 
garet, and we wish you lots of success 
and happiness in your new location. 


Lincoln Departments 


Clara Jones, Associate Editor 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments. 


Returning to his desk again ater a 
bit of absence is Bruce Sievers. Mr. 
Sievers spent a couple of weeks on a 
combined business and pleasure trip 
to New York City. He had reserva'ions 
to go by plane from Omaha to New 
York City and return. Due to bad 
flying weather the plane was held up 
at Cleveland and Mr. Sievers had to 
proceed by train. Because of the severe 
blizzard in New York it was necessary 
for him to return by train also. How- 
ever, he does report a good time and 
that he really saw a lot. Mr. Sievers 
visited George Sharpnack, of Richfield 
Park, New Jersey, a former employee 
of the Program Service Co. Bette 
Murphy of the order unit has resigned 
and is moving to Denver temporarily 
to make her home with her folks. The 


We welcome Mrs. 
new student operator, 


reason for the change is that Uncle 
Sammy has accepted her husband, 
Dean, in the Air Corps and Bette is 


going to stay with her folks until he is 
located. The girls of the order unit en- 
tertained Bette at a small dinner and 
show before she left. . We wish 
the best of luck to Charlotte Doolittle 
and Dorothy Bertram of the accounts 
unit, who have accepted other positions. 
Charlotte is employed at the Elastic 
Stop Nut Corporation and Dorothy is 
working at the Continental Oil Co. 
Our heartiest welcome goes out to Lois 
Penton who has been selected to fill 


one of the vacancies in the subscribers | who has a son, Deane, 
. Betty Priest showed | Air Corps, George Hansen, a 


accounts unit. 


| 


| 
| 
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man is Sergeant George 
the Lincoln Air Base. Best | 
lots of luck to you, Betty 
and George. Dorothy Kriz of the 
disbursement section has left for the 
Air Base. She isn’t in the Army but 
is just working at the base so we hear. 
Norma Sitzman is taking over 
Dorothy’s work. 
the season for 


the lucky 
| Reesman of 
wishes and 


diamonds in our office. 
Marie Endsley is wearing a diamond 
given to her by Harold Bathel. Marie 
tells us that Harold is a third class 
gunner on a PT boat. . Jean Koontz, 
former secretary to Mr. DeVoe, visited 
in our office recently 
honored at a dinner given at the Ho- 
tel Lindell coffee shop. About twelve 
were present. Jean is making her home 
in Washington, D. C. and was called to 
Lincoln because of the death of her 
father. . Mighty glad to be out of the 
hospital again is Irene Seifert of the 
toll billing department. Irene has just 
had her second mastoid 
within a year and she thinks it is get- 
ting a bit monotonous. We will be 
mighty glad to see you back at work, 
Irene! 


Consruction Department. 


L. C. Jenkins, Associate Editor 


We received a nice letter from Sgt. 
Ray Chambers. Ray is stationed at 
Drew Field, Tampa, Florida. He would 
enjoy hearing from his’ telephone 
friends. His address is 312 Sig. Co. 
Wing, Drew Field, Tampa, Florida. Let 
us drop him a line. . Art Holcomb 
has received his orders. to report for 
service in the Signal Corps. We all wish 
you good luck, Art. . Paul Schmelt- 
zer is convalescing at home after a 
recent major operation at the Saint 
Elizabeth’s hospital. Paul says that he 
soon will be back to work. . We re- 
cently heard that Thaddeus C. Cone 
is located in Spokane, Washington at 
228 So. Post Street. . Your construc- 
tion news editor enjoys receiving let- 
ters from construction men in the serv- 
ice and will endeavor to print any 
worth while news. We are always 
anxious to hear about the army life of 
our employees. . Lt. Sterling Dobbs 
of the U. 8S. Army walked into the of- 
fice the other day. Sterling is the son 
of Joy Dobbs, and Joy did not have 
the least idea that Ster was coming. It 
seems as though “Ster’s’’ mother and 
sister kept the big event from Joy 
and just before noon out of a clear sky 
here was ‘‘Ster”’ standing right in front 
of his much surprised dad. “Big Ster”’ 
really looked good. He is being trained 
in the Army Air Corps at the present 
time. He was selected out of a group 
of Engineers located at Panama Canal 
to take this additional schooling. Con- 
gratulations, Sterling—and may we also 
say hats off to Joy Dobbs, the dad. 

We have such fine dads as Ray Boling, 
in the Army | 


up one morning not long ago proudly | son in the Army Air Corps, Jack Eisen- | 


‘wearing a beautiful diamond. We hear | barth, a proud dad who has a son in 


1. One of the most popular pastimes in the general office club room is 
The men above have developed the art of inflicting torture to a high degr 
their noon sessions. Around the table, left to right, are Sam Jackson, Dick Lahr, 

man directly in front of the camera, who is tr ying to cover a bald spot with the old 
2. Another group plays nonchalantly with a deck of those oversize cards you’ve pr 
love to have those cards used! Left to right, Jay Pugsley, 
3. Always ready with a smile is Irma Hoffmeyer, cashier 
5. Marguerite Holbrook, accounts supervisor, Lincoln, dt her desk. 
ying in this picture—but we are more inclined to think he’s reading a volt meter. 
have had a big hand in keeping Hebron’s service up to par for a good many years. 
Somebody ought to be able to whittle a good wheeze out of that situa- 
stician, is also the man who has been working up those amazing 


storekeeper, Lincoln. 
office, might be pra 


Hebron. 


tion, but it is too much for us! 


The three Bethscheider sisters 
and exchange at Table Rock are right next door to a barber shop. 
9. Orrin L. Sturtevant, general plant stati 

“A” and “B” questions for the plant department’s Accident Quiz! 


operation 


lso with a | 


. This is certainly | 


and was also |! 


the Navy. Perhaps there are other 
proud dads in the construction depart- 
ment if only we knew who they are. 

Outside of the fact that W. P. 
Conn injured his right shoulder when 
he slipped and fell on the ice, every- 
thing seems to be well under control 
in the construction department. 


General Offices. 
Christine Witt, Associate Editor 


Marie Beltz has been employed as a 
clerk in the treasury department. We 
do extend a hearty welcome to her, 
and hope that she will enjoy her work. 

Mary Margaret Pohlenz was in 
seventh heaven the last week in Feb- 
ruary. Her husband, Dean Pohlenz, 
stationed at Camp Carson, Colorado, 
had a lucky break in the form of a 


/pondent visited with her mother and 


Lew Anderson, James Starks, Earl Rosker, 
at Hebron. 4. Looking alert and full of the ‘old fire is Bert Huddleston, general 
6. Milton Metcalf, foreman at Lincoln’s “6” 
7. Regina Bethscheider, operator, 


‘grown to like. This time it is Donald 


seven day furlough. . Your corres- 


friends at Axtell, Kansas the week-end 
of February 6. 


Supply Department. 


John Reed, Associate Editor 
Each month that passes seems to 
bring the loss of a friend that we have 


Rutlege who resigned, February 26, to 
make preparations at home before tak- 
ing the final physical examinations for 
the Army on March 12. We all wish you 
luck, Don! William Murphy re- 
signed on February 19 to accept a po- 
sition with the Lincoln Drug company 
while awaiting induction in the armed 
forces. . Floyd Barnett started in the 
Lincoln garage as night serviceman on 
February 8, replacing E. Boesiger who 
resigned to take a new position. 
Floyd Henson, part-time warehouse- 
man employed since the spring of 1942, 
resigned on February 22 to enter the 
Air Corps. He is now stationed at Jef- 
ferson Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Glenn Bowers is a new part-time 
warehouseman who has been working 
in the storeroom since February 24. 

. John Eisenbarth of the construction 
department is temporarily working in 
the storeroom while recovering from a 
back injury. . We had the pleasure 
of seeing two old friends who visited 
the warehouse during February. One 
was Lt. F. W. Morris, formerly em- 
ployed in the supply department and 
later in the commercial department, 
and now stationed as Signal Post Of- 
ficer at Smyrna, Tennessee. He was 
in the warehouse on February 1. The 
other was Lt. Gay T. Henderson who 
surprised us by dropping in, February 
8. Gay graduated from the Volunteer 
Officer’s Corps school at Fort Mon- 
mouth, New Jersey. . We received 
fine letters from Joe Nosky, Robert 
Tucker, and John Fischer, former sup- 
pliers now in the armed forces. Joe is 
stationed at the U. S. M. C. base at 
San Diego, California and at present is 
studying in the radio school there, 
taking eight hours of code practice and 
two hours of radio theory and equip- 
'ment daily. He says they really pour 
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| the code to the students until he thinks 
he is getting ‘“dit-happy.’”’ Bob is sta- 
tioned at Fort Warren, Wyoming. At 
the time he wrote, he was in the hos- 
pital with a case of measles, contracted 
the very day he “blew the works” with 
a score of 188 on the rifle range, best 
of all in his company. That was too 
bad, Bob, but a good strong guy like 
you should have no trouble getting 
over the measles in short order. As for 
John, he is in the Signal Corps attached 
to the Air Corps, stationed at St. 
Petersburg, Florida, and is planning to 
take officer’s training, having already 
passed the first of the preliminary tests 
required. We are glad to hear that you 
are making a good start, John, keep up 
the good work! 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 

Well, we used to have Quinn, Mc- 
Dowell and Spahnle around, but now 
that shoe rationing is here maybe some 
new heels will show up. It hit 
Newens pretty hard we understand. He 
took his number 17 stamp into a shoe 
store to get his first pair. But the 
clerk took one look at his feet and told 
him he couldn’t sell him any uniess 
he would go out and get a “B” card jor’ 
extra leather. . Genevieve Cox took 
it all pretty ser iously too. She started 
wearing one carpet slipper to work as 
soon as they cut down on shoes. Some- 
body told her she could only get 22 
pairs a year. . And of course Gignde 
Helm just shrugged it off. He was 
brought up in the Missouri mountain 
country, you know, and when he was 
twenty-five years old and got out of 
the eighth grade he still thought ‘‘shoe” 
meant something you do to get rid of 
flies. . Cleveland as usual is taking 
advantage of the situation. He won't 
get up to wait on anybody now bhe- 
cause he says its unpatriotic to wear 
out shoes. Besides he claims he does 
his best work sitting down, because 
that’s where he shines. . Speaking of 
Helm, we hear he is designated of- 
ficially now as manager of the Lincoln 
Air Base for which we offer congrati- 
lations. We’re mighty proud of him, 
and all of his kin folks in Missouri are 
proud too. He had a letter from one of 
his cousins just the other day. He told 
Helm he was so proud to have a man- 
ager in the family he was going to 
give up his ‘“‘easy come easy go” way 
of life and really settle down and be 
aristocratic. Why, he said just as a 
starter they were making the pigs 
wipe their feet before they would !et 
them come in the parlor. . Here are 
a few notes about comings ‘and goings 
of local office folks. Harriet Ellis em- 
barked on the sea of matrimony and 
will settle down in California .. Fern 
Etmund who recently resigned. as a 
teacher to take up office work has 
resigned to take up teaching . . Shirley 
Linebaugh’s flaming light was in Oma- 
ha recently on leave from the Navy 
Air Corps so she went up to see him, 


however, he took one quick look, sent 
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“Hearts” 


—probably because it is the most vicious of card games. 
ee, and they take fiendish delight in initiating new members into 
Ken Lawson, F. E. Behm and Ralph Stebbings. The 
“comb-over- -what’s- left” technique, is E. A. McKenna. 
obably seen. Kibitzers with failing eyesight really 
George Mann and Lyman Neff. 
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her back the'next day. ... Janice Lamb 
took a day off to go home to visit her 
brother, also home from the Army. 
Shortly after the issue of the 
“News” carrying the story of Woods 
“fish market” address came out we 
had a letter from him written on C. & 
P. Company stationery and stamped by 
the Company postage meter. He bab- 
bled along for two or three pages in 
a silly effort to be critical but there 
was only one paragraph worth men- 
tioning and that only because it was 
so sickening. We quote: ‘Please, Alf, 
don’t mention my address here in Bal- 
timore again. I still seem to have my 
devastating charm with women and am 
even now swamped ‘with mail.” Five 
will get you ten that if he is getting 
any mail its from the collector of In- 
ternal Revenue or the draft board send- 
ing him his 4-F classification card. 
Maybe food rationing is going to bother 
some people but after a look at what 
it’s doing for Schlentz’s waist line we 
don’t think anybody is going to starve. 
He claims he isn’t eating any more than 
usual so we don’t know the answer 
unless all this war talk has gone to 
his head. Maybe he thinks it’s up to 
him to start a second front. (Note. to 
certain people in the accounting de- 
partment: Let this be a lesson to you.) 
. Have you noticed that distinguished 
looking gentleman in the_ northeast 
corner, the one with the greying tem- 
ples and the air of authority about 
him? We thought they had moved the 
President down stairs but it turned out 
to be “Ace’”’ Waters in his new glasses. 
You would think, after seeing Cleve- 
land in his, that anybody would be 
discouraged in buying glasses. But 
Waters is a man of courage so he went 
ahead anyway. Of course, we wouldn’t 
say they look good on him but they 


don’t look as bad as Cleveland’s look 
on him. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Several vacations were taken during 
the month of February in the service 
department: L. H. Pierce took his va- 
cation from January 26 to February 
16 so he could attend the funeral of his 
father at Glendale, California. 

Milo Caslasky spent his vacation from 
February 15 to 28 visiting in Omaha 
and Crete, Nebraska. ... Frank Norton 
enjoyed his vacation from February 1 
to 14 just staying at home. ...H. E. 
Walker was transferred to Nebraska 
City on February 22 where he will do 
cable work. F. L. Tefft and H. E. 
Jenkins were on the sick list for sev- 
eral days on account of the flu. ... F. 
P. Darnold was in Hastings assisting 
with the installation of C.O.E. at the 
Navy Ammunition Depot. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. F. L. Tefft really enjoyed the 
week of February 21 to 27, as their 
three daughters, Lois and Mrs. Florence 
Bell McCloskey of Washington, D. C. 
and Mrs. Joan Christenson of San Luis 
Obispo, California, visited with them. 
A new employee in the switch- 
room is G. H. Ramsey, who replaces R. 
H. Gier, who resigned February 16. 
H. E. Jenkins was in Ashland a few 
days going over the C.O.E. . Mrs. 
W. H. Webster recently returned from 
California. A few days later “Bill” 
came to work with a red nose and a 
swollen eye. It didn’t look like one of 
those “I ran into the door” deals, but 
whatever happened the results were 
quite noticeable. . Another one of 
our employees to join the Armed 
Forces is John Fischer. He left Janu- 
ary 27, and is now stationed at St. 
Petersburg, Florida. ...F. W. Norton 
resigned from his position in the - 
switchroom March 1. Frank’s service 
with the Company began March 5, 1929. 
During that time he rendered valuable 
services at the general shop in Lincoln, 
wire chief’s department at Fairbury, 
and switchboardman and switchman 
here in Lincoln. Norma Roeder 
spent February 10 and 11 in Omaha at- 
tending the thirtieth annual conven- 
tion of the Farmers Education and Co- 
operative Union of Nebraska. Ww. 
P. Hutchison, father of V. P. Hutchison 
and Mrs. J. L. Potter, passed away 
January 27 at Bryan Memorial hospital 
after a short illness. Mr. Hutchison was 
one of the early settlers in Nebraska. 
He came to Nebraska in 1863 and had 
lived on his grandparents homestead 
ever since. 


. e . 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Helen McMeen, Associate Editor 


The first breath of spring awakens 
the wanderlust that was content to lie 
dormant by the fireside during the 
long winter months. Poetic statement, 
isn’t it? And all it leads up to is the 
recording of the travels of our oper- 
ators. Carol Robbins took advantage 
of a week-end off and played in Chi- 
cago. Erma Hruska visited her sol- 
dier brother in Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa. Mrs. Helen Weekley resigned 
to accompany her husband to Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Mrs. Marie Adams and 
Gertrude Knobel took a week off dur- 
ing a business lull to visit their homes 
in Peru and Wymore, respectively. The 
Boyd girls, Mary and Beulah visited 
a week in Kensington, Kansas. Marian 
Nieman and Virginia McCarty zephyred 
to Omaha one day to shop and hear 
the “Ink Spots.’”’ Mrs. Wanda Rankin’s 
husband met her in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, one week-end before he 
left for Army duty. Lenore Alma va- 
cationed a few days in David City. 
Mabel Volpp visited Bloomfield and 
Wausa. And that takes care of the 
travel department, but by no means 
is it a record of the changes made. 
. Regina Weakland resigned to ac- 
cept a position at Continental National 
bank and Martha Snyder left to be 
married. . Maxine McBride is now 
Mrs. Wallace Finley and Pat Cady is 
Mrs. W. T. Burke. ... Mildred With 
and Caroline Ronhovde are instructing 
a new toll class. The girls with the 
serious visages and furrowed brows, 
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who are learning the art of putting 


up a long distance call, are Phyllis) past three months. 


Rising, Clara Edelmaier, Erna Squyres, 
Beu 


<a from Superior to join our toll 
force. . . Lillian Baker has been ab- 
sent for several weeks due to illness 
and Mary McGinnis recuperating 
from an operation at Orthopedic hos- 
Louise Porter’s information 
includes Verna Bernst, Wilma 
Haberman and Lois Christline.... Our 
deep sympathy goes to Florence McKie 

n the recent loss of her father. 

Southern District 

Harian Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 

Tt does seem that some one of our 
little telephone family hears wedding 
belis every so often. This time it was 
Betty Jean Hawley of the Auburn 

traffie. Congratuiations, Betty. 
Ardis Higgins has heard the patriotic 
call and resigned her position as an 
operator at Auburn to work in Omaha. 
'. | Vera Clark has been transferred 
from the Lincoln office to Auburn. 
... We wish to welcome Mary Wheeler 
to our office. . Corrine Jezewski, 
ashi , Visited in Omaha, February 3. 
.. Omaha visitors on February 6 were 
Geneva Harvey and Catherine McLain. 
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Beatrice 

Vada McCullum is now wearing one 
those third finger left hand affairs. 
. Pearl Seefken left our employ to go 
alifornia. ... Vada McCullum and 
Bessie Elwood are the new toll stu- 
dents. Gladys Williams left the 
last of February for Maryland to be- 
come the bride of Lloyd Scott. 

The girls have all had their share of 
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the flu this month. 
Cook 
Mrs. Ida Townsend attended the 


Pioneers party in Lincoln, February 20. 
Crab Orchard 

Sharp visited in Beatrice, Janu- 

and again on February 6. She 

the Pioneers party in 


Mrs. 
ary 23, 
also attended 
Lincoln. 

Friend 

G. D. Brock and James Allidritt at- 
tended the Pioneers party, February 
20... . Betty Shunk, a former operator 
at Friend, visited this office the fore- 
part of February. She is now employed 


as an operator at Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. 

Humboldt 
Rose Fankhauser and her niece, 


Betty Garver, spent January 26 in Falls 
City. . Catherine Gillan, chief op- 
erator, entertained the operators and 
eashier at a buffet supper February 2 
in honor of her birthday. ... Violet 
Lionberger has resigned and plans to 
join her parents in Springfield, Mis- 
souri. ... Mary Meister and Betty Jo 
Burow were Falls City visitors Febru- 
ary 4. ... Mrs. Harriette Oldham and 
Gavie Neff spent February 6 and 7 in 
Lincoln. Mrs. G. L. Harbour 
entertaining her son, Floyd, who is 
heme on furlough from Camp Crowder, 
Missouri. 
Steinauer 

Mrs. Bridget Divis visited in Pawnee 
City, February 5. . . Gladys Neuge- 
bauer was a Pawnee City visitor Febru- 
ary 5 

Sterling 

Mable Wevers spent the week-end of 
February 6 visiting at Adams. . 
Esther Fritz visited in Adams, Febru- 
ary and 9... . Helen Wehmer was 
a Lincoln visitor February 12. ... Ruth 
Probst and Helen Wehmer returned to 
work February 22 after several days 
illness. 
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Tecumseh 


Dorothy Osterthun visited in Auburn 
during the week of January 25. ... 
Erma Hruska and Patricia Baird of 
Lincoln were office visitors during the 


week of February 1. . Josephine 
Conradt is our new student at Te- 
cumseh. ... Hazel Nichols spent the 


week-end of February 6 in Lincoln. ... 
Clara Costello was a Johnson visitor 
February 13.... John Fowler and fam- 
ily spent the week-end of February 13 
visiting friends at Wilber. ... Berniece 
Robb was a Lincoln visitor February 11. 
. Harold Drake and Elvin Wait tried 
their hand at helping food production 
over the week-end by getting out in the 
country to hit the bang boards. 
Tobias 


Wilda Hershey of Omaha spent the 
week-end of February 20 with her 
mother, Mrs. Adell Hershey and sister, 
Nata. 

Wilber 


Mary Kozak spent a week at home 
with the measles. ... Mr. and Mrs. J. 
P. Fowler and family of Tecumseh 
were week-end guests at the Lloyd 
Miller home. 


Western District 
Betiy Hager, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 


Ethel Prescott has been confined to 
her home due to illness. Mrs. Eldora 
Baker has had charge of the exchange 
during her absence. 


Geneva 


Evelyn Linde is our new student Op- 
erator. Helen Hillyer, operator, 
spent the week-end of February 6 at 
Gresham. While there she had the 
misfortune of falling, Causing a very 
painful injury to her left arm. She 
was unable to resume her work for 
several days. . Marie Bassett was 
unable to be at her work as assistant 
commercial clerk due to the illness 
and death of her mother. February 21. 
-..d0. 8; Jackson, of Lincoln, has been 
transferred to Geneva as installation 
supervisor at the Bruning, Fairmont, 
and Harvard air fields. 

Harvard 

Katherine Hohnstein, chief operator, 
attended the Pioneers meeting in Lin- 
coln, February 20. 

Hastings Commercial 

Back with us again is Zood ‘“‘old”’ 
Jo. Jo to us, Mrs. Lamoine Stiner to 
you, formerly Josephine Elfring. Jo 
has been in Chicago with her husband 


is | 


/who was in training there for the 
He is now sta- 


| tioned in Rhode Island. Jo was our 


“an Boyd, and Elizabeth Kroeger. | former work order typist and a very | 
Rexine Dyer has been trans- | likeable person. We are sincerely glad | 


|} to have her with us again. .. . Jim 
Dudgeon, our “Man about the Office,” 
spent the week-end in Lincoln and at- 
| tended the Pioneers ‘Get Together.” 
| We asked him if he had a good time 
and his answer was a loud “You bet- 
cha.” . . . Jim’s daughter, Loretta, and 
son, Bernard, are with him again. 
Loretta is now Mrs. Helehan. Her hus- 
band has enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps and she will be with her parents 
for an indefinite length of time. Bern- 
ard is leaving for the Army soon. 


Hastings Plant 


Visitors at Hastings during the month 
included Herb McCulla, Merle Hale, 
Ken Lawson, Glen Stuart, Charles 
Crew, Joy Dobbs, and Sam Jackson. 
At this writing we don’t recall having 
seen Clyde Boyles around the office 
but we feel sure that he must have 
been here. We in the plant depart- 
ment are not sure why the above com- 
mercial men were out unless it was 
to help Sam Jackson work on the safe. 
The girls have heretofore used a 
“smacking iron” to help open the safe. 
This seems to be too much for Sam 
so he tore out to his car and came 
back with a tire tool, pair of pliers, 
car jack, tire tester, hammer, and a 
battery hydrometer after which he pro- 
ceeded to operate on the safe. None of 
the boys around here could recall Sam 
being sent up for second story work 
so we all knew that he needed help. 
Let it be recorded here as a memoriam 
to Sam’s efforts to remain calm while 
working under pressure, that he re- 
ceived enough suggestions to qualify 
him for membership in anyone’s safe 
guild. So far the safe has opened and 
closed O.K.; in fact, just about the 
same as it always did. ... Jack Mason 
went around for two weeks with one 
of those ‘‘cat that ate the little bird” 
smiles on his face. Some way or an- 
other, he got on someone's mailing 
list and received literature from vari- 
ous insurance companies on hospital- 
ization insurance. Jack didn’t think 
much about this until he received 
about a dozen letters, then he gathered 
them up and tied them up in a nice 
bundle and mailed them to Guy 
Seaton. Jack pointed out all the good 
points recommended that brother 
Seaton give them all his careful at- 
tention and incorporate them into his 
company. However, Mr. Seaton sud- 
denly wiped Jack’s smile off by up 
and mailing him his policy. Jack has 
read and reread the policy trying to 
find some flaw in it, to point out to 
Seaton. So far he has been unsuc- 
cessful. (Editor’s Note to Jack: Try 
Guy out on one of those Pioneer Ac- 
cident policies!) 


Hastings Traffic 


The Hastings traffic department has 
several new girls. They are the Misses 
| Schneider, Bencken and Schlemann. 

. The new toll students are Misses 
MeCall and Einspahr. ... Misses Jen- 
sen and Dvoracek spent a pleasant 
week-end in Lincoln the latter part of 
January, and Miss Johnson visited her 
home in Bradshaw. ... Misses Jensen, 
Sherman, and Johnson are proudly 
| displaying new diamonds. Congratula- 
| tions, girls. 


Anita Marquart, operator, has left 
our force and is now employed at the 
Bruning Air Base. . .. Mrs. Kenneth 
Butler, former operator, visited this 
office February 18. Ensign and Mrs. 
Butler were enroute from Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, to Texas where Ensign Butler 
is to be stationed. . . . Doris Bartcher, 
operator, spent the week-end of Febru- 
| ary 20 with her folks at Lebanon, Kans- 
jas. ... Rolla Willems and Ruth Rit- 
tenhouse spent February 9 in Lincoln. 
.. . Margaret and Regina Bethscheider, 
H. G. Taedter and George T. Jones at- 
| tended the Pioneers dinner in Lincoln, 
|February 20. 


Nelson 


Margaret Farver, assistant chief op- 
erator, is spending a week of her va- 
cation in Lincoln. . . Edith Cottam 
spent the week-end of February 12 in 
Superior visiting friends. Mrs. 
Clare Brown and daughters of Brew- 
ster, Kansas, visited the Dewey Eckles 
family from February 19 to 23. In spite 
of gas rationing, they all journyed to 
Plattsmouth to spend the week-end 
with the W. L. Eckles family. 


Polk 


Jo Ann Lindburg, a former operator, 
was a visitor at the Polk office, Febru- 
ary 10... . Linnea Ekdahl, operator, 
spent the week-end of February 6 in 
Lexington visiting friends. She was 

| also an Omaha business visitor, Febru- 

ary 20. ... Leona McConnel, chief op- 
erator, spent February 15 in Aurora. 
... Arlene Wright was a Lincoln shop- 
per February 13. ... Clara Anderson, 
night operator, spent one day the fore- 
part of February in York. 


Shelby 


Lt. and Mrs. Elmer Cooper spent a 
week visiting the latter’s mother, Mrs. 
Mayme Carroll, the first part of Febru- 
ary before leaving for Fort Sill, Okla- 
homa, where Lt. Cooper will be sta- 
tioned. . . Ica Westley, night operator, 
spent the week-end of February 6 vis- 
iting her sister in Omaha... . Mrs. 
Mayme Carroll was pleased to have 
participated in the completion of a call 
from Honolulu, Hawaii, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles E. Hastert of Shelby on 
| February 8. The call was from the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Hastert, who is 
stationed at Honolulu, and announced 
the arrival of twin baby girls. After 
talking on the call, our local sub- 
scriber informed the telephone office 
that the transmission was as clear as 
any local call. . .. Margaret Gabriel, 
'a former operator at this exchange 
who is now employed by the Bell Tele- 
phone Company, at Los Angeles, vis- 
|ited for a short time at the Shelby 
| office on Tuesday, February 9. 
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Stromsburg 


; C. J. Olson, area manager, attended 


Wess Pioneers “Get Together” in Lin- 
|} coln, February 20. 


| 


Superior 


Area Manager Kubat enjoyed the 
| Pioneers “Get Together” in Lincoln. 
: . . The girls at the Superior office 
/had a Valentine party. Marguerite 
Buckles proved very adept at string- 
| ing hearts. The party room was very 


pretty and thé committee deserves a 
lot of credit for a very successful 
party. . . Rexine Dyer, night oper- 


ator, will leave our exchange soon to 
start working in the Lincoln office. 
We'd like to have you stay, Rexine, 
but wish you the best of luck wher- 
ever you go. ... Lola Willett, will be- 
come the night operator to replace 
Rexine. Lola has worked with us be- 
fore and we're glad to have her back 
again. . . . Clarinda Lake has been a 
flu victim for two weeks. We miss 
Cline and are sorry she had to be on 
a forced vacation. 


Sutton 


Jack Mankamyer attended the Pi- 
oneers meeting in Lincoln, February 
20. . . . A. G. Israelson, former man- 
ager at Saronville, celebrated his birth- 
day last month with a great many call- 
ers to whom lunch was served. 


York 


Once more we come to the right and 
wrong portion of our program. Right, 
inasmuch as it has been good know- 
ing such girls as Peg Cooper, Velma 
Garlock and Izola Vodehnal. Wrong, 
because we truly hate to see them 
go. Peg is now PBX operator at the 
Hastings Ammunition Depot; Velma is 
working with her husband at the Mc- 
Cloud hotel; and Izola has assumed 
the full time duties of a housewife. A 
doughnut and coffee (yes, we meant 
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™ “WITH THE COLORS" 


Vern O. Amick, 

Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
R. D. Andrews, 

General Traffic Department. 


H. D. Ash, 
Construction Department. 


Ernest M. Barney, 
Supply Department. 


James L. Baxter, Jr., 
Construction Department. 


Allan G. Behm, 
Supply Department. 


William R. Behrns, 

David City Plant Department. 
Paul H. Black, 

Supply Department. 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 


Clyde D. Bucknell; 
Construction Department. 


Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 


George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


William H. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


Ray Chambers, 
Construction Department. 


Chris Christopulos, 
Supply Department. 
Thad Cone, 

Construction Department. 


Charles E. Connors, 
Construction Department. 


James D. Crabill, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


D. W. Cunningham, 
Supply Department. 

E. I. DeVries, 
Construction Department. 


John B. Eidemiller, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


Chauncey J. Erickson, 
Construction Department. 


George E. Fech, 
Construction Department. 


John Fischer, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Donavin Frankforter, 
Construction Department. 


Raymond E. Freeman, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 


Giles H. Gere, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Leslie G. Hansen, 
Construction Department. 


G. S. Hart, 
Accounting Department. 


Richard D. Hartley, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Thomas B. Hedges, 
Construction Department. 


Gay T. Henderson, 
Supply Department, 
Gerald R. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 
“Floyd H. Henson, 
Supply Department. 
YArthur W. Holcomb, 
Construction Department. 


\{ Jack Huddleston, 


| 


| Construction Department. 


Wilfred R. Huddleston, 
| Construction Department. 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


coffee) afternoon lunch was held in 
honor of the girls, Friday, February 
12, and a gift presented each honoree. 
. . Florence Ransom is our latest toll 
student with Lorene Gunlack as in- 


structor. . Virginia Kelly, former 
Cashier, visited the York office re- 
cently. . . . Marie Haberman enjoyed 


the week-end of February 14 in Lin- 
coln and Cupid was along with her. 
. . Maxine Meradith acted as brides- 
maid at the wedding of her sister, 
Jean, at home Sunday, February 21. 
. George Dobson, chairman of the 
York County First Aid, recently en- 
deavored to make his co-workers feel 
he is one of them by volunteering as 
a subject for artificial respiration. The 
next morning he felt sure he had been 
a victim. . . . Bill Moudon, Dave Cul- 
bertson, and Reno Weis attended the 


Pioneers dinner in Lincoln. . . . Reno 
Weis is now working in Geneva. ... 
Alex Pauley, Dave Culbertson, and 


Tom DeWolf believe there are still fish 
in the Blue river even though they 
caught them all last year. . . . Now 
that spring is on its way, George 
Mehuron can’t keep his feet on the 
ground. They are entwined around a 
bicycle wheel. Be careful, George, 
that viaduct is going to look too steep 
one of these days. 


Geneva Harvey, Auburn 
traffic, and Steven J. Colerick 
were united in marriage Sun- 
day, February 28, 1943. The 
ceremony took place at the 
parsonage of the First Metho- 
dist church, Rev. Handel Col- 
lier officiating. 


William B. Imler, 
Construction Department. 

Ned Johnson, 

Construction Department. 
Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 
Ervin H. Klundt, 

Hastings Plant Department. 
Roy W. Knorr, 

Plattsmouth Plant Department. 


Lincoln Business Office. 


Hugh LaMaster, 
Construction Department. 


Waldo J. McDowell, 
Lincoln Business Office. 
Wilma McIntire, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Roger L. Moore, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


F. William Morris, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Construction Department, 


Delbert C. Mutchie, 
Construction Department. 
Loren P. Neal, 

Supply Department. 


Adrian M. Newens, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


B. I. Noble, 
Area Manager, York. 


Joseph C. Nosky, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 
Bev N. Ott, 

Supply Department. 
William D. Quinn, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Leland L. Rauch, 
Construction Department. 
Ted M. Ray, 

District Clerk, Beatrice. 
Bernard F. Sand, 
Nebraska City Plant Dept. 
Jacob Sandoval, 

York Plant Department. 
Earl J. Schemmerhorn, 
Wymore Plant Department. 
Robert R. Schouborg, 
Construction Department. 
John R. Shipp, 
Construction Department. 
Dan Smith, 

District Clerk, Beatrice. 
Don D. Smith, 
Construction Department. 
Howard ‘Spahnle, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Robert A. Stall, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
A. E. Stansbury, 

Beatrice Plant Department. 
Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Ruth E. Trutna, 

Wahoo Traffic Department. 
George A. Wasson, 
Construction Department. 
Boyd Wedgwood, 

Supply Department. 
Clyde S. Whittington, 
Supply Department. 
Rolland R. Winders, 
Supply Department, 
Robert E. Wohlberg, 
Supply Department. 
Norman R. Zipp, 
Construction Department. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files, 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


Milton Baratt, former manager 
at Sutton is now stationed at Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, in the aviation sec- 
tion of the Army. Chris Haber- 
man, former manager at Friend 
1s nOW a sergeant at Camp Funs- 
ton. R. S. Brewster, traffic en- 
gineer, is wearing a big smile, the 
cause being the arrival of a baby 
boy in his home. Especial com- 
mendation is given to the cable- 
men and _ construction crews 
whose efforts were responsible 
for the speedy restoration of serv- 
ice at Fairbury after fire, of un- 
known origin, destroyed several 
lengths of cable in the business 
district recently. 


Names in the month’s news: E. 
S. Fisher, J. C. Miller, Warren 
Cruickshank, T. C. Rice, E. M. 
Philan, D. T. Venter, George 
Arnold, Al Newman, H. G. Taed- 
ter, Frank Walters, C. P. Rector, 
and Mrs. Sybil Brandt. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


The central office move has 
been completed to the new build- 
ing at Cedar Bluffs. The switch- 
board transfer and_ installation 
was handled by O. P. Knee and 
Francis Darnold. An open house 
is planned for the near future. 


R. C. Shellenbarger, service de- 
partment, Lincoln, has _ been 
transferred temporarily to the 
general shop for training. 


Names in the month’s news: H. 
Schilling, Jim Dudgeon, Art Al- 
bers, R. L. Clinton, M. Green, 
Wm. Mouden, H. C. Felton, A. T. 
Gille, Harry Moss, Merlie Marku- 
son, and Frank Kubat. 


Ten Years Ago 


H. M. Branch, Hastings, who 
recently underwent an operation 
for acute appendicitis is reported 


of this size. 


holders. 


Company. 


Central District 


Eastern District— 
David City 
Nebraska City 
Plattsmouth 


Southern District— 
Auburn 
Beatrice 
Fairbury 
Tecumseh 


Western District— 
Geneva 
Hastings 
Hebron 
Stromsburg 
Superior 
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Throughout the entire existence of 
this Company Mr. Woods has given a 
“full measure of devotion” to establish- 
ing those policies and providing the 
means which enabled the Company to 
carry on through periods of adversity 
and prosperity, always with an eye 
single to rendering the greatest service 
to patrons, employees, and to stock- 


Gain or Loss 
for February, 1943 January 1, 1943 


March, 1943 


to be convalescing rapidly and 
should be back to work soon. 


C. B. Meshier, manager, Fair- 
bury, gave a talk before students 
of the junior high school on “The 
Value of First Aid to the In- 
jured.” 


Lincoln was again host to the 
convention of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association in what was 
called “the best convention in 
years.” One of the highlights was 
the performance of an electrically 
controlled robot, created and 
demonstrated by B. C. Burden, 
transmission engineer. 


Names in the month’s news: E. 
G. Horen, J. P. Lahr, Marie Ehler, 
Melanise Breault, L. N. Corring- 
ton, Vern Campbell, C. G. Ben- 
nett, George Jones, Fred Atkins, 
S. F. Bush, Chester Baldwin, 
Herbert Jenkins, Amelia Aden, 
and D. G. Bell. 


FORVICTORY 


' ty 
mS yf 


“IN NO OTHER LAND 
IS THE PRICE OF 
FREEDOM S0 
SMALL!" 


The sufferings of the tor- 
tured millions in Poland, 
Greece, China, Belgium, 
Holland, Norway, France 
and elsewhere are the proof 
of this unalterable truth! 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


(uk Company claims a distinction, to which your at- 

tention is being called in this issue of the “News,” 
in which all of us may rightfully exhibit a pardonable 
pride. On March 7, Mr. Frank H. Woods completed forty 
years of service as President of the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company — a record 
rarely, if ever, enjoyed by a Company 


Forty years in Nebraska include seasons of abund- 
ant crops, years of drouth, periods of growth and progress, 
and times of retrogression and hardship, but they have 
all added up to the organization we have today, serving 
more than 67,000 telephones in the twenty-two counties 
occupied by the exchanges and lines of our Company. 

, 1 am sure that the 1,150 employees join me today in 
wishing President Woods many more years of happy, 
successful administration as the directing head of this 


—J. H. AGEE. 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 
Since 


256 


10 
74 
6 


17 
—13 
7 
101 


073 
67,037 
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Son Of Employee 


Agreement Reached °° 
Killed In Action 


In Wage Negotiations 


Increases On Basis Of Two one of our 


employees was 
Present Wage Classifica- announced 
tions; Approval Of War on March 
Labor Board Needed. 19, when 


oe G bargaining ne- 
- gotiations between the gen-| 


= 


that Tech. 


eral board of the United! 
Union of Telephone Workers | 
and the management of this| 
Company, announcements| 
were made late in March of| 
the conclusion of a satisfac-| 
tory agreement for general | the south- 
wage adjustments. The first | west Pacific. 
announcement was made by|The elder Donovan is em- 
James Smith, Auburn, Presi-| ployed as night custodian in 
dent of the Union’s general}the warehouse in Lincoln. 
board, in a letter to all mem- | Francis was a graduate of 
This i nce high school in 1939. 
| 


bers of the Union. 
He enlisted on February 7, 


J. Donovan, 


J. Donovan, 


been killed 
in action in 


Francis J. 
Donovan 


followed by a somewhat simi- 
lar announcement to all em-/1942. and had been in serv- 
ployees from the manage-|ice just a year and a day 
ment. — , iwhen he was killed. He 
= he increases, applicable hel ag his pre-flight train- 
all employees, are subject to ing in Louisiana, and had 
the review and the approval! been on active duty since Sep- 
of the War Labor Board, ex-|tember. He had been men- 
cept in the cases of employees| tioned in press 
receiving less than 40c per/concerning the achievements 
hour. These do not need such] of the bomber crew. of which 
approval. Despite the fact|he was a member, in destroy- 
that all wages over 40c per | ing Japanese shipping 
hour were “frozen” some time Sergeant Donovan Bee ees 
as a national govern-' ; 

mental policy, and despite the Le mechan ae aay, 
nationwide publicity which | osc arse see het 
attended this action, there) ee sess eae q ai 
still exists some misunder- | 4... To the I oe ee 
standing of this point in the' list of tel oes ae? i oes 
minds of some employees. | Se cage ne ae red 

mm . . . . 
+f ERE oa —_ ee ‘death adds a sharper meaning 
= SBPFOVAL Is PECeveel, Of URC) to the torture which fanatical 
basis of two present wage’ ang war-hungry maniacs have 
classifications: (1) an increase | heaved upon eatie +3 Th 
of 124%2% of the rate being| P i ua 
ee one ‘understanding sympathy of 
paid on February 1, 1948, to| 211 of us goes out t fel 
employees receiving less than | owe he Bedanuhnis r "ch - 
40c per hour and (2) an in-| ploy east alas 
crease of 10% to employees re- | 
ceiving 40e per hour or more.| March “Accident 

All increases are to be re- oor . 
troactive to February 1, 1948, Quiz’ Winners 
and they became effective im-/} $8.00 Cash Award—L. C. Wil- 
mediately for the group in the 
first bracket. The increases to 


the group included in the sec-|§5 99 Cash Award — Frank 


ond bracket will become ef- | Nevitt. Wire Chief Dent 
fective immediately upon re-| Beatrice ar 
ceipt of approval by the War | 
Labor Board. Application for | es te eb Wylder, 
such approval was made con- | upply Dept., Lincoln. 
currently with the issuance of | $2.90 Cash Award —M. L. 
the announcements. | Hodge, Wire Chief Dept., 
Total annual increase in| Beatrice. 
payroll costs resulting from| $1.00 Cash Award — George 
the wage adjustment will) Placek, Construction Dept., 
amount to approximately) Lincoln. 


$160,000. The management, in} HONORABLE MENTION 


its letter, points out that a : 

wage increase of this amount| nee ze aay Pet car Sicaionn 
would not have been possible pies i sna 7 t = poe 
at any previous time in the ee ae i aes fs oe Hi. 
Company’s history without yan i on, Supply Dept., 
Gone oe mesma to ‘tne! "There was a total of 120 
Company's Hinancial opera-| soults found by the contest- 
tions, and that it is Pam abe ants fon wliich a total of 9 


now only because of an ab-|(,;° - : 
normal increase in revenue| ‘ings not to do” was decided 


from war-stimulated toll busi- | UPO” by the judges as a master 
ness. The management em.| list of faults resulting from 
phasized its belief that this aeons on the part of 
point will be weighed by em- aes 

ployees, and that there will be| aS ol, doppiner with the 
a general understanding of cartoon sheet, showing key 
the logical fact that future numbers, is to be found aes 
business conditions, following | SUPPlemental sheet with this 


the termination of the was, | s8ue- 
may adversely affect the) 
Company’s business and its) Gladys Fellows of the York 
ability to maintain present| traffic department and Cor- 
wage levels. ‘poral Earl Hennessey were 
The effect upon the wage | married at the Army chapel of 
adjustment of President| Williams Field, Arizona, on 
Roosevelt’s “hold the line”|March 4. The ceremony was 
order, of April 8, remained a| performed by the Field Chap- 
matter of conjecture at the! lin. The couple are making 
time the “News” went to press. | their home in Mesa, Arizona. 


ago 


liams, Plant Dept., Stroms- 
burg. 


HE first war-death to strike 
directly at the family of 


word came | 
Set. Francis 
son of Frank 


Lincoln, had 


dispatches | 


have sons in the service, his 


Lincoln, Nebraska, April, 1943 


| 


} 


SET ASIDE TO TAKE 
CARE OF UNEXPECTED 
ITEMS OF EXPENSE, 
ETC . 


REMUNERATION TO EMPLOYEES 
AND PROVISION FOR EMPLOVEES BENEFIT PLAN % PENSIONS 


DEPRECIATION 


\ AND ee | 
\ | AT RATE OF 396% PERANNUM Ao/ RENT ON MONEY | | 
[oe okcemecusis sunt 487° USED IN BUSINESS | 


| DISPOSITION OF THE AVERAGE DOLLAR 


TAXES 


FEDERAL , STATE 
AND LOCAL 


| 


REPRESENTED BY INTEREST 


AND DIVIDENDS. 
AVERAGE ANNUAL RATE PAID 4.2% 


ELECTRICITY, 
FUEL, 
ADVERTISING, ETC. 


HE above chart, which was published as a part of the annual report to the stockholders, 
exhibits the disposition of the average dollar paid to this Company in the year 1942. 


————— 


Mutual Benefit 


Pays More Claims 
||| aeearees of the Employees 
Mutual Benefit associa- 
tion will be interested, we feel 
sure, in short monthly sum- 
maries of activities in the as- 
sociation’s “claims paid” de- 
partment, and the “News” will 
endeavor to carry a bit of in- 
formation of this nature in 
each issue. Claims paid dur- 
ing the past month were to 
Dan Higgins, Beatrice, Dor- 
etta Harnett and Leona Lewis, 
accounting, Lincoln, and H. R. 
Dudgeon, construction. Pay- 
ment of three other claims 
awaits presentation of proof 
of claims. 


L. C. Anderson 


Undergoes Operation 

. C. ANDERSON, president 

of our Pioneers association 
chapter, and cable facilities | 
man in the Lincoln service de- 
partment, underwent a major 
operation at Bryan Memorial 
hospital, in Lincoln, on March 
24. Lew’s legion of friends in 
Lincoln and throughout the 
territory will be immensely 
pleased to know that he has 
been making a remarkably 
speedy recovery from a very 
serious illness. At the time 
this is written (April 12) he is 
being allowed to leave his bed 
for short periods, and he will 
doubtless be back in his home 
by the time this issue of the| 
“News” is published. Lew has | 
not been feeling his best for 
several months. He was taken 
to the hospital on March 5. His 
condition was so serious at) 
that time that several blood 
transfusions were necessary 
before he could undergo an 
operation. 


|'Douglas Shifted 


Dick Morgan 
Writes From Coast 


HE “News” has received an 
interesting and chatty let- 
ter from Dick Morgan, who re- 
cently resigned as manager at 
Syracuse to accept employ- 
ment with the telephone com- 
pany at Whittier, Calif. Dick 
tells us that he and his family 
like California very much, al- 
though they definitely miss 
their Nebraska friends. He 
mentions the fact that Chet 
Baldwin, former Humboldt 
manager, is now commercial 
manager of the exchange at 
Downey, Calif. The address 
of the Morgans is 230 N. 
Greenleaf Ave., Whittier, 
Calif., and they would enjoy 
hearing from their many Com- 
|pany friends. 


Into Eastern District 
ESPONSIBILITY for the 
maintenance and _ opera- 

tion of the Douglas exchange 

was shifted, on March 10, 

from the Tecumseh area of 

the Southern district to the 

Nebraska City area of the 

Eastern district. The exchange 

becomes the diréct responsi- 

bility of Manager Al Ager, of 

Syracuse. The Syracuse ex- 

change zone also includes 

Burr. Douglas and Burr are 

located only a few miles apart, 

and supervision from Syra- 
cuse will be considerably less 
expensive than from the more 
distant area office at 
Tecumseh. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


BSENTEEISM! Here is a new word which most of us had 

never heard until recent months. It means being absent 
from work without a good reason. In some war plants, possibly 
because of the temporary character of the work and perhaps 
difficult working conditions, some em- 
ployees are reported to be taking time off 
to the detriment of production, without 
legitimate excuse. 

We have never felt that our employees 
would take advantage of the Company’s 
liberal provision for absences resulting from 
sickness, accident, or to look after neces- 
sary personal business—but recent reports 
of absences are causing us some concern. 
Service suffers! 

If you have been taking time off, un- 
necessarily, I’m sure you haven’t seriosuly 
considered the harmful effects resulting 
from it. Absence of employees places a 
heavier load on someone else or delays com- 
pletion of needed work or results in unsatisfactory service to 
our patrons—and of course costs the Company additional 
money. If the absence is justified, no one complains but if not, 
then there’s nothing to be said but to condemn it. 

Absenteeism, if not absolutely necessary, is dishonest. I’m 
sure our employees don’t intend to take advantage of the Com- 
pany’s generosity in permitting absences from work. 

Your cooperation in carrying on in these trying times will 
be most helpful and is appreciated. —J. H. AGEE. 


CE ee ee SS... 
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Number 4 


ANNUAL REPORT 
TELLS WAR'S IMPACT 


Problems Have Been Met 
And Solved Despite High 
Labor Turnover; Non- 
Recurring Revenues Im- 
portant Factor In 1942 
Picture. 


ieee annual report to stock- 
holders, issued in its usual 
neatly printed form on March 
15, gives striking evidence 
within its pages of the im- 
pact of one full year of war 
upon the Company’s opera- 
tions. 


With regard to the overall 
picture, the report says: 


“As compared with opera- 
tions for the year 1941, un- 
divided profits increased from 
$21,650 to $52,172. While this 
gain is large percentage-wise, 
the net amount remaining 
| after all expenses continues to 
represent an undesirably 
small margin for a company 
with more than fifteen mil- 
lion dollars of assets doing a 
gross business amounting to 
more than three million dol- 
lars per year. But both this 
gain and its derivation do rep- 
resent several notable im- 
provements. Total revenues 
reached $3,213,812, an increase 
of $477,102 over last year. Lo- 
cal service revenues increased 
$330,557 as a result of the ef- 
fect of exchange rate in- 
creases and a gain of 1,721 sta- 
tions. Toll service revenues 
increased $153,710 as a result 
of increased long distance 
business volume. Increased 
expenses kept nearly in pace © 
with increased revenues. 
Total expenses before inter- 
est, dividends and taxes, in- 
creased $222,993 due _ princi- 
pally to increased pay to em- 
ployees, while total taxes in- 
creased in the amount of $201,- 
087 due almost entirely to in- 
creased federal income taxes.” 


The matter of war plant fa- 
cilities, to which much of the 
Company’s increased business 
for the year can be attributed, 
is touched upon as follows: 


“The net station gain of 
1,721 telephones was largely 
the result of installations 
made at establishments con- 
nected with the war effort. 
Similarly the construction 
and operation of these plants 
is accountable for much of the 
increase in toll business vol- 
ume. Complete telephone sys- 
tems were installed at the Ne- 
braska Ordnance Plant lo- 
cated near Mead and at the 
Lincoln Air Base. The Or- 
dnance Plant _ installation 
serves 791 telephones from a 
six-position manually oper- 
ated board with subordinate 
fire and police reporting 
switchboards and represents 
an investment of $125,000 in 
such facilities. The Air Base 
installation serves 569 tele- 
phones from a 400-line me- 
chanical board with subordi- 
nate boards for special serv- 
ices and represents an invest- 
ment of $95,000. .. . In addi- 
tion to these completed proj- 
ects there are now under way 
complete telephone system in- 
stallations for three smaller 
air bases located near Brun- 
ing, Harvard and Fairmont, 
for which an early completion 


See “REPORT” 
Page 2, Col. 3 


“REPORT” 


From Page 1, Col. 6 


‘date is scheduled. Temporary 
installation has been made of 
_the necessary telephone facili- 
ties for the construction of 
the Naval Ammunition Depot 
/near Hastings where the Navy 
Department proposes upon 
completion to construct and 
Operate its own permanent 
telephone plant and equip- 
‘ment. While these installa- 
tions have been made under 
contracts which furnish rea- 
sonable safeguards for the in- 
|vestments made, they have 
produced revenues in service 
connection and other special 
charges in an amount approxi- 
| mating $146,000, accounted for 
as local service revenues, 
which will not be recurring.” 

In speaking of present ex- 
change rates, the report says 
in part: 


“As stated last year, these 
rate revisions provided stand- 
ardized rates for exchanges of 
similar size and type of serv- 
ice and eliminated inequali- 
ties and discriminations. Ac- 
cordingly, further rate ad- 
justments may be expected to 
be on a Company-wide or per- 
centage basis. As proposed in 
its application for increased 
rates, the Company has de- 
voted the income from the in- 
creases granted, to payrolls, 
to pension reserve provisions, 
and to depreciation. As to de- 
preciation, the overall rate ap- 
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A Nebraska Company Serving Its People” 


‘C2044 -Jalk” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) | 


OAT LLL ED Sr Ss, . 
eS 
r Cayenne ot eee pe 
PR ene tr ome 


f oon War Production Board recently cancelled the famous 
conservation order known throughout “the trade” as L-50, 
and in its place released a substitute to be known as Order 
U-2. (What a chance for wise-cracks when teamed up with 
Me, Too!”) This action by the Board caused much scurry- 
ing-about on the part of our area managers. An important 
change permitted by the new order—and the one which put 
our area Managers into a lather—is the revised formula for 
rural installations. Instead of restricting to 50 pounds the 
amount of iron wire permitted for the extension of rural 
lines, the new order raises the ante to a maximum of 200 
pounds of wire per subscriber—provided that the connection 
to a substantial producer of food. Farmers in all parts 
our territory have been clamoring for service—so the 
area Managers sat themselves down to write L. T. 3’s to their 
listrict managers and letters to prospective patrons telling 
them, in effect, “here we come!” One of our busiest writers 
was Area Manager Charles Meshier, of Tecumseh. In fact. 
Charley wrote himself right into a series of deep-dish head- 
aches. He has been rassling for months with an unusually 
large number of demands for rural service—demands which 
ne could not fill, and could only attempt to placate with 
soothing words—so it can be presumed that the relief af- 
forded by Order U-2 was too much for the old boy. He 
pulled out his file of rural prospects and started writing let- 
ters of good cheer to his farmer friends. Before he finished, 
however, something slipped—and he ended up strictly on his 
neck by writing a letter to his district manager which will 
remain a Classic for years to come, and which is certain to 
rise up and plague him whenever said district manager is in 
the immediate neighborhood. We quote: 
Tecumseh, Nebraska 
Mr. Clyde Burge March 31, 1943 | 
District Manager | 
Beatrice, Nebraska 
“oe to your previous application for telephone service at | ane ton, une neseune compre 
your present location and to advise you that the restrictive provisions cations have produced ey 
of the General Conservation Order have been revised so that we may | Problems. The overall activ- 
make the installation. We will attempt to be out there to do the | ity of the nation has been re- 
work by April 10 or before if at all possible. flected in al] phases of the 
on truly, Company’s operations. The 
. B. Meshiex 
Area Manager drain on man-power to the 
The reply which he received from his district office is| armed forces and war indus- 
even more of a classic, and will certainly bear quoting. | try, the restrictions imposed 
We quote: upon the procurement of 
equipment and materials, the 
necessities in connection with 
‘meeting the requirements of 
numerous __ governmental 
_agencies and war time taxes, 


aan het’ 
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property was increased from 
3.5% to 4.0% effective Febru- 
ary 1, 1942, the reserve ac- 
cruals for the year being at an 
average annual rate of 3.96%. 


As to war problems, the re- 
port says in part: 


“Although the impacts of 
the first full year of war were 
tempered by a year of prep- 


eee 
————— 
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Beatrice, Nebraska 


Mr. C. B. Meshier April 1, 1943 


Area Manager 
Tecumseh, Nebraska 
Dear Sir: 

We appreciate most sincerely receiving your communication in 
which you advise us that our application for telephone service has ‘have been important addi- 
been reconsidered. We take this opportunity to say frankly, Mr. 


| . 
Meshier, that it is men like yourself who have made the telephone | tio : oe Pees sea dinaet 
industry what it is today—whatever that may mean. Your thought-|--- +4 the lraitic Departmen 
fulness in keeping in mind our dire need for a telephone goes far 
beyond the ordinary courtesies which may reasonably be expected 
from an organization as large as yours. Mrs. Burge and I have often 
discussed our desperate need for a second telephone. Of course, | 
when she is at home alone she will doubtless find it a bit difficult to CeSsity for the replacement 
‘alk over two telephones at the same time, but it will be comforting| and training of that propor- 
to know that an extra circuit is available in case she ever becomes tion of the required working 
a ventriloquist. We are looking forward with great pleasure to your force. As is inevitably the 
visit on or before April 10, 1943. I might even say that we are licking en tk a cnc an ie 
our chops in anticipation. When you arrive we shall probably break | se W ew exper- 
your neck with a gusto which, at the moment, it is almost painful to | enced employees a larger 
contemplate. But we know that your unswerving belief in “The| force is necessary for a given 
Se Fe eg pent eee e — even this as a step in the volume of work but our effort 
Sous civecnien. Which it will be, be ha ci oS | to prevent any departure from 
C. Burge | the normal high service stand- 
ard has so far succeeded. With 


District Manager 
But that wasn’t the end of Charley’s troubles. As I re- the exception of few instances 
and short periods such delays 


raarked above, he also had a mess of L. T. 3’s to write—and 
that was where he slipped again. In giving the reasons why in the completion of toll calls 
a certain L. T. 3—requesting authority to extend a rural|as have been experienced 
line to reach a farmer near Sterling—should be approved, | were due to congested circuits 
he wrote: _ ;and centers beyond our own 
This applicant is a substantial producer of food, by reason of | operating areas. In most oth- 
the fact that he has a large acreage of wheat and other small grain, er Departments the situation 
will have a considerable acreage of corn, and is at the moment en-| ©. P : 
with respect to the retention 
of employees is better. There, 


gaged in milking 13 cows, 6 pigs and 200 hens. | 
Which, if true, is hereby referred to the “Neat Trick” | see 
department! the wide majority are older 
in years, littie affected by 
lm told that Fred Adkins, our patriotic Osceola manager, has| selective service require- 
been walking his shoes right into spats in his desire to save wear : 
and tear on his tires. He walks to and from work—an average of four ments, and key employees ake 
miles per day—and then ankles around all day while attending to | Subject to deferment by rea- 
the multitude of duties which befall an exchange manager. As a/son of their occupations with 
result of all this walking, he has flat feet, fallen arches and bunions. | an industry classified as es- 
And calluses so big that his feet look like they are sprouting ping sential to the conduct of the 
pong balls! Not long ago—on a day when his feet were “simply 5 
murdering” him—he decided to drive the car down town after | war. 
supper. Later, he completely forgot the car and patiently plodded a 
home, moaning in anguish at every step. He remembered the car |. The report makes the fol 
just as he opened his front door, so back he went—practically on | lowing reference to the ilmpor- 
his hands and knees by this time! I’d like to tell you that the car | tant matter of personnel: 
“Prior to December there 
were three labor union organ- 


Operators reached 85% in the 
year 1942 with consequent ne- 


wouldn't start and that he was forced to walk home again but, as. 
you know, I have always been steadfast in my refusal to depart from | 
the cold truth in this column! 


— 


plied to depreciable plant and | 
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the turnover of switchboard 
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izations recognized as_ bar- 
gaining agencies for the De- 
partments indicated by their 
names — the Federation of 
Telephone Employees — Ac- 
counting Department, Com- 
mercial Department and Plant 
Department. In that month 
these three unions joined, 
forming the United Union of 
Telephone Workers, absorb- 
ing the membership of the 
former organizations and en- 
listing membership from the 
Traffic Department em- 
ployees. The United Union 
has obtained sufficient mem- 
bership to qualify as the bar- 
gaining agency for its mem- 
ber employees. There has 
been exemplary response on 
the part of employees in the 
purchase of United States 
War Savings Bonds, contribu- 
tions to the support of com- 
munity chests, United Serv- 
ice Organizations, the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, and other 
agencies connected with war 
and relief. Under a payroll 
deduction plan, 100% of full 
time employees are now pur- 
chasers of War Savings Bonds. 
Total deductions for bonds at 
the year-end amounted to ap- 
proximately 7% of payrolls.” 
Finally, the report ends on 
this optimistic note: , 
“Notwithstanding the pres- 
sures and problems which the 
war has brought, the Com- 
pany’s financial position re- 
mains wholly sound, its 
service standards are well 
maintained, its public rela- 
tions agreeable, its morale 
high. Official compliment and 
commendation has been re- 
peatedly received for the 
Speedy and satisfactory com- 
pletion of services provided 
for military purposes. We con- 
sider that the Company is in 
position to continue to do its 
part creditably on all fronts.” 


Vern O. Amick, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


R. D. Andrews, 
General Traffic Department. 


Ernest M. Barney, 
Supply Department. 


James L. Baxter, Jr., 
Construction Department. 


Allan G. Behm, 
Supply Department. 


William R. Behrns, 
David City Plant Department. 


Paul H. Black, 
Supply Department. 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 


Cloyd D. Bucknell, 
Construction Department. 


Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 


George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


William H. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


Ray Chambers, 
Construction Department. 


Chris Christopulos, 
Supply Department. 
Thad Cone, 

Construction Department. 


Charles E. Connors, 
Construction Department. 


James D. Crabill, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


D. W. Cunningham, 

Supply Department. 

E. I. DeVries, 

Construction Department. 
John B. Eidemiller, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 
Chauncey J. Erickson, 
Construction Department. 
George E. Fech, 
Construction Department. 
John Fischer, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Donavin Frankforter, 
Construction Department. 
Raymond E. Freeman, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


OOOO See 
ee 
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April Service 
Anniversaries 


Forty-Two Years 
C. W. Albers, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
C. S. Nevin, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
L. P. Young, Hastings. 
Thirty-Three Years 


Catherine Gillan, Humboldt; C. 
W. Keester, H. M. Zimmerman, 
Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Florence Armogast, Davey. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
W. E. Cummings, Hastings. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Jessie Wirthel, Cordova. 
Twenty-Six Years 


W. P. Shuck, Lincoln; Erma 
Brown, Sutton; E. J. Eichenour, 
Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 


C. J. Crew, Geneva; Cecile An- 
derson, Wm. L. Hassler, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
C. H. Pierce, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 


Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, 
Adella Kyckelhahn, Lincoln; Eva 
Stutz, Hebron. 


Twenty-Two Years 
J. J. Brockmeyer, Auburn. 
Twenty Years 


C. L. Millholen, Hastings; Ar- 
dell Robison, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 
Ruth Goslin, Lincoln; 
Nordheim, Hastings. 
Seventeen Years 
Sterling Nelson, Auburn. 
Sixteen Years 
KE. T. Little, Lincoln; E. M. 


Massie, Wymore; R. R. Winders, 
Lincoln. 


J. G. 


Fifteen Years 


J. P. Fowler, Tecumseh; I. D. 
Livingston, Lincoln; Beata Merz, 
Seward; Lucille Stephenson, Has- 
tings; H. T. Drake, Lincoln. 


Fourteen Years 
Darlene Multer, Lincoln; 


Phil Garvey, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Giles H. Gere, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 
Leslie G. Hansen, 
Construction Department. 
G. S. Hart, 

Accounting Department. 
Richard D. Hartley, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Thomas B. Hedges, 
Construction Department. 
Gay T. Henderson, 

Supply Department. 

Gerald R. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 

Floyd H. Henson, 

Supply Department. 

Arthur W. Holcomb, 
Construction Department. 
Jack Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 
Wilfred R. Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 
William B. Imler, 
Construction Department. 
Ned Johnson, 

Construction Department. 
Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 
Ervin H. Klundt, 

Hastings Plant Department. 
Roy W. Knorr, 

Plattsmouth Plant Department. 
Richard L. Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Hugh LaMasiter, 
Construction Department. 
Waldo J. McDowell, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Wilma McIntire, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Roger L. Moore, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
F. William Morris, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Construction Department. 


Delbert C. Mutchie, 
Construction Department. 
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"WITH THE COLORS" 


April, 1943 


Minnie Schlitt, Hastings; V. B. 
Hutchison, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 
Harold Brady, Lincoln: Mary 
T. Jackson, Fairbury; Mable E. 
Wieting, Plymouth. 


‘Eleven Years 
Howard Spahnle, Military Serv- 
ice. 
Nine Years 
R. R. Guthrie, W. F. Combs, 
Fay Theis, A. J. Cox, Lincoln; G. 
L. Oglesby, Beatrice; T. W. Ryan, 
Wilber. 
Eight Years 


Josephine Placek, Swanton; C. 
H. Vandervort, Fairbury. 


Seven Years 
Geraldine Brown, Lincoln. 


Six Years 
Edith Hughes, Milford. 


Five Years 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron. 


“Deke” Simpson 
Becomes Foreman 
ERNON M. “Deke” Simp- 
son, reliable and popular 
employee in the construction 
department since 1927, was 
promoted to the position of 
foreman in that department 
on March 8. He took over E. 
J. Kichenour’s gang, Mr. Eich- 
enour having been placed in 
charge of the gang formerly 
headed by Art Holcomb. Art, 
as many of you know, enlisted 
in the Signal Corps recently 
and is now carrying the rank 
of first lieutenant while tak- 
ing instruction at Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J. The many friends 
of “Deke” Simpson will be 
happy to know that his faith- 
ful service has been rewarded. 
Many of us, ardent backers of 
the Telephone baseball teams 
of the good old days when 
“hard ball” was king, carry 
vivid memories of “Deke’s” 
prowess on the mound during 
the years when he and 
“Heinie” Herzog and Perry 
Caldwell were hot-shot pitch- 
ers for several of this Com- 


pany’s most potent city league 
clubs. 


—————$$_. 


s il 
Loren P. Neal, 


Supply Department. 
Adrian M. Newens, 
Lincoln Business Office. 
B. I. Noble, 

Area Manager, York. 
Joseph C. Nosky, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 
Bev N. Ott, 

Supply Department. 
William D. Quinn, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Leland L. Rauch, 
Construction Department, 
Ted M. Ray, 

District Clerk, Beatrice. 
Bernard F. Sand, 
Nebraska City Plant Dept. 
Jacob Sandovol, 

York Plant Department. 
Earl J. Schemmerhorn, 
Wymore Plant Department. 
Robert R. Schouborg, 
Construction Department. 
John R. Shipp, 
Construction Department, 
Dan Smith, 

District Clerk, Beatrice. 
Don D. Smith, 
Construction Department. 
Howard Spahnle, 

Lincoln Business Office. 
Robert A. Stall, 

Lincoln Service Department, 
A. E. Stansbury, 

Beatrice Plant Department. 
Howard Stroup, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Ruth E. Trutna, | 
Wahoo Traffic Department. 
George A. Wasson, 
Construction Department. 
Boyd Wedgwood, 

Supply Department. 
Clyde S. Whittington, 
Supply Department. 
Rolland R. Winders, 
Supply Department. 
Robert E. Wohlberg, 
Supply Department. 
Norman R. Zipp, 
Construction Department, 
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On March 18, the and com- 
mercial departments gave a farewell 
party for Mardelle Sutton, operator 
who was transferred to the Lincoln ex- 
change. After a theater party the girls 
lunched at the Silver cafe. Mardelle 
presented with a lovely gift. . 


eat 
was 


Pauline Eaton has had a very unfor- 
tunate seige of those certain little 
things called ‘“‘measles.” ... Max Arm- 
strong, plant department, spent the 


week-end of March 20 in Kansas City. 
Nebraska City 

Spring must be just around the 
corner because some of our girls have 
started to migrate. Sorry to say that 
we have lost two operators this month. 
Maxine Hunsicker resigned to accept a 
eivil service position at the Ak-Sar-Ben 
in Omaha. Clara Neuhalfen re- 
signed and is now working at the tele- 
phone office in Omaha. Good luck, 


Maxine and Clara in your new work. | 


To offset these two losses we have 
two new 
and Louise Fritch. 
and Louise. 
and your new work... . £ Another vis- 
itor was Betty Janssen, operator at Lin- 
coin, on March 18. Betty formerly 
worked in Nebraska City before her 
transfer to Lincoln. . 
war, poor traveling conditions, etc., it 
seems that some of our girls get out of 
town occasionally. . .. Nadine Borland 


and Mildred Cohn spent March 12 in | 
Omaha shopping and being entertained | 


by Johnny Spivak and his orchestra. 
Charlotte Seely was in Omaha | 
shopping on March 1. Nellie 


Thompson had an enjoyable week-end 
at her home near Tecumseh on March 
Kathleen Snyder journeyed 
homeward to Percival, Iowa, the week- 
end of March 20. ... Evalyn Sprague 
spent the week-end of March 
Lincoln. . . Jeannette Crooker 
off’ for her home near 


=“ 
.% 
mes 


Auburn the 


week-end of March 20....Maxine Mc- | 


Intire spent 
Omaha. 


Wednesday, March 24 in 
.. . Starting vacations off with 


an early one, we have Phyllis Adams | 
Sunday, | 
who is: 
We hope that | 


going to sunny California, 
March 21, to visit her brother 
in Uncle Sam’s Army. 
you don’t forget to come back, Phyllis! 
A favorite sport of some of the 


Sirls just now seems to be roller skat- | 


| the left, Elaine Patzloff, Dorothy Vant and Maxine Heibreider. 
man who simply cannot keep his breakfast dates straight! 
deal to do with giving Hebron patrons the splendid service they enjoy—Chief Operator Margaret Bethscheider. 5. This is Claude “The 
Great” Helm, our manager at the Lincoln Air Base. Looks dignified, doesn’t he? As a matter of fact, he is really “out on his feet”—we 


ing. 
ana 


However, judging from the groans 
bruises of the day after we are 


wondering if it is as much fun as they | 


insist. How about it, Josie and Char- | 
lotte . Another indoor sport prac- 
ticed by at least three of our “gals,”’ 
Xvelyn Letellier, Charlotte Seely, and 


’ 
I 
the Red Cross. ... We are glad to have 
Josie Shoemaker's smiling countenance 
around again. 
days due to the flu... 
sympathy is extended to Mary and 
Dorothy McKenzie at the recent loss of 
their grandmother. Our sincere 
sympathy also goes to Sgt. and Mrs. 
R. B. Parker whose infant son passed 
away March 18. Mrs. Parker was for- 
merily Kathryn Bennett, an operator at 
Nebraska City. 


Platismouth 


It seems very nice to have Eunice 
Copenhaver’s smiling face in our midst 


onee again. Eunice has returned to 
work after a month’s absence due to 
illness. Mrs. Ruth Koukal spent 


a few days in March visiting her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Wheeler, in Omaha.... Mrs. 
Harriette Wynn, night operator, was a 
week-end hostess to Kathryn Owens, 
operator at the Nebraska City ex- 
change. ... Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Miller 


and family were the guests for the 
week-end of March 20 at the W. L. 
Eckles’ residence. Mr. and Mrs. 


Wynn spent the week-end of March 13 
visiting friends in Nebraska City. 
Seward 


We welcome Mrs. Myrtle Kapke to 
our office force this month. She has 


been employed to work part time in | 


our commercial department, and we 


local students, Florence Gess | 
Welcome, Florence | 
We hope that you like us | 


.. In spite of the | 


20 in| 
“took | 


“valyn Sprague, is folding bandages for | 


Josie was off duty two | 
. Our deepest | 


Personalities 


1. Mrs. Mary Margaret Pohlenz, stenographer, Lincoln, who recently took a leave of absence from the general commercial department 


(We'll tell you about this next month.) 


to join her soldier husband in Florida. 2. Effectively blocking the entrance to our Wahoo office is this group of attractive operators. From 
3. Asa Bradford Waters, area commercial manager, Lincoln, and the 
4. The lady who has a very great 


had to prop him up to get this picture! The reason is that he loathes and detests that arm band he is wearing—and we had to stun him 


with a club to get him to pose! 


Linden. 

' her record now stands at nine minutes 
with a wind to her back... . Hilda 
-Croshaw, a former operator, visited 
the office this last month. ... George 


| Cruickshank, Jr., son of George Cruck- 
|shank, plant department, entered the 
Naval pre-flight training school at 
Mount Vernon, Iowa, on March 2... . 
A surprise party in honor of Ethyl 
Daharsh sent the girls from the traf- 
fic and commercial departments scur- 
rying to the home of the Dewey Olsens, 
March 17. Ethyl’s sister, Mrs. Olsen and 
Ruth Daharsh, were hostesses. Ethyl 
was the recipient of a bottle of perfume 
from the girls. The evening was spent 
| playing pinochle after which everyone 
'indulged and bulged to a delicious two 


course luncheon. 


Weeping Water 


Elsa Bornemeier, night operator, has 
been on the “sick list” for several 
weeks. We are indeed sorry to report 
| that Elsa has been suffering with acute 
|arthritis, and her physician has rec- 
| Cnamaencded that she go to Hot Springs, 
|'Arkansas, for further treatment. We 
| hope that your recovery will be a more 
speedy one, Elsa, and that you will be 
' back with us very soon. 


| 
| 


feel mighty lucky indeed to have her | 


with us. We sincerely hope that you | 
will like your work, Myrtle. ... Doro- | 
thy Lange and Alma Grigsby, oper- 


ators, spent an enjoyable day, March | 


14, in Lincoln. . We are sorry to 
report that Ivan Haith spent a couple 
of days at home with a sore throat.... 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Martha Merz, 
Laura Douty, Dick Manners, and Chris 
Haberman attended the Pioneers ‘“get- 
together” in Lincoin and all reported 
that they had a very nice time. 


Syracuse 


Although practically every operator 
has been bitten by the “flu bug,” the 
work has been going on very nicely. 

Sophia Windels, 
braved the snow storm on March 19 to 
shop in Lincoln for material to cover 
the operators’ new bed. She visited 
the district office while in Lincoln... . 
The Dick Morgans arrived at Whittier, 
California, in fine shape. In a letter 
recently received from them, they said 
that they found California ‘beautiful 
but rainy.” 

Wahoo 


The latest snow storm shocked every- 
one in and about Wahoo with the ex- 
ception of Maxine Heidbreder and 
Erma Shonka, who managed to re- 
cover and spend the week-end in their 
respective homes at Utica and David 
City. ... Mae Meduna and Mrs. Mary 
Beaty also braved the storm and ven- 
tured out to do some shopping in Lin- 
coln on March 20.... Jean Bratrsovsky, 
Zella Preston, Emily Hanus, and Erma 
Shonka tied their troubles to some 
roller skates and were off to Lincoln, 
Thursday, March 11. From some re- 


ports, they took a short cut home via 
Ashland. Gas rationing too! ! 
Shirley Miller, five foot office pee- 


chief operator, | 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Clara Jones, Associate Editor 


With spring really official according 
to the calendar, word reaches us that 
a certain accounting department em- 
ployee is planting his garden again this 
year. Dewey Nelsen can really raise a 
| garden which is a knockout and the 
| stuff always tastes good. Dewey tells 
'us he has also purchased some day old 
| chicks, which are getting along fine. 
| Warning to the Nelsens! You’d better 
|take those chickens in at night, that 
'is one thing your friends really go for. 


.. . Elaine Manion took a week of her 
vacation in March while her husband 
was in town. Ed was commissioned a 
second lieutenant at State College, 
Miss., on March 3, and stopped here to 
spend a ten-day leave before proceed- 
ing to Washington, D. C. for further 
training in Transportation Corps duties. 
'Lt. Manion will be stationed in Dallas, 
.Texas, after leaving Washington, D. C. 
|. . . Congratulations and best wishes 
| to Staff Sergeant and Mrs. Don Alder 
| who were married at Iowa City, Iowa 
'on March 12. Mrs. Adler, formerly 
|Averil Smith, is resigning March 31 to 
| join Don in Iowa City where he is sta- 
‘tioned with the Air Corps. Averil was 
'honored at a theater party and dinner 
by the girls of the subscribers accounts 
-unit on Tuesday, March 23.... Laverne 
Jonnson of the toll billing unit has re- 
signed and is now employed at the 
Elastic Stop Nut Corporation. We cer- 
tainly wish Laverne lots of luck in her 
/new work and hope she will like it. 
Florence Studer has been chosen to fill 
the vacancy in the toll billing depart- 
ment. ... We are happy to report that 


wee moved into a new house on north]! Doretta Harnett of the disbursements 
It’s a slightly long walk but! section is making a speedy recovery 


from an operation and will be with us 
again soon. . .. Omaha seemed to be 
quite a drawing card for accounting 
employees this last month. The Nelsens 
spent an evening there enjoying a 
steak, Elaine Manion visited friends 
and met her husband at the Omaha air- 
port when he arrived, and Virginia 
Barnard and your correspondent went 
up to visit a friend who was in Omaha 
for a short time between trains. ; 
Evelyn Riggs of Wichita, Kansas, is 
the guest of her mother, Rose Riggs, 
for a week or so. 


Construction Department 
L. C. Jenkins, Associate Editor 


We were all glad to see Paul 
Schmeltzer able to return to work 
after a somewhat extended illness.... 
Mr. C. G. Hedstrom has been home ill 
for quite some time. ... V. M. “Deke’”’ 
Simpson has been promoted to be a 
foreman and is taking over E. J. 
Eichenour’s gang. Mr. Eichenour has 
been moved to take charge of Mr. A. 
W. Holcomb’s gang, Mr. Holcomb be- 
ing called to the service of our armed 
forces. We recently received a 
card from Norman Zipp, a recent em- 
ployee of this department. Norman is 
stationed at Camp Roberts, California. 
ps he Clyde “Curly” Boyles and Joy 
Dobbs have been making inspection 
tours on the Hastings-Lincoln lead in 
the ‘‘War Zone.”’ ... Madelon Weldon 
left the construction office to take a 
position at the Continental Oil Com- 
pany. Our department lost a total of 
seven employees in the past three 
weeks—some going into the army while 
others are taking on new jobs. ... We 
haven’t been able to find out much 
about Herman Studier and his gangs, 
chief reason—? ? ?—we are afraid to 
ask him! ... William Conn and Jack 
Eisenbarth are both back to their jobs 
after recent injuries. 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 
The suppliers sympathize with their 


co-worker, Frank Donovan, on the 
death of his son, T/Sgt. Francis J. 
Donovan, who was killed in action 


about February 8. This sad news came 
at a time when Frank had been ill for 
several weeks at home. Oscar 
Lewis has satisfactorily recovered from 
an elbow injury that had placed his 
arm in a cast for three weeks. The 
cause of his injury was a fall that oc- 
curred last February. . . Rolland R. 
Winders entered the army at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas on March 13. We 
wish our old friend every bit of good 
luck. Paul Krieder resigned his 
position as warehouseman to become an 
interior decorator for Lincoln hotel.... 
Glenn Bowers, who was hired on a 
part-time basis as warehouseman Feb- 
ruary is now working full time, half 
of the time in the general shop and 
the other half in the garage... . 
Wesley Haas, William Rosenthal and 
Ray Sherman have just completed the 
repair and redecoration of a booth 


rr 
. 


house at the Lincoln Air Base and are 
now working on a similar project in 
the other booth houses there. ... Don- 
ald Rutledge was in the general shop 
on March 19 to say good-bye to his 
former co-workers before going to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, for his induction 
into the army the next day. ... Robert 
Wohlberg, formerly employed in the 
general repair shop, was a welcome 
visitor to the warehouse on March 4. 
Bob was on ten-day leave from the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station. 
... Lt. Chauncey Barney, son of George 
P. Barney and a former supplier, was 
in Lincoln on _ leave, March 22, 
Chauncey was made second lieutenant 
on completion of his training at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, and is on his way to 
an assignment at Fort Warren, Wyo- 
ming. We congratulate you on your 
promotion, Chauncey! . ... We have just 
heard of Beverly Ott through the medi- 
um of the cafeteria menu comments. 
Bev, who was formerly employed in 
the supply department and who is now 
stationed somewhere in the southwest 
Pacific, was made a sergeant. More 
power to you.... William Cunningham, 
son of Harold Cunningham and former- 
ly employed in the Lincoln garage, is 
to report at Camp Kohler, near Sacra- 
mento, California, for training at the 
Signal Corps School there... . Howard 
Stacy, son of L. A. Stacy, is leaving the 
Company on March 31 to report for in- 
duction into the army. ... We have 
had letters from the following former 
employees now in the armed services: 
Lt. Gay T. Henderson, Pvt. Floyd H. 
Henson, and Pvt. Joe Nosky. Lt. Hen- 
derson is now stationed in Red Bank, 
New Jersey. Floyd is taking basic 
training preliminary to entering the 
aviation school and Joe is very soon 
to complete his radio school. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 


This is one month for a change when 
there seems to be quite a bit to write 
about. And of course this would be 
the time that Cleveland would pick to 
become a father. Yes sir, it’s the 
truth. It’s a seven pound plus boy! 
They say he is a chip off the old block 
too. Just lays around and sleeps all 
the time. The Company would have 
been ahead to have paid Cleveland to 
stay away for a week or so after the 
arrival. He walked around in a fog for 
several days beholding the world with 
unseeing eyes and mumbling to him- 
self. He issued removes for installs, 
put in extra cords for extra listings, 
disconnected ‘‘A’”’ accounts and things 
like that. In fact the only constructive 
ching he did that we observed was to 
‘ake out his handkerchief and practice 
folding it into three cornered contrap- 
tions of some kind. All in all, it was 
a big event and we all offer sincere 
2ongratulations. and hope the baby 
doesn’t grow up to look like his father. 
. Have you noticed those hair rib- 
bons Janice Lamb has been wearing 
lately? ‘Right smart’? seems to be the 
concensus of them. In fact most folks 
say they make her look much younger. 


6. Georgia Finnigan, one of our most popular and competent Lincoln operators. 
operator, Lincoln. 8. The famous Jim Dudgeon, Hastings commercial, looks like this on those very rare occasions when he wipes that 
well-known smile off his pan! 9. Another Lincoln operator, Helen Cass. She came to us from Aurora. 


| 
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7. Virginia McCarty, 


Naturally, we agree. With them on she 
doesn’t look a day over forty-five. Of 
course, with them off it’s different.... 
The price of war bonds took a decided 
slump last month. Dick Lahr went to 
the Army. He enlisted several months 
ago but it took Uncle Sam quite a 
while to make up his mind whether to 
go through with it. We don’t know the 
facts of course but we can’t see why 
the Army hesitated so long. After all, 
with McDowell and Crabill already in 
what did they have to lose. . We 
have had a number of casualties lately 
but none of them have been fatal so 
far. Of course it’s too early yet to 
give up hope. Betty Roeder and Evelyn 
Pruss are recovering from tonsillecto- 
mies and both are doing nicely. We 
offered to perform the operations at 
bargain prices but they didn’t like our 
technique. Even though it cost more 
they said they preferred not having the 
knife run in horizontally. Viola Graham 
came down with, believe it or not, the 
measles the other day and had to lay 
off for a week or so. The small pox is 
nice too, Viola. Why don’t you try that 
the next time and maybe you could 
give it to the PBX operator? Aldeen 
Wood, had something go wrong with 
her right hand and went around all 
bandaged up for several days. She 
claims she had an operation but we 
heard she was eating a hot dog sand- 
wich and got her finger inside the bun 
by mistake. Wonder how that would be 
with mustard? And then of course 
Cleveland had a baby. But we told you 
about that before. In case you 
didn’t count the snows last winter 
we had an even twenty-one. At least 
that’s the figure reported by our local 
meteorologist, Ruth Clark. Ruth has 
a special method which as far as we 
know has yet to be adopted by the 
U. S. Weather Bureau. But then they 
are a backward lot anyway. According 
to Ruth if the first snow comes on, 
for instance, the twenty-first we get 
21 snows. If it comes on the thirtieth, 
we get 30 snows, etc. We are waiting 
for next year and if the first snow 
zomes on November first she’s got a 
bet and we will give odds. ... We have 
three new members in the office force 
who as far as we know, have not as 
yet received an official welcome in the 
‘News” so here it is. They are Mrs. 
Ann Maney, Mrs. Genevieve McMeen, 
and Ruth Franklin. The latter, inci- 
jJentally is the daughter of M. W. 
Franklin of the accounting department 
dut we don’t hold it against her. Mrs. 
Maney and Mrs. McMeen are holding 
down two front line desks after hav- 
ing been trained in order routines by 
“Baron” Michael F. Egan, of Tipperary 
County, Ireland. Mrs. Maney is new 
here and we hate to insult her by men- 
tioning her in the same sentence with 
Helm but it seems that they both are 
from Missouri. She, however, comes 
from the part of the state where the 
people wear shoes. Ruth was placed in 
the care of Shirley Linebaugh who 
told her she would teach her all she 
knew about the office. She started 
teaching at 9:00 A, M. one day and was 
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through at 9:05! As this is written, 
Shirley is out of town visiting the boy 
friend who is in the Army. We hope 
she has a most enjoyable visit, but we 
don’t mind saying it was quite a shock 
to learn she went away as she did. 
She left on a leave of absence which 
always means, of course, that it might 
just be temporary. ...No doubt you 
saw or heard of the freak show that 
was in town recently. They had quite 
a number of interesting characters 
among which were the Pig Man, The 
Mexican Fat Woman, The Sheep Head- 
ed Lad and the Moose Eared Boy. We 
couldn’t help wishing that Bill Quinn 
could have been back for it. We could 
have put him in the show and made a 
lot of money. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

Visitors in the switchroom last month 
were Bob Wohlberg and Mark Dulin, 
who have just completed their basic 
training at the Great Lakes. ... Max 
Jenkins, son of .Mr. and Mrs. H. E. 
Jenkins, was home last month on fur- 
lough from Huntsville, Texas. ... H. 
E. White was in Seward a week last 
month adjusting central office equip- 
ment. ...E. A. Rosker spent the two 
weeks of his vacation, February 15 to 
28 in Denver. ...W. P. Shuck took a 
week of his vacation last month to help 
with the spring house cleaning. ... Ed 
Dulin spent a very enjoyable week of 
his vacation visiting with his son, Mark, 
who was home on furlough. E. P. 
Darnold was at Harvard for several 
days installing equipment at the Air 
Base. ... We are very glad to see R. 
L. Dalton back on the job again after 
being absent for several months due to 
an accident....A new employee added 
to our forces on the service board last 
month is Magdalen Heser. Milo 
Caslasky is back on the job working 
part-time after being off several days 
due to illness. ...H. B. Cline, Douglas 
Terry, Bob Peterson, and Boyd Arm- 
strong, resigned from their positions in 
the switchroom last month. We wish 
these boys the best of luck in their new 
line of work. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Helen McMeen, Associate Editor 


Most surprising thing about spring 
1943 is the reduced dignity of operators 
who contract childhood diseases. Mil- 
dred With is hiding the sheepish look 
that accompanies measles behind dark 
glasses but insists she’s only protecting 
her eyes. Your correspondent is threat- 
ened with dire things if she doesn’t 
mention her own siege with the mea- 
sles. Ruth Schulte is confined with 
scarlet fever and Esther Michel took 
a turn with mumps.... Berniece Smith 
has acquired an odd gait as she favors 
one hip. Trying too hard at bowling, 
Smithy? You throw the ball—not kick 
it.... Neva Kapke’s new diamond ring 
makes the whole operating room glit- 
ter, doesn’t it, Neva? ... Dorothy Hane- 
line, Ethel Heffley and Lorene Sieck 
have also resigned. ... Mamie Holka 
visited her fiance in Chicago for a short 
week-end... . Mildred With and Caro- 
line Ronhovde are instructing toll class. 
The new girls are Ruth and Lola Heth- 
erington, Barbara Thompson, Geralyn 
Payne, Dorothy Nash, Mardille Sutton 
transferred from Ashland; Mary Fran- 
ces Redding, and Margaret Farver 
transferred from Nelson. Esther 
Elmshaeuser took a week’s vacation to 
visit her father who is ill in Beatrice. 
Minnie Paul visited Detroit on her va- 
cation. She won't be tricked into di- 
vulging her married name so maybe 


she’s right in insisting on being called © 


Miss Paul. Virginia McCarty is 
on her vacation but we will save de- 
tails for next issue. Something exciting 
may develop that she hadn’t planned, 
hmmmm, Ginny? ... And now a grate- 
ful word to my “public.” (Both of you 
—linotype operator and proof reader.) 
Writing this column was a temporary 
assignment that I’ve enjoyed. I’m giv- 
ing it up to be married but I’m leaving 
my friends with reluctance, To all of 
you, my best wishes and thanks for 
reading clear to the end! 


Southern District 


Harlan Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


A dance was given at the country 
club in March honoring the former 
Geneva Harvey, a former operator at 
Auburn. . Cpl. Forrest Henderson, 
U. S. Army, was home on a furlough 
trom Florida during February. Now 
we know why Catherine McLain was 
walking around with her head in the 
clouds and a dreamy sort of look in her 
eyes, Myron A. Birdsley was trans- 
ferred to Auburn from Beatrice. He 
replaces Edward A. Massie, who has 
been transferred to Wymore. 


Beatrice Plant 


A. E. Stansbury was a recent caller 
at the Beatrice office. . .. Archie, a 
former Beatrice plant employee, but 
now a member of Uncle Sam’s Navy, 
has been stationed at the Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station. ... R. I. 
Schouborg and family spent the week- 
end of February 28 visiting with rela- 
tives at Edgar. ... Welton Grant, Bob 
Schouborg and Frank Nevitt went to 
one of those wolf hunts you hear and 
read about. The kind where you walk 
countless miles, falling in ditches, and 
climbing over fences too often for com- 
fort. The hunt itself was a success— 
the total bag being three coyotes—but 
our heroes are not bragging as they 
didn’t even get as much as a shot at 
one of them. 


Beatrice Traffic 


Another month, another news’ item, 
It seems as though things have been 
pretty quiet around our office. ... We 
are happy to welcome Mrs. Crone back 
to our force after her long illness... . 
Mrs. Evelyn Allen left us the middle 
of March to join her soldier husband 
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Good luck and happiness | 


~<a : 
n Cantornia. 
> 


to vou, Evelyn. ... Flu still holds too} 
much of a spotlight for the girls, but| 
vou know how Nebraska weather is, 
nice today and gone tomorrow....A 
number of the girls have been spend- 


ing their week-ends in Omaha and Lin- 

Wonder what the attractions are? 
Cook 

ida Townsend spent the week-end of | 

6 with her daughter and family | 


coin, 


March 
at Peru. 
DeWitt 
Lucile Buss spent a few days in 


Adams with her brother who was home 

from California on furlough. 
Fairbury 

really 


The traffic department has 
sone for bowling in a big way, having 
had several bowling parties in the 


past month. Mrs. Helen Holmes 
Hummel spent her vacation in Chicago 


-_—* 


visiting her husband, who is in the 
Navy. stationed at the Great Lakes 
Navy base. ... Helen DeBord has just 


returned to work after having spent a 
nice quiet vacation at home... . T. = 
Longedon and J. C. Gear were among 
the many present at the Pioneers meet- 
ing last February 20. 
Friend 
Alice Peters, chief operator, 
the week-end of March 5 at 
Fairmont visiting with her brother, 
Staff Sgt. Frank Crooker, who was 
home on furlough from Rapid City, Ss. 
D _. Nona Brusnahan was a Lincoln 
visitor March 10 visiting her brother- 
n=} the St. Elizabeth hospital. 
_ Frieda Eurich’s brother, Pvt. Ly- 
man Eurich of Ft. Knox, Kentucky and 
Frank Crooker were office visitors 


> 


- a , | 
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Mrs. 


spent 


. utr Tf 
in-la ‘8 at 


Steinauer 
Mr. and Mrs. Divis spent several days 
visiting their old homes at Colon and 


Sterling 
Helen Wehmer was a Lincoln visitor 
the first part of the month. .. . Esther 
Fritz enjoyed a week-end at her home 
n Adams and with Lillian Harper in 
Lincoln, 
Tecumseh 
Jack Fowler and family entertained 
company from Weeping Water and 
Plattsmouth February 28 and March 7 
They also drove to Weeping Water 
February 13 for a three-day visit with 
relatives, . . . Hazel Nichols visited her 
daughter in Lincoln 
February 6. 
entertained that certain sergeant from 
Alabama. ... Mary LempkKa and Doro- 


thy Osterthun were on the sick list | 
with the flu for several days. 
Western 


Une thing about the telephone busi- 
there’s always something new. 
We've seen operators with their over- 
on and wearing overcoats, but 
to admit that it was at 
first saw the subscribers 
kid gloves. Sadie says 
of the 


ness, 


we'll have 

Western we 

nandled with 
was because 


hee conversations were a little rough! 
Wilber 

Veralee Mashek is a new student op- 
erator... . Elizabeth Anthony spent a 
few davs at home with the measles. Pa: 
The natives of these parts are just 
about to call Lloyd Miller ‘Slepicka 
which means little chicken, because for 
a number of years he’s been attempt- 
ine to raise chickens without too much 
success. About the time Lloyd gets a 
promising flock along comes a flood 
and the poor chickens whose ancestors 
were used to drouth and dust just 
perish from fright. But it seems Lloyd 
has unusual faith in his 1943 flock of 
young hopefuls, or else he’s just trying 
to pring them up the hard way. Re- 
eently he left for Plattsmouth on a 
week-end trip and charged Lumir Vosi- 
ka with feeding the chicks, which live 
in State in the Miller basement. Lumir, 
who, when he has on his winter cloth- 
ine. could hold down the end of a 
“teeter-totter’ opposite “Mae West 
Mills, was a little nonplussed when the 
kev and a few well chosen remarks 
failed to open the Miller’s back door. 


However, Lumir with the old do or 
die spirit for a pal, resorted to the 
basement window and swears there 


isn’t a splinter left on the sill. 
Wymore 


Imogene Robertson, assistant chief 
overator underwent an appendectomy 
on February 23, and is now recuperat- 
ing at home. We hope to nave you 
back to work again soon, Imogene. . 7 
Frances Buresh, took the “fatal step 
on March 6 when she became the wife 
of Dean Essam, of Beatrice. They are 
living in Beatrice, and Frances has a 
full time job now keeping house. We 
wish you much happiness, Frances... 
Al Ager moved to Syracuse March 8 
where he has been transferred as 
manager. We welcome Edward 
Massie to our force. He has been trans- 
ferred to the plant department from 
Auburn. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Alexandria 


August Wind, a brother of Mrs. Anna 
Deets, chief operator-cashier at Alex- | 


andria, 
jough. 
Geneva 
Wedding bells rang out in Wichita, 
Kansas, for a former _. operator, 


Maredline Baloun, March 1. She is now 
Mrs. Ansel T. Maw and will make her 
home in Wichita. She spent the week 
of March 14 to 21 visiting her parents 
in Geneva. March 18 the girls at the 
office attended a miscellaneous shower 
in her honor. We wish you the best 
of luck, Mareldine. ... Visitors at the 
office the past week included Ralph 
Wait, Clyde Boyles, and Charles Peach- 


man. ... Marie Bassett has resigned | 


her pdsition as “assistant commercial 


clerk and has taken employment else- | 


where. Frances Hutchens, chief 
operator, has been ijl the past two 
weeks. We hope she will soon be back 
with us.... Evelyn Linde is a new toll 
student. . The Geneva traffic de- 


| 
| 


the week-end of | 
Josephine Conradt | 


recent snow 
but Lloyd Miller says some of 


is home on a twelve-day fur- | 


partment has added two new names to 
their list. They are Eloise Anderson 
anu. Jean Sole. Muriel Pearson, 
operator, is in Chicago visiting rela- 
tives. . In the commercial depart- 
ment, Marian Hillgren has taken over 
the duties of assistant commercial 
clerk. .. 
bertson of York are working tempo- 
rarily at Geneva installing telephones 
at the air base. 


Hastings Commercial Department 

Our commercial department corres- 
pondent, Bette Duncan, was ill a few 
days the latter part of March but we 
hope to have her with us next month 
to pick up any stray bits of news we 
may have overlooked this time. . 


to join her husband at East Green- 
Wich, Rhode Island. .. . Marie Brewer 
has been transferred from Nelson to 
Hastings to take the place of Mrs. Mary 
Jane Schuldt, who plans to leave soon 
to join her husband in Texas. ... Mr. 


Bush, traveling auditor, spent a few 
days with us during the middle of | 
March. . . . Iris Barbee, former oper- 


getting in some commercial training. 
She will work in the Sutton commer- 
Cial office while Miss Larson is on her 
vacation. 


Hastings Plant Department 


Your correspondent apologizes to 
Max Walker and to the public in gen- 
eral for failing to mention in last 
month’s news that Max is now presi- 
dent of the local chapter of Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. Max has put 
in some good licks for the organization 
and we know that without any help 
from anyone he will leave an enviable 
record for future presidents to shoot 
at. . . . During the middle of March, 
old man pneumonia caught up with Bill 
Cummings. After a few hours under 
the influence of sulfa compounds, Bill 
was raring to go again. At this writ- 
ing, Bill has not as yet returned to 
work but we hear that he is coming 


along fine now. Someone must 
have taken George Brock at his wife's 
word and accepted her invitation to 


stop for a cup of coffee on their way 
to and from Lincoln. The last time 
George was in the office he failed to 
renew the invitation. Now we learn 
that he was in town and failed to show 
up at the office at all. Well, all we 
can say to George is that he had better 
stock up while he has a chance because 
if they ration many more things we 
are all going to come down and stop 
for more than a cup of coffee. ... Dur- 


|ing the early part of the month, Mr. 


Young was off for a few days with a 
bad back due to pleurisy. At this time. 
Mr. Young is with us again but is still 


| suffering from a few kinks in his back. 


. . Francis Darnold was with us for 
a few days during the month helping 
“Doe” Wilson with some of the Air 
Base equipment. Doc has spent so 
much time at the various bases that 
we expect him to show up any day now 
wearing a uniform. Incidentally, if 
anyone knows where there is a stock 
of “King Edwards,”’ Doc would like to 
know about it as there are none avail- 
able here in Hastings. ... Mr. Donley 
was in the office for a day or so. One 
thing about him—after he has gone, 
you can’t say that he paid you a visit. 
In the first place he doesn’t stay long 
enough to call it a visit and in the 
second place he is too busy to get 
caught up on much visiting. .. . Any 
of you fellows having trouble getting 
butter? If so, let Perry Caldwell know 
and he will take care of you. The day 
after butter was frozen, Perry went 
out and picked up some cream and 
churned out two and a half pounds of 
butter. Not bad for a city lad, Perry! 
. . . We all offer our congratulations 
to Mrs. Cleveland. What we want to 
know is, what Lloyd is going to do 
about his membership in the York BC 
club! 


Hastings Traffic Department 


Mr. Brewster visited the Hastings 
office on March 16. ... We are sorry 
to lose the Misses Pickerall, Mills, Kral, 
and Yost from our traffic department. 
. .. Miss Johnson is spending her vaca- 
tion at her home in Bradshaw. : 
New toll students are Misses Whipple 
and Ingraham. Other new traffic stu- 
dents are Mrs. Wise, Mrs. Jacobs, and 
the Misses Hineline, Cordell, Barrett, 
and Froscheuser. 


Hebron 


Irma Hoffmeyer, cashier, is on the 
Sick list. We all hope she will be back 
soon. H. G. Taedter has been helping 
install telephones at the Bruning Air 
Base. Betty Nacke, commercial 
clerk, was transferred to the traffic 
department. Adleen Ahrens will be the 
new commercial clerk replacing Betty. 
. . . Carlean Bartling, operator, has re- 
signed to work in a store. 


Osceola 


Alethea Lewis, operator, returned to 
work, March 18, after having been 
confined to her home for the past 
month with a severe head cold and 
Sinus trouble, 


Polk 


Clara Anderson, operator, shopped at 
| Grand Island March 8. Arlene 
| Wright, operator, visited her parents 
in their new home at Osceola, March 8. 
|. . . Leona McGrew, chief operator- 
| Cashier, was a York visitor March 6. 
.... Linnea Ekdahl, operator, was shop- 
ping in Grand Island, March 17... . 
Linnea Ekdahl was transferred to 
Geneva and will begin her duties there 
| Mareh 22. 

| Superior 

| Frances Knothe attended the gradua- 
| in exercises in Omaha for her sister, 
lw Oo completed her nurses training. 
_... Betty Jeppesen and Lois McDowell 
| are toll students. .. . “Shrimp” Whit- 
| ney has been on the sick list for a 
| week but is back working again. 

York 


| This month we say goodbye to both 
Gladys Lisk and Gladys Fellows. not 
forgetting Ruth Ann Perdue. ... 
Gladys Lisk, our assistant chief oper- 


. R. J. Weis and Dave Cul- | 


Mrs. Josephine Stiner has left us again | 


Cee 
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Telephone Company. Miss 


March 7. Maxine Barrett succeeds 
Gladys as assistant chief operator. 
Good luck, Gladys, and congratulations, 
Maxine. . . . Gladys Fellows was mar- 


ried to Corporal Earl Hennessey and is 
now basking in the warm sunshine of 
Arizona. Congratulations and _ best 
wishes. A farewell lunch of coffee and 


doughnuts was held Friday afternoon 


for our two Gladyses. ... Ruth Ann 
Perdue had accepted a clerical position 
with the area engineers office at Fair- 
mont. Supervisors life will be rather 
dull without you but we do wish you 
luck, Ruth... ,. Velma Garlock is back 
again. Glad to have you with us, Velma. 
. . . Lela Watson spent her day off in 
Omaha visiting and shopping... . Beth 
Mohler spent her day off on business 
in Lincoln. Luree McCarty and 
Marie Adkisson took advantage of their 
week-end off and visited Marie’s par- 
ents in Lincoln. Marie Haber- 
man’s brother, “Johnny,” is home to 
the U.S.A.. for officers’ training. : 
Dave Culbertson has joined Reno Weis 


: at Geneva while Alex Pauley, George 
ator at Sutton, spent a week with us -Mehuron, Bill Mouden and Tom De- 


Wolf “keep the home fires burning.” 
. . . Bill Mouden has been ill recently. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 

Mr. and Mrs. Adams, manager 
and chief operator at Milligan, are 
being transferred to Gresham. J. 
M. Dudgeon, wire chief at Mc- 
Cool, will become the new Milli- 
gan manager. ... Lovell Saunders 
has been employed in the Lincoln 
service department as rackman. 
Frieda and Elsie Anderson 
have been employed in the Ash- 
land traffic department. ... The 
telephone force at Pleasant Dale 
have been in quarantine with the 
small pox. An epidemic of scar- 
let fever has broken out in Ash- 
land while Orrin Sturtevant, York 
testman, has been absent from 
work the past three weeks nurs- 
ing the measles. 
recently gave the demonstration 
in connection with the first lesson 
of the plant correspondence 
course at Tecumseh. ... Names in 
this month’s news: Mrs. Rex 
Alley, Ernest Wellman, Ed Her- 
rick, F. E. Bagley, Raymond Con- 
ner, Lt. R. H. Ojers, C. Boyles, J. 
C. Miller, Milo Caslavsky, L. O. 
McClintock. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


The telephone exchanges at 
Union and Davenport have been 
added to the L. T. & T. Co. family, 
bringing the total owned to 129. 
.. . The telephone company bas- 
ketball team won the champion- 
ship of the Industrial League 
without the loss of a game. High 
scores of this year’s team were 
Gordon Eno, 126 points and Jack 
Mankamyer, 123 points. ... Frank 
Nevitt has been transferred to 
Nebraska City as switchboardman 
replacing Ed Dulin who has been 
made combinationman serving 


of the “circle tops,” 
terminal poles which were once 
a common sight as the center of 
a maze of wires in the Lincoln 
business district, has been re- 
moved from the block between 
eighth and ninth, N and O streets. 
.. . Names in this month’s news: 
Rod Andrews, Wm. P. Conn, E. L. 
Martin, George Schwindt, Kent 
Eno, Katherine Hohnstein, W. O. 
Bundy, Georgia Finnigan, Carl 
Keester, W. T. Backus. 


Ten Years Ago 


George B. Arnold has been 
elected to the board of directors 
of the Nebraska City Rotary club. 
... The recent death of Sarah A. 
Horn brought sorrow to her many 
friends. Her death occurred at 
the Lincoln General hospital, fol- 
lowing a brief illness. She en- 
tered the employ of the Company 
at Wymore in January, 1914 and 
since March, 1931, has served as 
chief operator at Lincoln. .. . 
Leading the list of the month’s 
service anniversaries was H. W. 
Wheeler with thirty-six years to 
his credit. Names in this 
month’s news: John Brockmeyer, 
Merle Hale, Milton Metcalf, Vern 
Campbell, Al Osborne, Myrtle 
Smith, T. E. Longdon, Lloyd 
Whitney, R. L. Clinton, Adella 
Kyckelhahn. 


Five Years Ago 


A two day sleet storm, leaving 
in its wake 5000 broken poles and 
40,000 wire breaks swept across 
the territory on April 6 and 7. 
The Company’s outside plant re- 
ceived the most severe damage 
since 1931, but the mild weather 
which followed the storm per- 
mitted the speedy restoration of 
service. ... York area’s record of 
continuous days without accidents 
stopped at 1,169 when D. R. Cul- 
bertson fell with a pole which 
broke from pressure of the wind 


ator, leaves us to be with her parents| and ice during the sleet storm. 


in Bel Air, Maryland. She will be em-| Luckily Dave suffered no other | 
damage than a cut lip. 


| ployed by the Chesapeake and Potomac 


Metcalf | 
honored Gladys with a tea Sunday, 


...R. H. Elliott | 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 
‘length next month), operated | 


_ “Blessed Events” 
land are the happy par- 
‘ents of a son, Troy Edward, 
born on Wednesday, March 
17, at the Lincoln General hos- 
pital. Lloyd, who is employed 
in the Lincoln business office, 
feels quite proud ps father, for 
the first time. 
e® @ 

G. A. “Swede” Foster con- 
struction department, is the 
proud dad of a big bouncing 
boy born on March 8. All par- 
ties concerned are doing 
nicely. 

eo ® 

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Lyne are 
the proud parents of a son, 
John Paul Lyne, born April 

|2, at Bryan Memorial hospital. 
The father is employed in the 


engineering department, Lin- 


coln. 


“Journey's End” 


GEORGE W. GALLEY passed 
away at his home in Colum- 
bus, Nebraska on February 
20. He was the father of 
Roy E. Galley of the ac- 
counting department in Lin- 
coln. Funeral services were 
held in Columbus on Sun- 
day, February 28. 


F. J. PUGSLEY, brother of J. 
Pugsley, Lincoln service de- 
partment, passed away 
February 27 at the Veterans 
hospital in Washington, D. 


C. Funeral services were 


held at the Christian church 
in Woodbine, Iowa. Ameri- 
can Legion services were 
held at the grave. 


MRS. J. E. CALEY, Sterling, 
mother of Gerald L. Caley, 
Fairbury plant, passed 
away March 23. Mr. J. E. 
Caley is a former employee 
now retired. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at Sterling, 


on March 26 at the Metho- 


dist church. 


Credit Co-op Was 
Less Active in 1942 


OVERNMENT restrictions 

on certain types of loans, 
together with the apparent 
growth of a mistaken notion 
that loans of every type have 
been prohibited by govern- 
Dunbar and Talmage. ... The last} Ment order, (a matter which 
the block; will be gone into at greater 


| loyd Cleve- 
| R. and Mrs. Lloy 
M 
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to curtail greatly the lending 
activities of the Employees 
Co-Operative Credit associa- 
tion during 1942. Savings, 
however, continued to pour in 
—with the result that shares 
and deposits increased by $15,- 
819 to hit a new high of $104,- 
113. Loans and investments 
decreased by $29,412, while 
cash in banks increased by 
$45,203 to a total of $63,886. 
The number of loans made 
during the year was 464—in 
the amount of $91,850. The 
total of loans charged off to 
reserve since the organization 
began to operate is only 
$101.63, and it is expected that 
a portion of this will finally 
be recovered. 


Interest and dividends paid 
to depositors and shareholders 
during the year, at 3%, 
amounted to $3,368. The de- 
crease in the rate of interest 
paid was due, of course, to the 
decided drop in the total funds 
oaned. Total assets of the 
association are now $124,351, 
an increase of $17,484. 


The annual board meeting 
elected George Dobson, York, 
as a member to replace B. I. 
Noble, now in the armed 
forces. All officers and com- 
mittee members were re- 
elected. 


District and Area 


April, 1943 


“Happiness Ahead” 


FRANCES Buresh, Wymore 


traffic, and Dean Essam, 
Beatrice, were united in mar- 
riage, March 6. The ceremony 
took place at St. Mary’s Cath- 
olic church, Beatrice. 
e® @ 


Announcement was made 


‘of the marriage of Leona Mc- 


Connell, chief operator-cash- 
ler at Polk, to Pfe. Clyde H. 
McGrew of Grandview, Iowa. 
The marriage ceremony took 
place at Wayland, Missouri, 
March 7, 1942. 

e @ 

Christine Witt, general com- 
mercial, and S/Sgt. Wm. Hub- 
bell, were married on April 
3, at Axtell, Kansas. The cere- 
mony took place at the bride’s 
home at 4:00.p.m. Rev. V. D. 
Stephens officiating. 

e® @ 


Maxine Bettenhausen, Lin- 
coln traffic and Lt. Glenn 
Trump, were married Wed- 
nesday evening, March 31, at 
the Trinity Lutheran church. 
Rev. Fred Worthmann offi- 
ciated. The young couple are 
at home at Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, where Lt. Trump is sta- 
tioned at Camp Robinson, The 
bride is a daughter of F. J. 
Bettenhausen, treasurer’s of- 
fice, Lincoln. 


Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
for March, 1943 January 1, 1943 
Central District 00.0000 130 386 
Eastern District— 

Davidse ity: <5: Tere en, 11 32 

Nebraska City. a 12 29 

PlaiSmoutn. 2... ee 36 90 

SOWORG 7.50500 ee eee eee 32 71 

WanOOs 4-5. 0 ieee 56 29 

f Won: Leal nice nee a oct 147 251 
Southern District— 

Auburn =. 2227 a 15 20 

Beatrice = 220.2... 27 85 

BAR DUT areas eo atscet css a, 5 26 

Wecumse hrc. o22 5. 5.ns 19 33 

Wilber oo a i Soe 29 43 

OCH rit re ee ae. 95 207 
Western District— 

(SOHO Y aot eet ee ee 138 148 

Plas eS) oe oe ee ieee 36 110 

RIGDrOn c2 fe ee 29 35 

SPOMISDULE Oreo es ttc: 13 13 

DUDETION eo ee AN 18 35 

LIC LOM pee ee ee ne 34 — 21 

OR oie fet sen ee ae 32 39 

d W's 0 Oe a <o  ce Wi ed tle 300 401 

tye 21 IRs Steen nye eerie Ee Wineet ne cee 672 1,245 

Total Company stations as of March 31, 1943......_. 67,709 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION'S. 


eee eee 
————$—$—$—$—$—$ $$ 
nn SSS. 


1. Joseph C. Nosky, 
and is now stationed 


at Great Lakes, IIl. 


4. Corp. Cornelius Groendyke, Lincoln ser 
medical corps at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
He is stationed at Torrance, Calif. 


Russell Rauch, warehouse foreman, Lincoln, and is at present s 


somewhere on the high seas.” 3. 
Wohlberg, Lincoln business office. Bob is 
vice department. He is in the infantry 
d. Tech. Sgt. Francis M. Keller, 


———$ $$ 


SERVICE 


Lincoln service department, who enlisted in the Marine Corps in September, 1942, 


at San Diego, Calif. 2. Charles E. Connors, construction department, and a brother 
of Ralph Connors, Nebraska City wire chief. Charles is now “ 


E. Wohlberg, supply department, Lincoln, and scn of Oscar 


3. Robert 


construction department. 


6. Leland L. Rauch, construction department. Leland is a brother of 


tationed at San Marcos, Texas. 
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GOOD CROWDS 
AT CONVENTION 


High Quality Program 


Lincoln, Nebraska, May, 1943 
SNAPPED AT THE CONVENTION 


red oh Neon a 


Ali Future Installations On 
“Interim” Basis: More Wire 
Allowed For Extending 
Rural Limes. 


Volume XXV 
Spurlock Is Proud 


H. SPURLOCK, of the 
Lincoln service depart- | 
ment, has every reason to be 
proud of the 
-war records. 
‘of his four 


Held Interest; War 
Time Problems Of Industry 
| Were Discussed. 


(‘ONSIDERING the fact that 


f ‘has War Production Board’s fighting sons _ | | IG 

new U-2 order, which re- —and you | ‘travel restrictions and the 
placed Order L-50 on March|"2ve our elimination of the usual opera- 
25. makes several notable ad-| word for it tors’ conference cut down at- 
ditions to the restrictions de-| that he really tendance to some extent, the 
signed to conserve critical ma-|}5 proud. registration of 120 for the an- 
terials. At the same time,| Within re- nual convention of the Ne- 


'braska Telephone Association, 
in Lincoln, April 13 and 14, 
was considered highly satis- 
factory. 


however, it does loosen some- | cent weeks, 
what the restrictions previous- | Mr. Spurlock W. H. Spurlock 
ly covering the extension of | received word 

rural service. Its basic plan| that two of the boys—Lyman 
provides for the maximum and|and Gerald — had been _pro- 
efficient use of existing tele-|moted from captain to major. 
nhone plant for essential war| Lyman, his second son, has| 
and civilian needs. ‘received most of the press no- 


The elimination of the op- 
erators’ conference had the 
effect of making the conven- 
tion almost a “stage” affair. 


For example, the new order 


restricts to an “interim,” or) 


conditional, basis all main sta- 
tions installed or reconnected 
after April 15. An “interim” 
basis means that if those par- 
ticular facilities are needed 
later for vital war or other 
essential purposes, the cus- 
tomer may be required to 
share his line with other sub- 
seribers, or even relinquish his 
service in the event that other 
arrangements cannot be made. 


When it becomes necessary 
to discontinue service to gain 
facilities, residence service is 
to be discontinued before busi- 
ness service, according to 


WPB’s instructions. The prac- | 


tice of making “interim” in- 
stallations is not entirely new, 
since lack of facilities at cer- 
tain points in our territory has 
already caused some contracts 
to be written on this condi- 
tional basis. The principal 


difference now is that every | him assistant executive officer | +5 


| tices up to this moment, but 
‘this was because he has had 


but during the Guadalcanal | 
fighting he battled with such 
courage and distinction — as 


‘captain of a Marine company | 


_—that he was repeatedly men- | 
‘tioned in news dispatches. 
‘Even more solid fame comes| 
from the fact that his exploits 
‘receive considerable mention 
‘in the famous “Guadalcanal 
'Diary.” He sailed from the 
'States in March, 1942, and no- 
‘tice of his promotion to the 
‘rank of major was received | 
‘in April, 1943. 

Gerald, the oldest Spurlock 
boy, was a captain in the 
Army Air Corps until his re- 
cent promotion. He is 29. As 
captain, he was the executive 
officer in charge of the Vic- 
torville Air Base in California. 


_His promotion to major makes 


' 


the first crack at foreign serv- | 
ice. He is 27 years old. Lyman | 
is now stationed in Australia, 


1. Walter W. King, regional director at Kansas City of the wage-and-hour division of the War Labor 
2. A view of a portion of the crowd attending one of the general ses- 


Board, addresses the convention. 


sions. In the foreground we recogni 
3. Brig. Gen- 


Lincoln. 


the convention. 


Guy N. Henninger, 
4. Merle Hale was snapped while acting as “em cee” at the stag party. 
| “Let’s-Sell-The-District-Manager-A-Telephone”’ Meshier, Tyler Ryan, Sterling Nelson, Vern Campbell 
and Jay Pugsley make merry at the stag party. 


Peebles and Herb McCulla as they posed for our staff photographer. 


railway comm 
way commission; Jo 


ssion attorney; John Knickrehm, member, and 
hn R. Porter, president of the U. S. Independent Telephone Association; and Richard 


6. Left to right: 


ze Sterling Nelson, Auburn; Tyler Ryan, Wilber; and Jay Pugsley, 
state director of selective service, in his appearance before 


5. Charley 


George M. Kloidy, Leighton H. 
“7. Left to right: Eddie Vail, state 


Duane T. Swanson, chairman, state rail- 


H. Larson, railway commission member. 


a 


‘Adkins Named 


Sutton Area Manager 


ee promotion of Fred Ad- 
kins, manager at Osceola, 


SE REE ; : os hae Gs 
installation made in our terri ‘of the air command which in- Sea a rae 


tory since April 15—regardless 
of locality—is being made on 
this basis. 

An important provision of 
the new order specifies that 
oresent customers, when mov- 
ing to a new location, are to 
be treated exactly as appli- 
cants who never had a tele- 
phone before. The installa- 
tion at the new address will 
be subject to all the facility 
restrictions prevailing in that 
locality. Thus, old customers 
may be unable to secure serv- 
ice at a new location, and all 
eustomers should be encour- 
aged to check the telephone 


‘cludes southern California and 
all of Arizona. 


graduate from Officer’s Train- 
ing School at Fort Benning, 
Ga., while Norman, 20 years of 
age, graduated last month 
from radio operator’s school at 


Company. 
W. H. Spurlock himself was 
a member of the U. S. navy 


left the navy before the war 
broke out, he was scheduled 
‘for officer’s training in the | 
| army—an activity that was in-| 


possibilities before moving— lterrupted by the Armistice. 


particularly before moving 
into rural, or semi-rural, ter- 
ritory. 

In localities where ample fa- 
cilities for new installations 
are still available, any new ap- 
plicant is eligible for service 
—subject, of course, to the 
“interim” stipulations as to 
subsequent regrading or even 
removal if later developments 
require these steps. 


about it, if you ask us! 


While in the navy he was sta-. 
tioned in the Aleutians and 
‘was in charge of the navy| 
radio station at Kodiak dur- 
ing 1912. Mr. Spurlock tried | 
hard to enlist in some branch | 
of the armed forces when this 
nation entered the present 
war, but his 51 years kept him | 
-out—and he’s not very happy 


Like L-50, the new U-2 or-| Exchanges Shifted 


der prohibits installation of | 


‘In Southern District | 


residence extensions, except 


temporarily in cases of serious | 
In addition, it takes 


illness. 


_ 


NNOUNCEMENT was) 
made May 8 of the transfer | 


the next logical step by for-|of the Table Rock exchange | 


bidding reconnection of exist- | 
ing “left in” residence exten- | Tecumseh area, and of the 
sions for new occupants. This| Burchard exchange from the 


about some “headaches” which | 


will require careful and tact-| 


ful handling by our people. 


from the Auburn area to the 


area. Reason for the shift was 
that maintenance and super- 


Ivan, 24 years old, will soon a 


San Diego, Calif. Norman was| , 
at one time employed by this| ¢ 


Fred Adkins 
prior to World War IL. Having) possible for him to cope with 


the post of area manager at 


announced on 


April 30. The 


effective date|will move to the latter town, 
was May 3.| while L. C. “Smick” Williams will 


Glenn Stuart, 


since 1935, 
gives up the 


tinued ill 
health has 
made it im- 


‘the demands upon his strength 


which the activities at the 


Harvard Air 
erated. 


Base have gen- 


It is expected that, when he 


has made substantial progress 


toward physical recovery, Mr. 
Stuart will assume combina- 
tionman duties in the York 


area. 


Glenn’ 


s service with 


this Company dates from 1922, 


and he has held various posi- 
‘tions, including those of wire 
chief at Hebron and manager 
‘at Fairfield. His many friends 


will look forward hopefully to 


his complete 


recovery. 


Fred Adkins began his tele- 


phone career in 1906, with the) 


old Nebraska 


Telephone Com- 


pany. He was located at Sut- 


ton, 


as combinationman, 


at 


the time of our purchase of 


that exchange in 1917. Later, 


he was located at York and 
ee alt Stromsburg, and he was man- 
new ruling is certain to bring Beatrice area to the Tecumseh | ager at Nelson in 1929, and 


wire chief at Superior in 1934. 
1a In that same year he was 
vision can be provided more transferred to Osceola as man- 


In general, the order eases | easily, and with less travel ex-| ager—a position he has filled 


SEE “U-2 ORDER” | 
Page 2, Col. 3 | 


‘pense, from the nearer area| to 


headquarters at Tecumseh. 


excellent 


advantage 


throughout the intervening years. 


position he-| 
cause con-| 


| 


'Fred’s fine telephone training and 
‘pleasing personality will make 
him a splendid asset to the Com- 
'pany in the wider field at Sutton. 


Coincidental with the above 
changes, announcement was also 
made of the transfer of the area 
‘headquarters in Polk county from 
Stromsburg to Osceola, the county 
seat. Area Manager Charles Olson 


remain in Stromsburg to handle 
/'maintenance in the southern por- 


Sutton are a tion of the area. This move was 
managericaused primarily by the con- 


stantly increasing shortage of 
manpower. To fill the vacancy 
caused by the transfer of Mr. 
Adkins to Sutton, T. R. DeWolf, 
combinationman at York since 
December, 1942, has been trans- 
ferred to Osceola. Mr. DeWolf was 
a foreman in the construction de- 
parement for many years prior to 
going to York. 


S° MANY new regulations 
ing, to say the least. 


ning any changes. 
information. 


win this war and win it as 
possible. 


be unfortunate. 


service. 


Primarily, the first and most impor- 
tant thing in the world today is to 


There will be many prob- 3 
lems for adjustment after the war is | 
won but our job now is to help in every possible way to 
win. Telephone service for all is so vitally essential that 
any failure on our part to keep the lines operating would 


Cone Compiles 
Geiger Field Directory 


|The bulk of the attendance at 
each session was made up of 
owners and managers of tele- 
phone companies, eager to se- 
cure information which would 
help them meet the problems 
of these hectic war days. All 
sessions were held at the 
Hotel Lincoln. 


Speakers included T. L. 
Frank, of the Northwestern 
Bell Company, Omaha; Walter 
W. King, regional director of 
the War Labor Board’s wage- 
hour division, Kansas City, 
Mo.; Brigadier General Guy 
N. Henninger, state selective 
service head, Lincoln; John R. 
Porter, president of the U. S. 
Independent Telephone. Asso- 
ciation; who came to the con- 
vention from Tarboro, North 
Carolina; General Commer- 
cial Superintendent H. F. Mc- 
Culla, Lincoln; Leighton H. 
Peebles, head of the communi- 


ESPITE the fact that Lt.!cations division of the War 


Thad Cone, construction 
Regeln Lincoln, labored 


Production Board, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; Chairman Duane T. 


at other tasks than directory|Swanson, of the Nebraska 


compilation during 
with this Company, 
Field (Spokane, Wash.) Jour- 
nal carried a nice story recent- 
ly about his successful effort 
in compiling a fine directory 
for the Field telephone ex- 
change. The Journal printed 
an enthusiastic letter of com- 
mendation which he received 
from the district manager for 
the Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. Nice go- 
ing, Thaddeus! 


his years|State Railway Commission, 
the Geiger | Lincoln; and D. B. Marti, of 


the Lincoln School of Com- 
merce. 


All the speakers brought 
messages of vital importance 
to the convention, and the As- 
sociation members were a unit 
in declaring that the program 
was the most helpful that has 
been presented in many years. 
In addition to the talks, two 
sound films furnished by the 
Northwestern Bell Company 


_| were shown. These films were 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


and orders from Washington 


appear on our desks and in the daily papers regarding 
wages, hours, essential industries, etc., that it would be 
surprising if most of us did not find the situation confus- 


Might we suggest to all our em- 
ployees that this is an excellent time 
to stop, look and: listen before plan- 
It’s easy to make 
wrong decisions, especially if they are 
based on misunderstandings or lack of 


quickly as 


Surely every telephone employee will recognize his 
responsibility and be proud to serve his country by doing 
his very best to maintain this important telephone 


—J. H. AGEE. 


very timely in their presenta- 
tion of the importance of 
communication in the war ef- 
fort. 


The Lincoln Company was 
host to all Association mem- 
bers, to members of the Rail- 
way Commission and a num- 
ber of other guests, at a stag 
party in the Venetian room of 
the Hotel Lincoln on the eve- 
ning of May 13. A delicious 


buffet supper was_ served. 
Commercial Engineer M. M. Hale, 
as master of ceremonies, did a 
fine job of arranging and intro- 
ducing a varied and extremely in- 
teresting entertainment program. 


The annual election of Associa- 
tion officers resulted in the return 
to office of all the men who have 
served during the past year. These 
include President Otto Fuerst, 
Scottsbluff; Vice President F. C. 
Thrasher, Red Cloud; and Secre- 
tary-Treasurer George M. Kloidy, 
Lincoln. A. B. Clark, of Colum- 
bus, and D. M. Davis, of Aurora, 
were re-elected directors for three 
years, and Neil Schreck, of Ber- 
trand, succeeded C. L. Kelly, of 
North Bend, on the board. The 
1944 convention was awarded to 
Omaha. Conditions at that time 
will determine whether it will be 
held. 


—- “U-2 ORDER” 
From Page Il, Col. 1 


somewhat the previous re- 
strictions on new farm instal- 
lations where facilities have 
not heretofore been available. 
The amount of iron or steel 
wire permitted for extending 
farm line facilities has been 
- — mi : Oe = substantially increased by Or- 
THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY tea — Baan such atc 
“A Nebraska Company Serving Its People” | tlons wie aagiacid ies ae, me le 
connections, must be made for 
ithe benefit of “producers of 
substantial quantities of food” 
-and “must be essential to such 
producers’ operations,” accord- 
‘to the phraseology of the 


} 


Cross -Jal” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) | Because of the many fac- 
‘tors involved today in taking 
orders for new service, few of 
our employees are in a posi- 
tion to know about available 
facilities, or to give advice to 
prospective customers. It 

| 


| 


| his Company, 


Publication Office, Room 200. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
: | J. H. Hartiey, Staff Photographer 
| 
| 
| 


“NEWS” reader who lives in another state, and who is 
~* connected in an executive capacity with a well known 
railroad, writes me that he is constantly fascinated by the 
phrase “Weeping Water Plant” which he sees frequently in 
our pages. He says he is planting a big Victory garden, and 
he laments the fact that he has no water connection near his 
garden tract. He wise-cracks to the effect that a “Weeping 
Water Plant” growing here and there among his corn and ing commitments of any kind 
beans would remove all his worries about lack of moisture! I when approached by friends 
looked at the letter a long time before I would believe it had or neighbors, and that they re- 
not been written by that unabashed and unreconstructed | fer questioners to our various 
punster—George Palmer Dobson, area commercial manager business offices for complete 
at York. It just didn’t seem possible that there could be an- handling. 
other person in the world who could, or would, crack off so | Telephone companies real- 
foul a pun. But it looks like Pll have to resign myself to the | ize that the growing demands 
thought that there are two Dobsons running loose in this | for service have made all the 
country—and [I hardly know whether to cheer or scream! _ present restrictions necessary. 
The industry gives whole- 

One of the high spots of the recent telephone convention | hearted approval to both the 
was the 7 o'clock breakfast on the morning of Wednesday, 


Pade ‘letter and the spirit of the 
April 14. This breakfast, attended by all district and area ' various limitations. Employees 
managers, the general commercial staff and the Lincoln busi- | should, when asked, point out 


ness office supervisors, was presided over by General Com- this fact—plus the further fact 
mercial Superintendent Herb McCulla—who called the gath- that the various restrictions 
ering together to discuss the various aspects of WPB’s new | are not subject to the discre- 
Order U-2. This breakfast, as I say, was a high spot for sev-| tion of the Company or its 
eral reasons—a principal one being that one dollar would representatives. Customers 
have gotten you five, the evening before, on the proposition | should be provided with every 
that no power on earth could get that entire gang up and | onderstan lime and courtesy 
shaved and washed and dressed and into the Hotel Lincoln’ to the end that there may At 
by 7a.m.! But another 7 o’clock breakfast took place on the hemiag any feeling that we are 
preceding morning (April 13) which, to many of us, deserves | 

an equally high place in our history. It was presided over by | 
Area Commercial Manager Asa B. “The-Man-Who-Came-To- ‘punish. As the management. 
Breaktiast”’ Waters, of Lincoln, and in attendance were his has said on several occasions 
three business office supervisors—Mister A. B. Gorman, Mis- previously: “If we cannot, due 
ter George Walroth and Mister Lee “Whoever-Told-You-I- | +, war-time testrietions. sell a 
Am-A-Wolf?” Schlentz. This breakfast group DID NOT dis- leustomer the service he de- 
cuss Order U-2. As a matter of fact, I have yet to HEE) seas the very least we can do| 
that it discussed any subject more weighty than the best Way | for ina is to weep with him.” 
to put the heavy bite on the Waters purse. I have known | This does not imply that any 
the charming and delightful Brother Waters for many ae: | criticism of the restrictions 
and pleasant years—and I have never known him to be able 
to keep his “eating dates” straight. Why, I have known him jseoule! Be taeda by employ ccs 
to accept upwards of four luncheon dates for the same day— 
and then go happily up to the Company cafeteria to eat in 
blissful forgetfulness of four friends who were awaiting him 
in famished and hair-tearing anxiety. Thus, it was only to be 
expected that, when District Commercial Manager K. B. Cary 
told Asa to round up his gang for breakfast on Wednesday 
morning, he should tell them to be on hand at the Hotel | 
Lincoln on Tuesday morning! Asa and his lads arrived on. 
the dot. When they were unable to discover any Company | 
breakfast in progress his boys, in their anguish, made sundry 
low and cutting remarks about our Mister Waters which, since 
they were intended only for his ears, could not have been 
heard more than two miles away on a clear and windless day. 
Cut to the quick, Mister Waters graciously offered to buy | 
breakfasts for all concerned—realizing as he did so that he 
was laying himself wide open and that he would probably 
wish he had never been born. The boys rallied around in 
great shape after that, and proceeded to give the Waters 
pocketbook the old rough-and-dry. They ordered every- 
thing on the menu and then started squawking for things 
that were not on it. The only thing that kept them from 
ordering items like “pate de foi gras” and “crepes Suzettes” | 
was that they couldn’t pronounce them. They gorged on 
foods they’d never tasted before, while poor, unhappy Asa 
sat a bit apart from them and wept silently into his coffee! 
The climax was reached, and passed, however when a young 
lady walked in who turned out to be one of that great com- 
pany known about town as “The Gal Friends Of Lee ‘They-| coln. 
Can't-Resist-Me’ Schlentz!” Although Asa was pretty far | 
down by this time, Lee’s hearty insistence that she join the 
merry throng and eat heavily at the expense of Waters roused 
our hero to mild protest. “Listen, Casanova,” he remon- 
strated, “this, after all, is a breakfast originally intended for 
the somewhat hazy purpose of giving the telephone business 
a mild working-over. What, other than talking to you over one of 
them for hours at a stretch, does your feminine friend know about | 
telephones? And how does it come that she so conveniently turns up 
here at this unearthly hour? Did you send her a hurry-up call to | 
come down here and help pick my bones?” Lee swore it wasn’t 50.) 
“It always happens this way,” he declared sadly. ““No matter where 
I go to eat in this town, there is always a gal coming through the 
door who is reaching for the feed bag before I have even picked out | 
a table!” Asa, with a feeble wave of his hand, gave up after that and | 
went back to filling his coffee cup with tears. I’d hate to tell you | 
how much that little Tuesday morning party set him back. His only 
satisfaction came from his certain knowledge that all the male wolves | 


urged, therefore, that em- 
ployees tactfully avoid mak- 


taking advantage of the pres- | 
‘ent situation to reward or 


should be sympathetic and 
considerate in our reaction to 
.a customer’s disappointment. 
It would be hard to think of a 
'better recipe for building 


splendid public relations for 
the post-war period. 


May Service 
Anniversaries 


Thirty-Nine Years 
W. O. Bundy, Fairbury. 


Thirty-Five Years 
J. C. Gilchrist, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
A. E. Holt, David City. 


Thirty Years 
L. C. Anderson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
T. R. DeWolf, G. W. Hansen, 
Lincoln. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
| J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lin- 


Twenty-Seven Years 


R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, C. 
G. Riedel, Otto Nelsen, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
M. F. Egan, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
Michael Scanlon, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 


Laura Sires, Lincoln; Ida Town- 
send, Cook. 


Twenty-Two Years 


J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. 
F. Peachman, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years | 


I ddack, Li 
who had collaborated so neatly in picking him clean would have to Vat: eeeees corn | 


totter back to the hotel at 7 o’clock the next morning. And his joy Nineteen Years | 
in that fact was somewhat tempered by the knowledge that he | T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Irene 
would have to totter back there himself! —N.O. | Swan, David City. | 


—it merely points out that we|formed the ceremony. 
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Eighteen Years 


W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. 
Metcalf, Lincoln; R. E. Wait, Has- 
tings; Hilda Wallengren, Platts- 
mouth. 


Death Takes 


Three Pensioners 


hers death toll among our re- 

tired employees was un- 
usually heavy during the 
month of April. Two men, 
both long-time _ pensioners, 
and one woman who had only 
just retired from active duty, 
passed away during that 
| period. 


Conrad Benzel, Hastings, re- 
tired since 1926, died on April 
30, at his home. Funeral serv-| 
ices were held at the Volland 
Funeral Home, in Hastings, on 

|May 4. Mr. Benzel began his 
\service with the Nebraska 
Telephone Company, in 1898. 
Lincoln; Elizabeth Moredick, Fair- He was taken me by our 
bury; Louise K. Schmidt, Be- Company at the time of our 
atrice; Minnie A. Metcalf, York.) purchase of the Hastings ex- 
Eight Years | Change in 1913. He was a com- 
F. D. Nave, Fairbury; R. R.| binationman there until 1917, 
Winders, Military Service. when he became storekeeper. 


Seven Years Charles Avey, retired Beat- 


Effie Harbour, Humboldt; Erma! ric . 
Hruska, Lincoln; Dora Plessel,|¢ P loyee, died suddenly 


Milford; Mayme Wayman, Wilber. from a heart attack on April 

Six Years 13, at the age of 76. Mr. Avey, 
_ Philip Garvey, Military Serv-| commercial department em- 
ice. . 


Sixteen Years 


Tilla Phipps, Denton; Elsie 
Powell, Lincoln; H. O. Gillespie, 
Beatrice. 


Fifteen Years 


C. W. Helm, A. L. Johnson, Lin- 
coln; James E. Smith, Auburn. 


Fourteen Years 
Moreane Alldritt, Military Serv- 
ice; E. J. Flowerday, W. T. Nyden, 
Lincoln; R. E. Mills, Wymore. 


Twelve Years 


F. J. Donovan, Lincoln; Alethea 
Schulling, Raymond. 


Ten Years 

Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 

Otto Buck, L. W. Cleveland, 


——— nn 
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Five Years 


Esther Brown, Osceola; Erika 
Headman, Stromsburg. 


District and Area 
“Happiness Ahead” 


ployee throughout his career, 
joined the New Home Tele- 
phone Company, in Beatrice, 
in 1909. He came to us at the 
time of our purchase of the 
Beatrice. exchange, in 1912. 
Throughout his years of duty 
he served as solicitor and col- 
lector in Beatrice. Because of 
failing health, he was given 
a disability pension in 1926. 
Upon his return to better 
health in 1928 he was eligible 
for, and received, a service 
pension. Funeral services were 
held at the Bergmeyer chapel 
in Beatrice. 


Mrs. Ethel Crone, operator 
at Beatrice since 1917, died 
suddenly of a heart attack on 
April 22. She had lived in 
Beatrice all her life, and had 
served the Beatrice traffic de- 
partment throughout her en- 
tire telephone career. She was 
made a supervisor in 1937. 
Mrs. Crone received a service 
pension on April 1, 1943—less 
than a month before her un- 
expected death. She is sur- 


vived by her husband and one © 


daughter. 


Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
ELEN McMEEN coin for April, 1943 January 1, 1943 
in Gare ane Periaed on || Central District 186 572 
April 14, to Staff Sergeant | Eastern District— 
Richard Logan. The wedding PAV IO CACY! ihe ee ise 8 40 
took place at the First Baptist Re ueene rag se retsans suevesiaaecsts 11 40 
Church, Lincoln. They will Seles ng ites ae 3 a8 
make their home in Macon, Wahoomimot.. <a, i ecg 56 
Georgia, where Sergeant Lo- SP OUGL RE esate dae a gee 84 335 
gan Is stationed . Southern District— 
® @ PRU ie 8s ae Sa 28 48 
On April 17 at eight p.m.|[ Fambury “oe 6 
at the Luther Memorial TECUMSED Suche, a een 3 36 
church, Laverta Kastens, NN TLE Sa oad ccik te oe 12 55 
Syracuse assistant chief oper- TOP AL one eeeeeeeeeeeeeeecen cece 110 317 
ator, was united in marriage!| Western District— 
to Radarman third class Leroy GONCV a 6s 49 197 
Andrews, veteran of naval ECS US waa sre resncceied oer 10 120 
warfare in the Pacific. HEDTON onaanesseneeeeeeeeeeeeceecseeeeee 12 47 
7 SULOMSDUES. 2 fee ee 6 19 
©® @ DUDCTION fe iSc0 en oe ee 9 44 
Mary Wheeler, Auburn|| Yok ss $7 
ee and Pfc. Kenneth W. BOTA eo to ta ek eke ne 144 545 
chmidt were united in mar- 
riage at Rockport, Missouri, on Oa sti niece oe ae 
April 20. Rev. Tussey per- Total Company stations as of April 30, 1943... seca. 68,233 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION'S SERVICE 


6. Capt. Giles Gere, Lincoln service department, entered the serv 


- 9. Sgt. Clyde S. Whittington, of the 
1942. He is now at Petaluma, Calif: 
ice in December, 1940, with the Ne- 


, 


braska National Guard. He is now on foreign soil. 
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changing rapidly. 
es ~ —s 4°? 
marret 


elothes, contact Moreane Alidritt, chief 


Eastern District 


2 .8i2. Raslaw fecociate Editor 
Paviits favior, Assoctatéeé £atic 


David City 
The David City personnel has been 
If anyone in the 
for some smooth secondhand 


iS 


operator. Moreane is awaiting her call 
the WAAC's and has been spend- 
ing her spare time worrying about the 


irom 


soon to be “ex-wardrobe.” Also, leaving 


us soon for the WAAC’s is Genevieve 
Griffin, operator. We're very sorry 
to see you girls go, but have a great 
time, and may we suggest for your 
future trip one of Kleppinger’s fancy 
potato peelers or a “never fail” alarm? 


To replace Moreane and Genevieve, we | 


have Mrs. Ella Funkhouser and Mrs. 
Anna Ball. We are very pleased to 
have you with us Ella and Anna and 
we sincerely hope that you like your 
work. . . . Helen Dosek, relief cashier, 
is enjoying a visit in California with 
her brother. We're sure that we 
could have had more news if we would 
have had just a little more cooperation. 
However, at the present time, when 
the “Telephone News” arrives every- 
one is more interested in what Gorman 
had in his column than what we'll have 
in ours. Such is life! 
pay any attention to this, folks. 
man is practically impossible to 
along with as it is!) 
Garland 
: Sergeant Harvey Doyle, son of 
Mrs. Laura Myers, chief operator, ar- 
rived home on April 1 on a furlough of 
one week. He has been stationed at 
Panama Canal zone for three years as 
a gunner and 
Nebraska City 

News seems to be searce this month. 
We're not sure if it is spring fever 
around the corner, or just being tired 
from the excess business caused when 
the “‘Muddy Missouri” overflowed its 
banks. ... Clara Neuhalfen, former op- 
erator and now living in Omaha, was a 
Nebraska City visitor on March 3l.... 
We have had two more losses this past 
month—-Jeanette Crooker resigned and 
is now working in Falls City, and Kath- 
leen Snyder resigned to accept a posi- 
tion in Sidney, Iowa. To offset 
these losses we have two new local stu- 
dents, Marjorie Gees and Erma Brandt. 
We are very happy to have you with 
us, Marjorie and Erma. ... The reason 
for Loretta Wademan’s happy smiles 
around the latter part of March was a 
certain soldier home on furlough from 
Fort Benning, Georgia. Evelyn 
Letellier and Charlotte Seely spent the 
day, April 2, in Omaha, shopping... . 
“Snookie’’ Beason seems to have ac- 
quired one of those sparklers for her 
third finger, left hand, this past month. 
She spent the week-end of April 24 in 
Coffeyville, Kansas, visiting a certain 
soldier. . Phyllis Adams and Evelyn 


Gor- 
get 


Staff 
i 


the Lincoln office. ... Maxine Meyer 
visited friends in Plattsmouth on April 
4... . Mary McKenzie is learning the 
duties of night operator. Velma 


at home in Otoe, Nebraska... . Lillian 


(Ed. note—Don’t | 


mechanic on a bomber. | 
'for Mrs. Manion. . 
‘returned to the accounting department 


— —————— ee ee 


-brate Elaine’s birthday. 


several 


this correspondent will feel very flat- 
tered! We hear that pennies are scarce, 
even bad ones!. Guess that’s why our 
friend Clara Jones decided she couldn't 
continue to say her ‘two cents worth.” 

There seems to be quite a bit of 
news floating around, so if it will just 
stand still long enough we'll try to put 
it on paper. About this time last month, 
Doretta Harnett was recovering from 
an appendectomy. This month she de- 
cided to be recovering from the 
measles! What next month, Doretta? | 
You might try to find out the new com- | 
plications from which Bernice Tarbut- 
ton is recovering. It’s the very latest 
thing in illnesses, but not to be envied, | 
says Bernice! Seems you start off with | 
a very mean cold and go into some- | 
thing resembling a bad case of hives! | 
In other words, one doesn't start from | 
scratch, one finishes with it!... Max-| 
ine White has been trying to set a> 
record for hanging on to a cold, but is 
fast losing the thing. Maybe it’s because | 
she had such a nice visit with her | 
mother and dad, who came to see her | 
from Williamsburg, Virginia, where her | 
father is stationed in the Navy... | 
Evelyn Schaer has returned to work, 
after several weeks of caring for her. 
small daughter who had scarlet fever. | 
... There were several visitors dropped | 
in, all former members of the account- 
ing department. Edna Damme Layton 
brought her baby daughter along. The 
child’s father would envy our seeing | 
her, for he hasn't! He is stationed in| 
England. Other visitors were Winona | 
Way Sherwood and Dorothy Mannon 
Kriz. . . . Bette Priest and Elaine Man- | 
ion spent an evening in Omaha to cele- | 
We hear that | 
a large crowd sang “Happy Birthday” | 
. . Betty Kabat has 


after having lived in Oakland, Cali- | 
fornia for quite a few months. Welcome | 
back, Betty! ... Ann Keegan went to 
Tecumseh while the big flood was going 
on in Omaha. Guess she wanted to be | 
sure that her family’s household was_ 
ready for a quick move, in the event 
that the water might decide to start 
their way again! About June of last 
year, Ann’s theme song was “Muddy | 
Waters!”’ . Arlene Schnell resigned 
on April 30, planning to be married on 
May 7. Best wishes, Arlene! ... The. 
“Welcome’”’ sign is hung out again for 
new employees. For Eunice 
Carlson and Ferne Burns (the latter 
transferring from the mail room) in the 


revenue section, and for Anita Hult and | 


| Virginia Samsel in the disbursement 


| section. 


A . Last, but definitely not 
least—(Hi Boss!) I. J. Devoe attended | 


| 


the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association convention in Chi- 
cago, on April 22 and 23. The conven- 
tion was held at the Edgewater Beach 
Hotel. 


We think that we should men-_| 


' tion that it’s probably a good idea that | 
_Mr. Devoe was able to leave the office | 
Letellier spent April 20 in Lincoln vis- | surroundings for awhile, so much work | 
iting Betty Janssen. They also had an | fe 
interesting tour of inspection through | 


was beginning to have its effect on the 
general auditor! We met up with him Jj, S, Reed in the supply department. 
in the hall one afternoon about four , 
o’clock, and he greeted us gaily with 


“Good Morning!” Could be, ’tis Spring! 
Abker spent the weed-end of March 27 | 


Bader, chief operator, was shopping in | 
Omaha on April 8... . Evalyn Sprague, | 
assistant chief operator, entertained | 


that “special heart beat’ from Texas. 
April showers only made the romance 
blossom more, Speaking of ro-| 
mances, what about the smiles on Edith | 
Rivett’s face when the boy friend was 
home for a few days? ? ? 
Seward 

Chris Haberman has turned out to be 
a “vegetarian.” He has a Victory gar- | 
den in which he labors from dawn to | 
dusk. Minus a horse, he has plowed | 
and harrowed it very well. The cut. 
worms may reduce the “points” some- | 
what, but Chris has them figured out 
exactly to the row. ... Sergeant Harvey 
Stalter, cousin of Lydia Kriegshauser, | 
chief operator, spent a short visit in| 
Seward before continuing home on a} 
furlough. He is stationed at Camp | 
Adair, Oregon. ... Jessie Stoddard of | 
Aurora, visited this office on April 14. 
... Mrs. Mary Ogeivie, former operator, 
visited our office before leaving for 
California where she will make her | 
home. ... Mr. Haberman attended the | 
Telephone Convention in Lincoln April | 
13 and 14.... Point rationing will not | 
affect Dick Manners who has no fear | 
of the meat shortage. He goes out after | 
it. Dick and George Miers caught | 
twelve large cat fish near Beaver Cross- 
ing. Dick even shot the Easter bunny | 
because it was eating his tulips; now | 
the neighbors fear for the life of their 
cats and dogs. How about it ‘‘Merzie?”’ 

Syracuse 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrews, the bride be- 
ing the former Laverta Kastens, as- | 
sistant chief operator, spent a brief 
honeymoon in Kansas City. On April | 
27 they were honored at a party at the 
home of Manager Alan Agers. The oc- 
casion was a chow-mein dinner and a 
miscellaneous shower. May-baskets and | 
flowers adorned the table. Mrs. | 
Lockhart spent Easter in Omaha... . 
When Pauline Martz, recently called 
her father in Washington, D. C. she 
was overheard to say that she couldn't 
hear the hustling and bustling in Wash- 
ington! 


Tamora | 
Mrs. Ray Grubaugh of David City, 
daughter-in-law of Mrs. Margaret Gru- 
baugh, chief operator, visited the | 
Tamora office on April 15. She is leav- | 
ing for Richmond, Virginia to visit her 
husband who stationed at Camp 
Peary. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Deparimenis 
ruth Brown, Associate Editor 
Just in case anyone says anything 
about “a bad penny turning up again,” | 


is 
1s 


: z 
“ ~ 
_ 
. = 
- et 24 £- 
‘ = e 
. 4 
4 . 
3 7 “ 
. - 
= Ss 
2 + <* ~~ 
4 =e. 
- po 
> “a 


as 
gtd) 


ne smenenens euTT HTT oeicanigayenrcveyuoniasuicayiysuigeasoge \CSC!8 5°09» 


Pen Pnee pREM ERE 


ER ETR ECR ENOR ETERS eh Lg Av 
a ‘ 
ehhh eh 


lee 
Wren be 


rn ft vr . 
OSS og LL 
’ ° ) ¥ y i) 


eretele ere yeeeer 


ee 
ore 


yooh eA a 


‘ 
shhhy 


ve 


y 


CER Bee SL MONS py 
OR ere ea eg Bete pp 
soe a 


we EWR ARS Yrereve 
DeTANRDRD PPro Ves vebee 
vey 


syeyp eee 


eS 


i 


DRL ALAAR, 


ae: 


~ 


eS Bede . 
hehe! na th earned 
, Y 


1. From York comes this picture of Ma 
Beltz, recently employed in the treasur 
traffic employee in Lincoln. She is the oldest daughter of our commercial departme 
Publication of this picture will probably cause Joe to suffer many alleged wise-cr 
daughter doesn’t resemble him in the least! 
relish dish which was the gift of her departmental asso 
his 25th anniversary as an employee of this Company. 

has no “spreading chestnut tree”’—but Ted Nyden, our supp 
7. Frank Young wor 


tune on his anvil! 
tory” bowling league, is made up 


Hartley and Rex Winders. 


Construction Department 
L. C. Jenkins, Associate Editor 

We received a letter from Art Hol- 
comb who is located at Ft. Monmouth, 
New Jersey where he is receiving train- 
ing as a Lieutenant in the Signal Corps. 

.. “Deke” Simpson and John Hobson 
and gangs have been working in the 
vicinity of Table Rock. George Hansen 
is at York and Harry Moss is still at 
David City. W. F. Combs is working 
in and around Hastings: while Earl 
Eichenour spends a great deal of his 
time in Geneva and the surrounding 
country. ... “Swede’’ Foster recently 
received a back injury and it was nec- 
essary for him to turn his gang over 
to P. A. Wilkinson until his back could 
be repaired. . . . Paul Schmeltzer, our 
construction superintendent, is well on 
his way to recovery and should be 
returning to work soon. ... Did you 
notice that John Eisenbarth’s son was 
on the “Hornet” from which the bomb- 
ers took off to bomb Japan. Congratu- 
lations, Jack! General Foreman 
Clyde Boyles and Inspector Joy Dobbs 
have been preparing estimates in the 
regions of Hebron, Geneva and Has- 
tings. Clyde and Joy have things quite 
well under control. We think that it 
should be mentioned at this time that 
Bob Clifford is doing a nice job fill- 
ing the shoes of Thad Cone, and Bob 
is worthy of applause. ... Our cable 
splicers have been busy recently re- 
pairing cable as the result of fires. 
Vaughn Baum has made two trips to 
Plattsmouth because of fires. There was 
also the fire at the Post Exchange 
building at the Air Base which de- 
stroyed a section of cable. Then there 
was a section of cable destroyed in 
southeast Lincoln and a section in West 
Lincoln—so you see the boys are run- 
ning hither and thither mopping up 
after fires. . .. Vera Baade is doing a 
nice job managing her work and also 
the extra work left her by Madelon 
Weldon’s resignation. . .. The accident 
prevention sound films were shown by 
your correspondent to the service, sup- 
ply and construction departments. 
These pictures emphasized accident 
prevention and factory safety at the 
point of operation and served to these 
departments as their regular monthly 
safety first meeting. ... We received a 
letter from Tommy Hedges who is tak- 
ing his training in a camp in Alabama. 

.. Mr. Shipp was a recent visitor in 
our office. He had completed his basic 
training in the Navy and was home on 
a ten-day leave before returning to 
Rhode Island for his assignment. Mr. 
DeVries was also a visitor who was 
home on a furlough from Texas. 


General Offices 
Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 
We bid farewell to. Howard Stacy, 
former mail messenger, who is now in 
the Service. However, we extend a 
hearty welcome to Richard “Dick” 
Reed who was employed March 25 to 
replace Howard. ‘Dick’ is the son of 


Welcome is also extended Ruth 
Holdren, who was employed April 5 
aS mail messenger. She _ replaces 
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4. Mrs. William Hubbell, recent bride in the general 
ciates. 5. William L. Hassler, district plant clerk in Lincoln, recently celebrated 
Bill has given us faithful and efficient service throughout that entire period. 6. He 
ly department blacksmith, has brawny muscles and he can tap out a real neat 


ks “on the rack” in the Lincoln service department. 8. The “Pioneers” team, of the Lincoln “Vic- 


Ferne Burns, who was_ transferred 
to the accounting department. Wish 
you luck, Ferne! Mary Mar- 
garent Pholenz is another to whom 
we bid a temporary farewell—we hope! 
She left on a short leave of absence to 
join her husband, who is stationed at 
Camp Blanding, Florida. ... Mr. Hale, 
commercial engineer decided to take a 
few days of his vacation in April. His 
wife, taking advantage of the oppor- 
tunity, took a short trip leaving the 
children in Mr. Hale’s care. Upon re- 
turn she decided that her idea was not 
so good as Mr. Hale had troubles. The 
misfortune of one of the children fall- 
ing off the bicycle and cutting his 
chin is a sample of his troubles—better 
luck next time, Mr. Hale! . When 
your correspondent decided to change 
her name on April 3, the entire gen- 
eral commercia. force got their heads 
together and presented her with a mon- 
ogrammed silver relish dish. To say 
she was excited would be putting it 
mildly. It was certainly a grand idea, 
and the gift shall always be treasured 
by her. 


Supply Department 


John Reed, Associate Editor 

Frank Donovan returned to work on 
April 19 after two months’ absence 
from duty due to illness. He has re- 
covered sufficiently to do light work 
in the general repair shop. We are glad 
to have you with us again, Frank!... 
Foreman G. A. “Swede” Foster of the 
construction department worked tem- 
porarily in the general storeroom dur- 
ing the week of April 25 while re- 
cuperating from a strained back... . 
Oscar Lewis was laid up for three 
weeks during March and April as the 
result of illness. (P.S. It is rumored 
that he had the mumps!) This hap- 
pened after his recovery from an injury 
that placed his arm in a cast for sev- 
eral weeks. Well, Oscar, knock on wood 
and don’t let anything else happen to 
you! ... John Litzenburg made a tour 
of the territory during the last week 
in April and the first week in May, 
servicing Company cars and trucks in 
preparation for the hot summer months 
ahead. The motor vehicle department 
used to have a couple of men on this 
job. This time John went alone. At 
least, as Walt Knudson of the garage 
remarked, he is in good company him- 
self, which suits taciturn John to a 
ah bt Wesley Haas, so far as we 
know, is the lone fisherman of the 
warehouse and shop gang. He opened 
the fishing season for himself by throw- 
ing his line in Lake Memphis on April 
25. Wes got a few bullheads, which 
he says went a long way towards con- 
serving his meat rations. How about 
the rubber you burned up getting to 
Memphis, wes? . Gordon Eno, a 
former supplier and later combination- 
man at Stromsburg, has been in the 
general shop several times on visits to 
his old friends there. Gordon left his 
position about two years ago to go into 
the insurance business.... James John- 
son is a new man in the general store- 
room who started on the mail delivery 
work April 29. R. J. Donaldson 
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7, with the primary object of remodel- 
ing his house, a recent acquisition. We 
suspect Bob had a secondary object, 
that of hunting up sly jokes of ancient 
vintage to bedevil “A.H.F.” of the cafe- 
teria menu comments. ‘A.H.F.’’ said 
his allusion to Bob as “the supply de- 
partment’s leading humorist’? would 
burn up the folks at 21st anu L. That’s 
just about what it did, but what really 
crushed us was Bob’s indifference to 
the suggestion that he tell us about 
his vacation for the ‘‘News.”’ We finally 
made out that his heart was set on 
composing (or rather plagiarizing) al- 
legedly humorous items for the menu 
comments and he had no time for such 
piddling things as a vacation item for 
the News! ... We have more letters 
from former suppliers now in the 
armed services. We received a V-mail 
letter srom Boyd Wedgwood on April 1. 
Boyd is now a sergeant in the 2lst 
A.D.G. Repair Squadron somewhere in 
England. He said he enjoyed reading 
the write-up the “News” gave his pre- 
vious letter, though he was surprised to 
note that the censor had passed the 
entire contents of his letter. ... Lt. Gay 
Henderson wrote us from Red Bank, 
N. J., on April 7. He mentioned that 
he would be sent somewhere by April 
10, on completion of his eight weeks 
course, which includes a “Long Lines 
Inside Course” covering transmission, 
carrier and repeater equipment, switch- 
boards and teletypewriter equipment, 
and which he found to be very inter- 
esting. He spoke of his brother, Gerald 
R., being now stationed in New Zeal- 
and. ... Rolland Winders wrote Harry 
Smith of the motor vehicle department 
on April 18 to report that he was lo- 
cated in Camp Polk, Louisiana, with the 


148th Armoured Signal Corps. He is 
receiving training in motor mainte- 
nance and the handling of machine 


guns plus the basic drill. On comple- 
tion of the course, he has the choice of 
going to the motor vehicle school at 
Fort Knox, Kentucky or becoming 
chief clerk for the colonel of his Signal 
Company. Rollie also mentioned meet- 
ing Donald Rutledge at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. . .. We have a card 
from Corporal John Fischer who is now 
located at Camp Crowder, Missouri. He 
is taking a wire chief’s course at the 
school there, which includes telephone 
installation and cable testing. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 

Since the March issue of the ‘‘News,” 
we have had several people tell us that 
we ought to apologize to Helm for say- 
ing that his kin folks in the Missouri 
mountain country were making the pigs 
wipe their feet before they could come 
in the parlor on account of his being 
manager at the Air Base now. After 
all, they say, Helm is a big man used 
to taking big things in stride and they 
can’t see why we should make so much 
fuss about it. Maybe they are right, 
so we will apologize and say that we 
just made the whole thing up and there 
isn’t a word of truth in it. Besides it’s 
just a job Helm has even if he is a man- 
ager. So probably it would be better 


took his vacation, March 26 to April | anyway if his kin folks just went right 


xine Meridith, stenographer; Alex Pauley, combinationman; and Marie Haberman, cashier. 
er’s office in Lincoln. 3. This charming smile is flashed at yo 


2. Marie 


u by Doris Lorraine Hartley, new 
nt artist and “News” staff photographer, Joe Hartley. 
acks based on the premise that his very charming 
commercial department, unwraps the 


entirely of telephone employees. Left to right: John Backstrom, Lloyd Jenkins, Fred Strasser, Joe 


9. Meet Richard Taedter, son of H. G. Taedter, plant department, Hebron. 


Personalities in the Month s News 


|on letting the pigs come in the parlor 

without wiping their feet just like they 
always did. ... And while we are in 
an apologetic mood there is something 
we feel we should tell Woods. We never 
suspected it before but he has friends 
here. And they say there is no reason 
to be uncomplimentary to him. “After 
all,” one friend argues, ‘‘Woods has a 
few good qualities too. For one thing 
he has brains, intelligence, and he rea- 
sons things out. In short, he thinks,” 
Naturally, we agree one hundred per- 
cent with the last phrase. But we bet 
his friend said it without lisping. . . . 
Shirley Linebaugh got back safe and 
sound from her trip to Texas which 
she said was most enjoyable and of 
course we enjoyed it too. However, 
reauing the account of it in the last 
month’s "‘News” she was slightly per- 
turbed because we had garbled it upa 
bit. We said she had gone to visit her 
boy friend who 1s in the Army but she 
claims our facts are correct except that 
it wasn't her boy friend she visited 
it was her father, and her boy friend 
isn’t in the Army, he is in the Navy. 
She thought we ought to make amends 
and we agreed under the circumstances 
it would be the least we could do. So 
we will say to the Navy that it is too 
bad her boy friend is there instead of 
in the Army, but it is just one of those 
things and there isn’t anything we can 
do about it. ... We ran into Bus Ryan, 
area manager at Wilber, and George 
Dobson, area manager at York, both 
business office proteges, at the tele- 
phone convention. Things are bad we 
will admit, with the war and all, but 
an experience like that always makes 
a person think back and realize that 
afier all maybe they could be worse. 
. . . We have had a number of minor 
casualties lately. Cecile Anuerson took 
a day off: because she didn’t feel so 
good and believe you me that was an 
event. She has some record for “no 
lost time” and it didn’t seem just right 
to have ner gone. Take it easy until 
May 21, will you, Andy? ... And 
Marjie Smith came down with a “strep”’ 
throat which unfortunately turned out 
to be a minor case. ... Marg Whiting 
was on the list too with a cold. They 
say those things usually settle in the 
weakest point and this case was no ex- 
ception, it being a head cold. ... 
Shirley Lineoaugh had a mouth infec- 
tion but being more or less new in 
Lincoln she didn’t know a good doctor 
to consult. She asked Bert Overcash 
and he recommenaed nis family medi- 
co. We don’t know who Bert’s doctor 
is but Shirley’s work report came 
through the following week with the 
following notation: ‘“‘Two hours unoc- 
cupied time on account of illness (Diag- 
nosis: Hoof and mouth disease). ... 
We ha. hopeu to be able to list among 
the casualties the name of one of our 
promising poets, Miss Aldeen Wood, but 
Fate shook her head in the negative. 
course, we wouldn't want to see 
anything more serious than a broken 
neck or a fractured skull. However, as 
we went to press she was still able to 
be up and around pout we will keep our 
eye on her. ... Two of our lads in the 
service dropped in for a chat. Howard 
Spahnle came through en route to his 
home base from a jaunt through the 
south. And Bill Quinn, looking plump 
and trim, was home on furlough with 
two bars on his sleeve. We always 
thought he would end up wehind bars, 
but not on the sleeve. We will have to 
admit, however, that it did seem good 
to see the boys. Funny, isn’t it, how 
time mellows one’s impressions. Sati 
Genevieve McMeen received welcome 
news from her husoand stationed in 
Hawaii. He recently was promoted 
from First Lieutenant to Captain. ... 
One of our leading horticulturists is 
Chaunce Eggerss who has gone in for 
victory gardening in a big way. He is 
an alleged goiter too, so the two ac- 
tivities created quite some conflict. But 
being the resourceful type he managed 
all right. He takes his niblick out in 
the back yard and practices short ap- 
proach shots and in this way gets in 
his golf and plows up the yard at the 
same time. And Chaunce has livestock, 
too. When Bill Morris left he gave 
Chaunce his dog, a cocker spaniel with 
ears like Cleveland’s but better look- 
ing. Of course, dogs are nice but they 
do have their problems. For one thing, 
there is the medicine question. Mrs. 
Eggerss dian’t like the dog’s flea 
powder, worm medicine and mange 
cure in with the family’s stuff so she 
keeps it on the same _ shelf with 
Chaunce’s headache pills, cough syrup, 
etc. But of course they have to be 
careful and not get it mixed or it might 
be disastrous. But she watches it and 
doesn’t take any chances which is easy 
to understand because it is a good dog 
and she doesn’t want anything to hap- 
pen to it. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Last month “Bob” Stall was a visitor 
in the service department and switch- 
room -.uring his leave from the Navy. 
He has finished his basic training at 
the Great Lakes Training School and 
plans to go to a service school when 
he returns to the Great Lakes. ... 
This spring weather brings back many 
memories of our childhood days, but it 
seems that George Albury, foreman at 
the ‘4’ Office, tried to re-live his, or 
something of that nature. The other 
day George came down with the most 
beautiful case of measles ever known to 
the switchroom.... Herb Jenkins spent 
several days at Milford and Harvard 
rearranging a switchboard multiple and 
equipment. ... Norma Roeder was off 
work for a few days last month due to 
a burnt finger which fater developed 
into a felon. ... At this time we are 
glad to report that L. C. Anderson is 
home from the hospital, and his con- 
dition is good. He is able to be up for 
a short time each day now. He Says 
to tell everyone “Hello” and that he 
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hopes to be back with us soon. ... Milo 
Caslasky has been ill for sometime due 
to soreness and loss of hearing in the 
right ear. Two new employees 
added to our forces are Lela Forbes on 
the service board and Jacob Alberts in 
Mr. Neff’s department. ... During the 
week of April 25, H. G. Peachman at- 
tended Printer’s school at Omaha; and 
during the week of May 3, C. F. Peach- 
man attended this school. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


Se » Kere 3 
ne iramstead, Associate Editor 


“How-do-you-do” 
respondent. 


from your new cor- 


We have gladly consented | 


Humboldt 


Mary Meister and Betty Jo Burow 
were visitors in Falls City, April 15. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Thad Newhouse and 
daughters made a trip to Kenesaw and 
Red Cloud, Nebraska to visit Mr. New- 
_house’s parents and sister April 17 and 
18. 


Steinauer 
Mrs. Divis visited at Pawnee City, 
|March 22. On April 19 she went to 
Wahoo. 


Sterling 


Helen Wehmer 
itor, April 9. 


was a Lincoln vis- 


to relate, in our amateur fashion, the | 


happemnes in the traffic department, 
so if vou 
attempt to piece together the bits of 
news we have gathered. ... Two toll 
elasses are well under way. Mildred 
With instructing Dorothy Pool, Jeanne 
Arth, Janice Robinson, Mary Redding, 
and Anna Schwarting, while Caroline 
Ronhovde instructs Esther Borchers, 
Mary Buehler, Erma Dugan, Annetta 
Griess, Rose Kaivoda and Margaret 
Farver. We extend our hearty welcome 
to you. . . . Mustn’t forget to mention 
our new loeal girls. They are Alice 
King, Lorraine Hartley, Leta Franks, 
Winifred Swacker, Muriel TeSelle, Max- 
ene Reeves, Betty Sanders, Larraine 
Andersen, Irene Howard, and LaVeda 
Johnson. These girls are doing a fine 
job of local operating. . . . Welcome 
back, Mrs. Gene Crotzer. It’s good to 
have you with us again. ... We bade 
our farewells to Gertrude Knobel who 
ventured to the west coast to make her 
home with a= sister. 
berger Dyas is making her home in 
Rolla, Missouri where her husband is 
stationed. Maxine Bettenhausen re- 
signed to be married to Lieutenant 
Glen Trump, now stationed at Little 
Rock, Arkansas and Helen McMeen was 
married to Sergeant Richard Logan on 
April Set. and Mrs. Logan reside 
in Macon, Georgia. Congratulations and 
our best wishes go-to you girls... . 
Virginia MeCarty spent a pleasant va- 
eation in Sioux City, visiting her par- 
ents. but how about that jaunt to Chi- 
cago on the way back? Elaine Olson 
was another early vacationer. She spent 
her two weeks just resting up.... We 
have been reliably informed that Neva 
Kapke will be married to Technical 
Sergeant Gien Stepp on May 5. Mary 
Boyd is flashing a new diamona. When 
will it be, Mary? Maybe we'll have an 
announcement from you for next time. 
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Southern District 


Harlan Gillespie, Associate Editor 


Auburn 
On March 13, an appointment call 
was completed to Johnson from Hawail. 


The call was placed ten days before it 


was actually completed. Helen 
Wrightsman was an Omaha visitor over 
the week-end of March 27... . Sterling 


Nelson and his son, Gary, were in Polk 
March 26. ... Omaha visitors on March 
Vera Clark and Catherine Mc- 
Lain of the local traffic department. 
_.. Gary Nelson, four year old son of 
Sterling Nelson, was struck by an auto- 
mobile on April 5. After being treated 
at the hospital for a fractured leg, he 
now is recuperating at his home... . 
Corrine Jezewski spent April 7 in 
Omaha. 


23 were 


Beatrice 

Higgins shopped in Lincoln 
April 10. He claims to have ‘“success- 
fullv’’ made the round trip in the 
“Whippet.” Those of us who know this 
“Whippet” have just cause to doubt the 
“suecessfully"’ part. Sometimes it has 
to be pushed. ... The fishing season is 
here again, and they are biting in the 
Blue. At this writing Bob Schouborg 
is the CHAMP. The first time out he 
snagged two nice ones, the BIG one 
tipping the beam at 5!2 pounds. Frank 
Nevitt gets the second prize for his 
eatch of 5 of those ‘‘just the right size” 
kind. We are awarding third prize to 
Welton Grant, for what, is not clear, 
as to date he has not caught a fish. 
He just goes fishing. ... No, no flu 
this time, but it seerns that the measles 
have visited a number of the girls and 
Wilma Grupe had the mumps.... We 
welcome Mrs. Evelyn Allen and Mrs. 
Margaret Nightengale back to our de- 
partment. Welcomes are also extended 
to four new students, Bonie Falk, La- 
Vina Christie, Berdine Garrison and 
Phyllis Seckman.... Betty Jane Bede 
left us to go to California where, on 
Easter Sunday she became the bride of 
Aviation Cadet Glenwood Worden. Best 
wishes for future happiness, Betty... 
Janette Walter resigned May 1, her 
future plans are not known. 


Dan 


Cook 
Mrs. Ida Townsend was sick during 
the week of March 29. ... Mary Estes 


entertained company from the Great 
Lakes during the week of April 5. 


Crab Orchard 
Bertha Sharp was a Beatrice visitor, 
April 16. 
Dawson 


Irene Johnson attended the district 
meeting of the Rebekah Lodge at Paw- 
nee City, April 20. 


DeWitt 


Lucille Buss spent one day at Adams 
visiting relatives and friends. ... Edna 
Wayman spent a day at Auburn visit- 
ing relatives. ... Lydia Seeman spent 
a day in Lincoln shopping. 


Fairbury 
Margaret Richardson and Shirley 
Bradshaw of the traffic department 


have been transferred temporarily to 
the Hastings office. . . Mr. Longdon 
attended the State Convention of the 


Nebraska Telephone Association in Lin- | 


coln, April 13 and 14. 


Friend 
Nona Brusnahan went to Lincoln to 
visit her niece, Frances Brusnahan, who 
has left for Washington, D. C., accept- 
ing a civil service position, and also her 


nephew, Thomas, who was going to the | 
. Dorthea Heckman and Ro- |! 


ATmy. . 
berta Redman 
this month. 


were Linecoin shoppers 


will all pear with us, we will | 


Eola Haschen- | 


Table Rock 


Pearl Freeman, chief operator, mo- 
tored to Pawnee City, April 20 and at- 


_tended the district meeting of the Re- 
| bekah lodge. 


| 
! 


Tecumseh 


| Joan Lempka spent the week-end of 


March 27 visiting at St. Joseph. ... 


|The Fowler family came home from 
| Weeping Water, March 21, driving a 
/new (??) at least a different car. ... 
| Melva Wright spent the week-end of 
| March 27 visiting her folks. ...C. B. 
| Meshier attended the State Telephone 
| Convention at Lincoln, April 13 and 
|14.... Golda Thompson was an Oma- 
ha visitor April 13. . . . Bernice Robb 
was operated on at the Lincoln Gen- 
eral hospital in Lincoln, April 15 and is 
reported to be getting along fine. ... 
| Lincoln visitors this month: Berniece 


| Robb, Joan Lempka, Hazel Nichols, 


Edna Ragon and Dorothy Osterthun. 


Wilber 


| Visitors at the Amelia and Anna 
| Aden home on April 10 were their sis- 
‘ter, Mrs. George Lloyd and husband 
| from Omaha. . Lumir Vosika was 
| confined to his home for a week due to 
illness. 


| 
| 
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| Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Geneva 


Due to the increased business because 
of the air bases, several new girls have 
| joined our little family. Linnéa Eck- 
| dahl was transferred in from Polk and 
Marian Boyle was sent over from York 
to train toll students. Colleen Mc- 
| Donald and Patty Murrell, high school 
students, are working after school and 
plan to work full time during the sum- 
mer. Betty Lou Hester is also a new 
| student. Eloise Anderson and Jean Sole 
| are new toll students. Lorene 
| Krejci resigned her position as operator 
and is now a full fledged farmerette. 
: . Muriel Pearson has also resigned 
her position and is working in Chicago 
where her husband is stationed. She 
was back to visit us for a few days. ... 
Laverne Ogg, a former operator who 
now resides in Seattle, Washington, 
spent her vacation in Geneva visiting 
her mother and called on the girls at 
the office. . . . The cause for all the 
smiles on Marian Hillgren’s face was 
that her brother was home on furlough. 
... Out of town employees working in 
the office the past month included 
Clyde Boyles, Joy Dobbs, Ralph Wait 
and “Doc” Wilson. ... In answer to 
Hastings’ call for ‘King Edwards” for 
'“Doec” Wilson, we don’t know if he 
found any in Geneva, but he was seen 
_putfing away on a cigar and enjoying 
it immensely. 


| 


Hastings Commercial Department 


Marie Brewer, commercial clerk, 
spent the week-end of April 17 in Nel- 
son visiting her parents. She reports 
having a good time at home... . Bette 
Duncan, commercial clerk, spent the 
week-end of April 17 in Oklahoma vis- 
iting her boy friend. She returned 
flashing a shiny sparkler on third 
finger, left hand. She reports a swell 
trip and grand weather. 


Hastings Plant Department 


At this writing Conrad Benzel is re- 
ported to be seriously ill. ‘‘Con” is one 
| of our real pioneers and his occasional 
| visits will be missed by all of the fel- 
| lows. ... We notice by the last “News” 

that quite a few of the gang around the 

territory are going in for chickens in a 

big way. The Hastings area give you 
;our hatchery trio, Ralph Wait, John 
|Spady and Max Walker. Wait has 
| around fifty chickens in his back yard 
| while Walker and Spady have around 


| three hundred and fifty. Anyone want- 
|ing to place future orders for either 
/eggs or fries please contact either of 
_the above. ... Jack Nordheim, caught 


.| out in the country recently with a flat 


tire and no key for his spare, was left 
| flat on his neck by Max Walker who 
| brought out Spady’s spare. The reason 
| Max drove back to town with Jack’s 
ignition keys—and it took another trip 
out by “Gunner” Dudgeon to get Jack 
back to town. ... Visitors during the 
month included that old reliable Clyde 
Boyles, Charlie Peachman, Perry Cald- 
well, Art King, Joy Dobbs, Jack Cox, 
A. O. Andrews, and Ralph Stebbings. 


Hasting Traffic Department 


Mrs. Lucille Stephenson, chief opera- 
tor, is spending her vacation visiting 


her husband in California. , . . Several 
_girls have been transferred in from 
| various points to help out in this 


| office. They are Mrs. Irene Combs 
|from Ashland, the Misses Bradshaw 
and Richardson from Fairbury, and 
| Miss Ransom from York. Miss 
| Elliott, assistant chief operator, visited 
| in the Grand Island office April 24... . 
Beth Borley resigned her position as 
operator to be married. She plans to 
leave for Florida soon. ... Mable John- 
| Son, operator, has resigned and re- 
| turned to her home in Bradshaw and 
| plans to be married in the near future. 
|... We have several newcomers with 
us. They are the Misses Whitaker, 
| Sherman, Hajny, and Walz. Elaine 
| Mason is back with us again after 
|spending some time at home due to 
| the illness of her mother. ... Our toll 
students are the Misses Himmelberg 
|and Sehmidt. 


Hebron 


Foreman G. A. Foster is in Hebron 
with his gang replacing poles from 
Hebron to Bruning on the Fairmont- 
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Hebron toll lead. . . . Irma Hoffmeyer, 
cashier, is still on the sick list. ... Mrs. 
Fred Apking came home Saturday, 
April 17, from the Lincoln General hos- 
pital where she had an operation for 
appendicitis. She is reported getting 
along fine. ...H. G. Taedter and E. 
H. Wellman are helping install tele- 
phones at the Bruning Air Base. ... 
Frances Harmon of Superior is helping 
in the traffic department at Hebron due 
to the shortage of operators. ... Mrs. 
Dorothy Godbersen of the traffic de- 
partment is leaving April 19 for her 
home in Washington, D. C. ... The 
traffic department is training four new 
operators at present. They are Betty 
Nacke, Lola Kutlas, H. Maxine Daven- 
port and Rosie Stierwalt. . Melba 
Richards, chief operator at Superior, 
and Cozie Bruckert, assistant chief op- 
erator at Superior, were visitors in the 
Hebron office April 18. 


Ohiowa 


Mrs. Bess Nippert spe&t her vacation 
visiting her son and family in Villisco, 


Iowa. Dorothy Stowell has re- 
sumed her duties at the telephone 
office. 
Polk 

Loneta Anderson is our new operator 
at Polk. ... Arlene Wright and Leona 
McGrew visited the former's parents at 
Osceola April 15. ... York visitors have 


been Clara Anderson and Loneta An- 
derson, March 27; Leona McGrew and 
Arlene Wright, April 10; and Rose Ehn, 
April 22. 


Shickley 


Winona Bobbitt and Marian Hillgren 
of the Geneva office called on Eva 
Kapke at the Shickley office the eve- 
ning of April 6. 


Stromsburg 


C. J. Olson, area manager, attended 
the Nebraska Telephone Convention in 
Lincoln, April 13 and 14. 


Superior 


Area Manager Frank F. Kubat at- 
tended the Telephone Convention in 
Lincoln. . . . Frances Stuck drove to 
Grand Island to take her brother who 
has been home on furlough. . ... Mar- 
guerite Buckles plans to leave one of 
these days for a visit with an air cadet 
at Liberty, Missouri. . . . Out-of-town 
shoppers this month have been Nellie 
Jacobitz who spent a day in Hastings, 
and Helen Reno and Eleanor Hensell 
drove to Fairbury for a day. ... Melba 
Richards and Viola Carlson had an 
early spring picnic in the park. ... 
Viola Carlson spent a week-end in 
Kansas City visiting her brother and 
family. . . . Frances Harmon has been 
transferred to the Hebron office to help 
out temporarily. 


Sutton 


Anna Larson has resigned her posi- 
tion as cashier. ... Iris Barbee is tak- 
ing Anna’s place. We will miss Anna, 
but wish to welcome Iris. . Jack 
Mankamyer is on the sick list with a 
case of influenza and arthritis. 
Mildred Schleiger has returned from 
Fairmont where she was helping train 
operators. 


York 


All around we see beaming faces in 
appreciation of the increase in wages. 
We all seemed to have been over-bal- 
ancing our budgets, weren’t we girls? 
But Velma Garlock was not beaming 
entirely for this cause. Velma was 
beaming also for a little fellow called 
“measles.” . .. We lost two girls. Well, 
one really. Marian Boyle was trans- 
ferred temporarily to Geneva and Flo- 


rence Ranson was transferred to Has-. 


tings. We miss you both and good luck 
to you, Florence. ... We welcome Anna 
Dick, our new local operator. Hope you 
will like us, Anna. . .. Colette Jokerst 
and Maxine Barrett spent April 21 vis- 
iting the telephone office and shopping 
in Lincoln. They must have done a lot 
of shopping—Maxine didn’t even cash 
her check. . . . Besides new clothes and 
hair-do’s, spring brings that picnic urge. 
Shirley Salyard was among the first to 
answer the call back to nature, but she 
should be a little more cautious. In the 
scramble of putting out the fire, Shir- 
ley fell into the hot coals and badly 
frightened herself and the group be- 
sides singeing her hair and burning her 
coat. . . The Fairmont Air Base is 
teaching us some new “prefixes.’”’ Joan 
Belcher, at a TX position, hurriedly 
read her ticket and confidently asked 
for ‘Layette 1234." When the distant 
operator asked what baby department 
of what store she was calling, Joan de- 
cided the prefix was “Lafayette.” ... 
Vacations are starting out with a bang. 
Nyla Peters is the first on the list but 
has not as yet made her plans known. 
. . . Marie Haberman had as her house 
guest for several days Mr. Bill Hansen. 

. . Manager Dobson reports he has a 
very good crop of dandelions this year 
and will give them away free to who- 
ever digs them. Along with the dande- 
lion market and the victory garden 
plowing which kept him pretty busy, 
Mr. Dobson attended the Telephone 
Convention at Lincoln and the Rotary 
Club Convention at Norfolk. ... Reno 
Weis and Dave Culbertson have been 
putting in considerable time at the 
Fairmont Air Base. ..Tom DeWolf and 
Bill Mouden have been doing some suc- 
cessful fishing at the Blue river. The 
bait they use is so strong it raises up 
the hind wheels of the car, in fact they 
didn’t even have to carry it from the 
can to the river bank. It’s Tommy’s 
special. Alex Pauley rode with them on 
their last trip but he kept his head out 
of the window all the way and didn’t 
have much to say. Tommy says, ‘‘Be- 
lieve me, boys, it’s bait.” Bill 
Mouden is taking his vacation at the 
time this is written. 


Typical long distance tele- 
phone charges were three to 
five times higher in 1917 than 
they are today. 
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Mutual Benefit Claims 


pHs following members of 
the Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association received 
payment during the past 
month for claims arising from 
hospitalization and surgery: 
J. C. Gear, plant department, 
Fairbury; L. C. Anderson and 
J. L. Kuchera, service depart- 
ment, Lincoln. Only two other 
claims are pending at this 
time. A most unfortunate fact 
has recently been noted by 
Association officers. One of 
our employees who failed to 
sign up for membership has 
just been forced to undergo 
an operation. Total expense 
was about $150—which he will 
have to bear himself. It is 
earnestly hoped that others 
who are not as yet signed up, 
and who could easily find 
themselves in the same pre- 
dicament, will at once take ad- 
vantage of their opportunity 
to become members. 


"Journey's End” 


MR. IRWIN NEFF, father of 
L. W. Neff, custodian, 
passed away at a local hos- 
pital, April 9. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at Brown’s 
Mortuary with Brig. Charles 
EK. Ward officiating. Burial 
was in Mt. Pleasant ceme- 
tery at Ruby, Nebraska. 


MR. HARDING B. ROYCE, 
father of Ernest H. and Mil- 
ton E. Royce, supply depart- 
ment, passed away on April 
14 after a lingering illness. 
Funeral services were held 
at Wadlow’s in Lincoln with 
interment at Bennet, Ne- 
braska. 
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vMoreane Alldritt, 
David City Traffic. 


Vern O. Amick, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


R. D. Andrews, 
General Traffic Department. 


Ernest M. Barney, 
Supply Department. 


James L. Baxter, Jr., 
Construction Department. 


Allan G. Behm, 
Supply Department. 


William R. Behrns, 
David City Plant Department. 


Paul H. Black, 
Supply Department. 


Kenneth J. Boshart, 
Accounting Department. 


Cloyd D. Bucknell, 
Construction Department. 


Eugene W. Burchess, 
Construction Department. 


George L. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


William H. Burt, 
Construction Department. 


Ray Chambers, 
Construction Department. 


Chris Christopulos, 
Supply Department. 


Thad Cone, 
Construction Department. 


Charles E. Connors, 
Construction Department. 


James D. Crabill, 
Lincoln Business Office. 
D. W. Cunningham, 
Supply Department. 


E. I. DeVries, 
Construction Department. 


/Dean W. Douglas, 
Construction Department. 


John B. Eidemiller, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


Chauncey J. Erickson, 
Construction Department. 


George E. Fech, 
Construction Department. 


John Fischer, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Donavin Frankforter, 
Construction Department. 


Raymond E. Freeman, 
Weeping Water Plant Dept. 


Phil Garvey, 
Lincoln Service Department. 
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| TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


The manpower shortage is be- 
coming increasingly acute as 113 
plant department employees have 
left the Company during the past 
year to enter military service. ... 
Sgt. Meshier, Corp. Schmeltzer 
and Pfe. DeWolf were in San 
Antonio recently, taking in the 
Sights which included a tour 
through the old Spanish missions. 
... W. S. Dupin, who: has been 
manager at Seward for many 
years resigned the first of the 
month to go into business for him- 
‘self. He is replaced by Bert R. 
|Overecash, former manager at 
' Beaver Crossing. ... Another ex- 
change has officially joined the 
Company ranks with the recent 
cutover of Sutton, following the 
complete rebuilding of the town 
plant and conversion to common 
battery. ... Names in this month’s 
news: Claude Walker, Jack Ma- 
son, Vern Campbell, John M. Hob- 
son, J. K. Pollock, H. Colvin, W. 
C. Cooper, Elmer Scherer, I. 
Halverstadt. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


Ray L. Clinton, who has recent- 
ly completed the general shop 
training course in Lincoln has 
been appointed local manager at 
Exeter. ... W. H. Spurlock, man- 
ager at Raymond and Malcolm 
is back to work after a serious 
illness. Mrs. Spurlock, the chief 
operator and their son have also 
been seriously ill. . The past 
month has been one of great ac- 
tivity as plant crews battled the 
elements to restore service and 
make repairs following one of the 
most disastrous sleet storms in 
our history. Covering a strip about 
120 miles long and 85 miles wide 
the storm sent more than 13,000 
poles crashing to the ground with 
34,000 miles of wire either broken 
and snarled beyond repair or cut 
off from communication. 


Giles H. Gere, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Cornelius Groendyke, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Leslie G. Hansen, 
Construction Department. 


G. S. Hart, 
Accounting Department. 


Richard D. Hartley, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Thomas B. Hedges, 
Construction Department. 


Gay T. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 


Gerald R. Henderson, 
Supply Department. 


Floyd H. Henson, 
Supply Department. 


Arthur W. Holcomb, 
Construction Department. 


Jack Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 


Wilfred R. Huddleston, 
Construction Department. 


William B. Imler, 
Construction Department. 


Ned Johnson, 
Construction Department. 


Francis M. Keller, 
Construction Department. 


Charles H. Kermoade, 
Construction Department. 


Ervin H. Klundt, 

Hastings Plant Department. 
Roy W. Knorr, 

Plattsmouth Plant Department. 
Richard L. Lahr, 

Lincoln Business Office. 


Hugh LaMaster, 
Construction Department. 


Charles McClure, Jr., 
Construction Department. 


Waldo J. McDowell, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Wilma McIntire, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Roger L. Moore, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


F. William Morris, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Lloyd A. Murphy, 
Construction Department. 


Robert W. Muse, 
Construction Department. 


Delbert C. Mutchie, 
Construction Department. 
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"WITH THE COLORS” « 


Names in this month’s news: D. 
W. Siggs, Ray Baldwin, H. W. 
Wheeler, Lulu Kloepper, W. Web- 
ster, Homer Wood, H. J. Soder- 
holm, C. F. Peachman. 


Ten Years Ago 


E. T. Westerhoff, accounting de- 
partment, is back on the job fol- 
lowing an operation for appendi- 
citis. . . . The Company is proud 
of the Nation Safety Award re- 
ceived in recognition of its splen- 
did record of 654,662 miles driven 
without accident by the commer- 
cial vehicle fleet. . . . Names in 
this month’s news: Clyde Burge, 
James C. Gilchrist, J. L. Baxter, 
Charles Ford, L. W. Winscot, 
Lowell Johnson, Ercel King, Anna 
Seymour, W. T. Backus. 


Five Years Ago 


Tyler W. “Bus” Ryan, formerly 
clerk at David City, this month 
became exchange manager at Mil- 
ford. He succeeds Jack Manka- 
myer who is transferred to York 
area. . . . The “News” reports 
the death of George W. Fawell, 
former Lincoln:commercial man- 
ager and later a member of the 
accounting department. He re- 
tired some years ago on pension 
after serving the Company since 
1909. . . The “White Spot” Sales 
campaign is now in full swing. 
. . . Names in this month’s news: 
Merle Markuson, R. I. Schouborg, 
Minnie Paul, Maude Willey, S. F. 
Bush, Wilma McIntire, W. C. Lant, 
Frank Blockwitz, John Reed. 


New Battleship lowa 
Has Almost 1,100 
Telephones 


Operation of the new U. S. 
battleship Iowa, called the 
world’s greatest fighting craft, 
is aided by almost 1,100 tele- 
phones, according to an article 
in the New York Times. The 
45,000 ton battleship was de- 
scribed as one of the greatest 
men-of-war ever to be 
launched and the pride of the 
Navy. 


Loren P. Neal, 
Supply Department. 


Adrian M. Newens, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


B. I. Noble, 
Area Manager, York. 


Joseph C. Nosky, 

Lincoln Service Department. 
Roy W. Nyden, 
Construction Department. 
Bev N. Ott, 

Supply Department. 


William D. Quinn, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


Leland L. Rauch, 
Construction Department. 


Ted M. Ray, 
District Clerk, Beatrice. 


Bernard F.. Sand, 
Nebraska City Plant Dept. 
Jacob Sandovol, 

York Plant Department, 


Earl J. Schemmerhorn, 
Wymore Plant Department. 


Robert R. Schouborg, 
Construction Department. 
John R. Shipp, 
Construction Department. 


Dan Smith, 
District Clerk, Beatrice. 


Don D. Smith, 
Construction Department. 


Howard Spahnle, 
Lincoln Business Office. 


VHoward Stacy, 


General Plant. 


Robert A. Stall, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


A. E. Stansbury, 
Beatrice Plant Department. 


Howard Stroup, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


Ruth E. Trutna, 
Wahoo Traffic Department. 


George A. Wasson, 
Construction Department. 


‘Boyd Wedgwood, 


Supply Department. 


Clyde S. Whittington, 
Supply Department. 


Rolland R. Winders, 
Supply Department. 


Robert E. Wohlberg, 
Supply Department. 


Norman R. Zipp, 
Construction Department. 
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Former Employee 
Wounded at Guadalcanal 


Elmer Egger, Lincoln, Won) 
In Thrilling Encounter With 
Jap Soldier; Plans To Re- 
turn To Duty When Health 
Is Restored. 


PIXE many Lincoln friends of 

Elmer Egger, former Lin-| 
coln business office employee, 
were made happy recently by 
an oppor- 
tunity to 
greet him 
and to hear 
him relate 
some of his 
War experi- 
ences. He is 
visiting Ne- 
braska rela- 
tives while 
recuperat-. 
ing from the 


Elmer Egger rigors of 
war. 
Mr.. Egger, who was em- 


ployed by this Company dur-| 
ing the period from 1930 to 
1937, was a member of the 
Nebraska National Guard 
which was called into active 
service in December, 1940. 
During the months that fol- 
lowed, he attained the rank 
of Master Sergeant in the In- 
spector General’s Department. | 
His duties were concerned. 
primarily with motor vehicle 
inspection. After the United 
States entered the war, he 
served in Ireland, the Aleu- 
tions and the _ southwest 
Pacific. 


it was during the early days 
of the conquest of Guadal-. 
canal that he had an encount- 
er with a Jap soldier which he 
will not soon forget. Elmer 
was following a detachment. 
of Marines across a recently 
captured strip of beach-head 
when he was attacked sud-' 
denly by a lone Jap soldier | 
who ducked out from behind a 
bit of underbrush and came at. 
him with fixed bayonet. | 
Elmer was unable to dodge 
the bayonet thrust, which> 
caught him under the chin— 
the bayonet penetrating a 
short distance into his mouth. | 
However, he was in the act of | 
whipping out a razor-edged 
“commando knife” at the mo- 
ment of the attack—and he. 
managed to “get himself a 
Jap” with just one good back- | 
hand swipe. Elmer intimated | 
to the “News” editor that you 
just don’t fool around when. 
you tie into one of the yellow | 
boys. They are playing for | 
keeps, he declares, and if you | 
don’t get ’em on the first try’ 
you have to move awfully fast | 
to get another chance! 


The wound in Elmer’s jaw | 
healed nicely, but he is limp-. 
ing at present from a bullet. 
wound in his right foot. Of 
greater importance, however, 
is the fact that the conditions 
under which it was necessary | 
to live and fight in the south-| 
west Pacific undermined his 
health to a considerable ex- 
tent, bringing on a nervous 
eondition which resulted in) 
his release from active duty | 
on April 4. Elmer already. 
notes considerable improve-. 
ment in his health, and he 
looks forward eagerly to an 


early return to duty. | 


first application of its with-| 


on income tax payments for 


| Times having been “frozen” | 


under the provisions of the 
War Production Board’s L-50. 


nally planned. 


-erators,” 
phraseology of Order U-2. The 


only 45 lines equipped for 


Withholding Tax 
Is Effective July 1 
HE new “pay-as-you-go” 
income tax plan becomes. 
effective on July 1, and the) 


holding feature will be made) 
on payrolls of July 15. 
withholding tax of 20% per 
‘month 
includes the present Victory || 


The | 


(10% each payday) 


tax, and is intended to apply 


the last half of 1943. It will 
be levied on net income, after 
standard deductions for vari-| 
ous types of dependency. Em-| 
ployees will shortly receive 
detailed information regard- 
ing this tax, together with| 
blanks which must be filled | 
out and returned to give the 


accounting department a com-| 
plete picture of each em-| 
ployee’s marital and depend- 
-ency status. | 


Garland Dial 
Unit “Thawed Out!” 


for a considerable period, 


order, the dial unit scheduled | 
for installation at Garland in 
the early summer of 1942 was 
“thawed out” by WPB’s re- 
cent U-2 order, and work is! 
now going forward as origi-| 


The equipment was on hand | 
at the time L-50 became ef-| 
fective, and considerable out-| 
side plant work had been done 
in the Seward county town. It. 


‘was not possible to use the 
unit elsewhere, and all instal-| 
lation work ceased at Garland. 
until L-50 was superseded by 


U-2. There is now no prohibi-. 


tion against the installation of 
“systems of less than 100 lines| 


where such equipment is al- 
ready in the stocks of the op- 
according to the 


Garland board, although of 
100 lines capacity will have 


service. 

It is an Automatic Electric. 
Company step-by-step type 
unit. There will be one toll 


trunk and three added ex- 


change trunks to the Seward 
office, which will handle all | 
services. The equipment will | 
be located in a rear room of} 
the residence which houses 
the present manual board. | 

Eastern District Inspector 
R. A. Carlson will supervise 
the installation, under the. 
general direction of District 
Manager J. A. McKinzie.' 
Since many of our installers 
are being kept extremely busy | 
on various Western district) 
air base jobs, it is unlikely| 
that Garland will be cut to’ 


dial service before August 1. | 


“Happiness Ahead” | 
ARGARET SULLIVAN ac-| 


counting department, Lin- 
coln, married Corporal Don 
D. Reese of Coram, Montana, 
on April 29 at 9 o’clock in the 
morning at St. Mary’s cathe-| 
dral. The rites were read by 
Msgr. Riordan. The couple 
will reside in Lincoln. 
e @ | 
Doretta Harnett, account- 
ing department, Lincoln, was 
united in marriage to Tech. | 
Sgt. Robert Drennen, Des 
Moines, Iowa. The wedding 


| 
' 


time the Bell properties in 
‘Lincoln and _ southeast Ne- 


Lincoln, Nebraska, June, 1943 


RETIRED EMPLOYEES RETURN TO SERVICE! 


ee concrete evidence of a desire to do their part to “keep communications going” 
and help win the war, six of our retired employees have gladly consented to re- 
turn to active duty—and they are giving us invaluable help. All are men who are in 
good physical condition and who were retired originally on the basis of age and serv- 
ice record. Many of our pensioners are physically unable to carry on in active duty 
although, were this not the case, it cannot be doubted that every one would be patrioti- 
cally anxious to fill the gaps left by the departure of our younger employees. 
Below we give thumbnail sketches of the six who have returned: 


Harve Colvin began his regular service with the 
Company as a lineman in 1918. Subsequently, he 
was a district construction foreman at Hastings, and 

a warehouseman in Lincoln. He retired on January 

' 1, 1939, and returned to work on November 2, 1942, 

Wu... as a combinationman in the Lincoln service depart- 
ment. 


E. S. “Ned” Fisher has a service record which 
dates back to February, 1901. During the greater 
part of his career he has been a switchboardman in 
Lincoln, and he returned in that capacity in June, 
1942. His retirement to the pension payroll took 
place on January 1, 1940. 


Harve Colvin E. S. Fisher 


Another Lincoln service department employee 
who came back to his old job, and who is thoroughly 
enjoying himself in doing so, is that popular veteran, 
Merrill Green. Mr. Green began his long and ef- — 
ficient service as a combinationman, in Lincoln, in 
1912. He retired on January 1, 1939, and returned to 
work in July, 1942. 


A. E. “Andy” Holt, well known and well liked 
throughout the territory, entered the telephone field 
in 1910. He was manager at Geneva at one stage 
of his career. To his plant training he added con- 
siderable commercial experience while serving as a 
salesman at York in the years preceding his retire- 
ment in July, 1940. He returned in August, 1942, as 
a combinationman at David City. 


Merrill Green 


A grand Lincoln veteran, who came to us from 
the Bell exchange at the time of the consolidation 
in 1912, is Harry Schilling. Harry’s service with the 
industry began in 1908. During the greater portion 
of his career he was an installer and combinationman 
in the Lincoln service department. In May, 1939, he 
became a shopman in the warehouse in Lincoln, and 
he continued there until his retirement on January 
1, 1941. He returned to work in the same capacity 
in August, 1942. 


William Henry “Hank” Ames, popular member of the accounting forces for many 
years, is another who has returned to help out during the war. He started with the ac- 
counting department in 1913 and, throughout his career, he handled his assignments as 
time clerk and custom billing clerk with remarkable efficiency. His retirement, on 
January 1, 1942, was the occasion for a demonstration of spontaneous affection on the 
part of his co-workers which will not soon be forgotton by the modest and unassuming 
Mr. Ames. He returned to work in the accounting department on May 13, 1943. 


H. G. Schilling Henry Ames 


took place at six o’clock in eee commercial manager|1915. In 1922, he joined the 
evening, at the American’ and, in 1921, commercial engi-| Bell System, first at Omaha 
Lutheran church in Lincoln, | neer. He was the first editor} and, in 1926, at Des Moines, 
May 22. Rev. Hinkhouse cee the “Telephone News”) where he was commercial su- 
ficiated. when it was launched in|pervisor for Iowa. 


ee © 
Betty Kabat, accounting de-| 


partment, Lincoln, and Henry | QUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS-— 
HEARD a speaker a few days ago talking about the 


L. Fastabend were married on 

May 26, at seven o’clock in | 

the morning at St. Theresa’s effect of war pressure upon the dispositions of all of 

church. The Rev. Kaczmarek|]| us. He emphasized the difficulty of doing efficient work 

read the marriage rites. under stress and then said that one of the most 
————___ effective antidotes for high-strung nerves is a kind word 

or two—a compliment now and then. 


He asked: “How many managers 
say ‘a word of appreciation to em- 
ployees for faithful service?” That 
sort of caused my conscience to wake 
up. I wondered if I had been so oc- 
cupied with other things that I had 
neglected some of these courtesies and 
I must confess that I felt guilty— 
(misery loves company, so maybe 
some of our managers and supervisors 
would join me in this confession) — 
so here is my sincere appreciation for the fine, faithful 
and efficient services which every one of our employees 
renders in his daily work. 


All of you are doing a fine job, especially those of 
you whose work brings you into direct contact with Mr. » 
and Mrs. Public. The courtesy and patience you dis- 

play are splendid. It’s a demonstration of the good old 
braska were acquired. His | Spirit of Service. The official family of our Company 
service with the old Nebraska |} Yecognizes it and thanks you for it. There’s no finer way 
Telephone Company began in | in which to do your part in winning the war. 
1909. During his years in our | —J. H. AGEE. 
ranks he rose to be Lincoln! 


“Thorgy’ Retires; 
Moves to West Coast 
deters many friends in Com- 
pany circles of Walter 
“Thorgy” Thorgrimson, for- 
merly a member of our gen- 
eral commercial department 
but, in later years, connected 
with the Northwestern Bell 
at Des Moines, will be inter- 
ested to know that he has re- 
tired from active duty and 
will make his future home at) 
San Gabriel, Calif. “Thorgy,” 
an exceedingly popular and 
competent employee, joined 
our Company in 1912, at the 


a 


Number 6 


CREDIT CO-OP 
CAN BE HELPFUL 


Association’s Full Useful- 
ness To Employees Is Im- 
paired By Lack of Under- 
standing; Insurance Policy 
Loans Are Stressed. 


MHE “News” feels very keen- 
ly that there is no better 
time than right now to do 
what it can to clear up certain 
misconceptions on the part of 
employees — misconceptions 
which are hampering The Em- 
ployees Co-Operative Credit 
Association in its efforts to be 
helpful to the group for whose 
benefit it was established. 


The attitude of employee- 
members seems to be that it is 
useless to apply for loans of 
any type—that war-time re- 
strictions have completely 
handcuffed the “loan depart- 
ment” of the Association. It 
is true, of course, that govern- 
mental restrictions on certain 
types of loans have been in 
force for some time. They are 
being observed both in the let- 
ter and the spirit. But, as is 
so often the case in such mat- 
ters, their scope is not nearly 
so broad as many of our em- 
ployees seem to believe. 


The Credit Association has 
a substantial loan fund which 
‘It would like to put to work. 
Many of our employees have 
financial problems necessitat- 
ing loans for purposes which 
pac not come under the more 
drastic restrictive rules. On 
some types of loans there are 
no restrictions whatever. But, 
due to misconceptions of the 
extent of the governmental 
credit’ order, as mentioned 
above, the two factors simply 
are not getting together. 


For example, the Associa- 
| tion is in a position to make 
loans to clean up indebted- 
pee on insurance policies. 
| Here is a real service — one 
which our employees can eas- 
ily recognize. Most insurance 
loans are never paid during 
the life of the policyholder. 
Insurance companies are con- 
‘tent to let them ride, stipulat- 
ing only that the interest 
(usually at 6%) be kept paid 
to date. Thus, upon the death 
of the policyholder, the bene- 
ficiaries find that the proceeds 
from the policies have been 
reduced considerably — at a 
time when, in many instances, 
such an unexpected reduction 
can least be afforded. 


The Credit Association will 
make loans to clear up this in- 
debtedness during the policy- 
holder’s life and period of 
| greatest earning ability, with 

‘the isurance policy as the sole 
‘security. The interest rate is 
0%. Since a loan of this type 
‘is not restricted, and does not 
need to be paid off within a 
‘specified period, payments 
‘can be adjusted to a point 
‘where they will not be bur- 
densome. This splendid serv- 
ice should not be overlooked 
by those who have policy 


loans—and that includes most 
fe US. 


Let’s clean up our life 
insurance policies for the 
benefit of those we love. 
Many employees are under 
the impression that all, or 
nearly all, loans must be re- 


See “CREDIT CO-OP” 
Page 2, Col. 3 
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‘Cr0si--Jalh” 
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2 
(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) | 


‘ITH this issue we inaugurate a new feature to take the 

place of our “With The ‘Colons” honor roll which has been 
a part of the “News” since our first group of employees an- 
swered Uncle Sam’s call. The new feature takes the form of 
a column of interesting facts and “chit-chat” about employees. 
in the service. It will be edited by that priceless man of| 
many talents—Joe Hartley—who will rely heavily upon the 
help of all of you for the necessary facts to keep the column. 
bright and interesting. Joe is peculiarly well fitted for this 
assignment. The job of “keeping cases” on our men and 
women in the service was tossed at him early in the war— 
and he was happy to get it. He really enjoys this sort of 
thing. He has a true historian’s passion for reducing great 
masses of undigested facts to understandable form, and he 
mas built up a card index record of employees in the service 
which is the last word in efficiency. With splendid help 
from other departments—particularly the plant department 
—he pursues correct addresses to their lair with the zeal of 
a bloodhound. It is from his super-accurate list that we make 
mailings of the “News” to our fighting employees. These 
mailings rarely fail to reach their various destinations in all 
parts of the world. When an occasional one does come back, 
aiter having traveled from hither to yon until the envelope. 
is practically in shreds, Joe takes it very hard indeed and he 
is a bit difficult to get along with until he has wrung a cor- 
rect address out of some relative or friend of the employee 
involved. 


Shortly after Pearl Harbor, Joe declared to me that he 
hoped there would be no repetition of this Company’s failure 
to keep complete and accurate records of our employee-par- 
ticipants in World War I. He even intimated that he’d be 
willing to see that it didn’t happen—which was why he got 
the job! If adequate records of our participation in the other 
war were kept, they have long since disappeared. Some of 
us, who are old-timers now, can remember that there was a 
service flag which was carried by the employees who' 
marched in the big parade on Armistice Day, 1918. Its 
whereabouts today is a complete mystery! For years, a| 
fairly representative collection of pictures of World War 1 
soldiers and sailors hung in the Lincoln club room. During | 
one of the periodic rehabilitations of the club room during 
the past quarter century, the pictures were given the old 
heave-ho—right into Mr. Hartley’s outstreched arms. He 
stowed them away in our historical collection. That was just | 
so much solid gain. But, to get a reasonably complete list of 
our soldiers and sailors of World War I, it is necessary to turn 
to the files of the “News” of that period—there to dig your 
list painfully and laboriously out of a welter of tiny personal 
items. When World War II is ended, the Hartley card file 
will go into our permanent historical files, and future search- 
ers after authentic data will find there the individual service | 


articles.” 
such 
made for educational pur- 
poses, for medical or surgical 
} expense, 
stocks, bonds or other invest- 
ment securities, 


needs—exactly as 


home appliances, auto acces- 


‘during a period not to exceed | 
fifteen months. 


edly stated, the Credit Asso- 
ciation exists soely for the 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


“CREDIT CO-OP" 


From Page Il, Col. 6 


paid in so short a time as to| > 


make the monthly payments 
too large to be undertaken. 
This fact is true, of course, in| 
the case of items which come, 
under the head of “listed 
But there are no 
restrictions on loans 


for purchase of 


or for the 
payment of city, county, state 
‘or income taxes. Loans may 
also be made on real estate 


‘secured by mortgage. For all 


‘terms and payments.may be 
adjusted to the borrower’s 


in “pre- 


war” days. 


Loans may be made for a 
period of twelve months, and 


loans of the above types, 
on a basis of two-thirds of the 


cost, for the purchase of furni- 


ture, Wearing apparel, radios, 


sories, etc., or for services 
such as house painting, redec- 
orating or reconditioning, fur- 
nace repairs, plumbing re- 


pairs, etc. 


Loans to be used for the’ 
payment of outstanding bills) 
may be made for a period| 
not to exceed six months, 
while loans for the purchase 
of automobiles may be ar- 
ranged on a basis of two- 
thirds of the purchase price, | 
with repayments to be made 


| 


As the “News” has repeat- 


benefit of its employee-mem- 
bers. It belongs to them and 
is operated by them. It can 
solve a great many problems 
for you if given an opportun- 


getting the full benefit from 
your connection with this 
group if you fail to give it the 
opportunity. 


"Journey's End” 


RAY WAIT, brother of Ralph 
KE. Wait, Western district 
clerk, passed away May 26 
at a hospital in Omaha. 
Funeral services were held 
in Comstock, Nebr., May 29. 


record of every employee who followed the flag—a record |MR. BERNARD D. GORMAN, 


complete in such details as induction dates, promotions, 
changes of address, etc. In addition, future historians will 
find our present service flag well preserved—and they will 
find in its complete form the enduring Honor Roll plaque 
which now hangs in our general office lobby, and to which 
new name plates are added almost every week. To make a 
record in pictorial form, Mr. Hartley is building up an album 
of photographs which he hopes to have complete when the 
contlict is over. To secure pictures of identical size for this | 
album, he re-photographs all pictures of employees in uni-| 
form which come into his possession, and he prints them in 
tee saa 4x5 size on glossy paper. From this album, which | 
a loose-leaf affair, we plan to build a most interesting | 
scitadiont display when peace comes—after which the album | 
will be retired to our historical collection for the benefit of | 
posterity. Mr. Hartley has not been able to secure pictures 
of every employee in the service, and from time to time he | 
sends out a clarion call for help—which we hope you will | 
heed when it comes in your direction. 


{ tell you all the above facts in order that you may know that | 
we are leaving no stones unturned to compile a perfect record of the | 
war activities of our employees. I also hope that I have made under- | 
standable our reasons for removing the “With The Colors” honor. 
roll from these pages. Some may lament its departure, although I. 
believe all will agree that Mr. Hartley’ s column packs a bigger wallop | | 
in the matter of “reader interest.’”’ The published honor roll seemed | 
like a swell idea when we started it out with a few names. We could | 
think of no better way to honor our employees for their patriotism | 
than to print their names under this heading each month for the. 
duration, But, as the list widened out to two columns, and then to | 
three, it dawned upon us that we had a bear by the tail. The in- | 
trinsic “reader interest” value of this list of names was not great 
enough to justify the amount of space it was absorbing. We shall | 
continue to publish the names of new entrants into the service as 
they join up. We shall give the total number in the service at the end 


father of A. B. Gorman, ic 
cal commercial office, Lin- 
coln, passed away on May 5) 
at San Francisco, California. 
Funeral services and burial 
were at Genoa, Nebraska. 
Mr. Oak E. Davis of Lincoln 
officiated. 


\MR. THOMAS F. EGAN, 
brother of M. F. Egan, 
local commercial office, 
Lincoln, died on May 21 at 
St. Elizabeth’s hospital, Lin- 
coln. Funeral services were 
held at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
and burial was at Calvary 
cemetery. 


There are twice as many 
\telephones in the United 
States to speed up today’ S war 
effort as there were in World 
War I. 


| 
ity to do so, and you are 
| 


Jingle Jangle Angle 


Which is longer — the ring sail 
the pause? 
‘radio quiz 


* 


| George Burt. 


Ee xade ka e+ #848 8] Also fo fo, avall have, een the|“in th 


eek 


+ 
Service Stars = 
: 

We can keep this department * 
> 


in and interesting with your 
help. May we depend upon it? 


samara 
| 


EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 
THE SERVICE DURING MAY 


MOREANE ALLDRITT, 
David City Traffic Department. 
ROYCE V. HILMER, ° 
Construction Department. 
DEAN W. DOUGLAS, 
Construction Department. 
DONALD D. WREDE, 
Construction Department. 
HAROLD BRADY, 
Accounting Department. 
WESLEY E. HAYES, 
Construction Department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORES—$91 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 


The 91 employees who are now 
in service are divided as follows: 
Army, 62; Navy, 15; Marine, 6; 
Coast Guard, 1; WAAC, 3; and 
four now being processed through | 
the reception centers. | 


Fourteen of this number are) 
now in foreign service or on are | 
seas. They are: Kenneth Boshart, | 
Roy W. Nyden, Bev Ott, Ted Ray, 
Boyd Wedgwood, Charles Con- 
nors, Don Smith, Don Cunning- 
ham, Erwin Klundt, Chauncey 
Erickson, Gerald Henderson, 
James Baxter, Giles Gere and 
Two others, George 
Fech and Ray Chambers, have re- 
cently embarked for an unknown 
destination. 


Pfe. BILL HUDDLESTON 
writes of an incident which puts 
a new wrinkle in the old army 
gag. Bill has just completed a 
course in the Telephone school 
at the Marine Corps base at Santa 
Barbara, California. Says Bill, “I 
did get a chance to practice some 
telephone work the other day. 
The communications officer came 
in and asked if I was the tele- 
phone man and of course I said 
‘yes. So he took me out and 
showed me 128 miles of wire that 
had to be unloaded—and another 
sucker and I had to unload it, but 
that is the way it goes.” 


Seaman 2/c ROGER MOORE is 
deep in study at the Aeographers 
school at Lakehurst, New = 


And now it is Captain ROD 
ANDREWS. Those of us who have 
tried vainly to enter into corres- 
pondence with the new captain 
are convinced that he has earned 
the promotion by the sweat of 
his brow. He must be working 
hard, for he never answers letters. 


Also to no avail have been the 


June ,1943 


“in the pink” and that the Ger- 


threats and efforts which have|}mans were not half so tough as 


been brought to bear upon Rod 
to have his picture taken and 
sent in for publication—and Rod 
should know better than that . 

In our files is a picture of the 
monstrosity type, taken of Rod in 
an unguarded, unshaven moment 
back in the days when no one 


% | saluted him. Good old Rod hates 


that portrait with all the intensity 
that can be built up in his small 
but mighty frame—and if we 
have to get tough about this pic- 
ture business we shall do so with 
both pleasure and gusto. 


Aux. RUTH TRUTNA is now 
assigned to the 505th WAAC Op- 
erations Company at Orlando, 
Florida. She was formerly sta- 
tioned at Camp Polk, Louisiana. 


Lt. THAD CONE, Base Signal 
Officer at Geiger Field, Spokane, 
Washington writes: “Tell all the 
gang that life in the Army is far 
from life in the good old L. T. & 
T. Company. We work sixteen 
hours a day... no overtime.” 


Aviation anda! EUGENE BUR- 
CHESS, now at Brook Field, Tex- 
as, is expecting to receive his 
wings on June 25th, with possible 
future assignment on some island 
along the gulf coast for intensive 
training. 


One of the most touching letters 
yet received from men in service 
(eight pages—closely written), 
came recently from Lt. ADE 
NEWENS. Stationed at Chandler, 
Arizona, Ade has become quite 
chummy with various fauna of 
the locality which include species 
of the gila monster, tarantula, 
horned toad, rattler and the like. 
Ade’s letter, from “Dear sir’ to 

“yours truly,” deals exclusively 
with the fact that nothing in this 
line that he has met or seen since 
leaving Lincoln has been able to 
displace Gorman in his affections. 
For Dobson’s benefit, the pun 
should be added that while Ade is 
well up on his Arizona “fauna” 
he is leaving “flora” strictly alone. 


Looking fit, happy and trim in 
her “sun-tan” issue, Corporal 
WILMA McINTIRE was back on 
a short furlough from Fort Ogel- 
thorpe, Georgia. Wilma carried 
her bowling ball back to the Fort 
with her, hoping that, with her 
basic training days behind her, 
she may find time to improve her 
gunnery on the 1-3 pocket. 


Lt. BILL MORRIS is now with 
the army air force at Maxwell 
Field, Alabama. 


Captain DON CUNNINGHAM 
was one of our boys who was “in” 
on the North African affair from 
start to finish. When last heard 
from Don was at Tobruk, pos- 
sibly on a salvage assignment in 
the wake of Rommel’s long re- 
treat. Don sends word that he is 


eS 


he expected them to be. 


DEAN DOUGLAS, apprentice 
seaman, will receive his training 
at Camp Hill, Farragut, Idaho. 


Two of our number have re- 
ceived their releases from the 
army under the provisions of the 
act which permits the retirement 
from service of men of more than 
thirty-eight years of age. Pvt. 
HUMPHREY D. ASH has re- 
turned from Camp Bowie, Texas, 
and is again with the construc- 
tion department. Pvt. G.S. HART 
has accepted employment at the 
N.A.D. at Hastings, after being 


released from Camp _ Whitside, - 


Kansas. 


Pvt. CLOYD D. BUCKNELL 
has been assigned to the 20th 
Armored Division at Camp Camp- 
bell, Kentucky. 


These are busy days for the 
most of us and the problems and 
restrictions of the times must be 
given their due consideration. But 
we must not become so preoccu- 


pied that we forget or neglect to . 


write often to these friends and 
buddies who are “out yonder” 
somewhere. It is generally known 
that letters from ‘back home” 
form an essential part in the 
building of soldier morale. The 
latest available address of an em- 
ployee in service may be obtained 
from the Telephone News office 
or by calling P.B.X. No. 15. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


FRITZ NOBLE, 
lst Lieutenant to Captain. 
ROD ANDREWS, 
lst Lieutenant to Captain. 
WILMA McINTIRE, 
Auxiliary to Corporal. 
BEV OTT, 
Private to Sergeant. 
KEN BOSHART, 
Private to Staff Sergeant. 
DON RUTLEDGE, 
Private to Corporal. 
JOHN FISCHER, 
Private to Corporal. 
BOYD WEDGWOOD, 
Sergeant to Tech. Sergeant. 
PHIL GARVEY, 
Tech. Sergeant to 2nd Lieut. 
DAN SMITH, 
2nd Lieut. to lst Lieut. 


HOME ON FURLOUGH 


WILMA McINTIRE from Fort 


Ogelthorpe, Georgia. 

DICK HARTLEY from Camp 
Barkeley, Texas. 

GAY HENDERSON from Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky. 

PHIL GARVEY from Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J. (enrout to Tucson, 
Arizona). 

CLYDE WHITTINGTON from 
Petaluma, California. 


There’s enough metal in a 
broken-down farm tractor to 
make 38 .30-caliber machine guns. 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION'S SERVICE 


1. Lieut. F. W. “Bill” Morris, of the Lincoln business office. He entered the service in October, 1942, 


That question on a/as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Signal Corps. He spent a training period at Fort Monmouth, N. J., and 
program didn’t stop /|is now stationed at Maxwell Field, Ala. 2. Corp. Wilma McIntire, of the Lincoln business office. Wilma 


one man. He happened to be a! was our first WAAC, entering the service in October, 1942. She took her training at Des Moines, and 
telephone man, and he knew that 


is now at Fort Ogelthorpe, Ga. 3. Lieut. Dan W. Smith, formerly district clerk at Beatrice. Dan en- 
most telephone ringing machines | tered the service in March, 1941. For some time past he has been a member of the staff and faculty 
alternate a 4-second pause with a | of the Signal Corps school ‘at Fort Monmouth, N. J: 4. Pvt. George E. Fech, who was a groundman in 
2-second ring. Also, he knew by | the construction department before “joining up” in November, 1942. He is now on foreign service. 
‘heart the admonition: Wait for |5. Sergeant Ned Johnson, of the construction department. Ned entered the army in July, 1942, and is 
at least 10 rings—about a minute | at present at Camp Swift, Tex. 6. Seaman Ist class Archie E. Stansbury, who was a combinationman 
_—for an answer before you hang |at Beatrice until he entered the service in December, 1942. He is now located at the Navy Pier, in 
‘up. It adds up, you see. | Chicago. 


of each month. For the rest, Mr. Hartley will dish out excerpts from | 
letters, authentic information about promotions, furloughs, etc., and 
such choice bits of gossip about our service people as come to him 
from the helping hands of all of you. Shoot the stuff to Joe—either 
by mail or over Extension 18. He’s our “clearing house” for informa- 
tion of this type, and you’ll make no mistake in “telling him all” 
on this subject! —N. O. 
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Eastern District 


or 


. > Si iene hie 
Fayiss Layer, Associate Editor 


Beaver Crossing 


Bernice Gary is enjoying a pleasant | 


vacation in Beaver Crossing 
rine Harter is a new student operator 


David City 


Latest news from the 
letter 

‘“‘ex-chief,” 
right in the swing of Army life, having 
drawn K. P. duty the first Sunday, 
waded through mud and water on the 
parade grounds in four buckle over- 
shoes, and was made Squadron leader. 
Genevieve Griffin, “ex-assistant 
" informs us of her orders for in- 
on June 3. The David 
girls entertained at a Mother’s 
breakfast at the Perkins Hotel on 
2y 16. The menu consisted of grape- 
scrambled eggs and ham, baking 
powder biscuits, jell and coffee. Cor- 
sages of red and white carnations were 
worn. The guest list included mothers 
of the girls as well as a few friends. 


err 39T 
Li ead, 


Betty Northway and Ruby Muller 
missed the breakfast to do the work 
upstairs. . Irene Swan has replaced 
Moreane Alldritt as chief overator. 
Elaine Marquis is replacing Genevieve 
Griffin as the assistant chief operator. 
Both girls are doing a splendid job. 

A farewell party was given on 


WAAC's—a | 
received from Moreane Alldritt, | 
on May 15 stated that she is | 


Apri 30 for Moreane and Genevieve at | 


the telephone office. The guests at- 
tended the movie after dinner... . My 
goodness! Nothin’ but parties! This 
time it was given for Betty Michael, 


who leaves for California the first part | 


of June. The girls gave Betty a picnic 
luncheon at seven, and again took in 
the show. (Different show 
The new student onverators are 
Muller and Evelyn Soukup. .. 

frene Swan and Elaine Marquis 
tended a C. O. 
Monday, May 24. 
Campbell were 
day for the University graduation. 
Their son, Gordon, graduated that dav 
from the college of engineering. _ 
Here's a choice bit of news. After al- 
most a year’s grumbling 
telephone building’s insulation, ventila- 


| — 
Rub) 


Mr. 


however). | 


at- | 
meeting in Lincoln on | 
and Mrs. | 
in Lincoin the same | 


about the | 


tion, and what have you, Andv Holt | 


found 


has the root of his troubles. | 
Nope, it’s not the fault of the building, 
not sinus trouble either. It’s just bad | 


tonsils 


is stull going to the hospital and leave 
mis tonsils there. 


Garland 


Sadie Doyle, a former Lincoln opera- 
tor, Who resides in Washington, D. C. 
is spending a two weeks’ vacation visit- 
ing her mother, Mrs. Meyer. ... Miss 
Rawley, general traffic department, in 
Lincoin, spent the week-end of Mav 
22 with Mrs. Meyer. 


Nebraska City 


Although the “month of brides” isn’t 
here yet, two of our operators are cer- 
tainly ahead of the season. Jean Jactix- 
son, and John Tigner were united in 
marriage April 18 at Papillion 
“Snookie” Beason said “I do” at 
Coffeyville, Kansas, April 24. The 
lucky man is Cpl. Larry Smith of 
Hastings, Michigan, now stationed at 
Coffeyville. ... And then there is Nellie 
Thompson who surprised everyone by 
going to Roc'xport, Mo. for her solemn 
promise on May 1. The bridegroom is 
Walter Rader of Nebraska City. Con- 
gratulations and best wishes to all of 
you. Evalyn Sprague spent the 
week-end of April 24 in Wymore. .. . 
A novel way of showing off one’s 
Easter bonnet was demonstrated by 
Josie Shoemaker when she went for a 
ride Sunday afternoon in the tradi- 
tional “‘one hoss shay.’’ What we would 
like to have seen was Josie when she 
took 


over the reins. . Louise 
Fritsch and Erma Brandt “did the 
town”’ 


at Omaha on April 28 when the 
seniors at St. Bernard's Academy had 
their sneak day. ... Evelyn Letellier 
and Charlotte Seely were in Omaha 
shopping on April 28. They also. went 
to see Tommy Dorsey. Velma 


Seared to death as he is, Andy | 
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1. Dick Spohn, disbursements accountant, Lincoln, grows a bit pensive as he rassles with codes and classifications. 2. How many fathers 
could get into their old uniforms and pose for a picture like this? Here we have Lee Millohlen, combinationman at Hastings, and his 
son, Gale, who is a Seaman 2nd class. Lee was a Gunner’s Mate in World War I, and he had no trouble at all climbing into the 


uniform he has saved all these years. 


Lincoln. 


3. Homer Woods, left, and Ardell Robinson, two valuable veterans of the general shop crew, in 


4. A most attractive member of our Lincoln toll operating force is Velma Baade. 5. He sticks pretty close to his office and, 


as a result, is not so well known to territory folks, but here is the amiable and efficient Fred J. Bettenhausen, chief clerk in the treas- 


urer’s office, Lincoln. 


Helen Wehmer, chief operator at Sterling, and Beth Schoenholz. 


6. Smiling at you from a cozy nook in the Lincoln traffic department rest room are, left to right, Betty Jansen, 


7. Mary, the third of the well known pew ecueae? iets have 
pooled their efforts for many years in the interests of good telephone service at Hebron. 8. Two fellows who are well wort _Knowing— 
Gerald Caley and Floyd Nave, plant department, Fairbury. They did a swell job of “carrying the ball” for Wire Chief J. C. “Red” Gear 
recently, when illness compelled that popular veteran to take a rest. 


. .. Margery Wenninghoff, Paul- 
and Joyce Tucker accom- 


Day. 
ine Martz, 


_ panied Mr. Ager on a trip to Burr and 


| buck visited her 


Abker attended the alumni dance at | 


Stella on April 30. . 
had the honor of being chosen May 
queen for the May fete at St. Ber- 
nard’s Academy. Maxine Meyer 


spent the week-end of May 15 at 
Dunbar. 
Platismouth 
An enjoyable two weeks’ vacation 


was spent by Thelma Tritsch, clerk, 
in San Francisco where she visited her 
sister. We wish to extend our 
heartiest welcome to Frankie Krejci, 
our new relief operator, and Elizabeth 
Edwards, who was transferred from the 
Louisville exchange... . Mary Alyce 
MeClanahan has returned to work 
after a couple weeks illness. It’s nice 
to have you back, Mary. 


Seward 

For years we were aware when 
spring was really here for Mr. Mapel 
would be seen in his shirt sleeves and 
no vest, but not Mr. Haberman—his 
pockets are so heavily laden with what- 
nots that he feels he cannot abandon 
his vest. . . We are very sorry for 
{van Haith. It seems while 
with some bees one of them attacked 
him and the result is a swollen eye. 
Roberta Redman, operator at 
Friend, visited the Seward office on 

May 22. 
Hegelhaly are new student operators. 
Dorothy Lange spent the week- 


end of May 22 visiting her sister in 


working | 


. . Louise: Pritscn | t22t Povothy's 


Douglas. . Joyee Tucker spent the 
week-end of May 29 in Linco!n with her 
sister. 

Wahoo 


If anyone in the territory is inter- 
ested in taking a few “scalping” les- 
sons, kindly see Ed Flowerday, com- 
binationman at Wahoo. Recently Ed 
was in the process of chopping some 
wood in the backyard of his home and 
as he swung the axe upward it caught 
on the clothes line. Well—the result 
was almost one less scalp on Ed’s head. 
Ed was seen about the office with 
quite a bandage on his ‘“‘top” for sev- 
eral days after his “hair raising” (oh 
yeah) experience. We are still wonder- 
ing if he was trying to get rid of him- 
self or whether or not he was merely 
practicing some of his Indian tactics. 
ae Maxine Heidbreder spent the 
week-end of May 16 at her home in 
Utica. . . On May 23, Dorothy Vant 
and Margaret Schroeder went to Green- 
wood. Dorothy Bratrsovsky and 
Zella Preston spent an enjoyable week- 
end in Seward on May 22 and 23 visit- 
ing at Zella’s home. ... Hazel Hagen- 


on May 18... . We wish to welcome 
Catherine Gorman our new student 
operator. We enjoy having you with us, 
Catherine. . . . Dorothy Johnson spent 
her vacation in Albany, Georgia, where 
her brother, who is stationed at Turner 
Field, graduated and _ received his 
“wings.” A little birdie also told us 
boy friend, who is 


| stationed at Camp Carson, was home 
/on furlough and the last few days o7 
| Dorothy’s vacation was spent with him. 


ots Erona Shonka spent May 39 in 
David City. We were happy to 
have S. F. Bush and Harry Moss with 
us during the week of May 23. Area 
Manager Dorland was trying to ge’ 
Harry Moss to play golf with him, but 
much to his dismay he was unsuccess- 
ful. Harry merely expressed his opin- 
ion of “golfers’’-—‘*‘A man who plays 
golf is crazy, or at least it would help 
if he was.” 


Lincoln Departments 


Ruth Brown, Associate Editor 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


If anyone has a favorite “ration 
recipe’’ they may send it to any one 
of the three new brides in the depart- 
ment, namely, Margaret Sullivan 
Reese, Doretta Harnett Drennen, and 


Betty Kabat Fastabend. Congratulations 


and 


girls! 
realize 


Virginia 
was so 


best wishes, 


Barnard didn't she 


‘terribly left-handed until she received 
'a beautiful diamond from a Lieutenant. 


_ with 
Ruth Burns and Opal | 


Now she says she just can’t do a thing 
her right hand! Catherine 
Daugherty was confined to a hospital 


‘and to her home for a few days by 


illness but is back with us again and 
feeling fine... . Maxine White resigned 
and then went to the hospital for an 


| appendectomy. We'll bet it was a picnic 


/Maxine’s marvelous sense of 


Aurora. Lydia Krugshauser and | 
Martha Merz attended a telephone 
meeting in Lincoln on May 24. 
Syracuse 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Ager entertained 
Dr. and Mrs. Neely on Decoration 


} 
i 
} 
' 


for the doctors and nurses, what with 
humor! 

Well, folks, one of our girls 
joined the army! Of course, we mean 


relatives in Fremont | 


her husband, “Deep In The Heart Of | soon. After two years Herman Studier 


Dallas!” We'll all miss Elaine but we 
realize she’ll be ‘So Nice To Come 
Home To’’—so best wishes Lt. and 
Mrs. Manion! ... We're glad to have 
“Hank”? Ames back in the department 
for awhile. He looks right at home. 
Hank has been on pension but is help- 
ing us out during the rush... . Teresa 
Berlowitz spent a few days in Omaha 
with her husband, Lt. Berlowitz. ... 
Marguerite Holbrook and Gerry Amend 
spent their vacations in very interesting 
places. Marguerite visited in California 
and Gerry painted Chicago a beautiful 
color. . Elvannah Hausner has re- 
turned to the revenue section after a 
leave of absence. ...A newcomer to 
the same section is Dorothy Manifold. 
Not to be outdone, the disbursement 
section welcomed a new girl too. Mary 
Ann Peterson is the name... . Frances 
Virgil spent the Memorial week-end 
at David City. Several girls went out 
'of town to visit their parents over the 
holiday. Among them were Eunice 
Carlson. Anita Hult, Leota Kastens, 
'Irene Siefert, and Adeline Carlson... . 
|'Rose Riggs visited her daughter at 
Wichita and Ann Keegan visited her 
family at Tecumseh. ... The depart- 
ment had to be especially careful for 
|} awhile about the committing of crimes. 
Bruce Sievers was serving on the jury 
for a number of days and it would 
|have been a little embarrassing for 
|any of us to have been on trial. . 
|The beginning of this column reads 
“Accounting and Engineering Depart- 
ments’? but it seems that the Engin- 
eers are so busy they have no social 
life ’er somethin’. But we think you 
' should know that they are still around. 
| Outside of office hours you'll find them 
| doing all the usual things, raising “V” 
| gardens, listening to the war news, or 
| playing with the kids. However, we 
'can mention that Bernard Burden 
dropped in recently on a visit home 
| from Washington, which thrilled every- 
one a lot. He seemed like the same old 
/Bernard. which was quite a_ sur- 
prise because we figured Washington 
life would change him. You know— 
associating with all ‘‘them big shots” 
and everything! 


Construction Department 
L. C. Jenkins, Associate Editor 


Tuesday morning, June 1, a group 
meeting was held in the warehouse. 
The picture ‘‘Hidden Hunger’ was 
| Shown. This is a nutrition picture and 
/gives us a better idea of what we 
| Should buy and eat in the way of foods 
in order to keep physically fit. Also a 
reel on Accident Prevention correlated 
with First Aid was shown. . We 
heard from Bill Huddleston, former 
emplovee now stationed at Santa Bar- 
bara, California. Bill is going through 
a lot of rugged training in preparation 
of being made into a tough marine. 
. Sterling Dobbs is now located at 
San Antonio, Texas where he is taking 
basic pilot training. He now has 65 
log hours of flying to his credit. ... 
_Also a recent Air Corps graduate is 
Leslie Hansen, son of George Hansen, 
who has been attending the air school] 
at San Antonio, Texas. His present 
|location is unknown. . O. A. Nelson 
‘is slowly recovering from a recent ill- 


a set 


/and 


nS 


only literally. Elaine Manion has joined | ness and expects to be back to work | 


his gangs finally finished the 
estimates in connection with the 
A. T. & T. transcontinental cable. ... 
FLASH! Vera Baade gets mixed up 
with the police at two o’clock in the 
morning, May 22, 1943. Here is the 
story as told by Vera Baade herself! 
Friday night, May 21, Vera arrived 
home from work. She opened the door 
of her room and immediately she 
missed her radio. Then she found that 
her clock was gone. A little later on 
she discovered that her typewriter 
was also missing. This was too much 
for Vera so she decided that she had 
been robbed. In view of this she de- 
cided to call the police. She had 
come to the conclusion that her room- 
mate must be the guilty thief! She 
gave the police a description of her 
roommate whom the police later picked 
up getting off a bus in Omaha. They 
brought the robber back to Lincoln 
about two o'clock in the morning. At 
this hour they decided to call Vera 
out of bed requesting that she come to 
the station and make some: identifica- 
tions. After a little argument about 
walking to the police station at such 
an hour, the police decided to come 
and get Vera and give her a little ride! 
Vera discovered that her roommate 
was truly a thief and at this writing 
Vera is slowly getting back many per- 
sonal belongings. To add insult to in- 
jury, while walking home with some 
of the recovered possessions Vera 
stumbled and fell ruining her precious 
Nylons and saddest of all A PAIR OF 
SHOES; Need we say Vera is unhappy? 


General Offices 
Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 


O. L. Sturtevant, plant statistician, 
and Mrs. Sturtevant spent Memorial 
week-end at York. They visited Mrs. 
Sturtevant’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Connant. ... Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Bet- 
tenhausen celebrated their silver wed- 
ding anniversary by entertaining a 
number of friends and relatives Sunday 
evening, May 23. A wedding cake, with 
white tapers, white roses, and a silver 
bell was used in the table decorations. 
It was an especially happy occasion as 
their son, Don, who is employed in an 
aircraft factory at Wichita, Kansas, 
was able to be home. Mr. Betten- 
hausen is employed in the treasury’s 
office. Lulu Kloepper, general 
plant department, accompanied by her 
mother, drove to Sidney, Nebraska io 
spend one week’s vacation. They visited 
Miss Kloepper’s sister and family. She 
States that the time was spent in re- 
laxing and eating their fill of fried 
chicken, 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


Our old friend and neighbor in the 
construction office next door, Lloyd 
Jenkins, recently made good use of his 
skill in first-aid technique to help a 
seriously injured boy. Lloyd and 
George Meyers were on their way to 
conduct a first-aid class one evening, 
when they came upon the scene of an 
accident. Believing their presence to 
be needed, they stopped to investigate 
and found that an eleven year old 
boy had been run over by an auto- 


mobile, suffering severe fractures of 
both legs. Taking charge immediately, 
Lloyd asked Mr. Meyer to keep the 
victim lying down, while the police 
kept the crowd back and ambulance 
attendants brought blankets to keep 
him warm. As soon as a doctor had 
been notified and the victim had been 
made as comfortable as possible, the 
two instructors proceeded to place im- 
provised splints on each of the boy’s 
legs, which immediately eased the 
pain and greatly lessened the severe 
shock. Dr. G. E. Lewis, who attended 
the boy, said upon his arrival at the 
hospital that the two men had done 
an excellent job of splinting the vic- 
tim’s legs and probably saved the 
young fellow’s life. Our comment is 
that Lloyd justly deserves this praise. 
. . Frank Donovan recently received 
from the war department the post- 
humous awards of the purple heart 
and the air medal to his son, Sergeant 
Francis Donovan, for meritorious serv- 
ice and wounds received in action 
which resulted in his death on Febru- 
ary 7, 1943. In a measure the awards 
are a consolation to Frank and his 
many friends here, and we take pride 
in Sergeant Donovan’s heroism in face 
of certain death. ... We have two new 
workers in the storeroom. One is 
Richard B. Hobson, son of John Hob- 
son of the construction department, 
who is assisting Ben Ferguson in the 
“Used Hardware Department.” The 
other is Richard Wismer who replaces 
James Johnson on the delivery truck. 
Jimmy is doing general work in the 
storeroom. Paul Henson, who has 
been working week-ends as part-time 
warehouseman and watchman is now 
employed full time in the general re- 
pair shop. ... In spite of various re- 
strictions, the fishing topic is still alive 
as ever. We feel that we accomplished 
some good when we cautioned Wesley 
Haas about driving so far to fish. He 
hasn't been out of town since, but has 
confined his fishing to Oak Lake in the 
northwestern part of the city with 
very good results, according to his 
claims. Wes said that he has been 
pulling out Minnesota bullheads by 
the barrel every week-end and, in a 
rash moment, promised everyone in the 
shop a big fish dinner. Since then 
he has been in a terrific sweat for 
fear that those Minnesota bullheads 
won’t put in their appearance when 
the dinner comes off. Better keep 
away from the fish market, Wes—we 
can tell the difference! . Milton 
Royce and Richard Grant, the “Abbott 
and Costello” team of the- shop, have 
been putting in their week-ends fish- 
ing near Milford and Memphis. The 
two embryo fishetmen did not even 
have the usual beginner’s luck and 
have been telling us they could start 
a sardine factory with the small fry 
they caught and had to throw back 
into the water! ’ Harry Schilling 
moved to 525 So. 17th street on May 
26 to be closer in to the warehouse. 
Harry says he won’t have to “thumb” 
rides any more now! ... At this writ- 
ing, your correspondent is going on 
his vacation June 1 to 15. As _ usual, 
he plans to put in his time catching 
up on the never-ending chores around 
his house and hopes to do something 
about those dandelions in his lawn! 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 


We have thought for some.time that 
Darwin might be right and our belief 
turned out to be on a solid foundation. 
“Swede” Wohlberg was climbing trees 
out in his Peanut Hill plantation try- 
ing to be a “Tarzan” of the apes, but 
he found he wasn’t as good as the ape 
man. Maybe he was using his magic 
eye, we don’t know, but anyway he 
reached for a branch and the branch 
wasn’t there, and shortly, to make it 
unanimous, Wohlberg wasn’t there 
either. He was on the ground looking 
up, and a sadder but wiser man. We 
were mighty worried when we learned 
that he had several broken limbs, and 
especially when we found that none of 
them were his. They all came off of 
the tree, and it takes years to grow a 
good tree limb. .. . We walked by the 
cashiers’ cage recently, you know where 
Verna Alexander, Myrtle Hiner and 
Ruth Franklin hang out, and we heard 
an uncommon amount of ranting and 
groaning. Pausing to inquire, we found 
that their coin changing machines 
needed cleaning so, with the moral , 
support of our D.C.M., K. B. Cary, we 
took them apart and cleaned them up. 
Everything was fine until we started 
putting them back together when we 
found that a few odds and ends were 
left over. Somebody ought to tell 
manufacturers that you can’t get two 
handfuls of parts into one handful of 
machine. It just can’t be done. How- 
ever, the girls were highly appreciative 
and thanked us profusely which, be- 
ing the gentlemen that we are, we 
brushed lightly aside. We felt good 
we could help them out and were glad 
to do it. And-after all why shouldn’t 
we clean their machines just that once, 
When they have been cleaning us all 
these years. . . . First it was hair rib- 
bons for Janice Lamb, and now she has 
gone in for bracelets, and in a big 
way. We saw one the other day and 
while we wouldn’t Say it was large, 
we did hear that they used it in the 
Ship’s hold for ballast on the way Over. 
It weighs slightly less than a block 
buster, but the worst feature as we 
Saw it was that when you put it on 
once you couldn’t get it off again. 
That, of course, complicates matters, 
and under the circumstances probably 
the thing to do so she would be most 
valuable would be to just turn her in 
for the scrap drive... . Claude Helm, 
the man with the surplus of number 17 
stamps, is both happy and unhappy. 
A jeep piloted by two WAACSs drove up 
in front of the office recently and 
stopped with a jerk. The WAACS got 
out and looked inside, and it turned out 
that the “Jerk” was Helm. He came 
in and told everybody about how he 
enjoys his work now that they have 
WAACS at the Air Base and how they 
enjoy him. But we heard that life 
there is not all a path of roses. They 
tell us that he tangled with an MP. 
out at the Air Base the other day about 
parking on the wrong spot and came 
off second best. The M.P. asked him 
if he wanted a ticket or if he wanted 
to move the car, whereupon, Helm 
ruffled up and did a lot of talking 
and arm waving which didn’t perturb 
the M.P. in the least, who merely re- 
peated in a tired voice, ‘Do you want a 
ticket or do you want to move the 
car?’’ Which, of course, started more 
arm waving and talking. This went 
on for hours with Helm finally giving 
up through sheer physical exhaustion 
and moving the car. . Maybe we 
shouldn’t tell Eggerss about this be- 
cause we don’t want to ruin his faith 
in his fellow men. But we feel he 
Should know that when you match 
pennies ‘‘odd man buys the coffee” 
you have to be careful not to run into 
the old frame up gag of two men 
turning up heads _ indefinitely. Of 
course, his good friends wouldn’t cheat 
him, but when he is among strangers 
he should be on guard... . Our friend, 
George Walroth, strode wrathfully in 
the other day practically frothing at 
the mouth and started a vehement 
dissertation on the subject of our re- 
lationship to the genus of rats and 
snakes, etc. He didn’t mention Newens, 
however, so at least he doesn’t think 
we are a skunk. And he even went 
so far as to say that he would include 
certain members of our family in his 
opinion. Our first thought was that 
possibly the wife had run over him 
with the car, and naturally it worried 
us considerably because you’ can 
easily dent a fender that way. But that 
wasn’t it. If you will recall, a menu 
came out a month or so ago about 
Walroth’s winning the coffee from 
Cleveland and then having the loaded 
cigarette explode, filling the cup with 
tobacco, and then to top it off his 
family dropped in and he had to buy 
them chocolate nut sundaes. And he 
was not happy. Well, somehow a copy 
of this menu found its way into the 
hands of our cousin stationed in the 
South Pacific. He wrote Walroth and 
told him the Japs had found out about 
the incident and were dropping the 
menus over allied bases as_ propa- 
ganda to lower the soldiers’ morale by 
showing them what a bunch of heels 
they were fighting for back home. 
However, we don’t think we should 
shoulder all the blame. In the first 
place we had practically nothing to 
do with it, and in the second place 
we can’t help it if Walroth is a heel. 
... And speaking a little further about 
Walroth and Cleveland, we might give 
you some more inside dope about this 
coffee buying gag. As you probably 
know, they lay bets on their bowling 
scores each week mainly, as far as we 
can see so they can go around blow- 
ing about their games and what great 
athletes they are. But you can’t fool 
people about things like that. We 
talked to several, and everybody is 
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pretty much agreed that they 

semble athletes in only one respect. 
They don’t look like athletes or even 
act like athletes, but everyone will 
admit that they smell like athletes. 
Which reminds us that people fre- 


quentiv mistook Woods for an athlete 


when he was here. 
Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

We are sorry to report that L. C. 

Anderson is back in the hospital re- 

covering from another operation which 

took place Monday, 


re- | 


the nicest gardens in Table Rock, but). . 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


% | 
have Mrs. Naida Fanders back with terminal room open far enough to | to work but we know that shel 


us. 


trict (Ed. Note: 

“largest?”” He can’t be that big!) 
Leland (Brag-Em-Up) Hodge, of Be- 
atrice. Mr. Hodge says he has one of 


| 


| 


George Summers dropped 


Francis Darnold is 
still with us helping ‘Doc’? Wilson in- 


. Clyde Boyles and Joy Dobbs paid 


he neglected to tell the boys that his}! us a couple of flying visits during the 


father-in-law has 


/ vated it, and is also doing all the work. 


All Leland expects to do is go down 


and harvest the crops IF he can’t work | ances. . 


planted and culti- | month. 


. Our old co-worker, Earl 
“Shag’’ Eichenour, dropped in for a 
few minutes to renew old acquaint- 


.. To give you a rough idea of 


someone else (like his wife or father-!| how the government censor operates, 


May 17... . Dick | 


Hartley visited the service department | 


during his 
Dick is in the Medical 


and switchroom 
from the Army. 


furlough | 


Division at Camp Barkeley, Texas... .| 


Francis Darnold and George Keith are 
the Western district assisting 
the installation of some equip- 
ment. ... On May 3, S. J. Dennis was 
injured in a car accident. The car that 


it mM 
. ~_-* 


struck his car failed to stop at a stop | 


sign, and as a result, Jarvie had a bad 
eut on the forehead, and the right side 
of his head was badly 
swollen. . . . Lydia Schneider has been 


bruised and | Visited Lillian Harper. 


4 . : | 
tearning the work in the main office 


switchroom 
who will take training on the service- 
board. . L. H. Pierce set a boy's 


to relieve Norma Roeder | 


leg at Irvingdale park, May 16. The | 


vy broke it playing baseball... . C. 
F. Peachman took 
May 17 to June 1 staying at home 
working in the garden and around the 
house. . 
small daughter, 


. Mrs. Margaret Meier and | 
of Portland, Oregon, | 


his vacation from | 


were visitors in the service department | 


last month. Mrs. Meier was a former 
employee on the serviceboard. . 
We are glad to report that P. G. Rade- 
baugh who was operated on May 17 
for appendicitis is now at home and 
getting along fine. . Ray 
son of R. L. Dalton, is in Room 301 at 
the Lincoln General hospital where he 
is recovering from a serious hip opera- 
tion. Drop in and say “Hello” to him 
when you are out that way. 


Lincoln Traffic Departmeni 


leanne Framstead, Associate Editor 


traffic department 
with news this month. 


The 


pear everyday, it seems, 
thing exciting is forever happening 


to our older girls. ... 
has taken charge of the newest of the 


Dalton, | 


is bursting | 
New faces ap-_ 
and some-_ 


Louise Porter | 


new. Bettie Dunean, Lillian Zeiss, 
Joan Brvant, Vera Burham, LaVerne | 
Kral. Marian McAdam, and Doris 
Hosic. She will endeavor to teach 


them as much of her vast knowledge 


in-law) to do that for him. 
Brock 


| 
| 


| 


Jack Mason heard from his boy, Don, 


who is on a destroyer somewhere in| 


the Atlantic. Don said he couldn’t tell 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Little visited Mr. where he was at that time, but he 
Little’s parents in Ashland on Mother’s | was sending Jack some Cuban cigars. 


day. 
Clatonia 
Matilda Alpers is spending her two 
weeks’ vacation at her home. 


Cook 


| 


. .. Harry Branch had a letter from 
his son, Bob, who is in the Aleutians, 
dated May 18 so Harry drew a few 
breaths of relief as he had feared Bob 


was in on the Attu Island affair... .| 
That red stuff you see dripping from | 


Mrs. Idm Townsend was a Lincoln’) the hands of Spady, Walker, and Wait 


visitor April 26 and May 8 when she 


Cordova 


Virginia Johnson, relief operator has 
resigned and her sister, June Johnson, 
has taken her place. 

Crab Orchard 

Mrs. 

visitor May 10. 
Dawson 


Irene Johnson was a Humboldt 
May 21. 


Mrs. 
visitor 
Daykin 

Mrs. Mildred Kleinemeier spent last 
week-end in Lincoln visiting relatives. 


DeWitt 


Edna Wayman and her mother vis- 
ited relatives in Lincoln May 15.... 
Betty Eskew visited relatives in west- 
ern Nebraska for a few days. 


Dorchester 


Mrs. Anna Simpson, former chief op- 
erator-cashier was an office visitor 
this month. 


Fairbury 


Lois True has taken a leave of ab- 
sence to be with her mother who is 
ill in Colorado. ... Johnathan Gear has 
been in the hospital, but is now re- 
cuperating at his home. ... We wel- 
come two operators to our force, Helen 
Holloway and Jean Harris. ... The 
traffic department had a wiener roast 


in the Boy Scout cabin, May 14. 


of the toll operating practice as is per- | 


missible 
given to the conducting of toll classes 
these days... 
force, Marie 
from York, 


transferred 
Also a new- 


Adkisson, 
Nebraska. 


in the short length of time) 


. We have added to our | 


comer at the local end of the operat- | 


ing room—Barbara Carlberg. .. . Lar- 


raine Andersen resigned April 31, to be | 


with her parents in Colorado. Also, 
Virginia McCarty resigned. She is with 
her parents in Sioux City, Iowa. . 

Kileen Olson left to make her home 
with her mother, in California... . 


Helen Cass accepted a position at the | 


Naval Ammunition Depot, Hastings, 
Nebraska. ... Helen Lindberg gave up 
her place at the switchboard to attend 
school. Our best wishes go to 


Mary Helen Boyd who is the bride of | 
Lester Nelson, and to Marian Hohbein, | 
who is now Mrs. Lioyd Sack... . Con- | 


gratulations to Minnie Paul who is 
wearing a most beautiful engagement 
ring. . . Mrs. Marie Jackson of the 
general traffic office spent one week 
of her vacation with her husband, 
Loren, who was home on furlough 
from New York City. Lauretta 
Rowley, also of the general traffic 
office has been traveling about for the 
past several weeks. Some of her time 
vas spent teaching teletype operation 
at the Lincoln, Fairmont and Bruning 
air bases. She is now training toll stu- 
dents at our Hebron exchange. 


| 'wo weeks vacation... 


.' Luekeroth are our 


It’s quite a task to keep up with the, 


girls in the operating room. You hear 


someone is on vacation, but that’s as) 


far as it goes, and just try to catch 


up with an operator after she enters | 


the front door of the building. How- 
ever. here is a list of vacationers: 
Barbara Gibbs, Jenne Lis, Elizabeth 
Kroeger, Dorothy Lucas and Lois 
Schrader. Even though we're not well 
informed about your vacation activi- 
ties, 
joyable rest. 

toll supervisor 
department has completed her training 


as a Nurses Aide. After spending eight 
hours at the office each day, she then | 


spent two hours each evening at the 
hospital and eight hours on her day off 


for a period of five weeks for her train- | 


ing period. I don’t know how she ac- 
complished all her other duties besides 
the study work required. She now con- 
tinues to spend most of her time at the 
hospital. We wish 
Irene on her achievements and we are 
proud that she is one of us. The hos- 


pital is very fortunate in having a girl | 


with such a pleasing personality to as- 
sist them. (Ed. Note: 


esty, Miss Framstead neglected to 
mention that she bowled 200 Saturday 
night, May 8. Of course, she just 
couldn’t do this during a league ses- 
sion! But more power to her, anyway. 
Let us know when it’s 250.) : 


Southern District 
Harlan Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Corrina Jezewski enjoyed one week 
of her vacation from May 17 to 23 vis- 
iting with her daughter from Cali- 
fornia. 


Beatrice 


we all hope you had a most en- | 
. Irene Halvorsen, a | 


in: the. Lincoln duniéfic George Lloyd and family of Omaha. 


We would like | 
to add that due to her extreme mocd- | 


| 
| 


to congratulate | 


| have been 
/equipment in Geneva... 


Friend 


Frieda Eurich was in Crete, May 14 
and 15. Roberta Redman spent 
May 15 in Seward. ... Nona Brusna- 
han spent May 18 and 19 in Lincoln. 


Humboldt 

We wish to welcome Viola Clough to 
our traffic department. 
Nemaha 


Mrs. Alberta Slagle was pleasantly 
surprised by the arrival of her hus- 


is just what you think it might be. 
It is blood, all right. The boys have 


. One of the largest and best | force in some of Stebbing’s “precooled | 
Victory gardeners in the Southern dis- | air.” 
What does he mean in for a short visit while he was on 
is| his vacation. ... 


is having a good time. She spent 
a good share of the time in Geneva 
with Marian Boyle. Have you 
heard about Joan Belcher’s record? 


Some little soldier sent it to her but 
stall the PBX at the Harvard Air Base. | 


Was it nice, Joan? 


she refuses to let any of us hear it. 
... Since the cur- 
few has gone into effect, Mary Pitt- 


'man has to really scurry home. One of 
_the big “M. P.’s’’ didn’t seem to believe 


| 


| 


little girls like Mary could work until 
eleven o’clock, much to Mary’s disgust. 
. . We welcome a new member this 
month. Phyllis Volz, who is our new 
local operator. . . . Marie Adkisson has 


'been transferred to the Lincoln office 
and will live with her parents. 


Don’t 
forget to come up when you are in 
York, Marie, and we hope you like 
Lincoln. . Minnie Sanmann is off 
night hours for a month anyway. Co- 
lette Jokerst is taking her place work- 
ing nights. . . . We had a nice letter 
from Florence Ransom who is now 
working in Hastings. . .. Marie Haber- 
man is also “in the groove” this month 
and took a week vacation. From re- 


started their “random harvest” and are! liable sources, we hear she’s leaving 


now slaughtering and packing some of 
their three to four pound chickens for 
future reference. Just to give you 


next month for California to join the 
forces in matrimony. It will be awfully 
lonesome without you, but we sin- 


/a proper conception of the business, | cerely wish you and Bill the very best 


| 


' 
| 


. 


'spent the week-end of May 15 


Spady and Walker dressed about 80/ of everything. . . 


. We welcome Ruth 


one Sunday and still have about 400 Swanson from Stromsburg as our new 


Bertha Sharp was a Beatrice} more to put away. Reservations for | cashier. 


George Mehuron, alias 


that future “bread-line’’ may be sent) “Student Mehuron,” started back to 


in any time now. And with that, we 
guess that our drooling for this month 
is brought to a close. 


Hebron 


Irma Hoffmeyer, former cashier at 
Hebron, has been on the sick list for 
three months and has just discovered 
her trouble. With Dr. Orr’s help, Irma 
is expected to recover in the next sixty 
days. We are all hoping so, Irma.... 
Francis M. Harmon returned to Su- 
perior after helping in the Hebron traf- 
fic department for five weeks. .. . 
Lauretta Rowley, traffic methods su- 
pervisor, has been in Hebron instruct- 
ing new operators. ... New operators 
added to the traffic force are Mrs. 
Margaret Vinkenberg, Mrs. Adeline 
Swenson, and Mrs. Edythe Graul.... 
Lola Kutlas and Maxine Davenport 
are both owners of new diamonds— 
whatever that means. 


Osceola 


We were sorry to lose our congenial 
manager, Fred Adkins, but wish him 
the best of luck in his work at Sutton. 
. . We are happy to have Mr. Olson 
in Osceola following the transfer of 
the area office to this exchange, and 
also wish to welcome T. R. DeWolf 
from York to the Osceola area. 


Polk 


Loneta Anderson and Rose Ehn, op- 
erators, were members of the Polk 
high school graduating class and par- 
ticipated in the commencement exer- 
cises held May 20... . Arlene Wright 


Osceola visiting her parents. ... Leona 
McGrew was a Central City visitor 


band,, Pfc. Paul Slagle, from Camp | yay 15 while Loneta and Clara An- 


Adair, Oregon, who was granted a 


fifteen-day furlough. 
Steinauer 


Gladys Neugebauer was on the sick 
list during the month of April. 


Sterling 


Ruth Probst has returned from her 
. Esther Fritz 
and Mable Weyers were week-end 
visitors at Adams, May 1. 


Tecumseh 


The Halverstadt family spent April 
25 visiting relatives at Geneva. 
Dorothy Osterthun was an Auburn vis- 
itor April 27. . . Clara Costello was 
an Auburn visitor April 20 and 27.... 
Hazel Nichols was in Auburn May 1. 
.. . Josephine Conradt visited in Lin- 
coln May 4. Lorena and Anna 
new student op- 
erators and we extend them our wel- 
come. 


Table Rock 
Margaretta Franks has returned from 


| 


} 


derson spent May 21 in Grand Island. 
Shickley 


Helen Aderman of the Genexa ex- 
change visited Eva Kapke May 16. 


Stromsburg 


The operators at this exchange en- 
joyed a theatre party at Osceola fol- 
lowed by lunch in Stromsburg recently 
in honor of Ruth Swanson, cashier, 
who is being transferred to York. We 
hope Ruth will be happy in her work 
at York, although we are very sorry 
to see her go. 


Superior 


Area Manager Frank F. Kubat played 
in the open golf tournaments at Smith 
Center and Mankato, Kansas, recently. 


Victory gardens are occupying|resignation of Mrs. 


many of the hours previously used for 
shoveling snow and emptying ashes. 
Whitney’s is repaying him in cold 
eash. After finding an old coin in 
the subsoil, “Shrimp” has been search- 
ing further and has uncovered several 
old pieces of money. ... Bert Kline and 


her two weeks vacation, while Erma | “Shrimp” still manage to save time 


Jancik started hers May 17. 
Wilber 

Veralee Mashek and Mary 

spent May 19 in Lincoln. . 


Easter Sunday were Mr. 


Wymore 


| 


Kozak | Hebron office. ... 
. . Visitors | from Geneva who are receiving train- 
at the Amelia and Anne Aden home on ing in Superior are Misses Debois and 
and Mrs. | Berkbigler. 


| 


for a little fishing now and then.... 
Frances Harmon, instructress, is back 
after working for five weeks in the 
Two toll students 


The traffic depart- 
ment is anticipating a picnic as soon 
as the weather warms up... . Clarinda 
Lake visited in Aurora and did some 


We welcome to our force two new | shopping in Hastings recently. ... Mrs. 


operators, Betty Smith and Edna Reiff. | Elvira 


.. . Ed Massie is taking a forced vaca- 
tion due to illness. We hope to see him 
back to work soon. ...On May 4 the 
employees, accompanied by W. E. Mac- 
donald, of Beatrice, our former chief 
operator, Mrs. Neva Floyd, who re- 
signed May 1. After the picnic supper 
they attended a show in Beatrice. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Geneva 


Erma Dixon spent the week-end of) 


April 25 in Lincoln visiting relatives. 


installing some air base 
. Some toll 


students are being sent to other ex- 
/changes for training. Madeline Berk- 


Lee 


bigler and Evelyn DuBois are going 


_... Francis Darnold and “Doc” Wilson | 


Bramwell, former operator 
whose home is now in Rock Rapids, 
Iowa, visited the office recently. ... 
Mrs. Josephine Tieskoetter, former 
chief operator, also visited the office. 
. .. Frances Knothe was the first to 
take her vacation and is back from 
Omaha where she visited relatives and 
the boy friend who is now stationed 


there. Cozie Bruckert spent a 
recent week-end in her home town, 
Bruning. 


Sutton 
We welcome another newcomer to 
the Sutton commercial office. Mrs. 
Beulah Stone hails from Portland, 


|Maine, and she’s doing right well. Her 


husband is stationed at the Harvard 
Air Base. . Edith Schleiger, chief 
operator, and Katherine Hohnstein, 


chief operator at Harvard, attended the 


to Superior and Patricia Murrel and | traffic meeting in Hastings, May 27. 


'Colleen McDonald are going to York. 
. Other new operators are Norma 4 leave of absence due to her father’s | 


Franzen, and 
. Arlene Anderson 


Fischer, Maxine 
Phyllis Fellows. . . 


of the York exchange visited our of- 


Anna Siems has turned up with one. 


of those beautiful 


third finger, 
hand decorations. 


left 


Hastings Plant Department 
There being no news at hand, we 


_will start out by acknowledging the 


. . Welcomes are | 


extended to the two new local students, | 


Birdene Garrison and Letha Simpson. 


. Mary Beach and Virginia Young | 


vacationed in Kansas City the first part 
of May... . Louise Schmidt and Ellen 
Lisk spent their time at home resting 
and otherwise. ... We are happy to 


visitors during the month. First, but 
probably not least, Ralph Stebbings 
and Jack Cox sat around the Hastings 
office for about a week installing a 
new cooling system for the commercial 
department. The boys in the test room 
hope that the new blower will have 


| enough power to blow the door of the 


| 


| 


' 
| 


... Erma Brown, night operator, is on 


illness. ... Jack Mankamyer has been 
on the sick list but he is about ready 


| to throw away his “crutch and cane.” 


: ; 
fice May 21 as the guest of Marion | We hope to see him back on the job) Tineoln. 
| Boyle. 


again soon. In the meantime, ‘“Duke’”’ 
Eckles, of Nelson, has been clearing up 
the trouble in fine shape. 


York 


As we said last month, vacations are 
beginning to roll. This month Nyla 
Peters and Arlene Anderson “got away 
from it all.” Nyla spent her vacation 
visiting Pearl Mierau in Henderson and 
also cleaning house. Understand she 
went shopping in Lincoln, too. At 


A 


| 
| 


| 


in | 


| 
| 


school again. Omaha was his destina- 
tion and we hope he learned something 
this time. .. . Tommy DeWolf has been 
transferred as combinationman to 
Osceola. 


Traffic Department 


Organization Changes 


NUMBER of important or- 
ganization changes, cover- 
ing a period of about two 
months, have been released 
for publication by the general 
traffic department. At Ash- 
land, Mrs. Irene Combs, chief 
operator, has been transferred 
to Hastings as evening chief 
operator. Dora Moran, assist- 
ant chief at Ashland, was pro- 
moted to be chief operator. 
Mrs. Maude Lindeman, chief 
operator-cashier at Bruning, 
has resigned and returned to 
her former home at Glenvil. 
Her place was taken by Mrs. 
Lydia Denzin, a former em- 
ployee at Carleton. At David 
City, Moreane Alldritt, chief 
operator, and Genevieve Grif- 
fin, assistant chief, joined the 
WAAC’s recently, and Irene 


| 


| 


Swan was promoted to be! 


chief operator, while Elaine 
Marquis moved into the assist- 
ant chief’s position. A change 
at Hastings resulted from the 
resignation of Mrs. Lucille 
Stephenson, chief operator. 
Lillian Elliott, assistant chief, 
moved into the vacant posi- 
tion, while Ardena Pearson, 
evening chief operator, be- 


| 


| 
| 


Twenty-Four Years 
Regina Bethscheider, Hebron; 
C. T. Ford, Lincoln; Caroline 
Lamps, Hastings. 
Twenty-Three Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York; Frank 
Kuchera, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Two Years 
Frank A. Blockwitz, Georgia 
Finnigan, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
Ray Clinton, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Mathilda Alpers, Clatonia; 
Nona Brusnahan, Friend; Roy 
Carlson, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Bridget Divis, Steinauer. 


Eighteen Years 


A. E. Dulin, Merle M. Hale, L. 
V. Shirey, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 


I. J. Devoe, Erma Dillworth, 
Vernon Simpson, Mildred With, 
Lincoln. 

Fifteen Years 


Laverta Andrews, Syracuse; C. 
H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Dewey Ol- 
sen, Wahoo. 


Fourteen Years 


J. W. Dowd, J. D. Litzenberg, 
Berniece Tyson, Bedric Wanek, 
Lincoln; E. A. Ernst, Auburn; I. 
C. Haith, Seward. 

Twelve Years 


Melba Richards, Superior; 
Camilla Selzer, Bellwood. 


Ten Years 
Iva Clary, Weeping Water. 
Nine Years 


Grace Brooks, Auburn; Marie 
Vidlock, Lincoln. 


Eight Years 


Medora Harriger, E. E. Johnson, 
Lincoln; E. O. Wait, Tecumseh. 


Seven Years 
Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings. 
Six Years 


Esther Fritz, Sterling; Mildred 
Miskimins, Davenport; L. P. Neal, 
Military Service. 

Five Years 


_ Berniece Gary, Beaver Cross- 
ing. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


Lieutenant R. H. Ojers and Pri- 
vates Jack Mason, Bob Darling 
and Jack Ford, all former em- 
ployees of the western district, 
have been transferred from Camp 
Funston, Kansas, to Camp Mills, 
Long Island, New York. It is re- 
ported that Darling and Ford 
have already started on _ the 


came the assistant chief. The|Journey for “over there.” 


Neva 


Floyd, chief operator at Wy- 


| 


| 


more, brought about the pro- 
motion of Imogene Robertson, 
assistant chief, to fill the va- 
cancy. Doris Schiermeyer 
was named assistant chief. 
York’s traffic forces lost 
Gladys Lisk, assistant chief, 


who moved to Maryland with | 


her parents and is now asso- 
ciated with the Chesapeake 
and Potomac Company, at Bel 
Air. Her successor is Maxine 
Barrett, a York supervisor. 


June Service 
Anniversaries 


Thirty-Eight Years 

C. W. Boyles, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 

W. E. MacDonald, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Three Years 


Ida Ronne, McCool; H. G. Schil- 
ling, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
C. B. Meshier, Tecumseh. 
Thirty Years 


Frances Virgil, Harold Cun- 
ningham, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
S. J. Dennis, Jr., H. F. McCulla, 


Twenty-Eight Years 

Emma Bradley, Douglas. 
Twenty-Seven Years 

G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 

E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 
Twenty-Five Years 

Eva Kapke, Shickley; Blanche 


this writing,. Arlene has not returned | McConkey, Guide Rock. 


Recently a call was placed from 
York to San Antonio, Texas. The 
operator reports that the called 
party in far off Texas could be 
heard very distinctly. 


Charles Crew has been em- 
ployed in the plant department 
at Weeping Water. 


The Lincoln cafeteria has been 
moved across the hall to new and 
larger quarters in the room 
formerly .used as the operators’ 
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have been added and the counter 
extended in the hope of relieving 
the congestion during the “noon 
rush.” 


Fifteen Years Ago 


Carl Ahl, of the addressograph 
department, Lincoln, took a week 
of his vacation in order to catch 
up on some of the sleep he has 
lost since he started playing ten- 
nis at 4 A.M. each week day. 
Carl insists that he can’t operate 
without his full quota of sleep. 


Lineman George A. Foster has 
been promoted to foreman and 
has been assigned, as his first 
job, the repair and regrouping of 
the rural plant at Table Rock. 

The exchange at Dawson has 
been purchased. The Company 
now owns 126 operating ex- 
changes. 


The Company baseball team 
has again entered the Y.M.C.A. 
Industrial League and at latest re- 


ports have won all five of their | 


games played. 


Ten Years Ago 


‘“Technocrat,” the robot belong- 
ing to the Company was demon- 
strated recently before gather- 
ings at York, Gresham and Osce- 
ola. The demonstrations were in 
charge of B. C. Burden, assisted 
by R. H. Stebbings. 


E. F. Burke, formerly of the 
Lincoln Service department has 
been transferred to Ashland, as 
manager. Since 1922 Mr. Burke 
has had supervision of the Com- 
pany’s first aid and safety pro- 
grams. 

Amelia Aden, former Wahoo 
chief operator, is now chief op- 
erator at Wilber. Anna Aden, who 
has been in charge of the Com- 
pany’s office at Ithaca, is also 
transferred to Wilber where the 
two sisters and their mother will 
make their home. 


The state-wide “Business Re- 
covery” campaign is scheduled to 
get under way on June 15th. All 
major operating telephone com- 
panies in Nebraska will concen- 
trate on the effort to gain new 
stations and additional revenue. 


Five Years Ago 


Helen Fern, Lincoln traffic de- 
partment, is wondering if the 
profession isn’t losing its dignity. 
She spent almost an hour, one 
recent evening, trying to talk a 
juvenile individualist out of his 
notion to place a call to the “Lone 
Ranger.” Shortly thereafter she 
found herself involved in a long, 
technical argument with an ine- 
briated gentleman in a _ public 
telephone booth, who insisted he 
could not deposit forty cents for 
his call because he couldn’t find 
the forty cent slot. 


The employees of the Hebron 
area won—and have already col- 
lected—the prize picnic for occu- 
pying first place among the areas 
at the close of the May ‘“White- 
Spot” campaign. The festivities 
were attended by approximately 
forty persons, including general 
and district office delegates. 


The “Sale of the month” cham- 
pions were announced as Walter 
Rabb, York; Mina Schmidt, Lin- 
coln; J. C. Gear, Fairbury; Jim 
Dudgeon, Hastings; and Nona 
Brusnahan, Friend. 


Telephone people can do two 
jobs for Uncle Sam: We can cut 
down on our own telephone 
usage, and we can help the public 
understand how they can aid in 


class room. Several new tables! getting war calls through. 


District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
for May, 1943 January 1, 1943 
Central] District ee 55 627 
Eastern District— 

DAV IACI ese ee 1 4] 

Nebraska City ...................... 21 61 

Platismouth. °22:6203 22. 18 134 

SOW ARC ences cules cee cus tome cueteeence 17 100 

Nr TOO ccngte tesa cee ee ee wanseees —29 27 

LO Gee ee ee asc ea 28 363 
Southern District— 

PAI DUTT Serres ee cecal 5 53 

PCHUVICG. 8.602 ees 21 153 

AIT DULY wack ret ee 15 61 

MGCU MISE +k. ee reeks 7 43 

a AU Ne 7-42 eRe Ee <n Nata ey Sit een mee Pec 10 65 

LOCAL ae ae ees 2h dina 58 375 
Western District— 

GYOTIOV. a0 ic ah er og 2 36 233 

PP ASUTI GS eee ee 34 154 

1 5 a1 8) 0) 1 eee ee a ee 11 58 

SUOMISOUle ace ee 6 25 

DUPCLION <ucshctase tourer 16 60 

Sutton 2) eee eae 18 69 

| OP: int 0A ck Ole i oe ae 24 91 

Jy 0 112 0 Died mee nt et Ana a PARA ns Se 145 690 

SEO GEAR ein BN a ae cate 286 2.055 

Total Company stations as of May 31, 1943...................... 68,519 
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Death Comes 
To L. C. Anderson 


Veteran Employee Was 
President Of Pioneers 
Chapter; Took Deep Inter- 
est In Company Activities. 


HE «death, on July 2, of} 
Louis C. Anderson, cable) 
facilities man in the Lincoln | 
service de- 
partment, 
brought to a 
close a life 
filled with 
accomplish- 
ments and 
rieh in 
endships. 
though 
unex- 
his 


> 
~ 


2: 
A 
n 


: 
1 

J 
t 


Ot 


pected, 
passing 
brought 
deep personal grief to em- 
ployees in Lincoln and 
throughout our territory. 
Because of the nature of his 
work, which in past years had | 
taken him far and wide 
throughout our territory, he 
was regarded with genuine) 
affection by employees every-. 
where. This popularity was) 
reflected in his election, in| 
the spring of 1942, to the| 
presidency of the Frank H.| 
Woods chapter of the Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneers. | 
Mr. Anderson served in this| 
capacity with distinguished | 
success. His last public ap-| 
pearance was before his be-| 
loved Pioneers, when they) 
gathered in Lincoln for a din-| 
ner last February. On that) 


L. C. Anderson 


I 
8) 
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Benefit Group : 


Will Seek Members 


J 

HE board of directors of the || 

Employees Mutual Benefit | 
Association, meeting in Lin- | 
coln on June 26, authorized a\| 
drive for new members which, | | 
it is expected, will get under-|| 


| ff 


way in the near future. 
directors 
Committee to function also in| 
the future as the Membership 


The | 


; Committee, in order that the’ 
| eligibility of new members 


may be passed upon without 


reference to the complete 
board. | 
Tentative plans for the 


| membership campaign indi- 


cate that it will cover a 30 day, 
period. Date of its inception 


will be announced through | 
_general bulletins. 
will attempt to bring all eligi-. 


This drive 


le non-members into the fold. | 
As an incentive, stipulations 
regarding proof of insurabil- 
ity will be relaxed during the 
campaign, and will consist 
merely of a statement of gen-| 
eral good health from the can- 
didates. At the moment, ap- 
proximately 120 eligible em- 
ployees are lacking the pro- 
tection provided by the Asso- 
ciation. 

The directors also voted to 
set up a reserve fund to make 
possible the early return to. 
members of the notes they 
signed when joining. The re- 
serve will be built up by turn-| 
ing into it 10% of each 
month’s gross cash receipts. 

A statement of operations 
for the first six months of the 
Association’s life discloses that 


named the Claims|}| 


Lincoln, Nebraska, July, 1943 


ceived a small cut. Just 


Board could arrive at 9.2 per cent is as 
puzzling to us in the general office as it 
may appear to you, but when I in- 
quired from the official of the Board 
in Kansas City about it, he replied that 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


T “long last” the order of the War Labor Board ar- 

rived, approving substantially the wage increase 

agreed upon by the Company and the United Union of 
Telephone Workers early in the spring. 


The proposed increase to those of 
our employees who were to receive 
124% per cent was approved without 
change but the larger group whose pay 
we proposed increasing 10 per cent re- 


how the 


9.2 was the correct result obtained mathematically under 
the formula laid down by the War Labor Board in Wash- 


ington, so that’s that. 


Checks are being prepared as rapidly as possible, 
computing the increase from February first to date. 
Most of those folks in the 12% per cent group have 
been receiving (and spending?) their increase from 
February first but the rest of you will receive a check 


representing a nice saving. 
War Bond? 


How about buying another 


While the 9.2 figure represents a little disappoint- 
ment, we believe this increase will offset most of the 
withholding tax which Congress requires us to deduct 
from your pay check from now on, so it helps. 


—J. H. AGEE. 


Safety Awards 


\ TOTAL of 58 out of a pos-| 
LX sible 60 drivers for this 
Company were awarded cer- 
tificates for driving without 
accidents over a period of 
from one to eleven years, at 
the Kiwanis Club dinner, in 


night he was only a few days| total cash receipts, to June 16,| Lincoln, recently. This =o 
away from the physical col-| Were $2,391. Nineteen claims |Pany, with the capt ae er 
lapse which was to bring his| Paid during that period total | of drivers enter a a anes 
52 years of happy and useful | $1,058.90. Operating expenses| test, reported only two acci- 


life to an untimely end. 

Fe underwent three opera- 
tions during the weeks that 
followed, and it soon be-| 
came evident that he was bat- | 
tling that greatest scourge of | 
mankind —cancer. Hopeless 
though the battle was, he 
fought on courageously for’ 
many weeks. As the end drew 
near, he was taken back to the | 
home he loved so well—there 
to slip quietly away, on a. 
lovely summer afternoon, | 
among the sights and sounds| 
that had meant so much to! 
him for so long. | 

“Lou” Anderson will never | 
be forgotten by those of us) 
who knew him best. The tall, | 
spare figure, the 
smile and the deep-throated | 
chuckle will be with us always. 
in memory. “Lou” gave free-| 
ly of his energies—both for | 
the betterment of his tele- 
phone work and for the bet-| 
terment of employee social | 
relationships. His enthusi- 
asms were boundless and con- 
tagious and, throughout the 
years, he was always ready to 
place them behind any social | 
or athletic program which’ 
promised pleasure and relaxa- 
tion to others. The editor of 
the “News” finds it impos- 
sible to recall a Company- 
sponsored baseball game, or 
picnic, or smoker, or Christ- 
mas party which did not have) 
the unique personality of 
“Lou” Anderson enthusiasti- 
cally behind it in some direc- 
tive capacity. He was a happy 
man himself, and he loved to 
see his efforts bring happi- 
ness to others. 

Mr. Anderson came into the 
telephone industry in 1909, 


} 
| 


| July 5. 


Robert L., both of Lincoln and a | 
sister, Mrs. A. M. Craig, of Min- | 
-nesota. Active and honorary pall | : reset: ; : 
bearers from the Company includ- | Church. They will make their War Production Board. He of 


home in Austin, Texas, where fices in the new postoffice 
Jay Pugsley, Bert Huddleston, Ed | 


balance of $1,243.55. Original 
memberships totaled 417. 
Membership cancellations, due 
to military service and termi- 
nation of employment, had 
brought the total down to 385 
on June 16. The membership 
campaign, therefore, 
most timely. 


when he joined the Bell or-) 
ganization in Lincoln. After 
a number of years spent with 
various Bell companies, he 
came to us at Nebraska City, 
in 1918. Later, he served in 
Beatrice, and came to Lin- | 
coln 22 years ago. Always a’ 
student of telephony, he made 


flashing himself a cable authority and _ ©: Wedgewood, H. Zimmerman. 


became one of our most valu-| 
able employees. 


His deep interest in the 
work of the Masonic order | 
brought him the honor of be- 
ing selected Master of East. 
Lincoln Lodge No. 210, in| 
1938, and it was within the 
of the temple at 27th and S| 
streets, in Lincoln, that his 
funeral rites took place on 
A tremendous out- 
pouring of his friends paid | 
their last tribute to him. Rev. 
Thomas A. Barton officiated, | 
and the Masonic rites were'| 
used at the burial service in 
Lincoln Memorial Park. 

Surviving Mr. Anderson are his 


wife, Ruth E., a daughter, Mrs. 
Dorothy Schwartzkopf, and a son, 


were $88.55, leaving a cash dents for 1942. 


To clear up a question some- 
times raised by employees not 
included in the following list, 
a “reportable accident” is one 
resulting in property damage 
of $20 to any vehicle involved, 


Major Lyman Spurlock 


To 58 Company Drivers| Visits Parents in Lincoln 


. H. SPURLOCK, of the 

Lincoln service depart- 
ment, enjoyed a delightful 
visit early in July from his 
son, Major Lyman Spurlock, 
of the U. S. Marines, whose 
brilliant exploits at Guadal- 
canal have received so much 
well-merited publicity in re- 
cent months. Major Spurlock 
was making his first acquaint- 
ance with this eight-months- 
old daughter—she having been 
born during the climax of his 
exciting battle experience on 
the famous island. 


The handsome Marine 
Major, who rated considerable 


or resulting in personal injury 


seems | sufficient to cause one day’s 


loss of time. A “reportable ac- 


ed John H. Agee, C. C. Donley, 


Cummings, Carl Hedstrom, Guy 


Seaton, Sam Jackson and Claud 


Walker. 


cident” bars the employee in- 
volved from award considera- 
tion for one year, regardless 
of who was hurt, what prop- 
erty was damaged, where it 
occurred, or who was re- 
sponsible. | 
Eleven Years: Art Albers, F. E. Behm, 

R. N. Brendle, J. A. Dobbs, C. C. 

Donley, C. G. Hedstrom, A. C. King, 


C. H. Liebhart, H. F. McCulla, L. H. | 
Pierce, G. O. Seaton, F. M. Strasser, 


Ten Years: W. P. Conn, J. C. Miller, 
W. T. Nyden, C. Pierce, D. C. Travis, 
Rex Winders. 

Nine Years: K. B. Cary, J. Pugsley. 
W. H. Spurlock. 

Eight Years: Don Aydelott, C. Boyles, 
Jess T. May, G. E. Miller, P. A. 
Schmeltzer, Bedric Wanek. 

Seven Years: Paul Guelker, H. Studier. | 

Six Years: R. A. Carlson, R. L. Clinton, 
H. S. Knudson, E. L. Martin, C. S. | 
Nevin, R. H. Stebbings. 


beautiful and spacious depths | Five Years: A. M. Geist, F. Kuchera. 


Four Years: A. S. Keckler. 


Three Years: Milo Caslasky, C. W. 
Keester, J. A. McKinzie, R. A. Pugs- 
ley, L. G. Saunders. 


Two Years: J. L. Baxter, G. B. Keith, | 
B. R. Overcash, Harry Smith. 


One Year: Arthur J. Cox, R. L. Dalton 
E. E. Johnson, E. W. King, John 
Litzenberg, B. D. Pattison, R. R. 
Rauch, Roland Winders, Frank 
Young.. 


Jeanne Framstead, see 
traffic department, Lincoln, 
was married on June 10, to! 
Sergeant Glen H. Holmes. The 
wedding took place at the 


East Lincoln Christian 


Sergeant Holmes is instruct- 
ing at Bergstrom Army Air 
Field 


‘mention in the famous best 
seller, “Guadalcanal Diary,” 
was hospitalized on the west 
coast at the time of his return 
to the States some weeks ago, 
due to a recurrence of malaria. 
He has very little to say about 
his many thrilling experi- 
ences. “Navy censorship is 
pretty strict,” is his smiling 
comment. A few minutes chat 
with the Major makes you feel 
sure that our Jap enemies 
have little conception of the 
appalling future they have 
stored up for themselves. 
Our staff photographer se- 
cured a picture of Major Spur- 
lock and his father which will 
appear in an early issue. 


Mark T. Caster 
Goes to WPB Position 


eae many friends of Mark 

T. Caster, retired general 
plant superintendent, will be 
interested to learn that he and 
Mrs. Caster have been living 
in Washington, D. C., since 
early June. Mr. Caster, until 
recently head of the Nebraska 
salvage drive, is now con- 
nected with the communica- 
tions equipment division of the 


building, and lives at 503 
South Wayne street, Arling- 
ton, Va. 


| 


Benefits Extended 


For Military Service 


HE Board of Directors of 

this Company recently 
took action to further extend 
certain benefits and privileges 
previously given to employees 
in the military service of the 
nation. The change in rules 
was made retroactive to Janu- 
ary 31, 1941, the date of the 
original action. 


Under the previous rules, 
employees with less than one 
year of service were not 
granted a leave of absence 
when they joined the colors. 
Employees with one year or 
more of service were granted 
such leave for the term of one 
year and forty days, and were 
to be credited with that 
amount of additional Com- 
pany service. 


The new rules extend the 
leave of absence privilege to 
all employees who enter the 
military service, regardless of 
the length of their service 
with the Company. The leave 
of absence is extended to in- 
clude the full period of mili- 
tary service, plus forty days. 
Employees will accumulate 
service credit under our Bene- 
fit Plan as follows: (1) those 
whose net credited service 
with the Company is two 
years or less will receive ad- 
ditional service credit equal 
to the term of the leave of ab- 
sence, or two years, which- 
ever is less, and (2) those 
whose net credited service is 
more than two years will ac- 
cumulate additional credit 
equal to the full term of the 
“duration” leave of absence. 


While no allowance or pay- 


ment for sickness or accident 
benefits will be made during 
the leave of absence, death 
benefits will be paid to the 
dependents of any employee 
having had one year or more 
of Company service. 


An important addition to 
the rules has to do with re- 
employment after return 
from military service. The 
Company pledges itself to re- 
employ all those who have re- 
ceived a certificate of satis- 
factory military service or 
training. It promises that 
“they will be restored to their 
former position or a position 
of like seniority status and 
pay” if application for re-em- 
ployment is made within 


forty days after they are re- = 


leased from the nation’s serv- 
ice. Stipulation is made that 
such re-employment will take 
place “if they are still quali- 
fied to perform the duties of 
the former position, unless 
the Company circumstances 
have so changed as to make it 
impossible or unreasonable to 
do so.” 


There has been no change | 


in the policy of paying an em- 
ployee of one or more year’s 
service the differential be- 
tween his regular wages and 
his base military pay — pay- 
ments to be made, as hereto- 
fore, during the first three 
months following his or her 
induction into the service. 


Bette Duncan, Hastings 
commercial office, and Arthur 
J. Wilmes, Jr., were united in 
marriage on June 13. The 
ceremony took place at St. 
Joseph’s church in Norman, 
Oklahoma. The couple will 
reside in Oklahoma City. 


Number 7 


PIONEER CHAPTER 
ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 


Members Vote By Mail 
And Name Strasser To 
Presidency; Organization 
Picnic Cancelled This Year. 


HE annual election of of- 

ficers of the Frank H. 
Woods chapter of the Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneers, 
held by mail . 
late in June, 
resulted in| 
the _ election || 
of Fred M. 
Strasser, su- 
pervisor of 
supplies, Lin- |; 
coln, to the || 
office of|} 
president. 
Mr. Strasser F. M. Strasser 
succeeds L. 
C. Anderson, who died on 
July 2. Our new Pioneer head 
is widely known and highly 
respected in Company circles, 
and he will certainly make a 
most popular president. 


eV Veale: 
— | commercial 
engineer, Lin- 
} |coln, was 
| elected vice 
president, 
succeeding 
Claude Walk- 
er, of Mead. 
The office of 
| treasurer will 
M. M. Hale be filled dur- 
ing the com- 
ing year by O. L. Sturtevant, 
general plant department, 
Lincoln. J. H. Hartley, the 
retiring treasurer, held the of- 
fice for two years. Miss Flora 
Johnston, Lincoln, who has 
most effi- _ 
ciently: filled 
the position 
of secretary 
Since the 
chapter was 
formed, was 
reelected. | 

Two new) 
members of "te 
the executive |= 
committee 
were also 
elected in the persons of Vern 
Campbell, David City, and 
Myrtle Hiner, Lincoln. 

Our Pioneer chapter was 
formed on June 21, 1941, at a 
picnic on the lawn of Mr. 
. Woods’ home 

in Lincoln. 

The intention 

has been to 
hold each fu- 
ture annual 
meeting, with 
its attendant 
election of of- 
ficers, in con- 
SO hvnection with 
O. L. Sturtevant th ae es ne 
date. This plan was carried 
out last year, with the elec- 
tion held during a picnic at 
Capitol Beach, in Lincoln. 
This year, however, war-time 
transportation difficulties did 
not make it seem advisable to 
go ahead with the picnic plan. 
It will undoubtedly be re- 
sumed after the war. 


The new officers took 
charge at once, and future 
plans for such social activi- 
ties as will be possible during 
the war will be announced in 
forthcoming issues of the 
“News.” 


Flora Johnston 


— 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Tribute to a Mother * 


at Beatrice, who died on April 
22, 1943. The tribute was pub- 


PANY 


| Willie Ethel Jones-Crone 
| (By B.C.) 

She never liked her name. It 
was Willie Jones, the partial com- 
pensation of a father who already 

had five daughters and found, 
'with a bit of disappointment, that 
‘this child, the sixth, was also a 
girl. Ethel was the last-minute 
inception of an older sister who 
farsightedly wished possible later 


Wionth” in this col ; e leales inlee: f ene 4 confusion to be avoided. Crone 
Wiontn’ m this column, since 1 OOKS l11lKe am g0INS lO! wos the name of the man who 


t necessary to devote the entire space to the grave and) persuaded her to 
Grave! mode of living. 
and dignified though he is, he manages to get himself into} Psychologists say that names, 
some of the most gosh-awful messes you ever heard of. Does| Particularly ene eh often 
it with clock-like regularity, too. For example, not long ago malig ir eons nice he ac 
he went dashing gallantly to the rescue of a lady in a barrel! that will account for her girlhood 
Before vou take that first deep breath, let me hasten to add| shyness which became adult un- 
that the lady had attempted to walk through the revolving | pretentiousness. But her father 
barrel at Lincoln’s Capitol Beach. She had landed flat on 
her back, and was churning around helplessly when John 
galloped furiously to the rescue—and wound up strictly on| 
his head! The same head, by the way, which he hammered | 
so manfully with his own mail box about this time last year! | 
(See “Cross-Talk” for May, 1942.) The lady was a member | She Wenlierediin thevaigalbe Ot 
f a picnic group which included Mr. and Mrs. McKinzie,|)..mankind about the time Walt 
and the tough part of the affair from John’s angle was that} Whitman’s credo began to be pop- 
he, and he alone, had talked her into going into the barrel ular. Before the flapper age be- 
in ti As you can see, he felt in honor bound to came an accepted era in Ameri- 
act in accordance with the best “when knighthood was in/|¢#® life she had her long blond 


‘hair cut and thereafter kept fault- 


flower” traditions. He felt called upon to rescue the helpless | jessiy groomed. Two decades be- 


lady—but his rescue act turned out to be a complete bust. fore university professors desig- 


‘(2044 -Jalh” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) | 


THIS probably ought to be known as “John McKinzie| 


—_ 


prairie near 
mother kept a watchful eye for 
Indians when he made the trek to 
Brownville for supplies. And she, 
Willie Jones, also was a personal 
pioneer in her own small way: 


{) 


Perhaps | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 
THE SERVICE DURING JUNE 


lished in both Beatrice papers.) CLIFFORD M. ARMSTRONG, 


Ashland Plant Department. 
GENEVIEVE GRIFFIN, 

David City Traffic Department. 
RICHARD L. PIERSOL, 

Construction Department. 
FRANCIS E. SMITH, 

Construction Department. 
VIRGIL D. WARREN, 

Construction Department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES — 96 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 
A letter received from Pvt. 


} 
if : ! VW ® 
i Lincoln Telephone News KLOW we reprint one of| x S St “ 
| on P ——————e —-— the most remarkable and/| «x ervice ars < 
| Vol. XXV JULY, 1943 No. 7 beautiful tributes from ajx BY J.B. BARTLEY 
fe ee eS ee a ee ge ee daughter to her mother which | x 
(i Published in the Interest of the Employes of This Company, | paae oe eas + 
H to Whom It Is Furnished Without Charge it has ever been our pt ivilege * + 
a i} NORMAN Ott. Editor to read. It was written by We can keep this department 
: - INORT Ae ) ; * lively and interesting with your + 
J. H. een 1 aes ie ocagragter Ruth Crone, daughter of Mrs.|% help! May we depend upon it? * 
Publication Office, Room 200. Ethel Crone. v “an rator 
| 1342 M Street, Lincoln, Nebr. C e, veteran Operator | kkk kk kk Kk kk kk 
| 
¥ 


change her) GEORGE E. FECH, who was re- 


ported to be on the seas in last 
month’s “News,” finds him to be 
safely ashore and in good health, 
somewhere in the Mediterranean 
area. 

A/C. GEORGE HANSEN, who 
has been in pre-flight school at 
San Antonio, Texas, has been as- 


had carved a sodhouse from the signed to Gibbs Field, Texas, for 
Beatrice and her | extended training. 


ROGER L. MOORE, Aerog. M. 
3/C, has little complaint to offer 
in his present capacity. Now sta- 
tioned at Miami, “living in a pri- 
vate home and on ‘subsistence’,”’ 
he is ready to go “all-out” for 
Florida’s weather and scenery. 
But the following quotation from 
his recent letter makes one won- 
der if some people don’t have 
more than their share of the bet- 
ter things of life. “—-when I came 
down here they gave me the draft 


‘on three Aerographers to take 


Following his own thundering and highly spectacular tumble, 
the two of them churned around helplessly for some time. 
No one went to their rescue—the rest of the picnickers 
deeming it much wiser, as well as much funnier, to remain 
outside and give the embarrassed pair three rousing cheers 
at appropriate intervals. John finally fought his way to his 


/nated such an outlook as the most | down. I met them at the station 
modern trend in supervision, she; and they turned out to be three 
treated persons below her in} WAVEs. As we were on the train 
authority as individuals instead of | for two days and nights, I had to 
machines. Press agents hadn’t| be combination nurse, entertainer 
even thought of their celebrities | and perhaps the envy of the en- 
'making a vogue of adoption when | tire trainload of men in uniform.” 


'she helped make a home for a 
child. Congressmen had not yet 
debated woman suffrage when 
she entered the business world. 


And in that world of telephones 
'and multiples and number pleases 
and headsets she instructed stu- 
dents who now operate in offices 


Treading carefully to keep erect, he noticed his new 
hat bouncing around at his feet. He bent over to pick 
it up—and landed smack on his head again! Somewhere in the 
melee he put his foot through the nice new straw hat—which 
made everything just dandy! Someone finally rescued the 
bewildered pair. For days afterward, John displayed the 
reddest face and the most thoroughly crumpled dignity that} +o Los Angeles to Philadelphia. 
have been seen in Company circles since the time Western | 1} was characteristic that the last 
District Manager Lyle Young lost his pants—just before meet-| words she spoke were to correct 
ing up with Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Burge—while on a fishing|the transposition of telephone 
trip in Hamilton county! (See “Cross-Talk” for November, |2U™bers by someone who was 
1939) calling the doctor for her. Her 


| : company once estimated she su- 
And then, there was the barrage of telegrams which| pervised about 350 calls an hour. 


went back and forth between Mr. McKinzie and Area Com-| A few years ago she had “put up” 
mercial Manager John Spady, of Hastings. Brother McKinzie ae isgese calls eae men e 
was not responsible for the inception of this telegraphic feud | Ve ore, Gree hus. Bowe 


; : . ; more than 6£0 times. Previous to 
put, as usual, he landed smack in the middle of another jam.! that time she had answered each 


| 


fk. A. McKenna, the man who so efficiently sells our directory of the citizens of Beatrice who 


feet. 
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Sgt. RAY CHAMBERS has been 
set ashore “Somewhere in the 
British Isles,” after what he de- 
scribes as a pleasant trip. He 
thinks: he is going to like the 
country. 


JACK C. HUDDLESTON, and 
his brand new Master sergeant 
stripes, also reports a safe land- 
ing in the British Isles. 


Those who may be interested in 
the reason for the transfer of 
Lieut. ADE NEWENS to Hobbs 
Field, New Mexico, are invited to 
refer to Alfy Gorman’s column for 
complete details. 

After a cross-country drive, 
from Fort Monmouth, N. J. to 
Tucson, Arizona, our new lieu- 
tenant PHIL GARVEY, found 
that the signal construction bat- 
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kk kK wk wk Kk KKK KK] signed had pulled stakes and left 
nm »%|ahead of him. He finally found 


them near El Paso, Texas. It isa 
negro battalion, except for the 
officers, and Phil was made re- 
peater officer. He expects to re- 
ceive more schooling in repeaters 
and carrier equipment before be- 
ing activated. 


Aux. fc. MOREANE ALL- 
DRITT, is now in the Army ad- 
ministrative school at Commerce, 
Texas. 


Pfc. ERNEST BARNEY has 
been transferred to the Air Corps 
technical school at Keesler Field, 
Mississippi. 

BOB STALL, S.2/C, finds little 
time for play at Madison, Wiscon- 
sin where he is studying radio. 
“Ten hours of classes a day, 800 
to 2100 and to bed at 2200.” Which 
we think, means from 8 A.M. to 
9 P.M. and to bed at 10 P.M. 


We quote now from a Post 
paper published somewhere in 
Australia. ‘—also slow of motion 
except, when emotionally aroused, 
is S/Sgt. KEN BOSHART, whose 
rise from private to staff sergeant 
has been meteoric, but who has 
found time for extensive social 
pursuit in (Town name _  cen- 
sored.)” ... “A false statement, I 
can assure you!” screams Sgt. 
Boshart. Ken adds: “I miss the 
old town and the L. T. & T. Co. 
and am hoping for the day when 
they hand that discharge to me 
and say, ‘Ken, old boy, you’re a 
free man and from now on you 
won’t have to get up at reveille.’ 
... Keep my desk dusted off be- 
cause I’m looking forward to that 
day when I can return to it.” 
(Thanks, Ken. We’re all looking 
toward that great day.) 


A brief but pointed observation 
from Cadet FRANCIS SMITH, at 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa. ‘Good food, 
good bed and plenty of hard 
work.” 


And says Pvt. DON WREDE at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, ““We 
get enough chow to keep a battle- 
ship flying.” 

S/Sget. BOYD WEDGWOOD, in 
the British Isles, is using his 
leaves and leisure time to explore 
the Wedgwood genealogy. He has 
met and dined with Josiah Wedg- 
wood, present owner of the world- 
renowned Wedgwood china fac- 
tory and has visited with Lord 
Wedgwood, who has promised to 
present him with a “pedigree that 
will cause the D.A.R.’s to go pale 
with envy.” Boyd laments the fact 
that there is so much news, but 
so little that can be written. 


T/Sgts. GEORGE WASSON and 
BOB SCHOUBORG were home on 
furlough during the past month 
and were lined up in front of the 
Company camera to be “mugged.” 
It was during the course of a visit 
with George that we came to the 
full appreciation of the trials and 
tribulations of a Signal Corps 
sergeant. George insists that one 
doesn’t know what it means to be 
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in the middle of the night by an 
examining officer demanding: 
“What is your duty in case of fire 
in the barracks?” at which time 
the woozy-eyed sergeant must re- 
cite, in proper order, the details 
and procedure for the evacuation 
of the quarters. 


A recent furloughist, and one 
who seemed as happy to get back 
as we were to see him, was the 
newly-made Captain FRITZ 
NOBLE. The former dynamo of 
the York area was certainly vis- 
ible proof that army life is a great 
conditioner. We mean to cast no 
shadow on Fritz’s condition before 
his entry into service, even though 
he was beginning to expand here 
and there. 


Quoting verbatim from the let- 
ter of Pvt. HAROLD BRADY, so 
that the spelling of the word 
“Leavenworth” will remain un- 
disturbed. “. .. they told me at 
Elevenworth that I am too smail 
for the infantry so they send me 
up here and make a commando 
out of me. I belong to the Com- 
bat Engineers the boys that go 
in first and out last.” The only 
explanation that comes to mind 
for the casting of Harold in the 
role of Commando is that he may 
have shown his picture (below) 
to the examining officer. In our 
capacity of staff photographer, we 
have been punched on the nose 
for taking much better pictures 
than this. Its look of sheer fer- 
ocity is only matched, so far as 
we know, by the grim-jawed pic- 
ture of Capt. ROD ANDREWS, 
which we will probably be obliged 
to publish in this column soon. 

A/C. PAUL BLACK has been 
transferred from Iowa City to 
Minneapolis for his extended Na- 
val air training. 

RECENT PROMOTIONS 


ERNEST BARNEY, 

Private to Private first class. 
JAMES BAXTER, JR., 

Private to Corporal. 
JACK HUDDLESTON, 

Tech. Sgt. to Master Sgt. 
WALDO McDOWELL, 

2nd Lieut. to Ist Lieut. 
WILMA McINTIRE, 

Corporal to Sergeant, WAAC. 
ROGER MOORE, 

Seaman 2/C to Aero. Mate 3/C. 
JOSEPH C. NOSKY, 

Private to Private first class. 
LELAND L. RAUCH, 

Private to Private first class. 
DAN W. SMITH, 

2nd Lieut. to lst Lieut. 
DON SMITH, 

Private to Private first class. 
BOB STALL, 

App. Seaman to Seaman 2/C. 
HOWARD STROUP, 

Private first class to Corporal. 


HOME ON FURLOUGH 


B. I. NOBLE from Tyndall Field, 
Florida. 

BOB SCHOUBORG from Camp 
Crowder, Missouri. 

HOWARD. STROUP from Camp 
Bowie, Texas. 

GEORGE WASSON from Camp 


talion to which he had been as-|on the spot until he is awakened Crowder, Missouri. 


advertising, was looking for a few bottles of a certain after- 
shaving lotion to send to his son in camp. “Mac” couldn’t 
locate the product in Lincoln, so he called Spady to request 
that gentleman to look around Hastings for a supply. Man- 


ager Spady was out of his office at the time, so McKenna; 


gave his message to one of the business office girls. It was 
at this point that the whole affair became “loused up.” The 
message which Spady read went as follows: 
“Wir. McKinzie wants you to see if you can buy one-half 
dozen bottles of Mennen’s face lotion for him to send to his 
son. 


Good old John Spady, busy as a bee in thriving, throb- 
bing Hastings, is never one to let a fellow worker down. He 
searched high and low but was unable to secure the desired 
lotion. Remembering the general plant superintendent’s re- 
cent request that the Morse wire between Lincoln and Hast- 
ings—instead of the toll lines—be used for inter-departmental 
messages, he sent the following wire to Lincoln: 

“J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln, 

Unable to get face lotion described. Can get Mennen’s 
face balm. Please advise. 


John Spady.” 

When the message came ticking into the Lincoln toll test room, 
harley Peachman copied it on one of those yellow “Official Tele- 
cram” blanks and rushed up to McKinzie’s office with it. Brother 
cKinzie was burned up. “I haven’t the faintest notion what he’s 
alking about,” he told Charley. ‘“Spady is cooking up a fast one, but 
refuse to bite.” Asked Charley: “How shall I answer it?” Our 
astern district manager, very disgusted, grunted: ‘Oh, tell him to go 
o hell!” One of Charley’s greatest merits is that he does exactly as 
he is told. He didn’t figure it was his place to edit the McKinzie 
message. He’d been told what to do—and he did it! A few seconds 
later these words went clicking over the Morse wire: 

“John Spady, Hastings, 
Go to hell. 
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J. A. McKinzie.” 

AS you can imagine, Brother Spady hit the ceiling with a re- 
sounding smack when this message was laid in front of him. He 
burned with a clear, blue flame. Back went this challenge over the 
throbbing wires: 

“J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln 

Why, you hammerhead—you can’t do this to me. Why, 

for two cents ’d come down there and knock your head so 

far down into your neck that you’d have to take off your 

shirt to brush your teeth. 

John Spady.” 


‘called the butcher, the baker, and 
the candlestick maker about 300 
times. As a result of this vol- 
-uminous daily contact with those 
whom she did not know other- 
wise, she liked people because 
‘they had “nice voices” or even 
‘dispositions. She requested no 
copyright, however, for this 
scheme, original and true as it 
‘may or may not be; she just 
| quietly pondered these things for 
'55 years. 


During that time her home was 

Gage county, though she had wit- 
nessed the peace of the western 
desert and the noise of Broadway 
musical comedy; had eaten bear 
| steak in Idaho and baked beans in 
‘Boston; had known the silence of 
the Canadian woods and the 
tumult of Mississippi flood near 
the Delta. 


Then, as the week’s official 
sources announced the loss of 66 
thousand axis soldiers this year in 
Tunisia, she unobtrusive in life, 
one woman, slipped unobtrusively 
into death in her small home ina 
comparatively peaceful city in the 
‘heart of the United States. One 
local newspaper noted that this 
|death was unexpected. Yet there 
| was not a piece of china un- 
| washed, not a dress unmended or 
'unpressed, not a spot on the 


-an item of her personal accounts 
not tabulated in a book kept for 
that purpose. Another dispatch 
mentioned that her death was 
'sudden. When persons go from 
this existence quickly, and with 
'seeming nonchalance, one begins 
to doubt that an immense void 
‘lies between life and death. In 
fact, it becomes very easy to sup- 
pose that she now is clearing the 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION'S SERVICE 


lines of prayer and arranging pri-| 1. Our new First Lieutenant, Waldo J. McDowell, who hails from the Lincoln business office. 2. The 


_ Well, after that it was every man for himself! After a couple of orities for calls from forecastles 
days, however, the boys got together on the telephone and everything and foxholes—and in so doing is 

cleared up. But, as matters stand now, F. E. Behm is not so'| frowning ever so slightly at even 
sure that his “Morse wire suggestion” was such a hot idea after all!|the small publicity these para- 


—N. O. graphs will afford. 


‘starched and stacked linens, not 


picture that made a commando of Pvt. Harold Brady, late of the accounting department printing serv- 
ice. 3. T/Sgt. Earl J. Schemmerhorn, formerly of the Wymore plant department, who is now in Alas- 
ka. 4. Seaman 2/C. Robert A. Stall, of the Lincoln service department. 5. T/Sgt. George A. Wasson, 
construction department, snapped while on a recent furlough. 6. Lieut. Gay T. Henderson, of the sup- 
ply department, who is stationed in the blue-grass country at Lexington, Kentucky. 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


Eastern District 

Phyiis Taylor, Associate Editor 
Ashiand 

On June ii 

ic department employees gave a fare- 


well party at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
L.. Potter in honor of “Max” Arm- 
Strong, who left on June 14 for the 


naval training base at Farragut, Idaho. 


We wish to extend our congratulations 
to Max. He received the University of 
Nebraska Regents scholarship at the 
graduation exercises of the Ashland 
high school in May. Although we are 
very sorry to see Max g0, we are 
mighty proud of our “Sailor.” ; 
Pauline Eaton has returned to work 


ter spending a ten-day vacation at 

. Jerry McDowell will spend 
I t of her vacation, beginning June 
30, at Long Beach, California. ... It is 
a pleasure to have the following new 
Mrs. Clara Good- 


or 


Bellwood 
Joy Ann Weber is our 
the Bellwood exchange. 


new helper at 


Douglas 
Dorothy Hannan is assisting Mrs. 
Bradley, chief operator, at Douglas. 
Dorothy started working the first of 


June and we are sure she will make a 
fine helper. 
Nebraska City 

Marjorie Gess and Erma Brandt are 
being instructed in “The Ways of:a 
Toll Operator.’ Their teacher is Evelyn 
Letellier. Two new students re- 
cently joined our ranks. They are 


the commercial and traf- | 


| 


} 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ruth Brown, Associate Editor 

Now is the time for all good people 
to come to the aid of the news corres- 
pondent. So they ‘Dood It!” ... Fran- 
ces Koontz, of the engineering depart- 
ment, went to Washington, D. C. to 
visit her sister, Jean. Leaving on the 
same train for Chicago was Elinore 
Casari who visited friends there. Fran- 
ces was gone for two weeks and Elinore 
came back after a week in the Windy 
city. . . . Irene Siefert spent her vaca- 
eation with her brother who is in the 
army in California. Clara Jones 
made a couple trips to Omaha to visit 
friends and her eve doctor... 
garet Sullivan Reese spent a vacation 
in Montana and after returning, Mar- 
garet resigned to move to Falls City 
for a while and then to Montana for 
the duration. ... Thelma Verno spent 
her vacation with her husband and his 
parents in Pennsylvania. . Doretta 
Drennen’s husband is really the Master 
in the house from now on (of course, 
she won't admit it!) Anyway it is 
Master Sergeant Drennen now, so that 
should mean something. . We are 
welcoming several new girls in the de- 
partment again this month. Dorothy 
Elaine Carlson and Joan Null have 
joined the disbursement section. Elaine 
Bubak and Phyllis Rae Glock are new 
to the revenue section. . Dorothy 
Johnson of the printing service section 
has been working in the revenue sec- 
tion during a slack few weeks in the 
addressograph. . Anita Hult of the 
disbursement section resigned on June 


Laurene Bremer and Marjorie Ohn- | 30 to accept a position as “Mrs.” with 


macht, to whom we extend our hearty | the army. _ 
. Mrs. Lorraine Smith re- | Wishes, Anita! . y 
to join her husband, Cpl. | been taking a day’s vacation here and 
_,{| there to take care of various things 


welcome. . 
Signed June 2 
Larry Smith at Coffeyville, Kansas. . 
Mildred Cohn spent May 29 shopping in 
Omaha. The reason for Dorothy 
fever’s smiles on June 2 is a certain 
Pte. from Chanute Field, Illinois, who 
was here visiting. . 
and Imo Hurlburt went dancing at 
Peony Park in Omaha on June 3... 
Edith Rivett spent 
June 5 in Broken Bow visiting the 
“certain man”... .. Phyllis Adams was 
shopping in Lincoln, June 7... . Mar- 
jorie Gess spent the week-end of June 
i2 with her folks at Dunbar while 
Florence Gess visited her home 
Dunbar on June 19.... Dorothy Nosky 
and 
week-end of June 19. 


J a 


there they enjoyed an evening of danc- 
ing at the Chermot. ... Louise Fritsch 
underwent an appendectomy June 21. 


. . Nadine Borland | 


the week-end of | 


Congratulations, and best 


and stuff around his home... . And 
now if you'll pardon us, we'll take care 
of much the same “things and stuff’ 
around the office. 


Supply Department 


John Reed, Associate Editor 
Although there have been a couple 


of “early birds’’ or so, the vacation 


| season really opened the first of June 
' when Frank Donovan, Ted Nyden, and 


your 


| 


near | 


Erma Brandt were in Omaha the | 
While they were | 
'ecount of 


We hope that she will be back to work | 


soon. 
Platitsmouth 
We're sorry to report that Rose Janda 
has been on the sick list for the past 


two weeks. We miss you, Rose, and 
wish you a speedy recovery. ...R. C. 
Hurmiston, combinationman, has been 


from the 
It's nice having you 


transferred to Plattsmouth 
Wahoo exchange. 
with us, Bob. 


Seward 
“Believe it or not’’—Chris Haberman, 
area manager, lived in 
Friend for twenty years. However, 
Since he was transferred, and moved to 
Seward, he has lived in two different 
houses. . .. Virginia Preston resigned 


her position as an operator to be mar- 
ried late in June. Best wishes for fu- 
ture happiness, Virginia. Ruth 
Burns has turned up with one of those 
beautiful third finger, left hand, deco- 
rations. Dorothy Lange left for 
California on June 28, where she will 
be employed. We wish Dorothy lots of 
good luck. Our new traffic em- 
ployees are Shirley Stovick and Helen 
Greiner. 
Wehoo 

We understand that Ed Dorland and 
Elmer Neujahr were the honor guests 
at a picnic held by the traffic, com- 
mercial and plant employees on June 
3 at the park in Wahoo. Ed and Elmer 
took quite a beating, too. The reason— 
it was their birthday—Harry Moss’ 
“gang” were also guests at the picnic. 

. . Dorothy Vant was one of our June 
She spent her vacation 
parents in Greenwood. 


with her 


Ethel Daharsh went to Los Angeles, | 


} 
{ 
| 
one house | 


correspondent took their vaca- 
Frank spent his at home, June 
— to 20. Ted accompanied his wife on 
his vacation June 1 to 15 on a visit to 
her folks at Schuyler and spent most 
of the time indoors, reading. On ac- 
rainy weather, your corres- 
pondent was indoors most of the time 
working on “inside” jobs, during his 
vacation June 1 to 15. ... Another va- 
cationer, Ben Ferguson, tried to get 


tions. 


caught up with his garden work, June 
14 to 20. H. F. Smith ‘fiddled’ around 


California, to visit her brother during | 


her vacation period. ... We recently 
received a letter from June Milow, 


former operator at Wahoo and Nebras- | 


ka City. June is working at the Swan | 


island shipyards in Portland, Oregon, | 


and is well pleased with her work... | 
Ed Flowerday vacationed from June 14! 
to the 28. His time was spent touring 
around the “luscious” country in Ne- 
braska, visiting the large (?) cities of | 
Seward, Lincoln, Wahoo, etc. ... Mae 
Meduna’s sister has been visiting her 
the past few weeks. Her sister lives in 
Los Angeles, ... The traffic department 
held a picnic Tuesday evening, June 29 
at the Wahoo park. And what a picnic 
it was! They feasted upon fried chicken 
and all the trimmings. 
Weeping Water 

It looks like Bob Gray is going to 
take over where “Dick” Morgan left off 
when it comes to the “art” of corn 
shucking. Bob recently purchased a | 
farm of 15 acres located at the edge of | 
town, and already he has appeared at | 
the office looking as though he had | 
‘“purned to a crisp.” 


spent Saturday, June 12 shopping in | 
Lincoln. Mr. and Mrs. O. B. Dill | 
and son, Kenneth, spent June 6 at | 


David City visiting Mrs. Dill’s parents. | 

. Eleanor Lane spent June 12 in Ne- 
braska City. ...On June 23, we found 
Mrs. Lelia Fitzpatrick in Nebraska City 


omcceka 
V1ISTt 


ing friends... . } Mrs. Iva Clary vis- | 
ited her daughter in Otoe on June 25 
asia 26; ..-.. + Addalene Lorensen was a | 
Lincoln shopper on June 24, 


. Fern Davis | 


his house during the same _ period, 
though we don’t know whether he im- 
proved his Victory garden or not. ... 
Leonard Van Horn, a former con- 


struction employee and now telephone. 


superintendent at the Des Moines 
Ordnance plant was a surprise visitor 
to the general shop on June 18. nor 
New employees now working in the 
supply department are Herbert W. 


1. Two of our York operators—Velma Garlock (left), and Edna Pflughaupt. 
very nice view of several of the operators! 


. Mar- | 


. Dewey Nelsen has | 


Potter, son of Treasurer H. W. Potter, 
and Robert E. Goldstein. Herb is em- 
ployed in the storeroom and Bob in the 
general shop. . James Johnson re- 
signed on June 15 to accept a position 
elsewhere. . . . Joseph C. Giest, son of 
Alex Giest of the service department 
-and employed for the past year in the 
storeroom and general shop, left on 
_June 23 to enter the Navy. He left for 
the Naval Officer’s Training School at 
Peru, Nebraska, July 1. . Richard 
| Hobson, son of John Hobson of the con- 
'struction department and employed in 
| the storeroom, entered the Naval Air 
Corps Training School at Ames, Iowa, 
July 1... . Pfe. Joseph Dewey Lewis, 
/son of Oscar Lewis, was promoted to 
the rank of corporal on completion of 
his airplane mechanics course at the 
Lincoln Air Base Technical School. Joe, 
who was an employee at one time, is 
now stationed in Burbanks, California. 
. . . A letter from Floyd Henson on 
June 15 states that he is now stationed 
at the San Antonio Aviation Cadet 
center. Floyd has been classified as a 
navigator and is soon to enter the air 
navigation school. He mentions, among 
other things, that he enjoys reading his 
copy of the ‘‘News.”’ . We have a 
letter from Pfe. Ernest M. Barney, who 
is now in the Air Corps school at Kees- 
ler Field, Mississippi. He is attending 
the airplane mechanics school and has 
already been promoted to the rank of 
private first class. ... Pfe. Joseph C. 
Nosky recently wrote the ‘gang” at 
the warehouse that he had just com- 
pleted 
work and is now attending the ad- 
vanced school. He received a private 
first class rating as a reward for ex- 
cellent work in the preliminary school. 
... H. Huddleston recently heard from 
M/Sgt. Jack Huddleston who is now in 
England. He says in his letter that the 
'English have taken a terrible beating 
but are sure pouring it back on the 
enemy now. He speaks of the English 
railroad freight cars being about the 
size of our supply department truck. 
The coal cars are about as big as farm 
wagons! Yet the passenger cars ride 
| better than those on the American rail- 
‘roads, with hardly any jerking. The 
'towns are large and sprawling. Prac- 
tically all the land is under cultivation. 
Jack thinks the English could learn 
something from our Victory gardens. 
The Army food there is as good as 
in the United States. Prices of sup- 
'plies at Army post exchanges are no 
'different than in the United States. 
| Sounds like “Sarge’”’ Jack isn’t doing so 
|' badly on the other side. We hope you 
get to meet Boyd Wedgwood before 
long, Jack. ... In a recent letter to 
his father, H. Huddleston, Capt. T. E. 
Huddleston, spoke of making a 6,000 
mile trip in 60 days in a reconnaisance 
car on the plains and mountains of 
North Africa. To quote Tom, “I never 
realized how much I appreciated our 
United States flag, not so much the flag 
itself, but what it stands for. In travel- 
ing, we would be several days without 
-coming in contact with any English- 
speaking people. All those we contact- 
ed were foreigners. We would come 
upon a U. S. Army group indicated by 
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his preliminary radio school’ 
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the American flag; you don’t know how 
much I appreciated coming into con- 
tact with people who talk the same 
language and think the same way.” 
Tom says Africa would be a junk man’s 
paradise with all the huge piles of 
material—everything from food to can- 
non—that were captured. ... We wish 
to extend our sympathy to Wallace 
Backus on the death of his wife, Min- 
nie, who passed away May 14 at the age 
of 68. Funeral services were held at 
Wadlow’s and burial took place in 
Memorial Park cemetery. Mr. Backus 
is a pensioner of the Company. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 


A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 


It looks like we are going to have 
to break down and put some news in 
this month. Admittedly this is a bad 
situation (Ed. Note: It’s amazing, we 
never expected any real news out of 
Gorman), but several newsworthy items 
have cropped up which really should 
receive attention. ... Bill Christensen, 
former collection department employee, 
came through Lincoln enroute to a new 
navy assignment. He recently was pro- 
moted from Lieutenant Junior grade to 
Lieutenant Senior grade and, if we 
know Bill, he certainly is deserving 
of the promotion. He recently had the 
honor of meeting the Duke of Windsor 
at Bermuda during a stop-over there. 
Bill said it was all pretty impressive to 
him when he stepped up and said “I’m 
very pleased to meet you, your Royal 
Highness,”” but he doubted if the Duke 
was likewise impressed. ... Mrs. Ger- 
trude Merriman (formerly Gertrude 
Wood) returned from New Mexico for 
a visit. Her husband, Lt. James Merri- 
man, is stationed with the Army there. 

. . Lt. Waldo McDowell, stationed at 
Omaha, was promoted from Second 
Lieutenant to First Lieutenant. We 
don’t know why. All we know is that 
they did. . It’s been real hot and 
disagreeable lately but it seems like 
there is always something to add a 
note of cheer. Marj Whiting took a 
week of her vacation and Aldean Wood 
has been gone for awhile pinch hitting 
in the general office. The trouble is 
that all good things come to an end. 
Marj’s vacation is over and Aldean is 
liable to come back after her temporary 
assignment. We have had some relief, 
however, no poems for several weeks 
now... . Mr. Cary says he is going to 
have the buzzer in his office taken out, 
at least until Mary Ann Hedstrom, his 
secretary, gets back from her vacation. 
Mary Ann is taking a couple of weeks 
to visit the boy friend and brother in 
Idaho and during her absence Betty- 
““Buzz-me-Miss-Blue”-Crew is taking 
the Boss’ dictation. The other day a 
loud and persistent clamor was heard 
emitting from the inner sanctum of 
the D.C.M.’s private office. After an 
interval during which everybody’s neck 
was craned to see where the buzzer 
was being buzzed from, the boss paced 
out of his office and asked Miss Crew 
Pleasantly but firmly if she would mind 
very much removing her knee from the 
push button on the side of her desk. 
Betty’s face has now subsided from a 
definite scarlet to a delicate pink. ... 


If you’re a little low and need a boost 
financially it seems that Ace Waters 
is definitely the man for the touch. 
His famous 7:00 A.M. breakfast 24 
hours previous is now a matter of his- 
tory. But just a couple of weeks ago 
he went through another ordeal much 
along the same line. The girls who 
were getting out the bills finished the 
job in record time just as Ace strode 
through the door to see how things 
were going. “Well,” said he laughingly 
(trying to make it appear obvious he 
was joking), “It would seem to me that 
such a good job should deserve a re- 
ward of at least an ice cream cone.” 
The girls allowed as how he was right 
and when he journeyed to the third 
floor for a quick cup of coffee later 
on they descended upon him in a body 
ordering cones in one loud chorus. 
Waters shelled out but has been seen 
stumbling around mumbling to himself 
ever since. He definitely is not happy. 
i The Army transferred Lt. Ade 
Newens, feet and all, from Chandler, 
Arizona to Hobbs, New Mexico. What 
surprises us is that the Army at 
Chandler stood it as long as they did. 
But we hear the Army’s feelings in the 
matter wasn’t entirely the deciding fac- 
tor. They have a better grade of snakes 
in Arizona then they do in New Mexi- 
co and the Arizona snakes thought 
Newens would be more at home after 
he moved. ... We had a letter from 
Woods recently in which he enclosed 
a picture purporting to be the building 
at 320 St. Paul Place, Baltimore, in 
which he allegedly works. With it was 
a sarcastic note to the effect that he 
hoped this would convince us that he 
didn’t work in the fish market area. It 
was a pretty good looking building but 
we noticed that the man in front of it 
was holding his nose as he walked by. 
This, of course, still bears out our or- 
iginal contention that 320 St. Paul Place 
is in the fish market. On _ second 
thought, maybe it isn’t, but people just 
hold their noses anyway, now that 
Woods is there! 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still coming and go- 
ing in the service department. Those 
who stayed at home and worked were: 
Jay Pugsley, Alex Geist, Frank Kuch- 
era, R. E. Burkett, E. S. Fisher, Fay 
Theis, Dell Gilmore and Ivan Paddock. 
... HE. E. Johnson vacationed from June 
6 to 19 spending part of the time in 
Omaha. ... D. C. Travis during his 
vacation worked on his house at Shu- 
bert, Nebraska. . . . Lydia Schneider 
enjoyed her vacation by staying home 
and resting up for the hot summer 
months ahead. ... Francis Hanson va- 
cationed at Spencer, Nebraska, visiting 
her father.... Your correspondent spent 
a very enjoyable three weeks vacation 
in Lincoln and Texas. . . Howard 
Stroup visited the switchroom while on 
furlough from Camp Bowie, Texas. 
The dark Texas “sun tan’”’ sure becomes 
Howard. . .. Charles Ford dropped in 
to see the boys in the switchroom while 
in Lincoln on business. He showed some 
of them how they play pinochle in 
Missouri. ... J. C. Miller, B. D. Patti- 


2. A view of the operators’ rest room in Lincoln. Also, a 
3. The two “Georges” of the York area—Wire Chief George Mehuron (left), the famous dog 
fancier, and Area Commercial Manager George Dobson, the equally famous (some say “infamous’”) punster! 


4. E. T. Westerhoff, of the 


supply office, Lincoln. He’s an expert juggler of invoices and requisitions—a job that can easily set a man to cutting out paper dolls! 
5. And here’s the demon statistician of the supply department—L. A. Stacy. He has “rassled” with inventories for so many years that he 


knows all the answers—and most of the questions! 
cently acquired husband, Seaman Arthur J. Wilmes. 


6. The former Bette Duncan, of the Hastings commercial department, and her re- 
7. Ruth Goslin, efficient operator in the Lincoln traffic department. 


8. Two of the 


boys who keep things moving in the general repair shop, Lincoln. Lowell Johnson is in the foreground, and “Wes” Haas, the mighty 
rabbit hunter, sits by the window. 
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son, R. R. Winders and E. T. Dougherty 
are working on installation at the air 
bases at Fairmont and Bruning. ... 
Mahlon Knudson, the youngest son of 
H. S. Knudson, was shot in the right 
eye with a BB gun while playing with 
friends. He is being treated at St. 
Elizabeth’s hospital. The sight of the 
eye has not been permanently injured. 
. .. Frank Norton, a former employee 
in the switchroom was a visitor last 
month, 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Jeanne Holmes, Associate Editor 


We understand that’ our paper has 
quite a circulation. In fact, it over- 
whelms one to know that former em- 
ployees, now living in California, Wash- 
ington, Oregon and all points south, re- 
ceive a copy of our “News”; and we are 
proud. Hope that Maxine Bettenhausen 
Trump sees our paper this month be- 
cause we want to thank her so much, 
for the lovely pictures she sent for 
the operators lounge. . .. Ruth Schulte 
took a hand at instructing, and on June 
14, she turned out a fine group of local 
operators — Virginia Johnsen, Delores 
Peterson, Vivian Waechter and Sylvia 
Wiley. . . . On Monday morning, June 
28, Caroline Ronhovde took her place 
in the toll classroom, to teach Lola and 
Ruth Hetherington, Esther Michel, 
Ruby McKeen, Leata Smelser and Doris 
Hartley to be A-1 long distance opera- 
tors. .. Evelyn Leypoldt Bell re- 
signed in order to keep up with the 
numerous duties bestowed upon a 
housewife. . . . Bernice Dwoky turned 
in her headset when her husband was 
released from the army to do farm 
work. . . Welcome back, Kathleen 
Cary. Our welcome also goes out to 
Dorothy Summers, a newcomer in the 
general traffic office. . Of course, 
vacation season is in full swing. Georgia 
Finnigan, Lorena Clark and Margaret 
Micloski returned from vacations last 
week. They’re looking as fresh as 
daisies. As we mentioned before, it’s 
quite a task to keep up with the girls 
in the operating room. However, here 
are some more vacationers we missed. 
Erma Hruska, Henrietta Giebehaus, 
Aleta Pomeroy and Zeta Thomas. We 
hope you girls too, had an enjoyable 
rest. . . . Marie Jackson, general traf- 
fic office, started her vacation June 22, 
when she left for Washington to visit 
her husband who is with the Signal 
Corps. Several weeks ago, when 
we were having so many electrical 
storms, the night girls in our operating 
room, not once but several times, found 
themselves sitting in total darkness. 
You can imagine what an experience 
that would be, especially those of you 
who are familiar with our operating 
room and know that twenty-four hours 
a day a great number of tiny lights 
dance about the big switchboards and 
the overhead lighting makes the room 
as bright as day. The girls were res- 
cued though, by our service men with 
their lanterns and flash lights, and 
within a short time everything was 
well under control. . .. The time has 
come for your correspondent to pass 
the job of associate editor to another 
member of the traffic department. We 
hope she will enjoy writing for you as 
much as we have and when we're in 
Austin, Texas, we'll be hearing from 
you all, through the “Telephone News.” 


Southern District 
Harlan Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Marcia Nelson and Margaret Handley 
have been transferred to Beatrice traf- 
fic. Another loss to the traffic de- 
partment at Auburn was Mrs. Mary 
Schmidt who will join her husband in 
Sioux Falls, S. D. Pfe. Schmidt is in 
th Army Air Corps. ... We welcome 
Ardis Eden and Ruth Shanks as new 
student operators. . . . Thelma Whit- 
nack is enjoying a two weeks vacation 
visiting her sister at Junction City, Mis- 
souri.... These third finger, left hand 
affairs happen every once in a while. 
This time it is Thayer Morgan and 
Thelma Whitnack. Congratulations, 
girls. 


Beatrice 


R. I. Schouborg, wire chief, spent the 
week-end of May 22 visiting with Bob, 
Jr. at Camp Crowder, Mo. ... George 
Sumner took his vacation the latter 
part of May, spending most of his time 
visiting friends and relatives at Clay 
Center. ... Frank Nevitt and Leland 


‘+ Hodge spent their vacations at home. 


. . Charles Dickenman spent several 
days in Omaha this month... . Letty 
Mann has returned to us for the sum- 
mer. . Etheleen Miller resigned to 
go to California to live with relatives. 
... Eleanor Kress left June 14 for Cali- 
fornia for an extended visit. ... Bessie 
Elwood resigned recently to join the 
WAVEs. ... Bonnie Folk resigned to 
take a position at the Daily Sun office 
at Beatrice. ... We welcome LaVerta 
Peterson, Vivian Neugebauer, Sarah 
Seckman, Marcia Nelson and Margaret 
Handley, the two latter ones being 
transferred from Auburn. ... Norma 
Gillam spent her vacation the first of 
June visiting at Blue Springs and Wich- 
ita, Kansas. Edith Franz is spending 
her vacation in Oklahoma and Beatrice. 


Burchard 


Mrs. Hattie Wilcox visited at Hardy 
over the week-end of May 30. 


Cook 


Mrs. Ida Townsend was a Peru vis- 
itor June 15... . Lillian Harper of Lin- 
coln and Esther Fritz of Sterling spent 
June 13 visiting with Ida Townsend.... 
Mary Estes is vacationing in Kansas 
City. 

Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Bertha Sharp and family spent 
May 30 in Beatrice where they visited 
the Army camp at Chautauqua Park. 


Daykin 
Mrs. Frank Wells, mother of Mrs. 
Mildred Kleinemeier, chief operator- 
cashier, passed away June 22. 
DeWiti 
Edna Wayman is spending her two 
weeks vacation at home. 
Fairbury 
Pearl Bishop is enjoying her vacation 
in Missouri. . Doreas Slater has just 
returned to work from her vacation. | 


_ Mandane Reid is spending her vaca- 
Kansas and Colorado. 
Wauneta Childs is also on her vacation. 
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Hasting Commercial Department | York 


Mary Ann Swanson is our new com-| Members of the traffic, commercial 
mercial clerk taking the place of Bette and plant departments bid farewell to 
Duncan, who resigned recently to be} Marie Haberman the last part of June. 
married. Marie leaves soon for San Diego, Cali- 


'fornia, to become Mrs. Bill Hanson. 

Hastings Plant Department One of our much enjoyed “get to- 
Visitors during the month included | gethers” was given in her honor. Marie 
Mr. Behm, Mr. Donley, Mr. Strasser, i missed by all of us but 
|Mr. Boyles, Mr. Stebbings and Mr. | we do wish her much happiness in her 


|least a flying visit when they are in 
town and we are glad to welcome them. 


the pole. 
upon his imagination to supply the ex- 


' 


_. . We welcome back J. C. Gear, wire 
chief, after a month’s illness. . Hazel 
Stanl ey. Wauneta Kvasnicka, Anna- 
beHe Singleton, Charlotte Lesher are 
the new operators in the traffic de- | 
partment. 
Friend 

On the evening of May 24 all em-| 
ployees enjoyed a picnic at the park | 
and a show afterwards. ... Mr. Brock 
eceived a big surprise package on June | 
21, a lovely father’s day gift and card | 
from his for mer associates in Hastings. 
Daddy Brock says it’s very kind of 
the boys to remember him, and takes | 


this means of thanking them most sin- | 


eerely for the old shoes. 
Humboldt 
Mrs. Harriette Oldham left June 15 


neaster, California where she 
ill reside. .. . Gayle Neff has resigned 
j = sae to Denv er, 

n Harding, a former employee, 
ek with us for the summer months. 
_. . Mary Meister and Betty Jo Burow 
were Auburn visitors June 20... . Dar- 
lene Stalder is spending her vacation 
Lineoln and Hiawatha, Kansas. 


is ba 


in 


Johnson 
Mrs. Irene Ray and daughter, Shirley, 
were in Lincoln June 18. 
Peru 
Elmena Railsback has resigned to 
make her home in California. : 
Thelma Saver spent June 22 in Ne- 
braska City. 


Steinauer 
Alice Hartman of Seward spent June 
12 visiting Mrs. Divis. ... Mrs. Divis 
; a Tecumseh visitor June 18. 


Sterling 

Mable Wevers enjoyed her two weeks 
vacation the first of June... . Esther 
Fritz was an Adams visitor over the 
week-end of June 5... . Lillian Harper 
Lineoln visited the office June 16. 
Fritz left June 23 to take 
of chief operator at 


Or 
Esther 

the duties 
raha. 
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Table Rock 

Leulla Talbot resigned June 1 to go 
to Colorado. ... We welcome Jeanne 
Palbot, student operator, to the Com- 
jany. .. Erma Jancik returned June 
Ll ¢ her two weeks vacation. 
reeman returned June 22 
» weeks vacation. 


Pearl F after 


Tecumseh 


called to Comstock on 
account of the death of his brother 
May 26. . Harold Drake enjoyed a 
fishing trip to Davenport recently. 
and Mrs. C. B. Meshier left June 1 
on their vacation. 
son's graduation from the U. S. Naval 
Academy at Annapolis on June 9. They 
also visited in Washington, D. C.... 
Erma Hruska of Lincoln visited in Te- 
cumseh during her vacation. ... Joan 
Lempka was a Lincoln visitor June l. 
. Berniece Robb was a Lincoln visitor 
June 7. . Clara Costello started her 
two weeks vacation June 15.... Golda | 


Bivin Wait was 


ven 
Vil. 


Thompson was called to Enid, Okla- 
homa, June 18, because of the illness 
and death of her brother. 

Tobias 


Nata Hershey spent her vacation at 
home and attending the Pilgrims Fel- 
lowship Summer Conference at Doane 
college at Crete. 


Wilber 


Anna Aden is dividing her vacation 
time between Lincoln, Omaha, and Wil- 
ber. . Area Manager W. L. Eckles 
and family, 
the L. M. Miller residence. 
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Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 

Davenport 

Mildred Miskimins, 
cashier, left recently for California. She | 
has been in the employ of the Company 
in Davenport for the past six years. 
Miss Lautenschlager, her assistant, is | 
taking over her position. 

Exeter 

Mrs. Otto Buck and Jerry of Has- 
tings visited June 23, 24, and 25 at the 
Exeter exchange. ... Mr. and Mrs. Joe 


Abrams spent part of their vacation 
visiting Margie Grewell. 


Geneva 


Colleen McDonald and Patty Murrell | visiting in Shickley before entering the 


returned from York where they had 
been taking training as toll students. 
. Frances Hutchens, chief operator, 
spent June 11 in Lincoln... . Visitors 
at the office the past month included 
“Doc” Wilson, Francis Darnold, C. 
Boyles, F. E. Behm, L. P. Young, Ralph | 
Wait, and Joy Dobbs. 
bitt and Marian Hiligren spent the 
week-end of June 13 in Superior. 
Bett ty Hester, operator, is receiving toll 
training in York. ... Evelyn Linde and | 
Phyllis Fellows spent June 23 visiting 


friends in Lincoln. ... Marian Boyle, 
eee Ekdahl, Erma Dixon, Ruby 
yior, and Evelyn DuBois have been 


work ing at the Fairmont air base... 


New v student operators are Eloise Bend- 
er, Ardeen Hofferber, Evelyn Brower 
and Jo Ann Carlson. ... Winona Bob- | 


bitt was sent to Superior to be trained 
for 
bigler and Evelyn DuBois 
from Superior where they 

training toll operators. .. 
Ekdahl spent 


visiting her 


returned 


- 
as 


. Linnea 
June 26 and 27 in Polk 
parents. 


They attended their | 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


_ing his vacation and how he regr -etted | 
Colorado to live. | 


| 


| 


| early morning and late evening shift 


_and Miss Paige is the day instructor. 


| 


of Plattsmouth, spent June | 


| 
{ 


visiting in Omaha. 


chief operator- | Ww 


| 


| 


| 


. Winona Bob- | 


| ing the early part of June put a lot 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| Area Manager Kubat and 
-| Whitney to put on their high top boots | 


{ 
| 


is helping out at the Harvard Air Base. 


a toll instructor. ...] Madeline Berk- | 
had been | 


and Mrs. Fern MacDonald are helping | 


our 


cases of wet cable. Alex Pauley acted 
/as Elmer’s helper. 


the weather that day, 


| their home in Oregon. 


Purvis of the Postal Telegraph Com- | 
pany. We always have a warm spot in 
hearts for 
who formerly 
Company. 


new home... . Ruth Swanson, formerly 
| of the Stromsburg commercial office, 
the people from Postal | succeeds Miss Haberman. . Minnie 
had contacts with our | Metcalf, chief operator, headed the 
They never fail to pay us at | June vacationers and spent her time at 
Rock Island, Illinois,, visiting relatives 
' and friends. ... Area Commercial Man- 
. . During the early part of June, Ted | ager Dobson followed soon after with a 

Burr was struck by lightning. Ted was | vacation spent at home and visiting his 
on a pole when the bolt with his name | mother in Lincoln: . . . Last but not 
on it hit the lead about two spans from | least, Beth Mohler, operator, is spend- 
From there Ted has to call| ing her vacation at home just taking 
life easy and who could think of a 
nicer way to spend a vacation. ...We 
welcome six new girls to our local 
force—Margaret Rogers and Dorothy 
Stauffer just completing their training 
and Rosemary Wages, June Anderson, 
Lila Lee Jordan and Ardith Mason who 
are now in training. Speaking of girls 
in training, we also had with us Col- 
leen McDonald and Patricia Murrel 
from Geneva who spent two weeks 
| with us for toll training. This week we 
It seemed natural to' have Betty Hester, also from Geneva. 
have those two ‘“yeggs’’ around again.|. . . Everyone was very happy to see 
. Chauncey Eggerss dropped in dur- | Gladys Fellows Hennessy who stopped 

in to say hello. Gladys is now with her 

it—for once we got our checks before | soldier husband stationed near Mesa, 
the Lincoln bunch so he immediately | Arizona, . Capt. B. I. ‘Fritz’? Noble, 
made a note to take up the a Coens, area manager here, spent a 
when he returned to Lincoln. . Bob | few hours greeting friends in the York 
and Junior Schouburg spent one noon | office. . Lucile Miller Splinter of 
hour in the Hastings office renewing | 
acquaintances. Bob looks like the Army | 
life is agreeing with Junior—in other 
words, they both looked in the pink. 
We know that Bob was a little under 
however, as he 
never mentioned fish once. ... That 


act details for the next few minutes. 
When he came to, he was still hang- | 
ing on the‘pole not too much the worse | 
for the experience. . . . Lee Millholen 
spent the last week of June working at 
the Harvard Air Base. With Lee gone, 
Jack Nordheim and Ted Burr have 
been plenty busy with local rural in- 
stalls. . . . The rains came and so did 
Elmer Moorhead to clear up several | 


fice recently. 


July Service 


Anniversaries 


you see around here is any one of the 
boys taking the Harvard Air Base op- 
erators to and from work so don’t let 
your imagination play any tricks on 
you if you see a lineman driving down 
the road with a couple of good looking 
gals. . . . Jack Mason now has another 
boy in the armed forces. . .. Milton 
Mason has passed his army air corps 
examination and is expecting to be 
called about the first of September. If 
we just give Jack a little more time he 
will get it evened up. He now has two 
boys in the navy and one in the army 
air corps. 


Forty Years 
E. S. Fischer, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
G. B. Arnold, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
G. W. Griffith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 


R. M. Green, C. H. Palmquist, 
Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
H. M. Branch, Hastings. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
R. S. Brewster, Lincoln. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


Ida Schmidt had her tonsils removed 
and will be absent for about a week. 
. Marian Gebhardt was on a vacation 
for a week. ... On June 16, some of 
our Hastings operators began working 
at the new switchboard at the Harvard 


Twenty-Eight Years 


Air Base. The operators include the Frieda Hoffman, Hastings; Mae 
Misses Ebert, Whitaker, Carmichael, | Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. Taedter, 
Keller, Schneider, Buss and Benken | Hebron. 


and Mrs. Baker. . . . New operators in- 
clude Misses Kenney, James, Johnson, | 
and Griess. . .. Miss Sherman is our | 
new evening instructor, Miss Hajny is 
evening supervisor on the local board 


Twenty-Seven Years 
B. F. Ferguson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 


W. P. Conn, Ann Keegan, Lin- 


Hebron coln. 


Margaret Bethscheider, chief opera- 
tor, and Regina Bethscheider, assistant 
Chief operator, have been on the sick 
list this month. Miss Josephine 
Andres, our new cashier at Hebron, 
spent a week in Hastings taking com- 
mercial training. . Maxine Daven- 
port, operator, resigned June 9 and is 
leaving for Buffalo, New York, where 
she will be married to Harold Kronse. 
Mr. Kronse is a foreman in the Curtiss- 
Wright airplane factory. . Lola Kut- 
| las is leaving to be married to Roy 
Kinzie of Hebron. They plan to make 


Twenty-Four Years 
G. W. Miers, Seward. 


Twenty-Three Years 
EK. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 


Twenty-Two Years 
T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 


Twenty-One Years 


G. A. Foster, Lincoln; 
Meister, Humboldt. 


Twenty Years 


Carl Ahl, Teresa Berlowitz, 
Dorothy Miller, Lincoln; Gladys 
Walker, Milford; Katherine Hohn- 
stein, Harvard; M. L. Hodge, Be- 
atrice. 


Mary 


Ohiowa 
Dorothy Stowell, operator, was trans- 
ferred from Ohiowa to the Hebron of- 
fice. . . . Bernice Schmale, student op- 
erator, was promoted to replace Miss 
Stowell. . Lavera Matthies is a new 


student operator. Nineteen Years 


J. L. Alldritt, Friend. 


Seventeen Years 


C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Hass, Lin- 
celn. 


Osceola 


Maxine Herbes, cashier, enjoyed a 
week of her vacation the first part of 
June. She spent the time at home and 


Sixteen Years 


Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, 
Lincoln. 


Polk 


Vacation time is in full swing. Arlene 
right returned to work after spend- 
ing ten days of her vacation with her 
parents in Osceola and visiting in Lin- 
coln. . . . Leona McGrew, chief opera- 
‘tor, left for Davenport, Iowa, June 22 
where she will spend her vacation with 
her husband who is in the armed forces 
and on furlough. . Loneta Anderson 
spent June 2] visiting in York. 


Shickley 


Eva Kapke and her father spent May 
30 in Seward. . .. Earl Paul French, a 
| nephew of Eva Kapke, spent two weeks 


Fifteen Years 


P. J. Caldwell, Clay Center; 
Kathryn Owens, Nebraska City. 


Fourteen Years 
Louise Erdmann, G. E. Miller, 
Lincoln; Ethel Patrick, Waco. 
Thirteen Years 
Mildred Cohn, Nebraska City; 
H. W. Armagost, Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 


R. E. Galley, W. H. Mulhallen, 
R. O. Sherman, Lincoln; A. M. 
Newens, Military Service. 


services. He is from Granite City, Ili- 
nois. 


Superior 


Frances Knothe recently resigned and 
left for Tacoma, Washington, where 
‘she is to be married. The traffic de- 
partment gave a party for her and pre- 


Ten Years 
Elinore Casari, Zeta Thomas, 
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sented her with gifts... . Cozie Bruck- pe Hazel eres Cedar 
ert is on her vacation and is spending | Bluffs; Norma Tachovsky, Be- 
the time with home folks in Bruning. _atrice. 


. Winon Bobbitt of Geneva has been 
in Superior for a week receiving train- 
ing. ... The rain and wind storms dur- 


Nine Years 
G. L. Caley, Fairbury. 


Eight Years 


V. H. Baum, Marie Jackson, 
Lincoln; Evelyn Letellier, Nebras- 
ka City. 


of telephones out of order and caused 
“Shrimp” 


and old working clothes. ... Bert Kline 


Seven Years 


| Grace Lux, Shelby; Ila Wylder, 
‘Lincoln. 


. A radio call came through this of- 
fice from a program over the networks. 


Sutton 


Mildred Schleiger, operator, has been | r 
seriously ill. . Mrs. Lillian McDonald | Six Years 


out in the traffic department. 


Beryl Leslie, Fairbury. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Washington, D. C., also visited the of- | ; 
Felton, H. B. Hensel,, Ed Herrick, 


Cozie L. Bruckert, Superior; | activity at the exchange is under the general supervision of Area Manager E 
| W 


oe a ee Se uuly, 19de 


Robert Green 
Mourns Soldier Son 


ae tragedy of war has 

again ‘touched our em- 
ployee group in the reported 
death in the southwest Pacific 
of Merrill Green, son of Robert 
Green and grandson of Merrill N. 
Green, both of the Lincoln service 
department. While some doubt 
was attached to the first report, it 


J. P. Lahr, manager at Hastings, 
and family have just returned 
from a month’s trip to California. 
They were accompanied by Man- 
ager and Mrs. William Eckles, of 
the Edgar exchange. 


George Walroth, golfer, tiring 
of the monotony of seeking 
“birdies” and getting “buzzards,” 
grabbed himself a hole-in-one on 
Number 12 at Antelope, recently. 


Names in the month’s news: 
D. G. Bell, Ed Dorland, Georgia 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 
The following employees have 
entered the service during the 
past month: H. A. Waymire, clerk 
for district foreman at Lincoln; 


Melvin Lamp, night testman,|Finnigan, Alex Geist, Lillian|now seems quite definitely estab- 
York; L. B. Mapel, manager at| Harper, W. J. Knudson, Ken Law- | lished that the young man was 
Utica; Alex Noyes, manager at!son, Ruth Rodine, Lee Schlentz, | killed on June 14, while on duty 


Tamora; Alonzo F. Farrow, engi- 
neering department clerk and 
Ralph Mangel, commercial clerk 
at Hastings. 

Word has just been received of 
the safe arrival in France of Joe 
Abrams, H. F. McCulla and R. H. 
Ojers. 


Maude Willey, Homer Woods. as a gunner of a Flying Fortress 


in the New Guinea area. He was 
a staff sergeant and entered the 
service in January, 1942. Merrill 
was not a Company employee, al- 
though he had worked for short 
periods during directory delivery 
in recent years. Very little pub- 
licity has been given as yet to the 
tragedy, due to fear of its effect 
upon the boy’s ailing grand- 
mother, Mrs. Merrill N. Green. 
The deep sympathy of every em- 
ployee goes out to this fine family 
in this dark hour. 


“Journey's End” 


HEE dent gos Lynn Bottorff, in- 
fant son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Aten aowha boy abate day Pies Bottorff, passed away 
July 4. Herb is switchtoardman|June 7. F uneral services were 
at the Lincoln exchange. 

Mrs. Sybila Brandt, chief op- 
erator at DeWitt has been trans- 
ferred to Fairbury. 

Ed Dorland has been added to 
the plant department at Hum- 
boldt. 


Names in the month’s news: 
Ralph Breiner, R. H. Elliott, Harry 


held at the home June 9. 
|Burial was in Wyuka ceme- 
tery. Mr. Bottorff is employed 
in the switchroom at Lincoln. 


Ten Years Ago 


District and Area Station Statistics 


F. S. Holmes, Sam Jackson, Don- Gain or Loss 


ald R. Smith, Walter Thorgrim- Gain or Loss Since 
son, Helen Wallick, D. C. Wilson. for June, 1943 January 1, 1943 
Fifteen Years Ago Central District .............................. 1 628 

Ed Burke, instructor and Ray astern. District—_ 

Misner, captain of the Company ayes UW 9 
First Aid team administered aid avid ke eereeeeeeneeetteeeeseeeee nee 3 4 
to an eighty-five year old man | Nebraska City ..........-..------.--- 13 is 
who had been struck down by a | oelince aaa wtteceeeeseeeseeeeeneeeeees 1 i 
tire company truck in front of | OW AN aces apna n Sinsenhabbendeaees ad 7 
the Lincoln office building. | WAN... ---eenneeceeececceeeeeeeeeeees a — 

Claude Helm has been em- | dl Wye) £21 Let pear etree Sac oa SAC te, AN —12 351 
ployed at Syracuse as groundman. 

W. C. Maxfield, lineman at|} Southern District— 

Plattsmouth has been transferred | FS 008 oo Laem etek cael 5 58 
to Weeping Water as combination- | PICAUTICOS site cccceeersvimnenengietecetc= 22 175 
man. AIC DULY cacti ite dee 24 85 

Adella Kyckelhahn of the Lin- P@QUIMSG IY “seeriesasiiees cherie 7 50 
coln service department recently WIDOT ark tee et ee 9 74 
drove to Blue Hill to test out and Otel. 2. nee 67 442 
to sh ff her b hip- 

EE ee eee ee Western District— 

The construction work on the, GlGNeVa> 222... ae 18 251 
new building at Wymore has been PIOSUIN Soo eee esteecco 23 177 
completed and it is thought that Lis} 2) 96) 2 lee eee ae Aen ae ae 4 62 
the new C.O.E. will be ready to Osceola SEE PT TE eee —1 24 
cut into service by August first. PUDEPIOT hors icc Bie 4 64 


Alex Staley, of Lincoln, is back 
on the job after a siege of illness. 

Names in the month’s news: 
George Albury, C. C. Donley, Pet- | 
er Gartner, George Mann, E. L. 
Martin, J ack Mason, Lyman Neff, 
V.A. Randall, W. H. Spurlock, ii 
O. Wentick. 


A QUICK LOOK AT OUR N.O.P. EXCHANGE 


\/* WANT to assure everyone that we really prize the above pictures. We would not be 
able, of course, to take our own pictures of our exchange which serves the Nebraska 
Ordnance Plant at Mead—in fact, we’d get the the old heave-ho in short order if we ar- 
rived at the gate with a camera! But our good friend Clair Wolfe — formerly editor at 
Weeping Water and later public relations director at the ordnance plant—took the pictures 
and graciously sent a set of the prints to the “News.” 1. Members of our Wahoo plant force 
who work on maintenance at N. O. P. Left to right, Elmer Neujahr, E. J. Flowerday and 
Dewey Olsen. 2. The big switchboard which serves the entire plant reservation. All oper- 
ators are supplied by the corporation operating the ordnance plant. 3. The “old maestro”— 
Claude L. Walker—who is the wire chief at the ordnance plant exchange. es maintenance 


L. Dorland, 
ahoo. 
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Ed Flowerday Is 
New Humboldt Manager 


Resignation Of Newhouse 
Brings Wahoo Plant 
Employee To Important 
New Position. 


DWIN J. Flowerday, merit 

combinationman at Wahoo, 
is the new manager at Hum-| 
boldt, suc- 
} ceeding Thad 
| Newhouse re- 
signed. Mr. 
Flowerday| 
took charge 
© at Humboldt) 
» on August 2, 
Mm and moved 
& his family to. 


i that town) 
shortly there- 
E. J. Flowerday after. 
Our new 
Humboldt manager brings a 
fine background of practical 
telephone experience to this 
very important assignment. 
He joined our organization as. 
a groundman in the construc- 
tion department in 1929. He 
was transferred to the Ne- 
braska City plant department 
in 1933, and to Sterling in 1934. | 
He gained managerial experi- 
ence from a subsequent trans-_ 
fer to Bennet in 1935, where 
he served as manager for ap- 
proximately two years. His. 
transfer to Wahoo, in 1987, 
gave him an opportunity to| 
acquire additional valuable | 
plant experience during the) 
hectic period when the tele-| 
phone system was in the pro-| 
cess of installation at the Ne-| 
braska Ordnance Plant. | 


| 
j 


and unusually pleasing per-| 
sonality will be distinct assets 
in his position as manager of | 
the Humboldt operational | 
area, which includes Dawson. | 


Thad Newhouse, who made 
an excellent record with the) 
Company at Lincoln, Seward | 
and Humboldt, has moved to| 
Las Vegas, Nevada, where he 
planned to enter another line | 
of business. His many friends | 
throughout the territory, | 
while regretting his depart-| 
ure, will be wishing him | 
every possible success in his. 
new location. | 

| 


Benefit Claims 
Drop During Summer 


T MUST be true that sum- 

mer is the really healthy 
season of the year—because 
hospitalization claims ap- 
proved by the Mutual Benefit 
Association for the two 
months of June and July 
dropped to a total of four. 
These claims were paid to A. 


E. Holt, David City; Janice 
Lamb, Lincoln; J. A. Dobbs, 


Lincoln; Ruth Schnuelle, 


Fairbury. Plans for the mem- | 
bership campaign are now in| 


the process of completion. 
is hoped to get under by Sep- 


tember 1 with a 30-day drive 


to bring all eligible empolyees 
into the fold. 


Betty Priest, accounting de- 


partment, Lincoln, and S/Sgt. 
George A. Reesman, 


took place in the chapel of 
First Christian church, Rev. 
B. C. Bobbitt officiating. 


Ashland Cashier 


our stock of pictures of em-| 


It | 


were 
married Monday evening, | 
August 2, 1943. The ceremony | 


| 


Rushes to the Rescue! | 


PROVING once again (it the. 


matter ever needed proof in 


the first place) that you can) 


depend upon telephone com-. 


pany women to carry more 
than their share of the load 
'during these hectic days, Mrs. | 
Ethel Armstrong, cashier at, 
Ashland, recently “shot trou- | 


ble” on a jammed coin box in 


|a pay station at the Ashland 


National Guard camp. When. 


word came in that the pay sta- | 
‘tion was 


in trouble, there 
were no plant men immedi-. 
ately available. Mrs. Arm- 
strong thereupon hopped into 
a car and hastened to the 
camp with the hazy idea that 
she might be able to do some- | 


thing to clear up the trouble. | 
Working with a screw driver 
and, one assumes, the inevit-| 
-able and proverbial hair pin, | 


She got the job done. A neat 


‘exhibition of energy and self- 
reliance, it seems to the 


“News.” | 


The “News” 
Needs Pictures 


HIS is a “clarion call” for moving into it throughout July and August of that year. 


help! We need help in 
building up, for future issues, | 


began. We do not expect to 


Lincoln, Nebraska, August, 1943 


De x 
A yale 
* ew 3 
" Sd 


yee summer of 1943 marks the 30th anniversary of the completion of this Company’s 


general office building in Lincoln. 


We say “the summer of 1943” because, while the 


building was not officially completed until September 1, 1918, various departments were 


First plans for the building 


were made early in 1912, soon after the negotiations for the Company’s purchase of the 


Bell interests in southeast Nebraska were completed. 


Its location at 14th and M streets 


was practically a foregone conclusion, since the directors desired to continue to use the 
ployees in the territory. As original automatic exchange building which was erected on south 14th street in 1903 to house 
you know, the “News” edi- the infant Lincoln Telephone Company. Excavation for the new building was started 
torial staff has not been out about August 1, 1912 and, by September 1, brick were being laid for the basement walls. 
in the territory since the war) The first three pictures above were taken during the excavation period. No. 1 looks north 


toward “the old building.” 


No. 2 looks northeast toward the city library and Dr. Tucker’s 


be able to get out there until| famous old “animal hospital.” In No. 3 the camera was pointed toward the west, and one 
the war is won. We need a|sees the ancient frame dwelling which housed the teachers of the adjoining parochial high 


definite number of pictures of | 
territory employees 


school. 


Many remember this old house which was torn down only a few years ago. Pic- 
each) ture No. 4 was taken during the fall of 1913. There were no offices on the ground floor of 


month and, since we cannot the building at that time, the entire space being rented to business firms. As can be seen, 
take them ourselves, we are) the building originally was only three stories high. The fourth floor was added in 1926. 
Mr. Flowerday’s fine ability hopeful that employees them-| It was many months before occupancy was completed in 1913. In fact, the present toll 
selves will come to our rescue. | board was not cut into service until early in 1914, and an “open house” was held for the 


culties encountered in secur- | 
ing film these days, but we do 
believe that SOME of our 
folks must be taking snap- 
shots despite all the handicaps. | 
It is to these that we appeal | 
for aid. | 

a 


Traffic Department 
Organization Changes 


visory changes during 
June and July were as fol- 


lows: Geraldine McDowell. 


was appointed assistant chief 
operator at Ashland, filling | 


t 


the vacancy created by the 


‘previous promotion of Dora'| 
| 


|Moran to be chief operator. 
Mrs. Mildred Miskimins, chief 
operator-cashier at Daven- 
port for a number of years, 
resigned in June and moved to 
California. Margaret Lauten- 
‘schlager replaced her. At 
Gresham, Florence Buell is 
‘the new chief  operator- 


strom who was transferred to 
the wire chief’s office at Hast- 
ings. Mrs. Albert Slagle, chief 
operator-cashier at Nemaha, 
resigned in July and moved to 
Oregon. She was succeeded 
by Esther L. Fritz, night op- 
erator at Sterling. Mrs. Leona 
McGrew, chief operator at 
Polk, resigned in July to move 
to California. Arlene Wright, 
operator at Polk, succeeds her. 
At Wymore, Chief Operator 
Imogene Robertson resigned 
in July to be married. She is 
succeeded by Viola Dunn, as- 
sistant chief. Maxine Neu- 
mann was transferred from 
Lincoln to be assistant chief. 


Sergeant Schouborg 
Confined to Hospital 


| 
| 
| 


MHE “News” learns with re-. 


gret that T/Sgt. Robert R. ~ 
‘Schouborg, of Beatrice, has placements for our traffic 
been confined, since early in| forces from a considerably 
July, in the station hospital at different angle than hereto- 
| Camp Crowder , Missouri, fore, the Company released an 
RAFFIC department super-. with a severe attack of rheu- advertisement titled “An Ur- 
T | gent Call For Career Girls” to 
all newspapers in our terri- 
tory in late July and again in 
early August. 


matic fever. Bob was stricken 
just after returning to camp | 
from a furlough which he 
spent with relatives in Bea- 
trice. The latest report is that | 
Bob’s condition is definitely 


improved. He no longer is in| 


Quest For "Career 
Girls” Brings Results 


cashier, replacing Lois Lind- 


| tory. 


'great pain, although he will 


‘be obliged to remain at the 
‘hospital for several more 


| weeks. 
| 


Toll Calls Hit 
New High For Year 


OLL business continues on 


| 4+ the upgrade in our terri-| 
210,407 | 
'calls were completed by our 


During July, 


| 


} 


| 
| 


| 


‘combined exchanges. The 


‘Lincoln toll operators handled 


'59,554 of these calls. 


For. 


comparison, the record in June 


'was 199,472 completed calls, 
while in January the total 
was 158,711. In July, 1942, we 


‘completed 173,118 calls, while 


‘in January of that year the 


record shows 
completed calls. 


only 133,686 


During the 


first seven months of 1942 we 


completed 914,286 calls, while 


for the same period in 1943. 
the record jumps to 1,289,432. 


calls. 


_We know all about the diffi-; public during May, 1914. All pictures above are from the Company’s historical collection. 


advertisement was carefully 
prepared to appeal to girls 
who desire to enter the busi- 
ness world on a reasonably 
long-term basis — girls who 
would like to stay in the telephone 
field and graduate eventually into 
supervisors, chief operators and 
general traffic personnel. In other 
words, the traffic department is 
attempting to build today for the 
period after the war. There has 
been an amazing response to this 
advertisement. The traffic depart- 
ment is daily receiving numerous 
: | applications from exactly the 
Copy in this! types of girls it has in mind. 


PPROACHING the harass- 
ing problem of securing re- 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS— 


i WOULD seem that the progress and possible out- 
come of the war should provide all of us with enough 
to worry about these days, but not so. Food prices and 
rationing, shoe coupons, gasoline and 
tire restrictions, and tax burdens, ap- 
pear to keep us stirred up even more 
than the war. Let someone start con- 
versation by mentioning the cost of 
living, the failure of the O.P.A. to con- 
trol the price of meat, fresh fruit, but- 
ter, eggs, etc., and the merry war of 
words is on. Well, here’s an item on 
the other side of the ledger: Maybe 
prices have not been too well con- 
trolled all along the line, but wages 
have increased too. The “World-Herald” of August 2 
quotes figures recently released by the Bureau of Eco- 
nomics of the Department of Agriculture showing that 
during the period from 1935 to 1939, the average person 
spent 22 per cent of his income for food. At the end of 
last year he could buy the same amount and quality of 
food for only 16 per cent of his income. Of course taxes 
will take all we have left anyway, but that’s what it 
ccests to fight and win the war. Each day brings us one 
day closer to Victory. —J. H. AGEE. 
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GENERAL OFFICE BUILDING IS THIRTY YEARS OLD!|"INFORMATION” CALLS 


REDUCED BY NEW PLAN 


Campaign To Reduce 
Volume Of Unnecessary 
Calls Is Effective; News- 
paper Advertising Aids 
Effort. 


Wee the issuance, on July 
1, of a new Lincoln di- 
rectory, a campaign to reduce 
our unusually heavy informa- 
tional load was inaugurated 
by the traffic and commercial 
departments. Purpose of the 
campaign was to make it pos- 
sible for our information op- 
erators to give fast and accu- 
rate service on legitimate re- 
quests for information, a great, 
many of which come from 
the soldiers at the Lincoln 
Air Base. 'The technique used 
was planned to help our 
patrons make full use of their 
directories in securing num- 
bers already in print. 


The constant shifting of 
population in Lincoln, brought 
about by the war, plus the 
heavy telephone load gener- 
ated at the Air Base, has built 
up a legitimate informational 
load which is far above nor- 
mal. When to this load was 
added hundreds of unneces- 
sary calls for numbers already 
listed in the directory, the re- 
sult was a condition pointing 
toward slower and less ac- 
curate service for the neces- 
sary requests. Since it is im- 
possible to increase our fa- 
cilities while the war is going 
on, it becomes necessary to 
take steps in the direction of 
giving our patrons “informa- 
tive information service.” In . 
other words, the traffic de- 
partment has worked out 
plans and methods to help pa- 
trons help themselves! 


At approximately the time 
the final directory was de- 
livered, a newspaper advertis- 
ing campaign on the subject 
of “unnecessary calls to ‘In- 
formation” got under way. 
The opening advertisement 
called attention to the new 
phrase: “That number is 
listed in your directory. Will 
you please refer to it?” which 
will be used by information 
operators during the coming 
months. Other advertisements 
in the campaign, which con- 
tinued into August, touched 
upon various angles of the 
problem. In some of these our 
newly created “gremlin” was 
used for the first time. 


In the meantime, the new 
operating practice set up by 
the traffic department was 
put into operation. Methods 
were worked out for marking 
information records so that 
operators could tell at a 
glance whether or not the list- 
ings are included in the new 
directory. In a number of 
cases, patrons declared they 
had not received their new di- 
rectory. Their names were 
turned over to the commercial 
department for thorough in- 
vestigation. New directories 
were supplied in those exceed- 
ly rare instances in which the 
subscriber had been missed 
by a delivery boy. 

Most patrons desire to be 
helpful, once the handicap of 
unnecessary calls is pointed 
out to them. There exists in 
large numbers, of course, the 


See “INFORMATION” 
Page 2, Col. 3 


LINCOLN TEL 


“INFORMATION” 


| From Page 1, Col. 6 


Lincoln Telephone News 


—_ of subscriber who has 
|acquired the habit of calling 
“Information” for listed num- 
bers because it is easier to do 
this than it is to dig up his di- 
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1342 M Street, Lincoln-1, Nebr. “ber hunting. There was a no-| 
ieee as ie eee ticeable drop in calls from pa- 
trons of this type—once they 
‘discovered that the lid had. 


been clamped down. | 
The problem was not so eas- | 
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those cases 


EPHONE NEWS 


|e a eA Ade ee bea 


Ky e Al 
«Service Stars. « 
x By J. H. HARTLEY of 
w 


x We can keep this department 
lively and interesting with your + 


KKK aK KKK KKK KKK 


“Yes, I do get the ‘News’ regu- 
larly, if somewhat a bit late, and 
'of course have noticed with won- 
| der the ever growing list on the 


* | Honor Roll—some comparison be- 


tween now and the time when I 
was first made a member. Also 
there have been a lot of nice pro- 
motions for some ‘of the boys 
'which makes me very happy for 


‘rectory and do his own num- * help. May we depend upon it? * | them.” 


Out in the Southwest Pacific, 


August 1943 


me on the jaw and my feet flew 
up and hit the officer. They kept 
moving the target up until it was 
right in front of me and I finally 
caught the corner. So they quit. 
I think the Army was set back 
ten years when they got me.” 
Folks who have enjoyed the: fa- 
mous best-seller, “See Here, Pri- 
vate Hargrove,” will doubtless 
clamor for more of 
Brady’s adventures! 


It is still hard to keep abreast 


Private 


EMPLOYEES WEO ENTERED PFC. GERALD HENDERSON 
THE SERVICE DURING JULY (seems to have found one of the|0°f the fast-moving CAPT. ROD 
elusive “paradise islands.” Quot- eae Fa age sce aan 
Construction Department. ing from a letter to his parents: oO Wn ntagon 
Stes ae io ent ‘You would love it here, no building at Arlington, Virginia, 
Plattsmouth Plant De artment snakes, no mosquitoes, plenty of Wetec ae OO Severe any a vane 
P ‘| good fishing—both salt water and|to apply my vast knowledge to 


BURDETTE DENSBERGER, 


‘robs -Jalk” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


OT so long ago, a lady in Beatrice sold the family radio to a man 
from another town. The purchaser drove up in a truck a few days 
later to secure the instrument. He paid cash for his purchase and 
the lady, having no further interest in the matter, went about her 
work and left him to the task of loading up the radio and securing | 
the aerial and ground wires—which had been included in the deal. | 
Later in the day, she attempted to use her telephone and was unable | 
to signal the operator. She reported the trouble from a neighbor’s | 
telephone and Wire Chief Bob Schouborg sent one of his men out | 
to investigate. What he discovered was a complete absence of wire | 
on the premises! The purchaser of the radio had not only taken the | 


ily solved in 
where subscribers were un-| 


who were unsure of the spell-| 
ing of names, etc. (There. 
were, also, a certain number 
of those who insisted upon) 
their “rights”—and who were 
inclined to get a bit tough) 
about the matter!) As time 
passed, the various types of. 
calls were classified and new 
phrases were. added to meet, 
different conditions. 

For example, when the call- 
ing party indicates that he is’ 
unable to locate the name, the, 


WILLIAM L. GEAR, 
Fairbury Plant Department. 


‘able to look up numbers for) JOSEPH C. GEIST, 
various physical reasons, or 


Supply Department. 
PAUL H. HENSON, 

Supply Department. 
RICHARD B. HOBSON, 

Supply Department. 
RICHARD G. VAN ANDEL, 

Construction Department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES — 103 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 


With the addition of the above 
seven names to the Honor Roll, 
the total number of employees 
who have entered the service 
passes the one hundred mark. The 
roll is sprinkled with long-famil- 


aerial and the ground—he had removed every bit of telephone wire, operator says: “That telephone iar names as the sons and daugh- 


fresh. Large trees and green pas- 
tures with plenty.of streams run- 
ning through the island and a 
great deal of ocean around it.” 
Gerald has been in overseas serv- 
ice for six months and is “sold” 
on the Marines. 


A recent letter from BEV OTT 
tells of the addition of another 
stripe to his rapidly growing 
patch of chevrons. He is now a 
Staff sergeant and has passed the 


examination before the officers’ | 


candidate reviewing board with 


|the resultant possibility that he 


may be returned to the United 
States for training. Bev also an- 
nounced that he is engaged to a 
very charming girl in Aukland, 
New Zealand. He mentions that 
it all happened while on a “rest 
leave” from his station on an 


| the problems at hand.” Rumor has 
it, though, that Rod is now back 
/in New York, and may be await- 
ing the long hop across the water. 
Concerning his chances of seeing 
ithe home town, he writes: “Mr. 
Brewster promised to have a 
party if I came back and if I ever 
do get'a chance I’ll be there. So 
far I’ve had but one day’s leave 
Since entering the service, so I 
really have quite an accumulation 
of time saved up.” 


A/S DICK LAHR has reported 
for training at the Army air base 
at Santa Ana, California. He re- 
ceived his preliminary work at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri and 
at the Superior State Teacher’s 
College, Superior, Wisconsin. It 
is safe to assume that Dick’s fa- 
vorite game, “Hearts,” is by this 
time the camp pastime at Santa 


ee he 


including the drop! The fact that the house had to be completely | is listed as (correct arrange- ters of old-time employees are|island “somewhere in the South 


; : serene es Ana. 
rewired at once—at a time when the Beatrice plant force was fight- | ment of name) or is listed as. called to the colors and in this|Facific.” Bev spoke ofa visit of 


ing a’mess of trouble brought on by a big wind and rain storm— 
made the genial Mr. Schouborg very unhappy. 

But for real downright unhappiness it is necessary to turn to 
another recent event in the life of our Beatrice wire chief. Late in 
May, a young man turned up in Beatrice who said he wanted to work 
for the telephone company. Bob had a place for him, so he was hired. 


; month’s list we recognize the sons 
(correct name) and is found of pi] Eckles, “Red” Gear, Alex 


under (federal, county, city, Geist and John Hobson. In all, 


etc. offices). The number is 
(number).” Or, when the 
called name is not listed in the 


directory, the operator says:| 
“T will be glad to give you the 


twenty of the hundred and three 


belong to the second generation of 
Company employees. 

The many friends of SGT. 
JOHN FISCHER are marking 
well his rapid rise in the ranks. 


the comedian, Joe E: Brown, to 
his location, and declares that 
such visits from American enter- 
tainers do much to break... the 
monotony and are greatly appre- 
ciated. i act 
JOHN R. SHIPP, SEAMAN 1/C 


| ot the “SeaBees” left the United 
States on July 3rd and is now in 


The same evening, before he had done a tap of work, he put “the| address also, if you wish to| Johnny is now at Florence, South | the South Pacific. He has been in 


| 
bite” on big-hearted Bob for a fair-sized sum of money—declaring | enter it on page one of your | 


that he had just had word of the serious illness of a member of his | directory. The address is (ad-| 
family in another state. He offered to leave his two suit cases with| dress); the number is (num- 
Bob as security for the money. Bob, who is always ready to help|ber).” 

anyone in distress, shelled out the dough and his potential employee; J[n those cases where the 
disappeared. Full of faith that the young man would show up any calling party indicates that he 
minute, Bob thought little about the matter until late in July.| has poor eyesight, is in ill) 
Suddenly it dawned upon him that his new employee was apparent- | health, is an elderly person or 
ly planning to remain absent in a big way—and that he was the!g small child and cannot lo- 
owner of two suit cases and the contents thereof. So he decided to} cate the listing, the number is 
hold a “rummage sale”—to auction off to the other plant boys the fyrnished without- question. 
contents of the suit cases—in an attempt to recoup his loss. He got | 
all the boys together after work one afternoon, and he made a little 
speech. “I don’t know what is in these suit cases,” he said, “but I 


The traffic department feels 
that appreciable headway has, 


Carolina and his latest promotion 
places him as wire chief in charge 
of three linemen and seven in- 
staller-repairmen. The job calls 
for a M/Sgt. rating, but with only 
a month of actual field work, 
Johnny says he will have to wait 
for a while to qualify for all the 
stripes. 


Return address cards show 


-PAUL H. HENSON to be in the 


Army air corps at Miami Beach, 


| Florida and RICHARD VAN AN- 


DEL at Keesler Field, Mississippi. 
CADET RAYMOND E. FREE- 
MAN has been transferred from 


already been made in reduc- 


have no doubt that we’ll find some really worth while clothing here- ing the number of unneces- 


in. Shoes, shirts, sox and stuff like that there. Now, I shall open sary calls, although it is felt 
these suit cases and I want you boys to step right up sine see if ‘that more time must elapse 
there is anything you can use. If there is, please cross papa’s palm | hefore the-tull effaot. oh the! 
with good old coin of the realm—because the way things stand now, | nannisen ie felt | 
Sak | paign is felt. 
papa can’t think of any more good stories to explain to mama where | | 
that money went! And I hate to look like a sucker at home, of all | 
places.””’ Whereupon, he solemnly opened the suit case , 
boys rallied around to see what wonders he would disclose. What @%© @PPr oaching this problem 
did they see? Well, there were two shirts which looked like they | from more or less the same, 
had been run through a shredder, one pair of overalls which looked | angle, and they are reporting 
like it had been worn clear through the Civil war, two pairs of shoes | ©XCellent results. It all adds 
that looked ditto, the brim of what must once have been a straw hat, | UP to another attempt to give 
and several pairs of what looked like spats but which turned out | the best possible service un- 
to be sox with no feet! There were also several newspapers dated der existing evant), 
1938, and a 1927 copy of the Police Gazette! In addition, there was | and it in no way reflects any | 
an old bottle of some sort of medicine—which excited Frank Walter desire on the part of the in- 
no end because he never likes to see any medicine go to waste. He’ll dustry to take away from pa- 
take it before he’ll let that happen! But he sampled a bit of this and trons any necessary or rea- 
said it tasted like the inside of grandpa’s vest pocket, and he de- SOMable service which they 
cided he didn’t want it. Bob finally slammed the suit cases shut and | @re entitled to receive. 
waved the boys away. “Great day in the morning,” he moaned, “T’ve 
been stabbed! I couldn’t even give this stuff to the Salvation Army. | - , * 
And when mama hears about this I’ll have to start living out in the Happiness Ahead 


cob house again!” or FOX, Surprise traf- 
4’ fic, and Cpl. Dale E. Gill, 
Surprise, were united in mar- 


For some reason or other, all the funny stuff seems to come 
from Beatrice this month. Here’s an incident that gave me a chuckle. 


Frank Walter, Beatrice plant, is known throughout Gage county as a 
“bee man.” He owns many stands of bees and is a recognized 


riage in the wedding chapel of 
the Presbyterian church in 
Los Angeles, California. Rev. 


authority on the antics of the little critters. Not so long ago, a swarm 
of bees landed in a tree on the premises of Frank Nevitt, Beatrice 
switchboardman. Mr. Nevitt had long yearned to own some bees, so | 
he called Walter and offered to buy one of his empty hives if “Journey's End” 
would come over and capture the swarm for him. Walter agreed and | 

brought over an old hive—for which he collected the full price of | MRS. MARIE GEIST, mother 
$2.50. He put the hive up in the tree, sprinkled it with anise oil to of Alex Geist, service de- 
attract the bees, and told Nevitt to take down his hive of bees in the partment, Lincoln, passed 
morning. Bright and early the next day Nevitt was on the job. There away Monday, J uly 27, at 
was no swarm in the tree, so he logically assumed it was in the hive | her home In Lincoln. Fu- 
and he carefully brought it down and placed it in his backyard. For| Neral services were held 
several days thereafter he could be seen sitting on his lawn in rapt at Roberts Chapel with Rev. 
contemplation of his precious bee hive. He was thrilled with his | Victor O. Wik officiating. 
new possession but, as the days passed, a disquieting thought crept | Burial was in Lincoln Me- 
into his mind. The bees didn’t seem to be very busy—and all his life | morial Park. 

he’d been hearing about “busy bees.” Strange to say, the few bees | e @ 
that did flit in and out of his $2.50 hive looked suspiciously like ,f7R PHIL, GARVEY, SR. 
flies! As a matter of fact, closer inspection revealed that THEY | passed away at Rushville, 
WERE FLIES! There were no bees anywhere about the hive! Brother| Nebraska the middle of July. 
Nevitt wouldn't have minded it so much except for one fact—Brother,| Fyneral services were held 
Walter seems to have recently acquired another stand of bees! Mr. at Rushville. Deceased was 
Nevitt would like very much to know where he got them. In the the father of Phil Garvey, 
meantime, if you need an empty hive for any reason whatsoever, 


C. Napier Redmond officiated. 


the Naval pre-flight school at St. 
Marys College, California to the 
Naval air training center at Cor- 
pus Christi, Texas. 


Congratulations to A/S W. 
BOYD IMLER on his being quali- 
fied as a member of a College 
training detachment in the Army 


the armored forces at 
Beale, California. 

These words are from the pen 
of TED M. RAY, CHIEF YEO- 
MAN in the South Pacific Area. 


Camp 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION'S SERVICE 


the service since January and has 

a daughter two months’ old, 
whom he has never seen. The 
family is living at Plymouth. 
'John’s picture appears in the lay- 
ie below. 


The prize story from the train- 
ing camps and one which has al- 
ready been given widespread pub- 
‘licity in.Company circles is the 
/classic report of PVT. HAROLD 
BRADY, on the events‘of his’first 
| day ‘of target practice. 
| writes: ‘We .went-.out to. shoot 
for the. first time. A sergeant tried 
to show me but never before :had 


tried to get me to turn over with 
my gun. I’d turn over and out 
would pop the gun away from 
my shoulder or out of my arms 
so he calls a Lieut. and he tries 
and gives up so they get a rifle 
expert. Well, four of them tried. 


Many other telephone com- air corps at Oklahoma City Uni-!you couldn't even see me for 
s. while the Panies throughout the nation versity. He was formerly with! they put sand bags on my legs 


/and the rest of them sat on me 
to hold me down. One guy would 
put a shell in my gun, another 
| would lift up my helmet. When 


‘I'd pull the trigger the gun hit’ 


Heatréld |. 


they ran into my short arms. He 


LT. HOWARD SPAHNLE, en- 
route back to Buckley Field from 
a short assignment in the east, 
dropped in at the Lincoln office 
for a session of handshaking and 
light conversation. The Lieuten- 
ant paid high compliment to the 
present crop of noon-day “Heart” 
players in the club room, vowing 
that they were even “dirtier” than 
the old gang which included New- 
ens, Lahr and Helm. The low 
standard is maintained through 
‘their places being taken by Steb- 
bings, Gorman. and Ahl. 

A touching :testimonial comes 
from LIEUT. ARTHUR W. HOL- 
COMB, who is now at Camp For- 
rest, Tennessee: “I enjoy receiv- 
ing the News,” says Art, “but I 
did not care much for that pic- 
ture they took- of me. In fact, I 
think it was terrible.” — 

RECENT PROMOTIONS. |. 
‘JOHN -FISCHER;: 

+ Corporal to Sergeant. 


BEV OTT, 
Sergeant to Staff sergeant. 


LEAVES AND FURLOUGHS 

ALLAN G. BEHM from Eagle 
Pass, Texas. 

PAUL H. BLACK from Iowa City, 
Iowa. 

WESLEY HAYES from Farragut, 
Idaho. 

GAY T. HENDERSON from Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. 


HOWARD SPAHNLE from Buck- 
ley Field, Colorado. 


1.Paul H. Black, Naval aviation cadet, who worked in the supply department. 2. Capt. B. I. “Fritz” 
Noble, formerly area manager at York, now the post signal officer at Tyndall Field, Florida. 3. T/Sgt. 
Robert R. Schouborg, construction department is with the 32nd signal construction branch at Camp 
Crowder, Missouri. 4. A former Weeping Water plant employee, Cadet Raymond E. Freeman, who is 


Mr. Nevitt will give you an awfully nice reduction on his! 
—N. O. 


Jr., of the supply depart- 
ment, who is now in mili-| 
tary service. 


receiving his extended Naval air training at Corpus Christi, Texas. 
John R. Shipp, who was a lineman in the construction department. 


5. One of the famous “SeaBees,” 
6. S/Sgt. Bev Ott, supply depart- 


ment, who is in charge of personnel work in the 13th Army air force headquarters in the South Pacific, 


August, 19435 


Cte Tees 


eee ersace sett 


Eastern District 
Phyllis Tayler, Assoctate Editor 


Beaver Crossing 


Mrs Margaret Grubaugh, former 
chief operator at Tamora, has been 
transferred to the Beaver Crossing ex- 
change, and will assume the duties 0° 
the night operator. ... Evelyn Gen’ry 
-esigned on July 24. We are sorry to 
lose you, Evelyn. 

David City 

A farewell partv was given on July 
23 for Doris Supencheck, operator. 
who left Sunday. July 25 for California 
where she will make her home. We're 
indeed going to miss Doris a grea 
Geal but wish her the best of luck and 
all that. . . We sit here and marve' 
at the similaritv of our traffic depart- 
ment to Grand Central station. Tho 
gals reallv come and go. The new 
sirls included Jean Stafford. Lois Ann 
Smith. and Henrietta Smith. Jean 
and Lois will leave for Hastings after 
completing their training. Ann 
Stump svent a short vacation in 
Valheio, California. visiting Sailor Len 
Phillips. who is stationed at Mare Is- 
land. Fnroute home. Ann visited at 
Pine Bluff, Wvoming. A recent 
visitor at the office was Mrs. Myron 


Dollison of San Diego, California. Mrs 
Dollison was the former Katie North- 
way and was emploved in the traffic 
department. ... Bettv Northway spent 
few davs visiting Lincoln and York. 


> 
. 


Ben Docekal spent his vacation 
at his home in Brainard.... 4 Another 
vacationer was Vern Campbell, area 
manager, who spent a quiet (?) vaca- 


tion here at home. If vou’re planning 
to take vour vacation later, and fish 
around this country. just forget it. 
There isn’t a fish left. Were’s a 
name which we wouldn't predict ever | 
seeing in the service “20 years” or | 
what have you: Julia Hilger. Julia 
became engaged to Leo Arts on July 
i8. Congratulations, Julia. 
Louisville 
A new “hello” girl is Dona Williams. 
Ruth Maier visited friends in 
Omaha and went shopping on Friday. 
July 23. 
Nebraska City 
New faces in our traffic departmen* 
belong to Miriam Haase, Elaine Hoff- | 
man, Doris Bray, and Violet Peter- | 
son Our best wishes go to Loretta 
Wademan whose marriage to Set 
Liehteaps took place at Camp McCoy. 
Wisconsin, on July 9, Evelyn 
Letellier, Mariorie Gess, Josie Shoe- 
maker, and Florence Gess enjoyed the 
music of Herbie Kay and a day of 
shopping in Omaha on July 9... . Our 
assistant chief operator, Evelyn 
Spbracne, found her wavy back from 2 
vacation in San Antonio, Texas. The 
attraction-—-a certain private at Ran- 
dolph Field. Mary Bartyzelle is 
hiding behind dark glasses. She isn’t 
using that old storv, she admits that 
she ran into a ditch. . Lillian Bader. 


chief operator. vacationed at St. Louis. 
Missouri... . Marv McKenzie is spend- 
ing some time in Omaha and a lot 
of time at our new swimming. pool. 


Platismouth 


Here’s a “whopper,” “Bill” Eckles., 
area manager, went fishing Saturday, 
Juiy 24 in the old Missouri river. He is 


trying to make us all believe that he 
caught a 17 inch fish. What kind??? 
But it was definitely 17 inches long, | 
regardless. . . Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Abrams visited their parents at Dor- 
ehester on July 24. Mrs. Ruth 
Koukal has been at home the past 


couple of weeks suffering from _ in- 
juries—-the result of a fall on July 19. 

. Hilda Wallengren, chief operator, 
was an Omaha visitor July 29. 


Seward 


The Telephone Company was well 
represented at the fourth of July cele- 
bration. George Miers. with the aid of 
Harold Husing, served “hot dogs” into 
the wee hours of the next day. It was 
rumored that around midnight they 
ran out of hot dogs and a short time 
later Harold returned boasting of his 
success in securing such a large supply 
How many dogs did it take. Harold? 
At one time Dick Manners was so 
busy popping corn that the only part 
of him that could be seen was his 
shoulders and head sticking out of a 
iarge pile of poncorn.... Martha Merz 
is the “vacationist’” this month. She 
spent two eniovable weeks visiting 
relatives in Norfolk. . One of our 
operators, Jean Erford. helped out with 
the labor shortage on her uncle’s farm 
during the harvest season resulting in 
a sun-burned face. .. . Laura Douty, ! 
cashier, returned from a two weeks 
vacation at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
She aiso visited friends and relatives 
in Cheyenne, 
bluff, Nebraska. 


Syracuse 


Norma Jeane Gore is our newest stu- 
dent operator, replacing Pauline Martz, 
who resigned July 29. Miss Martz is 
moving to Washington, D. C. to join 
her father who is in the Navy... . An- 
other newcomer in our traffic depart- 


ment is Virginia Richards. We enioy 
faving you with us, Norma and Vir- 
girtia. .. . On July 18, the employees 


surprised Pauline Martz with a fare- 
well %arty—-a steak fry. Each operator 
made a dish towel and the set was pre- 
sented to Feauline. We will 


miss you. Pauline, and wish you the 
best of lurk. 
Wahoo 

pebee it ov not, we have a new 
truck driver in our midst. He is none 
other tham our <\rea manager, Ed Dor- 
land. Ed svent bis vacation from July 
7 to July *.) in Goodland, Kansas, driv- 
ing 2a tr ruck for his brother-in-law dur- 


Wyoming and Scotts- | 


| 


| 


| 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 
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1. Well known to employees throughout every nook and corner of our territory is S. F. Bush, traveling auditor, Lincoln. He really “gets 


around!” 


2. Here’s the picture we promised last month—W. H. Spurlock, Lincoln service department, and his handsome son, Marine 
Major Lyman Spurlock. The Major, as we told you last month, is the young man who made a name for himself on Guadalcanal. 


3. Mar- 


garet Francis, secretary to Treasurer H. W. Potter, Lincoln, keeps track of your payments on war bonds, and makes sure that you get 


your bond when it is paid for—as just one of her many duties. 


4, Looking down this line of swell fellows at the local test board, Lincoln, 


you see Charley “My-Kingdom-For-A-Horse” Albers, Lester Pierce, L. C. Hutchison and Roy Cleveland. 5. Meet Berniece Smith, our 
6. We give you Ensign C. W. Meshier, USN—son of Area Manager and Mrs. Charles Meshier, of Te- 
cumseh. All of us are proud of this fine young man’s record in graduating from the Naval Academy, at Annapolis, this spring. He com- 
pleted a jour year course in three years. But none of us can be as proud as are his parents—and who can blame them? They enjoyed 


efficient chief operator in Lincoln. 


the inestimable privilege of being present at the Academy graduation exercises last June. 
who was an operator at Syracuse until just a few weeks ago, when she resigned to move with her family to another state. 


7. This attractive young lady is Pauline Martz, 


8. Don’t let 


this picture of Kent Eno, shop foreman, Lincoln, fool you. He never looks as solemn as this when he is honest-to-goodness: talking over 
the telephone! 


ing harvest. Mrs. Edna Calvin 
night operator, has been ill the past 
few weeks. At the present she has re- 
turned to her home from the Com- 
munity hospital, and is convalescing 
after a serious operation. . 
was held on Thursday, July 29 at the 
City Park in honor of Ed Flowerday, 
who has been transferred to the Hum- 
boldt exchange. Everyone reports that 
a fine time was had. We're all going to 
miss Ed a great deal, but we wish him 
the very best of success in his new 
position. . . . Dewey Olsen vacationed 
at his home the last two weeks in July. 
Clyde Burge, Southern district 
manager, was a visitor at the Wahoo 
exchange and N. O. P. on July 22. 
Dorothy Johnston, operator, was mar- 
ried Friday, July 30. The lucky fellow 
is Sgt. Delmar Miller, who is stationed 
at Ft. Carson, Colorado. We wish you 


lots of happiness Dorothy... . Vivian 
Croshaw is a new ‘‘addition’’ to our 
Wahoo traffic department. The 


of our chief operator, Mrs 
Flannagan, was home on a ten day 
furlough recently. Of course, this is 
“strictly off the record”. ... Our op- 
erators have been’ spending their 
“spare time’ swimming at Wanahoo 
Park, in Wahoo, and horseback riding. 


“hubby” 


Weeping Water 


We're very pleased to have Harold 
Husing with us. Harold was transferred 
from the Seward exchange on July 22. 
. . . Eleanor Lane took her vacation 
from July 19 to August 1 and spent the 
time at her home, taking a much 
needed rest. ... Thelma Jacobsen is a 
new student operator. 


Lincoln Departments 
Accounting and Engineering 
Departments 
Ruth Brown, Associate Editor 


The ‘News’ editor had just breathed 
a sigh of relief over not hearing from 
this column—and then we fooled him 


'and sent him a few words. We've becn 


| 


pretty busy in the accounting depart- 
ment making all you nice people happy 
(?) with three checks in July instead 
‘of two. Just don’t start thinking it’s 
going to happen every month, see?... 
'July was a good month for vacations. 
Several people are back to wor to 
“rest’’ after traveling around wearing 
themselves down to a frazzle. It’s a 


‘nice kind of ‘‘frazzle’’ though. Cather- 


ine Daugherty spent two weeks in 
Park City, Montana and surrounding 


mountains. Catherine ventured up to 


the highest peak and didn’t so much 
as get dizzy! Marie Vidlock 
traveled around between Iilinois, 


' Michigan and Wisconsin. Some travel- 


ing, 


we'd say! ... When we asked Ann 


| Keegan where she had spent her vaca- 
| tion, she went into great detail about 


the “lovely trip and beautiful scenery. 
etc.’’ Then informed us she had visited 


her home town of Tecumseh! Yes, we 


certainly | 
| way. 


realize the description might fit any- 
Elsie Powell of the engin- 
eering department spent her vacation 


visiting in Topeka and Cheyenne, 
where she saw a “rootin’, tootin’ 
' rodeo.” . Virginia Barnard went to 


Omaha for a day while finishing her 


| Nelson—wait 
| Dewey’s wife Lilia was along!.. 


| vacation. In fact she went with Dewey 


folks— 
. Mr. 


a minute now, 


‘Devoe will have to be very careful in 


. A picnic. 


. 
LN eee, 
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| writing to his two sons. He won’t dare 
talk too nicely about the Army to his 
son Reed, who is a Marine, and Dar- 
rell, who is in the Army, will not be 
too happy if his Dad ‘‘brags” on the 
Marines! But then maybe .the boys 
realize, just as we all do, that every 
branch of the service is important. Ask 
Mussolini, he’s been convinced! 
Teresa Casari Berlowitz resigned on 
July 31 to join her husband. Teresa 
said that is, she’ll join him as soon as 
he “lights” in one place for awhile. 
Lt. Berlowitz’s recent addresses have 
been anywhere from Louisiana _ to 
Texas. We'll miss Teresa but we wish 
her all the luck and happiness she can 
find. . Gloria Mardis has joined the 
revenue section for the summer months 
until University classes open in Sep- 
tember. New to the disbursement sec- 
tion is Betty Lou Stroud. Welcome 
girls! ... Betty Priest is taking a few 
davs vacation as of this writing and we 
rather imagine there will be news de- 
veloping for next month’s column. So 
you may start guessing what it might 
be—until then, ’Bye now! 


General Offices 
Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 


Aldean Wood, of the local commer- 
cial, who has been assisting in the 
general commercial, resigned to take 
a new position as stenographer with 
the Metcalfe-Hamilton Kansas. Citv 
Bridge Company in connection with 
the new road in Canada. Of course we 
all will envy her new experiences, but 
will sav, “‘The best of luck, Aldean.” 
Betty Crew of the local commercial 
is now assisting in the general com- 
mercial. K. L. Lawson and Joe 
Hartley, general commercial. both de- 
cided to take a rest from office routine 
at the same time. They vacationed at 
home during the latter two weeks of 
July. ...G. O. Seaton, securities de- 
partment manager, and Mr. Ott. ad- 
vertising manager, helped restrict war 
travel by vacationing at home. One 
usually thinks of really relaxing at 
home—Mr. Ott did so in the potato 
patch. We hear he has turned into a 
regular farmer, and is having good re- 
sults. 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


Several transfers and _ resigna’ions 
occurred in the supply department dur- 
ing the month of July. George Eggles- 
ton, who joined the Company as ware- 
houseman a year ago in August, was 
sent to Beatrice on August 1 to start 
as combinationman there. Robert Gold- 
stein was transferred to the service de- 
partment from the general shop. H. W. 
Potter resigned from his work in the 
general storeroom on August 1. Harold 
Sack, night custodian at the warehouse, 
resigned on July 15 to take care o* 
personal activity. Thomas Raikes of the 
service department was transferred to 
the supply department to take his 
Place. Betty Klienschmidt, stenog- 
rapher in the supply office, left on 
July 15 and was replaced by Darleen 
Healey, a newcomer. . .. To start the 
list of vacationeers during July, W. A. 
Rosenthal spent his vacation at home, 
July 5 to 19, assisting his father-in-law 
in painting three houses, Bill’s_ in- 
cluded. ... Harry G. Schilling had his 
vacation July 5 to 19, and went to York 


| 
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for a few dav’s stay with his wife’s 
relatives. Charles Hansen had ten 
days off, July 6 to 17: which'‘ he spent 
visiting «a brother in “Boulder; Colo- 
rado. Charley: is ‘one of those ‘rare “fel- 
lows. It seems. that he. played golf 
while out there and didn’t go trout 
fishing in any of the famous ‘sténic 
spots we hear so much about. ‘ 
John Litzenberg took his vacation July 
6 to 19 at home. He said he did nothing 
special during that time except to get 
a good rest. . . . Russell Rauch spent 
one week, July 5 to 12, helping har- 
vest wheat on his father-in-law’s farm 
east of Hickman. Russ got himself nice 
and brown practically all over as we 
found out one day recently....W.C 
Maxfield vacationed July 12 to 26, 
visiting his wife’s folks in Weeping 
Water for one week, and amir e me 
house the rest of the time. 
Stacy took time off from his nena 
duties, July 19 to 31, to make repairs 
on the foundation of his house. Sounds 
like he picked himself a tough job! 
. R. J. Donaldson moved into his 
newly purchased home at 2110 Q St. on 
July 17. (We understand that this is the 
place where Bob found the ancient 
joke book from which he extracted 
stories for the cafeteria menu com- 
ments not long ago and nearly caused 
poor A. H. F. to go into a mental de- 
cline.) ... We had a number of soldier 
visitors this month, among them, Lt. 
Ivan Spurlock, Lt. Gay T. Henderson, 
Pvt. Allan Behm, Aviation Cadet Paul 
Black, and Pvt. Albert “Bud’”’ Rosen- 
thal. Lt. Spurlock, son of W. H. Spur- 
lock of the service department, re- 
cently graduated from the officer’s 
training school at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, and was on his way to Camp 
Roberts, California for infantry serv- 
ice. He was in the shop on July 20. Lt. 
Gay Henderson (on military leave) 
visited his old friends in the general 
shop on July 9. He is stationed on serv- 
ice with the Signal Corps at Lexing- 
ton. Kentucky. Pvt. Allan Behm, on 
furlough, dropped in on the boys in the 
warehouse on a surprise visit, July 5. 
He is stationed at Eagle Pass, Texas. 
Cadet Black was in the shop on July 
26 to tell us that he was stationed at 
the naval flying training center in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Pvt. Rosen- 
thal, brother of W. A. Rosenthal, 
visited friends in the general shop on 
July 15. He is an airplane mechanic in 
the Army Air Corps at Maxton, N. C. 
. Former suppliers on visit to the 
warehouse folks were O. P. Knee and 
Wallace T. Backus. We were pleased to 
find Mr. Knee in good health. Wallace 
tells. us.that he has been quite busy 
with his garden and chickens this year. 
. . . We have received word at this 
writing that Paul Henson was called to 
service in the Army Air Corps. He left 
July 30 for the Air Base at Miami 
Beach, Florida. ...A letter just re- 
ceived from Sgt. John Fischer states 
that he is now in Florence, S. C., as 
wire chief of the Army Air Base there. 
He is in charge of switchboard and 
test equipment including one board 
built from scrapped relays and other 
obsolete equipment as an experiment 
to determine the feasibility of build- 
ing similiar equipment “over there” in 
the case of destruction of a regular 
switchboard. The last time we heard 
from Johnny, he was a corporal; now 


| 
| 
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Lincoln Commercial Department 


A. B. Gorman, 


‘AD lot” of. people’. are friendty- and 
pleasant: “especially when:.you. haven’t 
Seen" then: for'a long time;:and :then 


Associate Editor 


‘there are some like Spahnie:;> He ‘came 


through récently from an assignment 
down South and stopped in to see us. 
We did our best to entertain him, but 
we-' hope before he comes’. through 
again he will learn at least the rudi- 
ments of how to play cards. . Ann 
Maney tells us that Missouri has a 
world wide reputation for raising 
mules and beautiful women, and we 
have seen a lot of mules from there. 
We have heard too that the Missouri 


jackass is an especially nimble and, 


sure-footed beast, but there must be 
exceptions. Claude Helm, Missouri’s 
pride, was attempting the supposedly 
elementary maneuver of going down 
the basement steps, which his wife had 
just waxed, but he didn’t end up feet 
first. He has been limping around ever 
since bemoaning his fate, but we think 
it was mostly carelessness. He prob- 
ably just forgot he had shoes on. F 
One good thing about vacations this 
year is that you don’t have to save any 
money for them because there isn’t 
any way to go any place anyway. Re- 
cent vacationers include Gladys Gene- 
vieve Cox, Danny King, Cecile Ander- 
son and Betty Crew. Of course we are 
only a reporter and so can’t be ex- 
pected to have any facts, but as far 
as we know most of them just stuck 
around Lincoln and took things easy. 
Betty “I’ll-bet-you’ll-get-a-buzz-out-of- 
this’’ Crew went to the old home town 
of Geneva to be around when the boy 
friend arrived home on furlough. Ann 
Maney went to her beloved Missouri to 
visit her brother who was about to 
leave on missionary duty. Gen Mc- 
Meen visited friends in Kansas but 
decided Nebraska is the better state 
and didn’t stay long. When you look 
around a bit and see Kansas products 
like Stebbings, you can understand 
why she would want to get back.... 
We have had several come and go re- 
cently which of course is always an 
item of interest. The new comers are 
Marian Blake, Mary Booth and Bette 
Rathburn. Leaving are Shirley Line- 
baugh, who is getting married, Janice 
Lamb and Aldean Wood. Aldean is 
going to Canada to work which ought 
to be interesting although it does 
stretch the good neighbor policy for 
the Canadians considerably. How about 
some choice Canadian poetry, Aldean? 
.... We recently had a -lJetter.from B. 
C. Burden who is in Washington, D. C. 
working for the Independent Telephone 
Association. He mentioned that any- 
body from home would look good to 
him, and he wouldn’t even mind a visit 
to Fielding Woods in Baltimore, but he 
was afraid to go down to the district 
where Woods works without a body- 
guard. We believe we can assure Bur- 
den that a bodyguard would be un- 
necessary because if Woods can get 
around there without one, anybody 
can. However, we do think it might 
be advisable to take along a depend- 
able clothes pin for the nose when 
entering Woods’ district. As a matter 
of fact, it is usually a good idea to 
take one along anyway when visiting 
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Personalities in the Month s News 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

In the service department several 
vacations were taken during the month 
of July. H. S. Smith, George Arnold, 
Mike Scanlon, George Albury, R. R. 
'Guthrie, H. F. Staley, and George 
|Mann worked around their homes and 
took it easy. ... Herb Jenkins spent 
'his vacation harvesting the wheat and 
'oats on his farm. . R. S. Baldwin 
vacationed in Colorado visting with 
relatives. ...R. L. Dalton had rather 
-an unpleasant vacation—he had all of 
his teeth extracted. ...C. H. Liebhart 
| spent his vacation from July 12 to 26 
painting his house... .L. G. Saunders 
spent two weeks working in his gar- 
ite and taking care of the children. 


. J. L Baxter vacationed from June 
27 to July 10, working on his acreage. 

. H. S. Knudson spent one week of 
his vacation in Harlan County harvest- 
ing from daylight until dark. The other 
| week he spent at home resting. Nees 
| Paul Guelker vacationed from July 3 
to 17. He wouldn’t tell us what he did, 
but we found out he was working at 
| Murdock. ...H. G. Peachman worked' 
|in his victory garden, and also re- 
paired radios during the week of his 
| vacation from July 12 to 18. Immedi- 
ately after taking his vacation he be- 
gan, and has now finished, painting his 
house. S/Sgt. Dick Keith of 
| Needles, California, visited his wife 
| and son, and also his parents, Mr. and 
ee Geo. Keith for ten days in July. 

. C. W. Bush, Navy aviation cadet 
| at Ottumwa, Iowa, visited the switch- 
| room: while home on furlough. He was 
'a former employee in the construction 
department. . Sgt. and Mrs. H. F. 
Arnold are visiting Mr. Arnold’s par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Arnold. Sgt. 
Arnold is on furlough from Camp 
| Claiborne, Louisiana. James E. 
| Smith has been transferred from Au- 
burn to Lincoln. We are glad to have 
Ras with us, Jim... F. W. Theis re- 
signed from his position in the switch- 
room July 15. 


Southern District 


Harlan Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


James E. Smith, plant department, 
was transferred recently to Lincoln, 
where he assumed his duties June 21. 
. . . Nemaha’s loss is Auburn’s gain, so 
the old saying goes, and truer words 
were never spoken, because Mary Seid 
of Nemaha is our new student oper- 
ator. . Instead of vacationing (gas 
rationing, etc.) this year, Myron 
Birdsley,. plant department and general 
handiman, is spending his vacation de- 
fasseling. corn, Ambitious sort of a guy, 
isn’t he? . . ..Also vacationing, but not 
at home, is Vera Clark, traffic depart- 
‘ment. She is visiting her brother at 
Laramié, Wyoming, and other relatives 
in Colorado. From all reports she is 
having a wonderful time. The 
| traffic department has lost another 
‘operator, this time, Thelma Whitnack, 
who is now living with her sister in 
Galveston, Texas. ... Sterling Nelson, 
area manager, spent several days of his 
vacation on a fishing trip. We are 
wondering whether some of these ex- 
aggerated fish stories are true or not, 
because reports have come back that he 
shocked oats several days. Anyway, 


upon returning to work, we see the 
flower of youth brightly blooming in 
his cheeks, evidence of a pleasant va- 
cation. 


Beatrice 


With vacationers coming and going 
there is always a bit of news. Vey 
Warren spent her vacation staying 
home and trying to keep cool. : 
Norma Tachovsky, accompanied by 
Vera Clark of Auburn, decided to head 
for “Old Wyoming,” where they spent 
their vacation in and around Laramie. 
We've been told that on one _ picnic they 
each found a deer. From Norma’s en- 
thusiasm we wonder if we should spell 
it ‘‘dear’’. . Bernadine Traubel is 
our newest employee. Welcome to our 
group, Bernadine. Helene Korn 
spent the week-end in Seward visiting 
her mother. . Norma Williams spent 
a week-end visiting friends in Su- 
perior. . .. Margaret Handley spent a 
week-end in Auburn visiting with her 
brother who is now Lt. Handley... . 
Kathryn Schank resigned to go to 
California to be married to Dean 
Brown, who is in the Navy. For the 
present she will live in San Francisco 
where he is stationed. 


Cook 


Mary Estes returned from her two 
| having vacation June 28 and reports 


having had a grand time visiting at 
Kansas City. 


Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Bertha Sharp was a Beatrice 
visitor June 28. 


Dawson 


Irene Johnson, chief operator-cashier, 
recently became a member of the third 
finger, left hand club. 


. Fairbury 


Eileen Auburt and Edna Bast of the 
Fairbury traffic department have been 
spending their vacations in Lincoln. . 
Ruth Schnuelle of the commercial de- 
partment spent a very quiet vacation 
ill in bed. . . . Rachael Harris, Arline 
Cline, Bonnie Crawford and Caroline 
Plies are the new operators. 


Friend 
‘Dorothea Heckman spent her two 
weeks vacation at her home. 
ia Humboldt 


Willistine Clark is a new employee 
in the traffic department. Local tele- 
phone employees, along with flies and 
mosquitoes, enjoyed a picnic at the 


he’s “Sarge” Johnny. Congratulations! | Woods, no matter what district he is in. Scout Park Friday evening, July 9, in 
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honer of Mr. and Mrs. Thad Newhouse } Fairbury. . . . Lila Froschheuser has Names in the month’s news:! subscriber in the 135 Company- A recent inspection of em- 

. > = . . = 4 Ce * * My o y ? . 
and family, who have gone to Las _Teturned after spending some time in A u g u st S ervice Anna Aden, C. G. Bennett, Clyde | owned exchanges to send tele- ployee’s climbers at York made 
ee ee ae =e Si | Ree Pig rage SA elege e : : ‘Boyles, C. H. Brown, W. H. grams or avail themselves of any |necessary the replacement of six 
a mba. seep sicudten ai Wine ° ines pee ois poten i fs Anniversaries | Cooper, Laura Douty, G. K. Gann, | other services offered by the tele-|climber straps, which, - while 

spending her vacation < | Nellie Gumble, Florence Heagy, graph company at any hour of the cae sega ig ie ane e Me. 

Peru | Hebron | F. S. Holmes, L. B. Mapel, H. W. | day. piant men, made Wire 1e C- 

Hope Adams, chief operator-cashier,| Hazel Stanley, Juanita Kvasnicka, | Thirty-Nine Years Wheeler. | Names in the month’ “Tj huron very happy as it provided 
spent July 17 shopping in Nebraska | Annabel Singleton and Charlotte Lesh-| C, LL. Walker Wahoo: C. H. Fift Y A S Hews. ‘| six fine greyhound collars for the 
City ‘er, Fairbury girls, are new operators | [,jebhart Tancolin ee ee oe G. Bell, J. A. Dobbs, Lillian Har- Mehuron kennels 

arieuas in the Hebron office... . The Hebron | = | R. L. Dalton, combinationman | per, Alvin Osborne, Ruth Rodine, 

Mrs. Bridget Divis was a Wahoo and |@™Ployees have a vacation schedule | Thirty-Eight Years at Auburn, met with a serious ac- | John Ruppel, LeRoy Schlentz, Construction work has begun 
Colon visitor on June 24 and 25. Gladys | Dut it hasn’t been used yet. Everyone| Dan Higgins, Beatrice. cident recently while cutting trees | John Schulling, John Sullivan. on a new brick and tile building 
Neugebauer visited in Beatrice July 7, | aS been too busy to take a vacation. | ; i near Johnson. His foot was badly ; to house the exchange at Beaver 

|... Messrs. Wellman and Taedter| Thirty-Five Years injured and several stitches were Five Years Ago. Crossing. 
Sterling en Bes = in aa cere me Howe. Tey C. J. Olson, Osceola. necessary to close the wound. “Fritz” Noble used his two e 

The operators at Sterling he a| Mave been working a e Alr ’ ; : ‘ i j j 
on ne age aor = ; ea . Brite for th st ] reek In their | Thirt -Four Years The Havelock telephone em- week’s vacation to its best ad- he work in connection with 
picnic in honor of ag ig. ne the | = e pas we wee Be os : a | Y ; | ployees held their annual outing vantage and returned wearing an the discontinuance of the Prosser 
last af June befgre She left fed = is nea anes Ap ane, aie? | Vernon Campbell, David City; at Antelope park, during the|¢XPansive but unruly mustache.|e¢xchange is being done by the 
hana wnere eons: nas = ove eae 55 : ey, u ys S a di, A. Dobbs, Lincoln: Chris Hab- : ’ ; ; crews of Li. W. Winscot and (= A 
*hief operator-cashier duties there. . . . | four teen telephones since the first of erman, Seward: Effie Smith, | COUrSe of which the operator’s Adrian Newens, Lincoln busi- Foster 
pecs ied Ann Benson is the new relief | the month.  PeGumsels ? > baseball team won from the boys | ness office and Fay Tatroe, Postal ; 

re pease ela | Ohiowa | eT ee by a aia a 15 to 5. The boys ‘be Telegraph department were mar-| Names in the month’s news: S. 

She Mice | ene _ |. | Bess Nippert, chief operator-cashier, | irty- eal ears | Protes ae the game because t ey ried at Spirit Lake, Iowa, on Aug-|F. Bush, Charles Dickenman, Ed 
_deanne Talbot, relief operator left | spent fram July 9 to 13 visiting rela-| C.G. Hedstrom, Lincoln. were forced to use Manager) ust 9th. Fay and Ade have long |Flowerda Catharine Gillan, Jack 
tuy iv tor a ten day visit at Denver, | tives in Villisco, Iowa Birdean Wit- | Keckler. Their grounds for pro-|p in l f ee Mank A Frank Norton. M 
ee ey ee eee = a tae ; : . ~|been popular employees o e|Mankamyer, Fran orton, Min- 
Colorado. | forth is a new student operator. ... Thirty-Two Years test are that it was impossible to Pop Ploy wees ’ 


Tecumseh 

Mrs. Hazel WNicho's. visited her 
brother and sister at Sioux City over 
the week-end of June 26. ... Clara 
Costello returned from her two weeks 
vacation on June 28... . Joan Lempka 
left June 28 on her vacation. 2 
Donna Phillips and Ermo Hruska of 
Lincoln were office visitors during the 
week of June 28. . .. Marie Murphv 
and Dorothy Osterthun were Lincoln 
visitors over the fourth of July. 
Harold Drake, Jack Fowler and Elvin 
Wait spent the fourth of July helpine 


} 


the harvest fields. . . . Berniece | 
Robb is spending her vacation in Lin- 
coin. .. . Heene Horner visited in Fair- 


mont over the week-end of July 19 and | 


came home with a big sparkler on that 

Special finger. . .. Elvin Wait and 

famuy visited at Bennett July 18. 
Wilber 


Betty Anthony spent her ten days 
vacation at Lincoln and at home. 


Western District 


#7 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Fairmont 
Mrs. Ruth Joy spent the week-end 
of July 17 in Omaha visiting friends. 
Bonita Delaney was walking on 


| 
i 
} 


| 
' 


| 


air the past week as that one and only 
Sailor boy friend was home on fur- 
lough. . . . Wynona Lusk spent July 4 
in Lincoln. 
Geneva 

Vacations started by Ruth Taylor 
taking off two weeks and going to | 
California. . . . The commerical de- 


partment welcomed the two days vaca- 


tion on July 4 and 5, and Elsie Sole | 


celebrated by going to Crete and Lin- 


coln. . Eloise Anderson got away 
from it all and spent June 20 in Lin- 
coln. All the smiles this month 


have been on Linnea Ekdahl’s face due 


to the fact that her soldier friend was | 


here to see her for a week. She came 
to work one morning flashing one of 
those third finger, left hand affairs. 


: Company and their many friends|nie Paul, Marie Randall, James 
win with him on the team. delight that this romance has cul-|Smith, Ida Townsend, Dean Wal- 


Bernice Schmale spent July 17 and 18 EF. W. Walter, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Nine Years Harry Gore spent his vacation! minated in marriage. ker, Laura Wang, Lloyd Whitney. 
| 


in Ravenna, Nebraska. 


Osceola | ; ; lat Tecumseh and Auburn, where 
Grace Harrison, operator, returned | Ernest Wedgwood, Lincoln. he took part in the Southeastern 
ee ree 16 os a Oe Twenty-Seven Years fede golf tournament. D d A S S 
en-Gay vacatlon a OMe... . *. P . ° ba ° e e 
: |W. L. Eckles, Plattsmouth: H.| About fifty employees at Fair- T T 
Fentress enjoyed her two weeks vaca- : : rate , y ploy IS ric an rea tation Tatistics ; 
tion the latter part of July. She spent Kk. Jenkins, W. H. Spurlock, Lin- | bury enjoyed a picnic supper re- 
‘the time at home and visiting her|coln; Vey Warren, Beatrice. | cently in the beautiful city park Gain or Loss 
sister in Hastings. . . . Area Manager Twenty-Six Years at which time the new Fairbury Gain or Loss Since 
Charlies J. Olson spent a day the latter ; chief operator, Maude Willey, was for July 1943 January 1, 1943 
part of June in Creston, Iowa where W. A. Letellier, Nebraska City; guest of honor —— ; : 
/he attended the funeral of his brother |H. C. Smith, Lincoln. Neaiaest a the caowithes nce Ge ony: 1B) 1) 0 | 5) 4) 633 
in-law. ‘ ° 
mee Twenty-Five Years Fred Adkins, Harlan Gillespie, Eastern District— 
t+ tae | . i h ‘ ‘ 
Mrs, Clara Anderson departed for| ©: 1: Martin, Norman Ott, Lin- | Myrtle Hiner, Wesley Haas, John David Cry pik ete cere ai 45 
ae gna coln. Hobson, J. S. Jackson, Clarinda 
Texas on July 14 to visit with her L k Cl t Li bh t W E M Nebraska City aS aa a a hat a cia ct 12 76 
daughter for a week. ... Leona Mc- Twenty-Four Years Done d oie MRA ar Ee PJAttStMOuth: eccceicceannsncsstcescekes, 8 161 
Grew, chief operator, returned to work| Frank Kubat, H. L. Whitney, ee ee ‘lig a RS A sascds ta cat trace te 1 120 
ae pepper eae ia es Superior. SASH Oe en oyu Se nsliboss eeagnn theme seni naeee acts a3 a 
Wright visited her parents in Osceola, Twenty-Two Years Thr Ten bares roe onent a _ rg ee nh eee =3 
dni L. H. Pierce, Lincoln; Rose aiiplernee- CatheHine DeueHiaee | Southern District— 
Shelby Fankhauser, Humboldt. a PULP scons trate Ue can 3 61 
peek Rcd q : Roy Galley and Bob Ross, have | 
je eae Bbc ar yy SHENG 8) Soe Twenty-One Years returned from vacation trips to | Beatrice et ar or 20 195 
ys the latter part of June visiting Chi d nee. Gti 24 ial cies hd 2) Dh 9) Sa a a ll 96 
in Sutton. . . . Mrs. Mayme Carroll,; Edna Calvin, Wahoo. oe ee Owe dae, Vee Tecumseh ......................... 1 5] 
chief operator, returned to work July T Y praise for the Century of Progress Wilber meh 73 
13 after a week's visit with her daugh- wenty Years Exposition, which is now in full Toi ee 34 476 
ter and son-in-law, Lt. and Mrs. E. W. Wm. L. Mouden, York. swing. QUAL" vasssancca canes ddasbienaaearesens 
Cooper, of Lawton, Oklahoma. 3 “ . | ed 
Nineteen Years The month-long “Business Re- Western District— 
Stromsburg Ni Wise unk Harvard covery” campaign, just completed, GREGG. «is hott te eee ee 150 401 
“Smick"” Williams spent a few days ; is hailed as a complete success. PAStinGs od et cn, 30 207 
during June in the Sutton area help- Eighteen Years Final tabulation of the figures re- | Hebron ..................... 12 74 
he ge the work at the Harvard Air! wyrtle Hiner, Lincoln. gears 2744 ee ions hi vist Geccatime, aes ee 7 3] 
o the Company’s subscriber lists SUPCTION ooeeecccecececccccecsesececeeeeeee 11 15 
Superior Seventeen Years during the drive ae se 
: | SUIELONE | aectsctsecialg tan omeren es 54 151 
_Cozie Bruckert pie pe aa a | Ruth Koukal, Plattsmouth; G. Effective August 15th, the com- | VOM. thee ee eek 17 120 
| Sition as assistant chief operator |O. Seaton, B. J. Sievers, Lincoln; plete facilities of the Postal Tele- | J | ee eee 231 1,059 
will, for the time being, assist in Car- | Jeong McGrew, Polk. . . 
ing for her mother who has been ill graph Company in our territory Total 268 9.467 
‘for some time at her home in Brun- Sixteen Years wee ee over Py ee Company | OU Mtns eeel es ohn tnt hel ttaa senate . 
ing. Cozie has been with us for several | ret, nder the terms o e agreement | : 
years and we send with her our best | pia saree enc iene ap - = with the Postal Telegraph Com- | Total Company stations as of July 31, 1943.................. 68,931 
fishes. . . . Wilma Smith is a new) : ame re ee” ee it is now possible for anv | ; 
led operator. . . . Helen Reno went , Weis, York; L. W. Neff, Lincoln. — 2 P y 
west where it’s cool. Helen is vacation- | . 
ie in Denver. ... Lola Willett didn’t | Fifteen Years 


Congratulations, Linnea. . . . Marian | 


Boyle returned to York after having 
spent considerable time training toll 
Students and working at the Fairmont 


| Norma is now in the traffic department 


Airfield. ... The girls say it is a pleas- | 


ure to work at the Air Base now since 
the new switchboard has been installed 
and they are especially happy about 
the new Chevrolet that was brought to 
Geneva for their transportation to the 
Air Base. ... New names added this 
month to the long list of operators in- 
clude Agnes Carlson, Eileen Ostdiek, 
and Marge Chadderdon. .. . Visitors 
at the office this month included 
Ralph Wait, M. M. Hale, “Doc" Wilson, 
Francis Darnold, C. W. Boyles, Joy 


Dobbs, P. A. Schmeltzer, and Max 
Walker. . . . Two picnics have been 
held so far this summer and both seem 
to have been successes. ... The old 


stand-by, E. Eichenour, and his gang 
have been working at the Bruning Air- 


field. 


Hastings Commercial Department 


Alma Volliweiler, commercial clerk, 
returned July 26 from California where 
she spent her vacation visiting her 
sister. She reports having had a swell 
trip. 

Hastings Plant Department 

The hot season of the year being 
upon us, vacations have started. At 
this writing, Lee Millholen is vacation- 
ing in Colorado. (If you can call can- 
ning cherries a vacation.) It seems 
that there are plenty of cherries where 
Lee is so he and Mrs. Millholen pro- 
ceeded to do their canning while va- 
cationing. ... Jack Mason is also on 
his vacation. At the last report, Jack 
was catching all the smaller fish in 
the Blue river. ... We take this op- 
portunity of unofficially welcoming 
Lois Lindstrom of Gresham to our 
midst. Miss Lindstrom comes to us to 
assist in the clerical portion of the 
plant department. ... For the review 
of the Hastings visitors, we refer you 
to last month’s news, plus Harry Smith. 
On June 25 the Hastings fire 
laddies were found pounding on our 
doors. Someone thought that they saw 
fire rolling around on the roof of the 
building so they turned in an alarm. 
The office being unattended at that 
time, the front door was locked so the 


ee 
a 


firemen were just about to start work- | 
ing on the front door when one of the | 


girls happened to come down and you 


us again after having helped at Geneva 


can imagine her surprise to find four | 


fire trucks lined up and everyone try- | 


ing to get in. 
Hastings Traffic Department 
Mrs. Marie Stevens is spending her 
vacation at home. ... Caroline Lamps 
started to spend her vacation in Chica- 


,_ tucky. 


go but was called home due to the. 
death of her sister, Mrs. Arthur Lar- | 


son of Kearney, Nebraska. ... Anna 
Dick and Mrs. Phyllis Volz rave been 
transferred to Hastings from York and 
Bonnie Crawford was transferred from 


ry 
go far on her vacation but enjoyed her| _ Mayme Carroll, Shelby; R. J. A ‘TELEPHONE GREMLIN IS BORN! 
two weeks and is now back with us.|Conners, Nebraska City; Wm. R. 
. Norma Williams, one of our for-| Knee, R. H. Stebbings, C. E. Hed- 
mer operators ,visited us _ recently. | strom, Lincoln. 


at Beatrice. . . . Madeline Troudt has Thirteen Years 

had to move =e and she go ho Caroline Iwohn, Clatonia;: G. W. 
come the unpleasant job of packing Jahn. Lincoln 

household goods during the hottest : : 
part of the summer. Mrs. Troudt Twelve Years 
seems to have had the bad luck of ° : : 
choosing a house to live in that some- Hotilda Eurich, Friend. 
body else wants to buy. .. . Bert Ten Years 


Wilma Grupe, Beatrice; Minnie 


Kline is on his vacation. We don't | 
know where he went for sure, but you : 

can bet he’s doing some fishing. Paul, Lincoln; Clara Van Matre, 
Rising City. 


-AT- A- BOY- NOW YOU'RE ON THE 
BEAM. .GO AHEAD AND ASK 


“INFORMATION FOR THAT NUMBER. 
WHADDA YOU CARE IF IT 
IS IN THE DIRECTORY ? 


Sutton . 

- Nine Years 
Eloise Nuss is a new operator in the ; 

traffic department. . . . Mrs. Beulah} Alice Peters, Friend. 


Stone resigned her position as com- 
mercial clerk to follow her soldier 
husband. . . . Maxine MacDonald has 
been employed to fill the vacancy in 
the commercial department. 


Eight Years 
Shirley Bradshaw, Fairbury; 
Della M. Wilcox, Lincoln. 
Seven Years Yip», ' EF aE 
Viola Carlson, Superior; G. T. SRY) | eke EG \ 
Henderson, Military Service; Mar- NSS 
garet Holka, Lincoln. 
Five Years 


Linnea Ekdahl, Fairmont; Mar- 
garet Micloski, Lincoln. 


York 


You are “in the groove” this month 
if you’ve a tan on your figure, callouses 
on your hands, or an expression on 
your face that typifies “shortage of 
manpower.” George Dobson’s' com- 
ing out on high in a recent tournament 
at the country club—coming in with a 
deeper tan. George “thank you John”’ 
Mehuron’s hands are wearing cal- 
louses from the extra money rolling 
through them. “They” have found a 
place to spend it. Due to the shortage 
of manpower, one of our subscriber’s 
became pretty sore, not only from the 
bump on his head but the idea of the 
thing, when his telephone came loose 
from the wall and hit him—this is an 


TIME MARCHES 


BACKWARD! 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Company History As Reflected 


sort 
' iH 


actual fact, too. . . . Alex “Whoopie” In “Telephone News” Files. ie at I\\\ i | 
Pauley is getting ready to spend his SS ANS SS y . pie, 
much needed vacation. ... Beth Mohler f= , : 


is very happy these days and we are 
all very happy for her. She is wear- 
ing a lovely diamond. Her boy friend 
returned to the States a short time ago 
after spending the past year in Hawaii. 
. . Edna Pflughaupt spent her vaca- 
tion with relatives and friends at 
Seward. . .. Minnie Metcalf's brother 
and sister-in-law from Sioux City and 
brother from Omaha spent part of last 


Twenty-Five Years Ago. 


Effective the first of this month 
the wire communication lines of 
the nation were placed under the | 
supervision of Postmaster General 
Burleson. This was done under an | 
executive order issued by Presi- | 
dent Wilson. | 


seraypliag 


~ == ro 


\ 


week with her... . New toll students A. O. Andrews, night man at 
are Anna Dick and Phyllis Volz. Beth|],incoln main office, resigned - c : eee, 
Mohler is their instructor... . Local August 10th to take up military B2it 7 


students added to the force are Ruth 
Koenig, Elsie Wilshusen, and Fern 
Wilger. ... Marian Boyle is back with 


-- - 
eee Om 


Pee eee Neexe we present a close-up of what is, so far as we know, the telephone irdustry’s 
change managership have been first “gremlin!” As all of you are aware, the war has made the word “gremlin” a 
made recently due to some of the| part of our national vocabulary—and the little devils themselves have become a fascinat- 
managers joining the colors. F.|ing part of our daily living. Invented to explain otherwise unexplainable failures in avia- 
Sete EL on noe beiee tion equipment, they quickly swept the nation. The pesky little creatures now seem to 
replaced by A. T. Gile, of Bennet. | get the blame for almost everything that happens. One might even go so far as to say 
H. G. White, who has been man-/| they have become a “national alibi!” Gremlins typical of various industries hive been 
ager at Bradshaw has also re-| popping up in the national advertising field for some time. When it became necessary 
signed to go into the service. for our Company to do a job of special advertising in connection with lightening the load 
One $18.75 War Bond will sup- acting poe . ea ae he. on our Lincoln “Information” operators, we asked our facile artist, Joe Hartley, +o create 
ply a Navy flyer with a fur-lined | souri for a minor operation and| @ telephone gremlin. We think he succeeded admirably—and we predict that you will 
flying jacket. expects to return to work soon. | see our pestiferous little gremlin cavorting through many of our future advertisements. 


the past months. . . . Arideen Rhoads 
and Nyla Peters spent a day in Lin- 
coln. One of the girls had the mis- 
fortune of losing her return ticket but 
managed to arrive home safely. . 
Velma Garlock spent several days visit- 
ing her husband at Fort Knox, Ken- 


. 
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Mutual Benetit 
Campaign Under Way 


New Members Are Being 
Sought During Month Of 
September Among Large 
Group Of Eligibles. 


for new Mutual Benefit As- 
sociation members, mentioned 
in last month’s “News,” got 
under way on September I. 
No information on the num- 
ber of applications already 
secured is available at the 
time this is written, but it is 
hoped that at least 75% of all 
eligible non-member em- 
nloyees will sign up. 


Harry Branch 


month-long campaign | 


The total number of eligible 


emplovees on September 1 
was 127—thus, 96 new mem- 
bers will represent victory in 
the drive to secure 75%. To 
be eligible for membership, 
applicants must be regular 
full time employees who are 
actively at work when applica- 
tion is made, and they must 
have been employed not less 
than sixty days immediately 
preceding date of application. 
The desire to secure 79% 
of all eligibles is based upon 
the fact that this will make it 
possible to accept the applica- 
tions of those employees 
whose departmental member- 
ship has not reached the 79% 
figure. Employees who have 
not yet been employed for 
sixty days may make applica- 
tion during the campaign, and 
their applications will be held 
until they become eligible. 
Our Mutual Benefit Asso- 
ciation has been operating 
most successfully for nearly 
a year in furnishing hospital- 
ization and surgery to its em- 
ployee-members. The month- 


ficient revenue to pay all 
claims and to permit the estab- 


this assignment and has re- 


iv fee of $1 has produced suf- ‘turned to Lincoln. Mr. Jack- 


relating the various installa- 


lishment of a cash reserve 


which is steadily growing. 
The time may not be far dis- 
tant when members may elect 


of a number of ways. 

The Association is strictly 
mutual. Every member has 
equal representation, and 
every member should help 
make the group stronger by 
interesting eligible employees 


with all the power at its com- 


vard. In this connection, he 


to inerease the benefits in any |W orked closely with the area| Stolen at Beatrice 


‘managers affected, 


‘markably fine job. He made 


be occupied for some time 


ae The “News » complete the records of the 
im MeniVersHp- ’ |various air base installations. | 


mand, urges that this be done. | 
We have here an organization | 


geared to mutual helpfulness 


in 2 manner which lifts it far 


above ordinary 
activities. 


Nebraska City 
Operators Are Praised 


(Nebraska City News-Press) 

W. J. Kier, Consumers’ en- 
gineer, said Wednesday that 
the telephone operators on the 
night shift Monday deserve no 


employee, 


Lincoln, Nebraska, 


MO 


Retires From Service 
HARRY M. Branch, merit | 


testman at Hastings, re- 
tired from active service on| 
August 20, 
under the| 
7 provisions of | 
a: is our pension 
> *, | plan. He had 
given 30 
years of serv- 
ice to the 
telephone in-| 
dustry. | 

Harry be-| 
gan his serv-| 
ice with this 
Company in May, 1921, as a) 
combinationman in Lincoln. | 
Previously, however, he had | 
served the industry in various 
communities in the middle =— 
west and, as a result, his of- a" 
ficial service record dates re 
back to July 14, 1913. 

In 1926, he was transferred 
to Hastings as telegraph op- 
erator. He became chief test-| 
boardman in 1928, and wire | 
chief in 1929. He was named | 
first-class combinationman in 

| 


Harry M. Branch 


+ 
1 PCRS WE far DK TE Fe THE MINRERS 
© COD TE AMDASIOR 69 SRIETESD 
mem Bilge 2 Ty 


1939, and merit testman in 
1942. 

Harry is well known! 
throughout our territory. He 
gave his best efforts to the 
telephone business, and he is 
widely regarded as a (ele. | 
phone technician of the rarest | 
ability. The “News” extends 
best wishes for Harry’s future 
years. | 


PPS. TS 
2 Seales ae 


ae % 


Jackson Completes 


Assignment at Geneva | 
S. JACKSON, who has. 
been acting as installation | 
supervisor for our Western | 
district air base jobs since last | 
March, has completed the 
field work in connection with 


tion activities of the plant and 
commercial departments at 
Bruning, Fairmont and Har- 


Company Truck | 


son’s duties consisted of cor 


and re-) 


LIGHT pickup truck, used 
sults prove that he did a re-| GHT pickup truck, use 


in Beatrice for various er-. 
'rands by the area commercial 


his headquarters at Geneva. | manager, the wire chief and 


In Lincoln, Mr. Jackson will 


‘ment, was stolen from the 
‘alley adjoining our Beatrice 
|building on the morning of. 
September 2. It was recov- 
ered the next day near Marys- 

Garland Dial Unit |ville, Kansas, where it was 
, Z reposing in a ditch. The truck 

Is Now in Service ‘was unharmed, and nothing 
HE new dial exchange at; had been removed from it. 
Garland was cut into serv-| The key had been left in the 


with detail work necessary to 


-ice on Monday, August 16. The ignition when the truck was 
dial equipment supersedes a parked in the alley—doubt- 


less than an orchid for the fine | 
cooperation during a recent) as 
fact that the equipment had) him. As word of this unusual | 


wind and rain storm. 

“IT stayed by the phone for an 
hour and a half,” said Mr. Kier, 
“trying to get the fellows up to 


been purchased and received theft “grapevined” through- 


_Board’s 


repair damage and keep things | 


going as best we could, and I 
want to say I got excellent serv- 
ice.” 

By working all night, linemen 
got things pretty well under con- 
trol, but they couldn’t have done 
so Without the efficient help at 


the telephone office, says the 
engineer for Consumers Public 
Power. 


manual switchboard which less because no one could 


has been in service there for imagine that such a vehicle, 
many years. 


It is quite like-| carrying the Company em- 
ly that this may be the only| blem, would be “lifted” in 
dial exchange which this Com- | broad daylight. 
pany will install during the|tured that it was stolen by 
war period—permission for its;someone who needed trans- 
installation having been)portation badly and who 


granted by the War Produc-| planned only to drive it as far || 


tion Board only because of the; as the gas supply would carry 


prior to the issuance of the) out the territory, supervisors 

restrictive order.) generally sat up and “pulled | 
Mayor McGill, of Garland, | themselves together” to await 
pulled the cord which cut the! a cogent epistle from the gen-| 
equipment into service, but|eral plant department point-. 
there were no other cere- | ing out the inadvisability of 
monies. Mrs. Laura Myers,| leaving keys in Company ve- 
chief operator-cashier at Gar-|hicles. Which epistle, one 
land, has been transferred to} feels certain, they have by 
Tamora, where she fills the now received and thoroughly | 
same position. | 


It is conjec- | 


| digested! i. 
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RE STARS AND MORE NAMES! 


t * x 
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pretties ia beans 
(On MM LACE A RSME OS 


Copper and steel, zinc and tin, 
nickel and rubber, needed to pro- 
duce more telephone service, have 
gone to war but courtesy and good 
humor and _ personal service, 
which go so far toward making 
telephone service good, are nei- 
ther limited nor rationed. 


members of the plant depart-|y 


id ANNA AAA An Aap eee ¢ e ° 
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In the November, 1942, issue of the “News” we published a picture of the Company service flag 
and the Honor Roll plaque, both of which are displayed in our general office lobby. At that time, there 
were only 40 stars on the flag and the same number of names on the plaque. We now show you the 
same scene as photographed early in September. At this later date there were 101 stars on the flag and 
103 names on the plaque. Stars are added only at 30-day intervals, while names are added to the 
plaque as soon as they are received. Since the earlier photograph was taken, the plaque has been 
moved from an easel on the lobby floor to its present setting, behind a lobby window and in an arched 
background designed by Joe Hartley. It was placed behind glass to get it out of the reach of inquisitive 
fingers. Too many lobby visitors insisted on picking at the panels in an attempt to learn whether the 
plaque is made of critical materials—which it most emphatically is not! 


Savings through War Bonds 
purchases already accomplished 
are almost sufficient to provide 
four years of college education 
for every young man and young 
woman in America between the 
ages of 18 and 21. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS- 


ODAY, as I started this item, the announcement comes of the 
surrender of Italy, the first of the three principal agressor 
nations to succumb to the power of the United Nations. Vic- 
tory, although still in the future, is coming nearer every day 
and with our continued cooperation is cer- 


tainly assured. 


There should be no let down now. Every 
one of us should gladly and enthusiastically 
respond to the call of our Government for 
complete support in the War effort. That 
means not only devotion to our daily task— 
it means much more—we must gladly serve 
in every civilian capacity possible in order 
that our fighting forces have everything 
needed to bring Victory. The immediate 
task before us is to buy more War Bonds. 


Last year we asked all of our employees 
to subscribe for Bonds in an amount equal to ten percent of 


seven percent. 


your pay, to be deducted each pay day. In spite of substantial 
increases in pay, we find that our average subscription is only 


Won’t you increase your purchase of Bonds NOW? It’s a 
grand way to help win this War—and what a fine method of 


saving! 


The Engineering Department has set a splendid example 
for all of us in response to a letter which Mr. Wheeler wrote 


to each one of his folks. 


Read his letter in Mr. Ott’s column. 


The engineers promptly increased their subscription to 15.6 
percent. There’s a mark for us to shoot at. 


Send your increased subscription to Mr. Guy O. Seaton, 
Manager Securities Department. 


& 


—J. H. AGEE. 


| at Bruning, 


Number 9 


PLANT FORCES 
MADE GREAT RECORD 


With Construction Depart- 
ment Bearing Heavy Share 
Of Burden, A Number Of 
Big Jobs Were Successfully 
Completed. 


No that most of the plant 


work in connection with 
the Naval Ammunition Depot, 
at Hastings, and the air bases 
Fairmont and 
Geneva, has been completed, 
it becomes possible to cast a» 
reflective eye back over the 


_past eighteen months and get 


|a complete picture of the tre- 
;mendous job which has been 
handled so swiftly and ef- 
ficiently by our plant depart- 
;ment, | 


When the first “war plant 
job”—the telephone system at 
the Nebraska Ordnance Plant 
at Mead — was dumped into 
our laps early in 1942, it was 
the feeling of our plant folks 
that it would keep them more 
than moderately busy. When 
the plans for the N. O. P. 
system were turned over to 
the plant department, every- 
one was deeply impressed 
with the size of the job. But 
they hadn’t “seen nuthin’ 
yet!” They might have fainted 
then and there had they been 
able to peer into the future! 


However, one is forced to 
admit that our plant depart- 
ment has long been famous 
for its “controlled optimism.” 
This spirit was accurately re- 
flected by its “head man,” 
General Plant Superintendent 
F. E. Behm, in a recent con- 
versation with the “News” 
editor. Said Mr. Behm: “We 
were not frightened by the 
size of the Mead job and we 
said “keep ’em coming.’ . Well, 
that is just what they did. 
They handed us the Lincoln 
Air Base job before we had . 
more than nicely gotten un- 
der way at Mead. We took 
the L. A. B. business in stride 
—you might even say ‘under 
wraps.’ It wasn’t until they 
laid the air bases at Bruning, 
Fairmont and Harvard in our 
laps in one fell swoop—to- 
gether with a good-sized prep- 
aration job at the Hastings 
N. A. D.—that we stopped hol- 
lering ‘more’ and started mut- 
tering in our beards. But our 
boys came through in grand 
style, and we are sort of proud 
of ourselves.” 


And well they may be. Mr. 
Behm’s jocular remarks ac- 
curately reflect the quietly 
confident spirit of the plant 
department—and of the con- 
struction folks in particular. 
A heavy handicap was laid on 
the construction department 
right at the outset, due to the 
long continued illness of Con- 
struction Superintendent Paul 
Schmeltzer. An _ additional 
handicap was the constant loss 
of trained men to the armed 
services. But those who re- 
mained rolled up their sleeves 
and dug in twice as hard— 
defying the tough handicaps 
to hamper them. | 

During the period from 
January 1, 1942 to May 31, 
1943, our construction depart- 
ment completed thirty-four 

See “PLANT RECORD” 
Page 2, Col. 3 
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“A Nebraska Company Serving Its People” 


‘Cross. -Jalh” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


ENERAL MANAGER AGEE, in his contribution elsewhere in this 
issue, refers to a letter written recently by Chief Engineer H. H. | 
Wheeler, Jr. to the employees in the Engineering Department. It is | 
a sober appeal both to the patriotism and the intelligence of ef 
employee and, since it says everything that might reasonably be said 
on the subject of War Bond purchases—and says it so perfectly—_| 
we take real pleasure in reproducing it below: 


“The Company’s record of subscriptions for purchase of war, 


bonds falls far short of the generally suggested minimum of 10% of | 


pay rolis. The record of bond purchase pay roll deductions for this 
department is even worse, being at present only 7.36%. 


‘I am not only interested that the Company’s performance in 
this respect be improved but have the natural pride which urges 
that we do much better in this group. The plain fact is that we 
should—we enjoy better than average earnings and it is pleasant to 
think that we have better than average intelligence—and it certainly 
is intelligent for anyone to buy war bonds. 


“This matter should be considered in terms of the national need, 
in terms of such modest personal sacrifice as it may entail, as well 
as in terms of the showing which the Company as a whole, and this 
group in particular, is able and willing to make. All of us I believe 
know all the arguments—they come to us frequently and from all 
directions. But if none of these urges appeal sufficiently to induce 
your action, perhaps the purely selfish motive of a sound invest- 
ment will. For any degree of financial security, the earning period 
of our lives should be a saving period. At present the earnings on 
Series E war bonds are equivalent to the earning rate on annuity 
purehases in the better insurance companies and the bonds them- 
selves are equally safe. 


“My judgment is that we in this department should as a group | 
be saving at least 15% of the present pay roll in this way. That may | 
not be a good guide for each but if you believe you should not do) 


better than at present, I should be interested in knowing why not. 
I propose to double my subscription at once even though it has here- 


tofore been on a more than 10% basis. Will you not likewise seriously | 


join in this effort to a greater degree of your ability? I feel wholly 
safe in saying that if you do the time will come when you will be 
glad you did.” 

Mr. Wheeler’s letter evidently touched the right chord in his 
department. As Mr. Agee has told you, engineering employees hiked 
the ante to 15.6%. 


The joy with which all of us received the dramatic news of Italy’s 
sudden collapse should be tempered somewhat by the implications of 
the situation. Italy quit because her people had no heart for the war 
and were disinclined to “take it” for a cause they knew was already 
lost. The Germans will quit for approximately the same reason in 
due time. Japan, too, will some day decline to “take it’ when the 
Allied assault becomes as powerful as it eventually will become— 
but there is nothing in the Japanese history, as there is in the Ger- 
man, to give us a clue to the moment when the Nips will fall apart. 
For me, there are certain sobering implications in the relationship of 


the above facts to the peace that must be written after this war. As | tion Inspector Joy Dobbs. As_ 


a nation, we never have been forced to ‘“‘take it” in the manner in 
which total war can “dish it out.” We know nothing about “taking 
it” in the sense that the British, the Russians, the Poles, the Dutch 
and so many others know about it. Nor as the Germans and the 
Japs are going to know about it before the United Nations are fin- 
ished with them. Neither you nor I are particularly anxious to learn 
just how great is our capacity for “taking it.” We are a people 
who are accustomed to success—we demand it and we become very 
bitter if it deserts us for even a moment. We are inclined to boast 
that we could, if necessary, bare our breasts to the storm and fight 
on against overwhelming odds in the manner of our British cousins. 
One desires desperately to believe this—and desires just as des- 
perately to escape the test which would provide the answer. But the 
world is shrinking right before our eyes—because of the tremendous 
strides being made in the science of aviation—and your children or 


grandchildren, and my children or grandchildren, are GOING TO) 


FIND OUT whether or not they can “take it” if this present job is 
not finished completely. It is just as certain as tomorrow’s sunrise. 


Not only must the aggressor nations be smashed to a point where 
their people finally realize the futility of constantly embarking on 
aggression, but a peace must be written that will, in its stern but 
reasonable justice, make workable the peaceful association of all 
nations. This is a MUST—it simply HAS TO BE if our children’s 
children are not to be buried beneath the walls of bombed and ruined 
American cities. Two major efforts confront each one of us today— 
we must buy and buy and buy War Bonds to finish this job, and we 
must unceasingly impress upon our leaders our consuming desire for 
a workable and lasting peace. And if we fail to seize this, our last 
and greatest, opportunity for permanent peace we shall by that fail- 
ure condemn our descendants to live forever in a world of fear and 
death. We shall have failed to preserve for them the heritage of our 
America—and it would be better for them never to have been born! 


—N. O, 
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estimates for war projects, in 
addition to completing thirty- 
one estimates for work on 
telephone plant not connected 
with the war. The boys not 
‘only kept abreast of the needs 
'and requirements of the war 
jobs—in many instances they 
actually were ahead of them! 
teas many commendatory let- 
| 


ters, and personal statements, 
from army, navy and other 
government officials are proof 
of the high rating which our 
‘Company has earned for its 
‘outstanding success in prompt- 
ly supplying vital communi- 
cation facilities. And this rat- 
ing was earned, in great part, 
by the men in our plant de- 
partment who, from the top 
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"Service Stars 


By J. H. HARTLEY 


% 
+ 
vy * 
% 
+ 
xt 


xKwkKkKKkKKK 


We can keep this department 
* lively and interesting with your 
*« help. May we depend upon it? 


aKa KKaKa Kaka KKK KKK 


EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 
THE SERVICE DURING 
AUGUST 


VIRGIL GRAVES 
Construction department. 


JACK L. KUCHERA 
Lincoln service department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES—105 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 


The latest address card received 
from CPL. HOWARD STROUP 
indicates that he has started upon 
the journey across the eastern 
waters. 


down, gave these jobs the best 
that was in them. 
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PFC. LELAND L. RAUCH has 


“4s sailed for overseas duty. One of 
In addition to the work of his last chores in the U. S. was to 


the construction department) spend three days marching before 


in completing the estimates! the cameras for the next Kay 
mentioned above, one cannot Kayser picture. Leland was some- 


‘forget the fact that the vari- what disappointed in that he was 


unable to obtain a glimpse of the 


ous district organizations were 
also functioning in high gear. 
'They were faced with the job 
of installing the central office 
equipment, drops, inside wire 
‘and telephone instruments in 
each of the government pro- 
jects. These were tasks which 
had to be completed while the 
district forces were carrying 
on their regular job of keep- 
ing civilian telephone service 
up to its usual high standard. 

And one must not overlook 
the supply department. This 
segment of our plant organiza- 
tion functioned beautifully at 
all times — getting the mate- 
rials and equipment to the 
right place at the right time 
in the face of many handicaps. 

It is not possible to give in 
this space the name of every 
plant man who did his bit to 
Company’s war 
project construction record 
stand up proudly alongside 
that of any telephone organ- 
ization in the nation. We can, 
however, name those con- 
struction foreman and super- 
visors who were in charge 
throughout this hectic period. 
The gangs headed by George 
Hansen, Don Smith, Harry 
Moss, G. A. Foster, Art Hol- 
comb, E. A. Eichenour, T. R. 
DeWolf, Herman Studier and 
W. F. Combs were the ones 
which handled the big con- 
struction jobs at the various 
war projects. Other construc- 
tion department employees 
who toiled early and late in 
direct contact with the field 
forces were General Foreman 


‘make this 


‘Clyde Boyles and Construc-. 


might be expected, the em- 
ployees in the construction de- 
partment office were swamped 
with “paper work”—and they 
did a grand job in handling it. 
The successful conclusion of 
all these efforts marks an- 
other high spot in our Com- 
pany’s intensely interesting 
history. It closes an epic period 
which will long be the sub- 
ject of discussion and an- 
ecdote wherever and when- 
ever plant men get together. 
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“Happiness Ahead” 


ARGARET Hull, Auburn 
traffic, and Dale Snod- 
grass, Auburn, were united in 
marriage Sunday, August 28, 
at four o’clock in the after- 
noon. The ceremony took 
place at the chapel in Coryell 
park, Rev. E. C. Davis of- 
ficiating. 
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“professor” during that time. 


In a sort of “Tinker to Evers to 
Chance” series of moves, PVT. 
HOWARD STACY, since last re- 
ported, has been transferred from 
Camp Roberts to Stanford to In- 
diana University, in a specialist’s 
training unit. 

SGT. CHAUNCEY ERICKSON, 
who was among the first of our 
boys in service, was back for a 
brief visit at his home in Wahoo. 
Chauncey has spent considerable 
time in Panama and in the islands 
of the Caribbean. He has been 
returned to the United States to 
receive flight training. 


The Tecumseh items in last 
month’s “News” stated that Eileen 
Horner, operator, had journeyed to 
Fairmont during the middle of 
July and returned home wearing 
a big sparkler on that special 
finger, but it wasn’t mentioned 
that the ring was bought and pre- 
sented by PVT. GENE GEM- 
MELL. Gene is now with the 
armored forces at Camp Camp- 
bell, Ky. 

CAPT. ROD ANDREWS 
stormed through the general of- 
fice building on August 6th, try- 
ing to crowd as many hand 
shakes and as much conversation 
as possible into the few short 
hours he could spare from his 
long awaited leave. What sur- 
prised the former battling traffic 


engineer no end was the pro- 


y% |mounced evidence of joy on the 


part of his old friends as they 
greeted him. Some even admitted 
to his face that they had missed 
him—and no one attempted to 
knock the well-loved chip from 
his shoulder. The Captain was on 
the first leg of the long journey 
toward the seat of hostilities, 
sailing from the west coast. 


WESLEY E. HAYES, S.2/c. is 
now at Camp Peary, Va., as a “Sea 
Bee” receiving training in a Na- 
val construction unit. 

PVT. NORMAN R. ZIPP em- 
barked, in August, from the west 
coast and is now on an island in 
the Southwest Pacific. Norman 
was formerly a cable splicer’s 
helper in the construction depart- 
ment. 


A/S DICK LAHR is now 
“Papa” Lahr. Dick is receiving 
flight training at Santa Ana, Cali- 
fornia, but we can well imagine 
that he will be burning up the 
rails toward Lincoln to see that 
fine son at the first opportunity. 


One of our boys who makes 
his own opportunities and even 
has them to spare is A/S W. B. 
IMLER, who was with the con- 
struction department as truck 
driver and who entered the army 
last November. An excerpt from 
his recent letter: ‘During this 
time at Camp Beale, I was drill- 
ing days and working nights to 
get my chance at O.C.S. in the 
field artillery—and finally made 
the grade. My greatest ambition, 
however, had always been to fly. 
So with plenty of hopes and many 
doubts, I set out to achieve the 
goal of Aviation Cadet. It meant 
the devoting of lots of extra time 
and work, but it was worth it all. 
I was granted a furlough and 
when I reached home a telegram 
from my commanding officer was 
there waiting for me. It read: 
“You have been chosen for Air 
Cadets and Officer’s training. 
Please wire us your choice.’... I 
chose the Air Cadets, and when I 
returned to California was im- 
mediately transferred to the top 
service, Army Air Corps.” 


JACK KUCHERA A/S, who 
has begun training at Farragut, 
Idaho, will be remembered by 
many telephone folks as the sub- 
ject of a feature article in the 
November, 1929, ‘Telephone 
News.” Jack, as a three year old, 
had fallen to the bottom of a 
thirty-five foot gas filled, aban- 
doned well at his home and owes 
his life to the desperate and mi- 
raculous rescue by his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kuchera. 
Frank was then combinationman 
at Plattsmouth. 


It is now LIEUT. EUGENE W. 
BURCHESS. He received his 


September, 1943 


Wings early in August and is now 
at Palacios, Texas. 


An incident of the Andrews’ 
visit bears repeating. While Rod 
was waiting in the cafeteria line 
for a cup of coffee, Lloyd Cleve- 
land passed behind him—and, in 
passing, swung from the floor 
with an open hand which landed 
with: a resounding spat, squarely 
upon the target. All a-quake at 
his own daring, but happy and un- 
apologetic, Cleveland explained 
that it was probably his last 
chance to sock a captain and es- 
cape court-martial. The sudden 
a he said, was simply irresisti- 

e. 


PVT. LLOYD CLEVELAND, 
saluting corporals and majors 
with equal abandon, reported at 
nou Leavenworth on September 
9th. 

‘BOB STALL S.2/c. found the 
opportunity to spend a few days 
at home while enroute from Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin to San Francisco 
where he will, board ship. Bob’s 
home town is Bennet and he 
worked in the Lincoln service de- 
partment. 


CLIFFORD M. ARMSTRONG 
S.2/c., whose picture appears be- 
low, was home on furlough fol- 
lowing the completion of his 
“boot” training at Farragut, Ida- 
ho. Bob is the son of Mrs. Ethyl 
Armstrong, commercial clerk at 
Ashland. He has returned to an 
outgoing unit at Farragut, pend- 
ing assignment to future duty. 

PVT. PHIL ECKLES has been 
assigned to the dietetical depart- 
ment at the O’Reilly General Hos- 
pital at Springfield, Missouri. Phil 
is the son of Area Manager Bill 
Eckles of Plattsmouth. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 

CLIFFORD M. ARMSTRONG, 

App. Seaman to Seaman 2/c. 
EUGENE W. BURCHESS, 

Aviation Cadet to 2nd Lieut. 
THAD C. CONE, 

Ist Lieutenant to Captain. 
DEAN DOUGLAS, 

App. Seaman to Seaman 2/c. 
WESLEY HAYES, 

App. Seaman to Seaman 2/c. 
FREDERICK W. MORRIS, 

2nd Lieut. to Ist Lieut. 


LEAVES AND FURLOUGHS 

CLIFFORD M. ARMSTRONG 
from Farragut, Idaho. 

R. D. ANDREWS from Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

CHAUNCEY ERICKSON from 
Caribbean theater. 

DONALD RUTLEDGE from Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Mo. 

ROBERT A. STALL from Madi- 
son, Wis. 

RUTH TRUTNA from Orlando, 
Florida. 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION’S SERVIC 


Government restriction and / 1. Corporal Bill Quinn, once suave “complaint-settler” in the Lincoln business office, who is stationed 


simplifications of industrial 
and residential incandescent 
lighting fixtures will save 
2,500 to 3,000 tons of metal 
this year, 


at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. 


2. Captain Rod Andrews, general traffic department, who breaks into 


several of the news items this month. 3. S/Sgt. Ken Boshart of the accounting department is with a 


general hospital unit in Australia (we think). 


recent furlough. 


hails from the construction department. 6. 


4. Clifford M. Armstrong, S 2/c. snapped while on his 
5. M/Sgt. Tommy Hedges, a “top kick” at the army air base, Burlington, Alabama, 
Charles Kermoade, S 2/c. Auburn plant department’s con= 


tribution to the service. Charles is a “SeaBee” in training at Camp Peary, Virginia, 
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Eastern District 
Phylits Taylor, Associate Editor 


David City 


The girls “upstairs” enjoyed a water- 
melon feed on August 11. It was too 
damp to go to the park, so the girls 
settled for the sidewalk and dry spots 
of the lawn at the office. Julia 

Jilger, operator, worked at the Bell- 
wood ‘exchange for two weeks while 


Selzer was on vacation. 

Ann Stump and Doris Supencheck, ex- 
operator, spent August 21 in Lincoln 
hav ring fur 
personnel— “Marily nn Behrns is our new 
hier, replacing Shirley Johnson, who 
resume her studies at the 
of Nebraska. 
, area manager. spent Sun- 
r, M onday, and Tuesday, August 23, 
24, and 25, at Norfolk at the legion 
convention. Believe it or not, 
turned to work Wednesday morning in 
fine shape. . . . Now on the subject of 
vacations—Andy Holt has been fishing 
and loafing on his vacation 
week. Nothing new whatsoever! 
been doing that for months; 
after work, and loafing most 

time. 


Camilla 


{ bet Cy 
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hy Ey 


Toren 


Yo 
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He's 
of the 
rest of the 
Louisville 

was a vacationer from 
. We were 
Doris re- 


Ruth Maier 
August 30 to September 8. 
sorry to lose Doris Graham. 
signed August 15. 


Nebraska City 

Vacations seem to be the order 
the day around here.... Lillian Bader, 
chief operator, returned to work July 
26, after vacationing in St. Louis with 
a couple of side trips to Jefferson 
Barracks. . Mary McKenzie 
at home during her vacation. However 
the resting was interruped by frequent 
trips to the swimming pool for swimm- 


ing lessons, or as Mary says “How to 
Drown in One Easy Lesson.” From all 
reports, she and a few other “gals” are 
doing right well with the swimming 
lessons and the sun burn... . Evelyn 


Letellier and Mildred Cohn are two 
more “stay at home” vacationers. 
Evelyn made good use of said swimm- 
ing pool, while Mildred entertained 
company, that certain man from Detroit 

._ Dorothy Meyers wore a bright smile 
for a few days due to a certain Pfc. 
from Chanute Field, Dlinois, being here 
on furlough. . We have a class of 
three learning the intricacies of Long 
Distance. They are Laurene Bremer, 
Marjorie Ohnmacht, and Louise Fritch. 
The instructors are Nadine Borland 
and Phyllis Adams. ... Maxine Meyer 
spent the week-end of August 7 with 
friends at Talmage. Maxine 


MeiIntire was in Auburn on August 13. | 


Evalyn Sprague spent the week-end 
of August 14 in Wymore.... Charlotte 
Seely enjoyed visiting friends at Falls 
City on August 14. ... Among visitors 
the office this past month 
Mildred Bentz, former assistant chief 
operator, who is now attending the 


at 


Moody Bible School at Chicago. 
Betty Janssen of Lincoln spent a few 


days of her 
Adams. Betty is a former operator and 
supervisor, now with the traffic de- 
partment in Lincoln. . Louise Fritsch 
and Erma Brandt attended the Pre- 
mier of “Claudia” at Omaha on Aug- 
ust 18. 
Plattsmouth 


And while we're on the subject of 
vacations, here are a few more to add 
to our collection. . Eunice Copen- 
haver spent her leisure moments at her 
home in Syracuse. Rose Janda 
visited friends in Omaha. . Helen 
Ledgway was a fortunate miss, spend- 
ing her vacation in Los Angeles. . 
Mrs. Mary Alyce McClanahan spent 
part of her vacation in Kansas City. 


Seward 


We have three new employees with 
us and wish to extend our heartiest 
welcome to them. Mrs. Genevieve San- 
dusky is doing part time work in the 
commercial department, replacing Mrs 
Myrtle Kapke, who resigned to teach 
school this fall. Mrs. Sandusky is the 
daughter of L. B. Mapel, former area 
manager at Seward. Her husband is 
stationed in Sicily at the present time. 

Arthur Balderson has been em- 
ployed in the plant department as a 
combinationman.... Grace Jones is our 
new “plug pusher’’ in the traffic de- 
partment. . Congratulations are in 
order for Shirley Stovick and Helen 
Greiner, who completed their student 
training on August 13. 


Wahoo 


On August 8 the “telephone girls’’ 
had a breakfast at the city park, hon- 
oring Sergeant Ruth Trutna. Ruth re- 


turned home on a ten-day furlough 
from Orlando, Florida. . Jim Gil- 
christ, combinationman, took his va- 


cation the first two weeks in August 


He and his wife spent these two weeks | 


in Denver, Colorado. 
Johnson, cashier spent a week of her 
vacation in Sioux Falis, South Dakota. 
visiting her brother who is in the army. 

Hazel Hagenbuck spent a few 
days in Humboldt during her vacation 
period. . A very welcome visitor at 
our office the week of August 15 was 


Genevieve 


Chauncey Erickson. former employee, 
who was home on furlough. He has 
been stationed in the Panama Canal 
zone. 


Lincoln Departments 


Acounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ruth Brown, 
Vacation time seems 
full swing and we've 
hearing of people who 


Associate Editor 


to be here 
actually been 


| WORK. Mr. 
|} from the office to 
| the yvard at home. Now lessee, did he 
/mean the puttering one does with a 
/hoe n’stuff, or the kind one does with 


. Once again a change in | 


Vern | 


he re- | 


the past | 


fishing | 


of | 


rested | 


was | 


.| Holdren who resigned August 15. Mar- 


vacation visiting Phyllis | former mail boy, 


in | 


really rested 


Anyway they call it “rest,” because it 
happens to be a different kind of 
Devoe took a week’s rest 
“putter around” in 


a golf club? ... Dewey Nelsen pitched 


into the ‘“chores’’ connected with his 
|“back yard farm” while taking a few 
|days vacation. He also whipped up 


/some of that fancy jelly he’s become 
noted for in the last few years. ... 
Alvina Miller believes in the Chamber 
of Commerce’s slogan—‘‘See Nebraska 
_First,”’ so she dashed out to Chadron 
to spend her vacation amidst the beau- 
tiful Nebraska scenery. As you prob- 
ably know, soldiers have replaced the 
Indians in that part of the state, too, 
/so it must have been an interesting 
vacation. Among other things, Alvina 
flew back to Lincoln in a Stinson air- 
| plane! . S. F. Bush is vacationing 
at this writing so we don’t know just 
|how he is spending his time. However, 
| we imagine he is doing much the same 
as did Mr. Devoe or Mr. Nelsen, for we 
heard him hoping for cool weather... . 


| Chicago welcomed Clara Jones during 
|her vacation, so she really took ad- 
| vantage of its hospitality. Clara didn’t 
| join an army, but she must have got 
caught in some kind of a “draft” for 
|'she had a mean sore throat upon her 
_return to Lincoln... . Just as we hinted 
last month, Betty, whose last name was 
Priest, is now Betty Reesman. Mrs. 
/-Reesman plans to spend her vacation 
around the first of September, at 
| which time she and her husband George 
| will visit the latter’s parents in Mil- 
| waukee, Wisconsin. ...H. J. Soderholm 
'of the engineering department stayed 
| in Lincoln during his vacation and had 
| a very nice visit with his son who was 
home on furlough from the army. 

pe Hauschild went to Sioux City, 
Iowa to visit friends for a week of her 
| vacation. . A letter from Elaine Man- 
| ion from Dallas, Texas helped to cheer 
}us all one hot day. She writes that 
there is a state hotter than Nebraska. 
| It is Texas. Seems it is 110 in the shade 
and no shade. Makes us appreciate our 
“cool” 98’s with shade! And also makes 
!us almost fall on our knees in praise 
of our Company’s air-conditioning! 


| General Offices 
| Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 


Friends of Mary Margaret Pohlenz 
will be interested to learn that she and 
her husband are now located at Little 
| Rock, Arkansas. She thinks they will en- 
joy their new location more than the 
former one in Florida. Mary Margaret 
is a former employee of the general 
peonasstenctal department. Keep the let- 
ters coming, M. M... . Betty Crew, of 
‘the general commercial department 
/resigned on August 9. Greetings to 
| Marian Blake, from the Lincoln busi- 
/ness office, who is taking her place. 
. . We wish to extend welcome to 
| Margaret Stacy, who is the new mail 
|messenger taking the place of Ruth 


| garet is a sister of Howard Stacy, a 
and the daughter of 
L. A. Stacy in the supply department. 

. Mr. Ott enjoyed the last week of 
his vacation the latter part of August 
vacationing at home. He claims he dug 
more potatoes but insists this does not 
come under the head of “enjoyment!’’ 

. Surprises never cease—Bonnie Nel- 
son, general commercial department, 


| i. 
| most successful “farmers.” 


which the plant department has been trying out. 


j 


during that “furlough” from the office! | 


. 
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Personalities 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


came to work the other day with her 
left hand weighted down with a pretty 
sparkler. Congratulations, Bonnie! 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Edttor 


Charles Hansen, a member of Stacy’s 
inventory crew, underwent an opera- 
tion at St. Elizabeth’s hospital on Aug- 
ust 23. We hear at the last word that 
Charlie is very much better and is 
now able to have visitors. Hope to have 
you back to work before long, Charlie! 

. Phillip Bohl, one of our old timers, 
resigned his position as day custodian 
to look after personal activities at 
home. Phil had retired on February 1, 
1940, but he returned to the supply de- 
partment to help us out for the ‘dur- 
ation.’ Take care of yourself, Phil, and 
don’t forget to drop in to see us once 
in a while. . .. We have a new night 
custodian in the person of Frank P. 
Condos who is taking the place of Tom 
Raikes, transferred back to the service 
department. . Most of our vacations 
have so far been of the stay-at-home 
variety, Lowell Johnson spent his va- 
cation, August 8 to 21, taking things 
easy in general. Harold Cunningham 
vacationed, August 1 to 14, painting his 
house, etc. Wesley Haas has been try- 
ing to tell us that he spent his vaca- 
tion at home, August 1 to 14, but we 
have it on unimpeachable authority 
that he visited his parents in Missouri. 
Ralph Stebbins remained at home for 
one week and went to Kansas for a 
week during August 8 to 21. As usual, 
Steb was noncommittal about his do- 
ings in Kansas. Frank Blockwitz stayed 
at home August 22 to September 4. He 
told us when he left that he was plan- 
ning to spend a week camping with | 
his family on the Blue near Beaver 
Crossing. Kent Eno had his vacation 
August 15 to 28, “Somewhere in north- 
ern Minnesota.’’ He said that fishing 
wasn't so good but at least he had two 
week’s respite from his hay fever. 
Mrs. Ila Wydler spent the week-end 
of August 14 attending the fiftieth 
wedding anniversary of her husband’s 
parents in Illinois. . Corporal Donald 
Rutledge was in the shop on August 
23 to visit his old cronies there. Don is 
now stationed at Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, where he is in the signal sec- 
tion of the 75th Infantry. His assign- 
ment covers switchboard and telephone 
line maintenance. . We also heard 
from Pvt. Paul H. Henson who is now 
stationed at the Army Air Base in 
Miami, Florida. . . . H. Huddleston 
tells us that Pfc. Wilfred “‘Bill’’ Huddle- 
ston, formerly of the construction de- 
partment and now in the Marines, went 
overseas on August 13. . Oscar Lewis 
was considerably surprised one morn- 
ing recently when the shop radio sud- 
denly announced the name of Corporal 
Joseph D. Lewis of Lincoln, Nebras*xa, 
his son, on the ‘“‘Breakfast at Sardie’‘s”’ 
program originating in Hollywood, 
California. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, 


Well, the army really hit the jerk- 
pot this time. Things are either so bad 
that they are getting desperate or else 
they are doing so well the generals 
just don’t care anymore. At any rate, 
they drafted Cleveland last month. As 
we write this, he plans to leave soon 
for a classification center in Kansas so 
the army can find out where to send 


Associate Editor 


him. If they would ask us, we would 
be glad to tell him where to go, but 
they probably would rather handle that 
themselves. When you stop to think 
though it probably will be quite a 
problem to classify him for duty. Just 
off hand, we wouldn’t know what they 
have in mind unless maybe they need 
somebody to relieve a WAC for active 
duty. . A few people have told us 
we ought to be ashamed and apologize 
for saying Helm was a jackass because 
he fell down the basement steps last 
month, and after thinking it over, we 
decided possibly it was a little unfair. 
In the first place, a jackass would 
have better sense than to walk down 
freshly waxed steps, and anyway, they 
are sensitive animals and are par- 
ticular with whom they are compared. 
go oc Two of our most famous and 
popular folks are still on the “take it 
easy” list as we write this, Mike, alias 
“Baron Munchausen” Egan and the 
big Swede, Oscar Wohlberg. Mike is 
recuperating on a rest diet in order to 
come back and regale everybody with 
those big whoppers he so _ blithely 
spouts out. We haven’t heard a really 
professional lie in weeks, ‘‘Baron,” ex- 
cept when Walroth talks about his golf 
score. And the Swede is convalescing 
too, with a broken ankle, and we are, 
of course, very sorry about that. Too 
bad it couldn’t have been his neck. Of 
course, everybody doesn’t agree with 
us on that, but they do agree on wish- 
ing the boys would get back on the 
job pronto. . . . People come and go, 
and this month, we have some more to 
report. Leaving are two swell people, 
Betty Crew, who is seeking opportunity 
|in defense work, and Marjorie Smith 
| who is getting married. On the other 
| side of the ledger are Bill Cochrane 
'(who can’t play hearts any better than 
Chaunce Eggers or K. B. Cary), Bette 
Rathburn and Jean Miller. ... August 
vacationers included Myrtle Hiner, Geo. 
Walroth, Chaunce Eggers, Harry Gore 
and “Yours Truly.’”’ As far as we know 
without going to any particular effort 
to find out, nobody got very far away 
from the home port. The ‘Jot- 
tings From the Back Country” depart- 
ment of the daily Cafeteria Menu came 
out with the following excerpt clipped 
'from a recent local paper: “J. M. 
Moritz is much improved after falling 
in his bath tub last week.” Immediately 
the menu editor was swamped with 
calls inquiring if that wasn’t a mis- 
print and if “J. M. Moritz’ shouldn’t be 
“F. K. Woods.” Of course, we don’t 
want to say anything against Woods, 
but after all, where there’s smoke, 
there’s fire... . We understand that the 
camp where Newens and his feet are 
stationed has adopted a new line of 
strategy. They are developing two 
branches of service, one for attack and 
one for repulse, and all the men are 
grouped according to their qualifica- 
tions. With some it was quite some 
problem for the generals to decide 
what group would be better, but they 
just took one quick look at Newens 
and decided he could never be in the 
attack group because he was, without 


doubt, the most repulsive man in the 
outfit. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 
Vacations are still the main topic 
this month. Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Paddack 
and daughter Marilyn, 
Ivan’s parents at Edgar... 


visited with 
. Mr. and 
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activity running smoothly for many years. 
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Mrs. Bottorff visited Mrs. Bottorff’s 
parents at Auburn... V.:B. Hutchison 
spent most of his vacation visiting rel- 
atives at Plattsmouth. ...C. H. Palm- 
quist painted his house during his va- 
cation. . R. L. Clinton stayed at 
home during his vacation from August 
1 to 14 inclusive. ...B. D. Pattison and 
B. Wanek and families spent two 
weeks at Lake Okoboji where they did 
some fishing. .. Jd. C. Miller vaca- 
tioned from August 15 to 21, spending 
the first part of the week at home and 
the latter part fishing at Leshara.... 
R. Brendle spent the week of his vaca- 
tion from July 25 to 31 working on his 
father-in-law’s farm in Ashland. 

E. L. Martin spent part of his vacation 
from July 25 to 31 fishing at Scott 
Lake, in Morse Bluff where he reports 
he caught a lot of fish... . Rex Win- 
ders and F. Young spent their vacations 
just staying at home... . C. E. Harp 
spent thirteen days of his vacation at 
home dividing his time between play- 
ing horseshoe and day dreaming of the 
mountain trout that will be waiting 
for him in Wyoming when normal vaca- 
tion times return again. Also during 
that time he grew a very, very small 
and unattractive mustache. Then, on 
the fourteenth and last day of his va- 
cation, which he thought was not very 
exciting, he had a very unusual ex- 
perience that he shall always remember 
and treasure. He was asked to drive 
Miss Helen Mae Martin, totally deaf 
and blind, to Falls City where she was 
to give a recital in the city auditorium. 
Miss Martin is the only deaf and blind 
girl in the world who is an accomp- 
lished pianist. Perhaps some _ have 
heard Miss Martin and know of her 
accomplishments, but to be with her 
and her mother, who taught her how to 
play the piano and many other un- 
believeable feats, is quite an honor. 
Mr. Harp says his troubles are small 
and his accomplishments are little. 
Which is just what we were trying to 
say about his mustache!... J. L. Ku- 
chera reported to the Navy, August 
10. Jack is receiving his basic training 
at the U. S. Naval Training Station, 
Farragut, Idaho. In a recent letter he 
states that they really get some stiff 
training, but he likes it and will do 
his best to get his part of the job done. 
...F. P. Darnold underwent an opera- 
tion at the Veterans hospital, August 
12. He is getting along O. K. at this 
time and we hope to see him back on 
the job before long. ...G. B. Keith 
installed 100 additional lines at the 
Lincoln Air Base exchange in July.... 
The switchroom steps were recently 
painted a ‘“It-hurts-my-eyes-to-look-at- 
it” yellow. It certainly adds that 
“cheery note” that should be in every 
room. ... F. P Darnold assisted in- 
stalling the Automatic C.O.E. at Gar- 
land and Seward the latter part of 
July and the first part of August. 


Southern District 
Harlan Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Burchard 


Mrs. Hattie Wilcox was a Pawnee 
City visitor during the week of July 
26. Mrs. Wilcox left August 16 on her 
vacation. Linda Bartels is the new re- 
lief operator. 


Clatonia 


Mrs. Iwohn spent her two weeks va- 
cation at her home. She spent July 18 
visiting at the Bruning Air Base, and 
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Bob Clifford, acting chief clerk in the construction department office, Lincoln, devotes most of his spare time to being one of our 
2. Francis Darnold, popular Lincoln switchboardman, was snapped while hard at work in the Lincoln main 
| office battery room. 3. Walt Stewart, combinationman, Lincoln, was caught at the job of filling out the new “short cut” time reports 
4. Dorothy Lefler, efficient secretary in the general plant superintendent’s office, Lin- 
coln. 5. Bertha Sharp, chief operator-cashier at Crab Orchard for many years, who was recently transferred to Beatrice. 
our most capable shopmen—wW. C. Maxfield and Bill Knee, Lincoln—give their full attention to the job of rebuilding rural sets. 
Campbell, new chief operator-cashier at Crab Orchard. 


6. Two of 
7. Lillian 


8. Frances Virgil, toll billing supervisor, Lincoln, has kept this important 
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in the Month's News 


with Grace Walker, chief operator at 
Bradshaw. 


Cook 


Mrs. Ida Townsend started her two 
weeks vacation August 9. She spent 
some time visiting in Kansas and 
Peru. 


Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Bertha Sharp has been trans- 
ferred to the Beatrice traffic depart- 
ment. Lillian Campbell of Tecumseh 
is the new chief operator-cashier and 
we wish to extend our welcome to her. 


Dawson 


Esther West visited her sister at 
Hastings from August 4 to August 8. 


Daykin 


Mildred Kleinemeier is spending her 
vacation in Lincoln. 


DeWitt 


Lucille Buss had a tonsillectomy at 
Tecumseh the first of August. 


Dorchester 


Marie Vosika of Crete visited in thé 
Dorchester office on August 16. 


Fairbury 


T. E. Longdon has just returned from 
an enjoyable vacation which he spent 
fishing. . . . Martha Ehler, Beryl Leslie 
and Mary Jackson are spending their 
vacations in Colorado Springs, Colo- 
rado. 


Friend 


Roberta Redman spent her vacation 
visiting with relatives in Denver, Colo- 
rado.... James Alldritt spent his vaca- 
tion at home.: 


Humboldt 


Mary Lempka was a business visitor 
in our office August 14. Rose 
Frankhouser spent a week of her vaca- 
tion at home. ... Mary Meister spent 
August 6 in Omaha... . George Damon 
returned to work after spending his 
vacation in Kansas and at home. 


Jansen 


Mrs. Cressman is spending her vaca- 
tion visiting her mother at Auburn. 


Steinauer 


Mrs. Gladys Neugebauer was a Paw- 
nee visitor August 4. ... Mrs. Bridget 
Divis visited at Colon, Wahoo and Fre- 
mont on her vacation. 


Sterling 


Helen Wehmer, Mable Weyers and 
Ruth Probst went to Nemaha to see 
Esther Fritz, August 15. 


Swanton 


Mrs. Josephine Placek spent her two 
weeks vacation at home. 


Table Rock 


Violet Rottman visited in Lincoln 
from August 19 until August 21. 


Tecumseh 


Joan LempkKa visited in Kansas City 
over the week-end of July 24... ., 
Hazel Nichols visited in Lincoln July 
24. ,.. Eileen Horner went to Fairmont 
over the week-end of July 24 to see 
“that certain some one’’, ... Melva 
Wright was in Omaha on July 25.... 
Golda Thompson started her two weeks 
vacation July 26. . .. Dorothy Oster- 
thun entertained company from Chi- 
cago during the week of July 26.... 
Edna Ragon started her two weeks va- 
cation August 9. Elvin Wait 
started his vacation August 9... . The 
Fowler family spent the week-end of 
August 14 visiting in Weeping Water. 
. . . Clara Costello visited in Table 
Rock. . . . Edna Ragon and Berniece 
Robb visited in Lincoln August 18.... 
Hazel Nichols started her vacation 
August 23... . Jerry Murphy started 
to work August 20 as cashier. 


Wilber 


Amelia Aden left for Omaha August 
18 to spend her vacation with her sis- 
ter, Mrs. George Lloyd. . Mary 
Kozak and Lavina McElroy spent Aug- 
ust 4 in Lincoln shopping. 


Western District 
Betty Hager, Associate Editor 


Fairmont 


Ethel Prescott went to Denver Aug- 
ust 3 for an extended visit. . Bonita 
Delaney underwent an appendectomy 
at the Geneva hospital August 23. We 


| hope for a speedy recovery. 


Geneva 


A number of exciting things hap- 
pened in the life of Madeline Berk- 
bilger, operator, this month. One after- 
noon a very peculiar looking gentle- 
man walked into the office and began 
explaining to Elsie Sole, cashier, about 
a long distance call he had placed the 
evening before. Elsie was seen hurrying 
in and out of the traffic department 
trying to find the ticket and explain- 
ing to the gentleman that we were 
very sorry he had not gotten his party. 
Upon leaving, he left a very mysterious 
package and Elsie very carefully opened 
it as if she were expecting to see a 


‘' bomb burst in her face any minute. 


After tearing away the wrappings, 
what should she find but four of the 
most beautiful flowers and a _ vase. 
Well, Elsie still wasn’t satisfied and be- 
gan to dig further into this mysterious 
package and there was a_ beautiful 
card of appreciation addressed to the 
night operator which happened to be 
Madeline. It was signed ‘‘Tarzan” and 
to explain further he had been playing 
that particular character in a circus at 
Ohiowa.—Madeline also received a 
diamond from that one and only soldier 
and has now changed her name from 
Miss to Mrs. Congratulations, Madeline. 

. - Colorado seems to be a popular 
vacation spot this summer as Winona 
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Bobbitt, Francis Hutchens, chief oper- 
ator, and Erma Dixon spent their vaca- 
tions there. . Sam Jackson has been 
transferred back to Lincoln, but he 
called at office the first part of 
August to finish some business at the 
Fairmont Airfield. ... Marian Hillgren 
spent the week-end of July 25 in York 
visiting a girl friend at York College. 
She also spent some time with Marian 
Boyle, operator at York... . The traf- 
fic department is rejoicing over the new 
cooling system that was 


first part of August. 


+ 
ne 


this month include Doris 
Betty 
Hastings Commercial Depariment 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
tioning. She is spending 
time at home and visited a few days 
in Grand Island. Betty Hager, 
istrict stenographer, spent one week 

her vacation visiting her parents in 

oO 


Hastings Traffic Departmeni 

We wish to welcome several girls 
who have been transferred to our of- 
fice this month. The Misses Stafford, 
Soukup, and Smith were transferred 
from the David City office, and Misses 
Wilger and Jordan from York. . 
Lorene Griess resigned August 28 to 
teach school near Sutton... 
Eickmann spent the week-end of Aug- 
29 at Deshler with 
was 
friend. .. . Elaine Wilson left Septem- 
ber 1 for Lincoln where she will be a 
senior at Lincoin high school. 
Norma Wilhelms resigned August 28 
to return to Blue Hill to attend school. 


Hebron 

Fred Apking has just returned from 
a two weeks vacation. He spent one day 
in Lincoln, the rest at home. The gas 
tank was empty, the tires were too 
thin, and the busses were too crowded 
to go any place, so says Mr. Apking. 
. The traffic department has two 
new additions this month. They are 

Ruth Ernst and Mildred Lavernetz. 


Osceloa 


Area Manager Charles J. Olson left 
for Bremerton, Washington, August 16. 
where he visited with his daughter and 
son for two weeks. Iva Olson, 
operator, spent two weeks beginning 
August 28 in Lincoln and Omaha and 
with her parents in Hordville. 


Polk 
Leona McGrew resigned as chief 
operator on August 15, and left the 


latter part of the month for Escalon, 
California, where she will make her 
home. A watermelon feed was held in 
her honor August 13 and she was pre- 
sented a gift from the employees. Lots 
of luck and happiness, Leona. We cer- 
tainly will miss you. ... Arlene Wright 


replaces Leona McGrew as chief oper- | 


ator-cashier. 
Shelby 
tea Westhey spent the week-end of 
August 21 in Omaha visiting with rela- 


tives. 

Stromsburg 
Edith Mattson, chief operator, re- 
turned to work August 30, after a 
weeks vacation visiting in Crete and 


spending the remaining week at home. 


Sutton 


Ann Wells is a newcomer in the Sut- 
ton traffic department. . . The first 
of September we bid farewell to Max- 
ine MacDonald, clerk in the commer- 
cial department, who will resume her 
high school studies. ... Those visiting 
the Sutton office this month were Mr 


Lawson, Mr. Velte, Mr. Young, Mr. 
Jaekson and his wife. 
Superior 
Clarinda Lake has chosen two hot 


weeks for her vacation. We believe she 
is visiting relatives in Denver, and hope 
she is enjoying the cool mountain cli- 
mate. Frances Harmon became 
assistant chief operator upon the res- 
ignation of Cozie Bruckert.. .. Eleanor 
Hensell is the new instructress, replac- 
ing Frances Harmon... . Fern Nelson 
recently started her traffic training 
as a local student. Marguerite 
Buckles has returned from visiting a 
very special aviation cadet at Topeka, 
Kansas. Area Manager Frank 
Kubat’s victory garden has been pro- 
ducing prize vegetables. At a victory 
garden exhibition sponsored by the 
ehurch, Frank took top honors for his 
tomatoes, potatoes and peppers. It 
seems as though the judges did not 
know that the onions from the Kubat 
garden were of the Spanish variety 
and therefore compared them with 
Bermudas brought from other loca! 
gardens. The Spanish onions just don't 
grow up to be as big as the Bermudas 
and Frank believes that, had the judges 
“known their onions,” he’d have re- 
ceived a higher rating on the little 
Spanish tear-jerker. “Shrimp” 
Whitnev’s countenance must have lost 
some of its cheerfulness when, after 
an evening’s session of fishing, he 
looked into his sack, which was hang- 
ing in the river. to learn, with horror 
and great disappointment, that the fish 
had escaped through a hole in the sack 
just as fast as “Shrimp’’ would catch 
them and throw them in. He wishes 
now that he had admired them a little 
longer before putting them in the bag. 


York 


Service men, as usual, dominate the 
traffic news this month. A private first 
class from Esler Field, Louisiana, kept 
all of Lela Watson’s free time occu- 
Died during a ten-day furlough. ; 
Maxine Barrett took off August 22 for 
Corpus Chrisi, Texas, to pin the wings 
on Evan and see him commissioned a 
Naval Ensign. ... Most of us find some 
privates very nice, occasional y a ser- 
geant or even a lieutenant, but lately 
there’s been a captain who has proved 
interesting and, from what we hear, 
“interested.” Ask “Gunny!” ... Velma 
Garlock’s soldier husband at Camp 
Campbell, Kentucky, still keeps her 
bombarded with mail. Sunday she had 


installed the | 
... New operators | joyed the Air Base ‘‘show”’. 


. Mildred | 


relatives and | 
bridesmaid at the wedding of a/| 


‘| It gave us so many chuckles 


Note: We who played against him in 
} 
| 


Only five 20-page letters and all day in 
| which to read them. . 
who is that soldier from Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, that our chief operator has 
been hearing from? ... Vacations are 
continuous. Wilhelmine Sanmann’s va- 
cation was a success because she 
/helped care for her mother who was 
ill and is now much better... . Shirley 
'Salyvard spent most of her vacation at 
‘home and then the very next week- 
| end journeved out to Alliance. Reports 
haven't come in but we suspect she en- 
... Marian 


Brower, | Boyle spent her vacation doing a bit 
Clark and Rosalyn Richardson. | of interior decorating (anyway her bed- 


| room was papered) and visiting in near- 
iby tewns. =. . Lile Jordan and Ferne 


cashier, 1S vaca- | Wilger said “goodbye” to us Monday, | 
most of the | 


August 28, to become operators at Has- 
' tings. Good luck to you, girls.... An 
evening swim and picnic supper at 
Harrison Park early in August was 


|declared “much fun” by the nineteen | 


commercial and traffic girls who made 
up the party. Maxine Meredith, Colette 
Jokerst, Beth Mohler, Alice Talbot, 
Luree McCarty, Lorene Gunlack and 
Eleanor Buller ducked for pennies. A 
diversion of the evening was a search 
for a “‘ginka” tree given to the city of 
'York many years ago by the Emporer 
of Japan. No boos please, because the 
tree can’t help it and it is unusual and 
pretty. Anyway, Hattie Marquardt 
gave it a thorough examination and 
declared there were no poison darts 
growing thereon, nor secreted disease 
/germs so that we might all admire it 


-and we invite all “News” readers to 


. | York to admire our ginka, too. 


While the traffic department seems to 
| have monopolized the pen for awhile, 
| they have finally consented to let the 
commercial department take over. 
Ruth Swanson had a most enjoyable 
vacation this month and would have 
anjoved it sill 
again and find the directory all com- 
pleted—but why dream up impossible 
things like that. ... Mr. Dobson's sport 
has been changed. Either due to the fact 
that his golfing outplayed the others 
or that a change does anyone a lot of 
good. Tennis is his racket now. (Ed. 


Lincoln several years ago know that 
tennis has always been his “racket!” 
.. . Vacations in the plant department 
include Alex Pauley, who must have 
been the young man who heard the call 
to go west, because that is where the 
most of his two weeks were spent. He 
even tried to make friends with some 
of his descendants, (so we've been told), 
the grizzly bears, but we guess they 
saw him first and were indifferent 
as to whether or not to be sociable. 
; . Albert Allen resumed his duties 
again after a brief holiday in Oakdale, 
Nebraska, with his son, Harold. 


Gone For Good! 


A recent issue of “Tele- 
phony” carried the follow- 
ing under the heading: 
“Best Story Of The Week.” 


that we decided to repro- 
duce it in the “News.” 


The embarrassing moment of 
a long distance operator was 
related recently by the Detroit 
News and funloving Americans 
chuckled because the incident 
was so typical of the absent- 
minded stunts everyone pulls 
once in a while. Betty is a 
seasoned operator in Detroit 
and she still doesn’t know how 
it happened. 


Recently, at the end of a 
hard day, she was completing 
a person-to-person call be- 
tween a man in Detroit and a 
Mr. Jones in Washington. She 
got the business firm in Wash- 
ington all right and, to the 
man who answered, she asked 
in her best and crispest man- 
ner: “Mr. Jones—Detroit call- 
ing.” 

“For gosh sakes,” the man 
said, “Jones has been dead for 
a year!” 

Whereupon Betty heard her- 
self automatically inquire: 
“When do you expect him 
back?” 

To which the man in Wash- 
ington replied: “Frankly, 
honey, we don’t!” 


“Journey's End” 


MR. H. F. CASARI, father of | 
Eleanor Casari, accounting | 
department, passed away at. 


his home on Tuesday, 
August 24. Funeral services 
were held in Lincoln, Thurs- 
day morning at St. Mary’s 
cathedral. 


JOHN C. GRANT, Lincoln, 
passed away on August 19, 
at the age of 62. Funeral 
services were held at Roper 
and Sons and burial took 
place at Wyuka cemetery. 
Deceased is the father of 
Richard E. Grant, supply 
department, Lincoln, and 


Welton F. Grant, plant de-'¢ Cooper, Laura Douty, R. H.| ber, Guy “Is That My Ace?” Seaton. George Arnold, Sam Jackson and Charley Peachman are the 


| partment, Beatrice. 


.. By the way, | 


more to come back | 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE. NEWS 


September Service 


Anniversaries 


Thirty-Eight Years 
C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
Laura Douty, Seward; F. L. 
Tefft, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
H. F. Apking, Hebron. 


‘Twenty-Nine Years 
| Sophia Windels, Syracuse; J. M. 
| Hobson, Lincoln. 


| 


| Twenty-Eight Years 
G. S. Cruickshank, Wahoo; Nora 
Dilworth, Bennet. 
Twenty-Seven Years 
J. A. Mason, Hastings. 


Twenty-Six Years 
A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, 
'J. L. Lyne, Lincoln; Ethel Pres- 
cott, Fairmont. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Catherine Daugherty, 
Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Stella Stanley, Beatrice. 


D. R. 


Twenty-Three Years 
H. F. Staley, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Two Years 
Eva Davis, Weeping Water. 


Twenty Years 
R. H. Gray, Weeping Water; 
Edith Mattson, Stromsburg; W. C. 
Maxfield, H. M. Studier, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Lydia Krieghauser, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
Karina Jezewski, Auburn. 


Seventeen Years 
R. D. Andrews, Military Serv- 
ice; Vivian Kinney, Auburn; M. 
C. Walker, Hastings. 
Sixteen Years 


G. E. Damon, Humboldt; E. T. 
Dougherty, J. J. Eisenbarth, G. E. 
Walroth, Lincoln; Bessie Nippert, 
Ohiowa. 


Alex Pauley, York. 


Fourteen Years 


V. B. Musselman, Ruth Straka, 


Fifteen Years 
| Lincoln. 


Thirteen Years 
Margaret Lindblad, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 


' Retta Porter, Lincoln; Helen 
| Hillyer, Geneva. 
| Ten Years 


Dan Smith, Military Service. 


| Eight Years 

A. L. Ager, Syracuse; Alvina 
fa Lincoln. 
| Seven Years 
| Virginia Barnard, Rexine Dyer, 
‘Lincoln; Bev Ott, Military Serv- 
ice. 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


| Lieut. Thomas C. Woods, son of 
our president, arrived in Lincoln 
on September 6th, from the fight- 
ing front in France, to pay his 
parents a short visit before re- 
turning to the scene of battle. He 
has been sent to the United States 
to accompany, as an experienced 
officer, a new artillery division to 
France. One of the first 50,000 
'American soldiers to be sent to 
Europe, Lieut. Woods spent four 
months in further training in 


service at the front. He has since 
been in continuous combat service 
until the time he was sent home. 
His twin brother, Henry C., is now 
in France recovering from a 
mustard gas infection. 


Mr. W. E. Bell has just received 


Margaret Hall has been trans- 
ferred from the billing section of 
‘the accounting department to the 
position of toll accountant, re- 
placing Merrill Collins, who has 
gone to war. 


| Lloyd Campbell has been added 
_to the plant forces at Exeter. 


| 
| 
i 


France before beginning actual) 


| 


| 


on F. M. Strasser, H. O. Wen- 
| tick, H. W. Wheeler, H. G. White. 


Fifteen Years Ago 


Work has begun on the con- 
‘struction of the new Syracuse 
| telephone building. Of stucco and 
red brick trim with tile roof, .the 
| structure will be modern in every 
detail and entirely fireproof. 


Bruce J. Sievers, formerly clerk 
in the accounting department, has 
been appointed plant accountant, 
reporting to W. L. Lemon, gen- 
eral auditor. 


After a brilliant season, our 
Company baseball team finished 
in undisputed first place in the 
Y.M.C.A. Industrial League. Un- 
der the managership of A. B. 
Smith, the team’s record for the 
season was 12 games won and 1 
lost. 


Names in the month’s news: 
Regina Bethscheider, Ray Boling, 
Melanise Breault, Elmer Dougher- 
ty, Jim Dudgeon, Mike Egan, 
Harry Felton, Deroy Helfer, Della 
Kyckelhahn, Bertha Sharp, Her- 
man Studier. 


Ten Years Ago 


Silas H. Burnham, vice presi- 
dent and director of our Company 
for many years, died at a local 
hospital in Lincoln, Saturday, 
September 2nd. 


On the first of the month, the 
Company joined the NRA. The 
practices of the Company have 
been in close accord with the re- 
quirements of the code for some 
time, thus it was with relatively 
few adjustments that it was pos- 
sible to execute the certificate of 
compliance. 


By virtue of their sales per- 
formances during the Business 
Recovery Campaign, four em- 
ployees were awarded trips to the 
Century of Progress Exposition in 
Chicago. The winners’ were 
George Miers, Seward; Bert Over- 
cash, Lincoln; Helen Bornemier, 
Murdock; and Chris Haberman, 
ese 


Names in the month’s news: 
Henry Ames, George Arnold, B. 
C. Burden, Nora _ Dillworth, 
George Dobson, Ben Ferguson, 
Anna Keegan, W. C. Lant, Waldo 
| McDowell, Dewey Nelsen, Agnes 
Scouller, F. L. Tefft, 


| Windels. 


| Five Years Ago 


The new toll testboard was cut 
‘into service on September 10th. 
Representing one of the Com- 
pany’s major engineering under- 
takings, the entire work of de- 
signing and installation of the 
board was performed by local 
plant and traffic department em- 
ployees. 
| The ‘‘News” announces the re- 
| cent marriage of District Manager 
Clyde Burge, of York and Helen 
D. Fern, formerly instructor in 
the Lincoln traffic department. 


Sophia 


eee 


A corn crop survey of the ter- 
ritory brings the encouraging 
prospect that more corn may be 
harvested in 1938 than in any year 
since 1933. This year’s estimate 
ranges from 3 bushels per acre in 
Nuckolls County to 35 bushels per 
acre in Nemaha County, the high- 
est in the state. 

Names in the month’s news: T. 
S. Burr, S. F. Bush, Gerald Caley, 
George Damon, S. J. Dennis, 
Harold Drake, Paul Guelker, C. E. 
Harp, Grace Hauschildt, Blanche 
McConkey, Elsie Sole, John 
Spady. 


Once in a Blue Moon 

Something happened in Mil- 
waukee the other day, reports 
the Milwaukee Journal, which 
could occur but once in five qua- 
drillion times. 


A woman injured in an acci- 
dent telephoned her physician at 
Marquette 4442. Then she called 
her attorney at Marquette 4443. 
Next she called an insurance com- 
pany physician — Marquette 4444. 
The offices of the three people 
called were at different locations. 


A Milwaukee mathematician es- 
timated that the chance of select- 
ing three Milwaukee telephone 
numbers at random and finding 
them in sequence was about one 
in 4,911,526,198,260,000. 


September, 1943 


ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
FROM 


“SERVICE STARS” 


LIEUT. PHIL “Lost-A gain- 
Found-Again” GARVEY, the boy 
whose assignments from camp to 
camp throughout the country 
find him always one jump ahead 
of a flood of pursuing mail, is 
again settled temporarily and has 
been contacted at Fort Monmouth, 
N. J. We haven’t discovered 
whether Phil is at the school for 
further training or has forgotten 
what he had learned there this 
spring. 

DEAN W. DOUGLAS, S.2/c. 
has been assigned to the Electrical 


engineering school at University 
of Minnesota. 


S/SGT. BOYD WEDGWOOD . 


writes in a V-mail letter from the 
British Isles: ‘“‘There’s a new boy 
in our room who spent three 
months at the Lincoln Air Base. 
We had a fine bull session when 
I found he had been there. What 
pleased me was the praise he had 
for the people of Lincoln. He said 
he had never been to a town 
where the folks were so nice to 
the soldiers But he didn’t 
praise the Nebraska winters and 
winds. Those southern boys really 
took a beating there last winter.” 


District and Area 


Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


Gain or Loss Since 
for August, 1943 January 1, 1943 
Central District -20....0....0.000000 ooo. 116 749 
Eastern District— 
AVI: Cit yecce ee iaaluct 9 54 
Nebraska: City: eG, 3 79 
Plattsmouth . 2.000.002.2202. 200..o ee. —] 160 
DO WAEG ves cetcetect ie ee 1 121 
MVRIOO : care ivacucnn lt tect ccccaecsereen al —9I —112 
LOE. ore cee ences ce See ts 3 302 
Southern District— 
AUDUT ee Se —4 57 
BEAWieCe) 4. 2. eee ns —l 194 
AITO ee hare ee 3 99 
"EEGUMSEN) 24.0 5 ee. 5 56 
YW a <3 iN oc eae ALI T eg —3 70 
lB 212 Neem Re Sr ty SR LS 0 476 
Western District— 
(500 (ca: ee Rene ead Re ee a 102 503 
TUASWTE SF ccian xe creosote eae 9 216 
FACT ON 2h A cates —l (3 
OOSCCOI SS eS ee ee 14 45 
SUD OUIOR Scsccvccvivcaseiucisccrcuséaxcsee —2 73 
0 UH ES | 9 eae Oat naeR CAE ON te ae eee 77 228 
SOOT cle en 21 141 
TOTAL cc.za, Ace eee aah, 220 1,279 
Ota eee a ee 339 2,806 
Total Company stations as of August 31, 1943......:......... 69,270 


| 
| 


Of all the card games described in the Book of Hoyle, probably none appeals less to the finer in- 
a card announcing that L. P.| stincts of mankind than “Hearts.” This may or may not have a bearing on the great popularity of the 
Mapel has arrived safely overseas. |} game at noon-hour in the general office club room. The picture slices a bit of action from a typical 


gathering. 


The sign above table is a constant reminder to the contestants that “Champ” Hale must be worked 
upon at every opportunity to offset the twenty percent bonus which can usually be manipulated through 
proper handling of the job of scorekeeper. 


In the picture we recognize K. B. Cary and his seegar, looking as though he had just swallowed the 
canary—and clockwise around the table—Merle Hale, scorekeeper, champ and goat for the day; John 
Backstrom, looking very smug and untrustworthy; “Sharky” McKenna who deals the cards left-handed 


and undoubtedly could do a better job with his feet; Ken Lawson, who would no doubt be an expert in 
a dark alley with a stiletto; Carl Ahl, who plays a silent but deadly game; “Snake” Stebbings, caught 
with what a poet would describe as a “look of fiendish glee,’ as he begins the “smoking out” of the 
Names in the month’s news: W.| hearts. Partly hidden behind Stebbings, one can recognize certain shining features of the eighth mem- 


Elliott, Emmaline Hein, R. E. Mat- | 


spectators. 
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Plant To Issue 


Safety Code Handbook | 


First Complete Code Ever 
To Be Issued By This 
Company Will Be Dis- 
tributed Before January 1. 


THE general plant depart- 


ment is genuinely proud, 


as it has every right to be, of. 


the new Safety Code hand- 
ook which is soon to come 


b 
O 
first complete code ever to be 
prepared by our Company. 


Previously, our plant depart- | 


ment has used a small and 


more or less incomplete code) 
book which was prepared and | 
The 


published about 1923. 
new code book will be)! 
modeled upon the Bell Sys-| 
tem code. It will contain ap-. 
proximately 400 pages, will be) 
profusely illustrated and will 
be complete with a neat 
leather cover. | 

The new code was compiled | 
by O. L. Sturtevant, Joy 
Dobbs, Jay Pugsley, Kent Eno| 
and George Keith. It is the re-| 
sult of long and arduous labor | 
on the part of these gentle-| 
men, and General Plant Su-| 
perindent Behm is confident | 
that the result will amply) 
justify the unusual effort in-| 
volved. He expects it to serve | 
as a complete text for the ac-| 


, 
c1aent 


prevention meetings | 
which are so important a fea-| 
ture of the plant department’s | 
activities. | 
Distribution will be to all| 
outside plant employees and_| 
to all inside supervisors in the | 
department. It is expected | 
that the distribution will be| 
made late in December. | 
ae | 


Harold Cunningham | 


Suffers Heart Attack 


AROL.D CUNNINGHAM, 

ehief clerk in the supply 
department, Lincoln, | 
a severe heart attack on Sat- 
urday night, October 2. He 
was taken to a hospital at 
once, where his condition re-| 
mained somewhat serious for | 
several days. Reports reach- 
ing the “News” at the time| 
this was written indicated | 
that he was making slow but 
reasonably satisfactory prog- 
gress toward recovery. Harold | 
is one of our best liked and) 
most capable employees and 
he has a host of friends | 
throughout our territory. All| 
of them will be anxiously | 
awaiting reports of his res-| 
toration to complete health. 


Marie Murphy 
Resigns At Tecumseh | 


| 


V ARIE MURPHY, cashier | 
+¥t in the Tecumseh commer- | 
cial office for the past twelve | 
years, resigned October 1 and | 
left immediately for Portland, 
Ore., where she will make her 
future home. She has a sister | 
and brothers in that locality. 
Marie gave the Company | 
competent and conscientious | 
service in our office in the. 
Johnson county capital, and. 
her departure is regretted by | 
employees and public alike. 
The new cashier is Ellen’ 
Murphy who, while not re- 
lated to Marie, will keep that. 
good Irish name in its pres- 
ent high favor in our Tecum- 
seh office. 


} 
{ 


off the presses. It will be the’ 


' as they looked in ‘17 and 718: 


‘Alexander Wojcicki, Detroit, 


Number 10 


THEY WELCOMED ARMISTICE DAY TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO! 


HE “News” is genuinely proud of the above collection of pictures. It took many months of research and “persuasion” 

to assemble them but we feel it was worth all the effort—because it permits us to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
World War I Armistice by showing you the entire group of v2terans who are still in our employ or are on our pension 
payroll. The Lincoln Company sent 143 employees to war in ’*17 and 718. Many went into other fields of endeavor after the 
war, but those who remained have been among our most valued employees for a quarter of a century. Here they are 
1. Warren P. Shuck, Lincoln. 2. Earl Eichenour, Exeter. 3. Alex Noyes, retired. 4. George 
Mehuron, York. 5. Ralph E. Burkett, Lincoln. 6. John M. Hobson, Lincoln. 7. H. G. Peachman, Lincoln. 8. H. F. McCulla, 
Lincoln. 9. Thomas C. Woods, Lincoln. 10. Fred M. Strasser, Lincoln. 11. Arthur C. King, Lincoln. 12. Joe Abrams, 
Plattsmouth. 13. Harry White, Lincoln, 14. H. O. Wentink, Hastings. 15. George Mann, Lincoln. 16. H. G. Taedter, 
Hebron. 17. Harold Cunningham, Lincoln. 18. L. B. Mapel, retired. 19. Vern Campbell, David City. 20. Paul Schmelt- 
zer, Lincoln. 21. Harry Smith, Lincoln. 22. Jack Mason, Hastings. 23. C. B. Meshier, Tecumseh. 24. Clyde Burge, Beatrice. 
25. S. J. Dennis, Lincoln. 26. A. O. Andrews, Lincoln. 27. R. H. “Doc” Ojers, Nebraska City. 28. Chris Haberman, Seward. 
29. Charles Reidel, Lincoln. 30. T. R. DeWolf, Osceola. 31. D2wey Nelsen, Lincoln. The three center panels show portions 
of the Lincoln Telephone Company section of the big impromptu Armistice Day parade, in Lincoln, on the afternoon of 
November 11, 1918. In the top panel we see the only known picture of this Company’s World War I service flag. The 
flag disappeared shortly after being carried in the parade on that historic day. The gentleman carrying the American 
flag is Joe Southwell, well known accounting department employee of that period. At the opposite end of the service 
flag we recognize our well-loved retired secretary-treasurer, Mr. C. P. Russell. Holding the big flag in the center panel 
are Nelle Erickson, Beatrice Wright and Naomi Wooten, all accountng department employees. It is not possible, after the 
lapse of so many years, to identify the others with any degree of certainty, so we shall not attempt the task. 


—_—— 


Minnie Paul, Lincoln iat) On Saturday, September 25,| Mrs. Irene Johnson, former 
i Alma _ Vollweiler, Hastings| chief operator-cashier at Daw- 
ees ee ee ee commercial clerk, was united|son, and George Schenk, of 
in marriage to 2/c Petty Of-| Humboldt were united in 
ficer Bernard Herzog of the|marriage September 4, 1943. 
of her sister, Mrs. Ray L.'U. S. Navy at a double ring| The ceremony took place at 
Morris on October 3. The ceremony in the Presybyter-| the Dawson Evangelical par- 
groom is stationed at the Lin-| ian parsonage at Smith Cen-) sonage with Rev. C. E. Nichols 
coln Air Base. ‘ter, Kansas. officiating. 


W. E. MacDonald, mainte- 
nance inspector, Beatrice, and 
Ethel M. Smith, of Beatrice, 
were married on September 
12, at the home of the groom’s 


son, in Lincoln. The genial 
“Mac” has many friends through- 
out our territory, all of whom join 
ius in extending congratulations. 


Michigan at the Omaha home | 
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WAR BOND 
SALES INCREASED 


Employees Made Good 
Record During September 
Drive; Need Increase In 
Payroll Deductions. 


Wa Bond purchases in the 
amount of $57,600 were 
made by employees during 
the Third War Loan drive in 
September. Four hundred of 
our employees increased their 
payroll deductions for Bonds 
in the total amount of $2,172.45 
|per month. Payroll deduc- 
tions now authorized total ap- 
proximately $10,000 per 
month, which is a little better 
than 7% of payroll. Matur- 
ity value of the Bonds now 
contracted for will be $163, 
000 annually. 


It cannot be denied that we 
are still a long way from our 
goal of 10% of payroll. It is 
hoped and believed that em- 
ployees will reach that figure 
within the next few months. 
From all the “News” can 
learn, more and more of our 
employees are laying their 
plans to that end—are paying 
off their debts and otherwise 
getting their financial affairs 
so arranged that they can sign 
up for more than 10% of their 
monthly pay. We firmly be- 
lieve that we of the Telephone 
Company will soon be able to 
hold up our heads with other 
organizations which have met 
their 10% obligation. 


Minnie Metcalf 


Wins Nice Promotion 


INNIE METCALF, chief 
operater at York, has 
been promoted to the gen- 
eral traffic . 
department 
in Lincoln, 
where. she 
will become 
a traveling in- 
structor. Miss 
Metcalf has 
been moving 
ahead in the 
traffic de- 
partment’ 
since joining 
the Company 
in 1934, having been chief op- 
erator at Talmage, Friend, 
Wymore, David City and York 
in rapid succession. She now 
moves into a post where her 
charming personality and 
splendid ability will be useful 
in an even wider field. Ef- 
fective date of the transfer 
was October 1. Maxine Bar- 
rett, assistant chief operator 
at York, has been promoted to 
be chief operator. Elizabeth 
Mohler, York, moves up to 
the position of assistant chief 
at that exchange. 


Minnie Metcalf 


Frank Bagley Is 


Home From Hospital 


RANK E. BAGLEY, retired 

accounting department em- 
ployee, who was in a Lincoln 
hospital during a portion of 
the summer as the result of 
another heart attack, is back 
at his home in Lincoln and is 
sufficiently improved to be up 
and around the house for a 
few hours each day. Frank 
will greatly appreciate visits 
or cards from his many 
friends. The address is 3454 
Woods street. 
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Anniversaries 


Vol. XXV No. 10 
Forty-Three Years 
F. E. Behm, Lincoln. 


Forty-Two Years 
EK. A. Rosker, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
B. R. Overeash, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
_ Joseph M. Abrams, Plattsmouth. 
| Thirty-Five Years 
_ D.C. Wilson, Hastings. 
Thirty-Four Years 
_ &R. H. Ojers, Nebraska City. 
| Thirty-Three Years 
| A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 


Published in the Interest of the Employees of This Company, 
to Whom It Is Furnished Without Charge 
NorMaN Ort, Editor 
H. Hartiey, Assistant Editor 
Publication Office, Room 200. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln-1, Nebr. 
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(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 
"TE HAVE been hearing fine reports about the work of our | Thirty-One Years 

\ own Capt. Thaddeus C. Cone in his capacity as chief sig-| ~ p Cary, H. H. Moss, T. §. 
nal officer at Geiger Field, Wash. Major Mitchell, recently | Risser, Lincoln; J. C. Gear, Fair- 
transferred to the Harvard Air Base from Geiger Field, re-| bury. 

arked not long ago to District Manager Lyle Young, of| 
tin “Your man Cone has been giving us such excel- | 
nt telephone service up there at Geiger Field that he has | 
ly spoiled me.” Thad is giving us another example. 
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Thirty-Two Years 
Jay Pugsley, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
G. T. Jones, Hebron. 


Twenty-Eighi Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
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ractically 
f the splendid accomplishments which Lincoln Telephone | Twenty-Seven Years 
employees are chalking up to their credit while serving the) A. T. Albers, Lincoln; T. S. 


: Burr, Hastings. 
nation in all parts of the world. Many of these employees are | 8 
experience so valuable that they will come back to. Twenty-Six Years 


i : ae ; _ H. J. Soderholm, Lincoln: 
us equipped to go ahead in a big way. see: 


nN 
setting 


Twenty-Four Years 
R. L. Dalton, H. M. Miller, Lin- 
coln. 


At one of the Lincoln exchanges, where a collection office | 
is maintained for the benefit of nearby residents, the plant 
bovs who do the collecting agitated themselves into a superb_ 
lather not long ago. There is no safe at this central office | 
and, as I get the story, the boys have worked out a neat /C. Stewart, Lincoln; Maude P. 
plan of hiding the day’s receipts each evening—hiding the | Willey, Beatrice. 
money somewhere on the premises but constantly changing | Twenty-Two Years 
the hiding place. It seems that they also change off the men Oura L. Smith, Milford. 
who are doing the hiding, and everything is mixed up ne Twenty-One Years 
dandy every morning—since the guy who hid the money the; _ F. P. Darnold, Harve Colvin, 
evening before often has a tough time remembering whether | Lincoln; G. A. Stuart, York. 
he did or didn’t. He’s as likely as not to swear violently that it | Nineteen Years 
was two nights before, and offer to kick in the teeth of any-|, Wilma McIntire, Military Serv- 
body who says he’s wrong. Thus, as you can easily see, the |*** re ee 

is all set for maintaining an exceptionally high level of | A. W. Holcomb, Military Serv- 
insanity when the collection report is made up each morning. | jeg. 
On the occasion I have in mind, the man who eyes Oh tein Wace 
squirrel” with the day’s receipts changed the hiding place; Mildred Kleinemeier, Daykin: 


times before he was satisfied with it that no one, sie ermaetsane meee Jessie Van 
| 


Twenty-Three Years 


caste re" 
Stave 


a. 
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so many 
including the man himself, could come even close to find- 
ing the money bag. For a while it looked like they would 
have to tear down the building to find the “moolah.” George 
Walroth, our suave credit manager, went snorting out there 
from the main business office—on the general theory, no 
doubt, that he has never been known to let a stray nickel 
set away from him and should, therefore, be able to smell 
money from as far away as two blocks on a bright day with 
the wind in the right direction. The boys found the money be-| 
fore George arrived, which disappointed him no end because 
he was all keyed up to show them what he could do from a 
standing start. But you can’t get ’em to tell you where they 
found it. They want to use the same place again! 


Fifteen Years 


LeRoy Schlentz, Florence Tat- 
man, F. D. Young, Lincoln; W. J. 
McDowell, Military Service. 


Fourteen Years 


Humphrey D. Ash, Lincoln; 
Flora E. Fentress, Osceola. 


Thirteen Years 
Mary Turner, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
| B. D. Pattison, Marjorie J. 
. | Whiting, P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 
Visiting recently with Jay Pugsley, Lincoln wire chief, | Eight Years 
| was given an interesting word picture of the good old days} fkunice Copenhaver, Platts- 
when horse drawn wagons, instead of gasoline propelled|mouth; W. W. Eden, Military 
trucks, were used by this Company. And when I say “good aban a cee Isaman, Hastings; 
: é . yers, Sterling. 

old days’ Iam not merely groping for words. They’d better 
pe good—because we'll be headed right back into them any! uth E. Schulte. Tinieolind GA. 
day now if gasoline and tire shortages continue to grow more wasson, T. B. Hedges, Military 
acute. Out of Jay’s reminiscences I culled an incident which, | Service. 
it seems to me, is interesting enough to warrant passing it Six Years 
along to you. Old timers will, no doubt, recall a Company-| Maxine M. Herbes, Osceola; 
owned horse named “Old Dan.” He was a favorite with al] | Genevieve Griffin, Military Serv- 
plant men, it being generally conceded that he had more 
real “horse sense” than some of the folks who make patron- | 
izing remarks about “dumb” animals. He pulled an instal-| 
lation wagon in Lincoln. At the time the incident occurred, 
in 1910, Ralph Breiner and Ira “Red” Hudkins were the in- 
stallers working with this particular wagon. The boys had 
driven out into south Lincoln to install several telephones 
and, at the first stop, “Old Dan” was left at the curb—secured surgical claims were paid 
by a hitch-weight which was dropped overboard like an/py the Employees Mutual 
anchor. The horse was wearing a loose shoe that morning—' Benefit Association, during 
a fact not noticed by the boys. After a time, “Old Dan” | August and September, to the 
decided to get the shoe fixed—so he calmly broke the hitch following: Mrs. Martha Borin, 
strap and meandered across town to the blacksmith shop of commercial, Lincoln; H. F. 
Mart DoRan, present well known head of a Lincoln auto-| Smith, supply, Lincoln; Oscar 
mobile repair shop. Mr. DoRan had shod “Old Dan” many| Wohlberg, commercial, Lin- 
times and felt considerable affection for the horse. When Coln; Charles A. Hansen, sup- 
“Old Dan* calmly entered the blacksmith shop, dragging the Ply, ee iter phar 
wagon with him, Mr. DoRan promptly unhitched him and pro- ; supply, Lincoln; A. rae John- 

. 4 age son, supply, Lincoln; Cather- 
ceeded to refit the shoe. Following which, he called the plant : ; 

: ; ine Daugherty, accounting, 
diay autianeat to report the horse ready for action. Ralph and 5 smcoln, Several other claitns 
“T ved were considerably nonplussed when they discovered are now pending. 
that their transportation had vanished but, since it was “Old Figures showing the success 


Seven Years 


Five Years 
Alma M. Vollweiler, Hastings. 


Mutual Benefit 


Pays Seven Claims 
nee hospitalization and 


rT, 


a 


Dan,” they felt reasonably certain that he had come to no. 
harm. This story, according to Jay, was a favorite with the 


tivity in the November issue. 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 
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“Service Stars 


By J. H. HARTLEY 


D 


We can keep this department 
lively and interesting with your 
help. May we depend upon it? 
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EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 
THE SERVICE DURING 
SEPTEMBER 


LLOYD CLEVELAND, 
Lincoln Business Office. 
LAVELLE E. GILES, 
Construction Department. 
W. W. “BUD” EDEN, 
Engineering Department. 
JACOB ALBRANDT, 
Construction Department. 
RICHARD E. GRANT, 
Supply Department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES — 111 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 
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awaited furlough. Tommy has 
been in the thick of extended 
maneuvers in Tennessee. 

From North Africa CPL. HOW- 
ARD STROUP writes of his cross- 
ing of the Atlantic. An otherwise 
smooth and pleasant trip was 
marred for several nights when 
the ventilation system broke 
down and, as all portholes were 
closed, the stifling heat became 
almost unbearable. Howard was 
very much impressed by _ the 
Sights in passing through the 
Straits of Gibraltar. 

PVT. HAROLD BRADY, with 
his basic training completed, was 
back from Camp Abbott, Oregon, 
for a well earned rest. Most of 
Harold’s time was taken up in ex- 
plaining the medal for markman- 
ship which hung upon his chest. 
Harold insists that he won the 
medal on the target range, al- 
though even his instructor 
couldn’t figure out how it all came 
about. Harold sallied out on two 
twenty-mile hikes under full pack, 
and both times was carried home 
on a door. The Army finally re- 


T/SGT. ENNO DE VRIES is| alized that, with his short legs, 
now at the army air base at Rich-| he was forced to double time all 


mond, Virginia. He was formerly 

stationed at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 
LIEUT. DAN SMITH, back 

from his station at Fort Mon- 


| 


the way. 

LT. PHIL GARVEY passed 
through Lincoln on Labor Day en- 
route from Ft. Monmouth to Biggs 


mouth, N. J., tells of a new course | Field, Texas. Though he was un- 


Which he is now instructing, 
which comprises the art of judo, 
gun handling, digging fox holes, 
etc.—and the instructor gets his 
course reviewed, with gestures, 
with each new group of students. 


Georgia H. Tartsch, Plattsmouth. | Dan is ready to back up his state- 


ment that the life of an acrobatic 
instructor is not one of the army’s 
“soft touches.” 

Home for his first furlough was 
SGT. JOHN FISCHER, who has 


Pearl Freeman, Table Rock: W, | SPemt several months at Florence, 


So. Carolina. Johnny’s only com- 
plaint with the country is that the 
hill folks of the neighborhood oc- 
casionally become convinced that 
the Yankees are invading the 
state again. He finds it pays to 
talk with a southern drawl. 
Johnny would poll heavily in any 
contest to find the finest looking 
man in uniform. 

A breath of humor from the 
South Pacific comes in a letter 
from S/SGT. BEV. OTT to his 
dad. “The other night,’ writes 
Bev, “I was walking along in the 
dark when all of a sudden— 
‘swoosh’—I just disappeared. I 
had stepped into a fox hole. For 
a minute I thought my leg was 
broken and I cussed long and 
loud. Then I remembered the 
time Glenn Melson stepped in a 
manhole and it really tickled me. 
I thought of what a great story 
you could make out of the title 
‘Man Steps in Fox hole!’ ” 

ROBERT W. MUSE S2/c. is at- 
tending Electrician’s school at 
Farragut, Idaho, and has high 
hopes of progressing to the Avia- 
tion Electrical School in Chicago. 
He graduates from his present 
course on November 6th. 


} 
| 


—-_---. nn — 


able to stop on the way, he left 
his regards for all the “gang.” 
A V-mail from S/SGT.: BOYD 


WEDGWOOD in the British Isles, | 


finds him well and in good shape 
except for two mashed fingers 
which he forgot to remove from 
beneath his tommy-gun while 
“hitting the dirt” in a commando 
drill. 

PVT. NORMAN R. ZIPP, in his 
two months overseas, has been 
covering a great deal of territory. 
He writes: “I have been on Gua- 
dalcanal, New Caledonia, New 
Georgia Islands, Munda air field 
and quite a few small islands. In 
fact I have been so many places 
in such a short time that my mail 
hasn’t yet caught up with me. 
How is the war coming? We don’t 
hear much about it out here. We 
have been making bracelets out 
of a Jap plane which crashed 
nearby in the jungle, but the two 
Japs who are in it don’t seem to 
mind. The bracelets aren’t so 
good, because the metal isn’t thick 
enough. That is the way with all 
Jap equipment. Nothing of theirs 
can start to come up with ours.” 

SGT. WILMA McINTIRE is 
working with the signal unit at 
Lemoore Field, California, learn- 
ing the operation of the teletype 
and TWX machines. Wilma’s 
former address was Fort Ogle- 
thorpe, Georgia. 

Recent word from CAPT. DON 
CUNNINGHAM finds him still in 
North Africa, having just com- 
pleted an assignment which took 
him along the entire north coast 
of Tunisia and Algeria. Don pre- 
sents the home folks with an un- 
usual problem in their efforts to 


October, 1943 


to have most of all is a glass of 
good cold milk.” 


CPL. ROLLAND R. WINDERS 
was home on furlough during the 
early part, of September from 
Camp Polk, Louisiana. He is han- 
dling telephone and radio com- 
munication work in the armored 
Signal. company there. 


A/S CHAUNCEY ERICKSON 
who has been in various branches 
of service since July, 1941, has 
now begun his flight training at 
Clarion, Pennsylvania. 

Stationed closer to home, and 
seen less than nearly any other 
of our employees in_ service, 
CAPT. JAMES CRABILL was 
finally cornered and dragged into 
the basement studio to pose for 
his picture. The first of our group 
to enter service, Jimmy has been 
stationed, since August, 1940, at 
the Military department, Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 


It’s refreshing to note that LT. 
HOWARD SPAHNLE is again 
venturing a “personal opinion,” 
although in this one we fervently 
hope he is right. During the last 
few years of Howard’s service in 
the Lincoln Business office, a 
voiced opinion from his lips was 
so rare as to be practically non- 
existent. So here it is, quoted 
word for word from a recent letter 
in his own handwriting: ‘The 
War,” opines Howard, “will be 
over by spring.” Well, it’s nice to 
be on Howard’s side of the fence, 
'strange as it seems. 


| CLIFFORD M. ARMSTRONG 

S2/c. spent the weeks immedi- 
ately following his return to Far- 
ragut in the Naval Hospital with 
a siege of scarlet fever. He is on 
us feet again, now, and has been 
transferred to an outgoing unit. 


| The civilian will never know 
the ultimate in rationing until he 
lives in a tent in a hot and dirty 
country and finds that water and 
baths are rationed. This is the 
story of PFC. LELAND RAUCH, 
who’ has recently arrived in North 
Africa. 


The long and wavy locks of 
BUD EDEN must be marked 
down as one of the casualties of 
war. The first word from our new 
SeaBee at Camp Peary, Va., dis- 
closes that the man with the clip- 
pers met him at the gate. 


Another new arrival in Virginia 
is PVT. LLOYD CLEVELAND, 
who is with the Adjustant Gen- 
eral’s department at Camp Lee. 
Lloyd thinks he will get along 
well with the natives as someone 
has told him that when talking 
to a Virginian he is supposed to 
smile — which, thinks Cleveland, 
is right up his alley. 

ROGER MOORE Aer. M. 3/c. 
found opportunity to make a fly- 
ing visit to Lincoln after three 
months’ journey which took him 
from Australia to the Mediter- 
ranean. 


| RECENT PROMOTIONS 


a 


M/SGT. TOMMY HEDGES |cater to his wants and needs. He} ALLAN G. BEHM, Pvt. to Pfc. 


finally came home on his long’ writes: 


“The thing I would like 


WM. D. QUINN, Cpl. to Sgt. 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATION’S SERVICE 


at Camp Peary, Virginia; 
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month from Camp Polk, Louisiana; 
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5. Cpl. Rolland R. Winders, supply department, was home on furlough last 
6. Lieut. Eugene W. Burchess, construction department, received 


his silver wings in August. He is now at the army air field at Palacios, Texas. 


October, 1943 


Eastern District 
nance Frances fssoctate Fdtitor 


Cordova 
Mrs. Wirthel spent an enjoyable two 


weeks vacation visiting Lincoln, 
Omaha, and Seward. 
David City 

Our traffic department was very 
sreativ shocked and saddened when 
word reached Miss Swan, Monday 
afternoon, August 30, about 5:00 o’clock 
saving Elaine Marquis, assistant chief 
operator, had been in a motorcycle ac- 
cident, and had her left foot severely 
injured. Elaine's being in the hospi- 
tal didn't stop Bill Sanely from placing 
a beautiful diamond on that third 
finger, left hand, following the old 


proverb of “Where there’s a will there 


is always a way’ — Congratulations 
kids, and lots of luck. . . . Visitors from 
the traffic department to see Miss 
Maraquis have been almost all of the 
operators, Ann Stump, Julia Hilger, 
Betty Northway, Myrna Stewart, and 
Miss Swan. . Some more vacations 
2 the list. Julia Hilger spent a ten 
day vacation “down on the farm” at 
Brainard vicking '» potatoes and ea‘- 


ing ice-cream. What was the attrac- 
tion, Julia? .... Betty Northway and 
her mother are spending Betty’s vaca- 


tion in Missouri. What’s in Missouri? 
All we can think of is that that is 
where the famous Missouri mule comes 
trom. New names added to our 


traffic department are: Betty New- 
combe, Jean Vybril, and Beth Dollison. 
We all have a sneaking hunch that 
Beth has been practicing somewhere 
elso on the switchboard by the looks 


of her work. ... Velma AbkKer of the 
Nebraska City traffic force has been 
here for two weeks as our local in- 
structress, and doing a fine job too. 


On September 16, our traffic force 
honored Miss AbkKer with a party. 
After which we all attended the local 
cinema. After the cinema we spent 
our time in singing and other enter- 
tainment. Oooh, what awful songs! 
Who said they could harmonize? It 
gave a few of the girls a headache. 
While here, Miss Abker made many 
friends, and we sincerely hope she will 
come again soon. . We've also re- 
ceived word from our former instruct- 
ress, Doris Supancheck, who is study- 
ing in a Milwaukee convent, saying sne 


‘ ? 


'months have 


likes it very much. . Ben Docekal, 
Dlant department, was caught with an 
ittack of appendicitis. He’s up and 
around now and just itching to get 
back to work. Maurice (Mush) 
Richards is back on our payroll again. 
And we do believe his waistline is a 
little slimmer. It must be this ration- 
ing of food that has made him what 
he is now. ... Why is November 23 so 


important to Julia Hilger? Atter ail, 
there are thirty days in November and 
one seems just as good as the other. 

Area Manager Vern Campbell, 


spent a day in Omaha at the National | 


Legion Convention last week. There 
was no peace-time gaiety spirit there 
this year—all of which made the next 
day much more pleasant too. ... The 
mail sure has been crowded with let- 
ters for our new cashier. How do you 


September 20. 


Tritsch spent September 


rate, and especially those large heavy | 


ones trom Annapolis Naval Academy. 


Louisville 
The operators had a grand get-| 
together the other day, the occasion | 
being a picnic held at the lakes at | 


louisville. 
food, it must have been a superb time. 
They had chicken, ice-cream, and all 
the trimmings. This 
ably give you the shivers, but Dona 
Williams, operator, had a pet snake 
that she has been bringing to work 
with her everyday. And we guess the 
girls didn’t mind either! As we un- 
derstand it though, the snake died a 
short time ago. 


Milford 


Dora Plessen, chief operator is on 
her vacation and also Oura Smith, 
who is vacationing at home. 


Nebraska City 


Vacations are still 
here. Charlotte Seely started her va- 
cation September 13 and 
Meyers started her two weeks on Sep- 
tember 20. 
2n Lincoln and Humboldt, but Maxine 
is going to “‘take life easy’ at home. 

. . We regret the death of Mrs. Wm. 


in 


Josie Shoemaker. ... Katherine Ownes 
returned from her vacation September 
We have two more students 
learning the ‘ways of a toll operator.” 
They are Violet Peterson 
Hoffman, taught by Nadine Borland. 

. Miriam Haase and Elaine Hoffman 
spent the 
visiting friends in Omaha and also at- 
tended the stage show at the Orpheum 
theatre. . 
go here. Three swell operators left 
recently—Evalyn Sprague, our as- 
sistant chief and also Phyllis Adams 
and Evelyn Letellier. Good luck to 
ail of you in your future work! , 
We had two visitors recently—Verda 


is 
13. 


oy 
Vo 


Kircher who used to work in the com- | Phearson spent September 15 visiting 
Mrs. | 


mercial department and also 


If you would judge by the | 
| acquaintances. 
will prob- ° 


‘sary. 


“full swing”’ | 


1. John Backstrom, Lincoln, the man with the ever-ready quip. He labors in the accounting department’s disbursement section. 2. This, 
so far as we know, is the first picture ever taken of the permanent switchboard at the State Fair grounds. It was snapped during the 
1943 fair. Used for only one week each year, this board has furnished good service to exhibitors and others over a long period of time. 
From the left we see Mrs. Minnie Hansen, Mrs. Lucille Kepner, Mrs. Hannah McConnaughey, Mrs. Myrna D. Young and Supervisor Anna 
3. Myrtle Smith, the cheerful lady who handles the many details of Co-op Credit Association transactions for Securities Man- 
5. Mrs. Florence Tatman, who is the exceedingly com- 
6. George T. Jones, area manager at Hebron, is proud of the landscaping 
around his office. 7. Meet Vic Musselman, draftsman in the engineering department, Lincoln. 


Seymour. 
ager Guy O. Seaton. 


petent secretary to Supervisor of Supplies Fred M. Strasser. 


returned to school, al- 
though they keep in practice by work- 
ing often evenings. They are Dorothy 
Nosky and Miriam Haase, both seniors 
this year. 

Plattsmouth 


Vacations still seem to be the order 

the day. Ruth Coco started hers 
She spent part of her 
time at Beaver Crossing. ... Thelma 
23 shovping 
in Omaha. Mr. R. C. Humiston, 
when last reported, was somewhere in 
Idaho, enjoying his vacation which 
started on September 20. 


of 


Seward 


A familiar face has come to our 
midst. That of Alex Noyes, a former 
employee of the Company, now of 
California. He has come to renew old 
His stay is indefinite. 
.. When you talk about good fisher- 
men, Chris Haberman is out. It seems 
as though he and his wife took a no- 
tion to go fishing recently to match 
their luck, but oh goodness, mamma 
caught the fish—so Chris lost! Bet- 
ter luck next time, Chris!! . BY 
the way, the Habermans celebrated 
their twenty-third wedding anniver- 
. All work and no play was 
changed on September 17 when the 
telephone girls held a pot-luck supper. 
After everyone was filled to capacity, 
they returned to the living room where 
games were the diversion of the evening. 
The party ended by group singing. 


All departed munching on popcorn 


Maxine 


Charlotte spent a few days 


and Elaine. 


week-end of September 4 


.. People seem to come and | 


balls and reported what a wonderful 


time they had. ... Talk about singing 
—we have two operators who are 
just itching to get an audition with 


Major Bowes—the only trouble is they 


sing in a certain cubby hole! .... We 
Campbell of Diagonal, Iowa, sister of | 


are sorry to lose Alma Grigsby who 
has resigned to go to business college. 
We welcome a 
new student operator, Evelyn Waite. 


Utica 

Vera Watson has returned from Ala- 
bama after vacationing a little over a 
month. 

Weeping Water 

To continue with the vacations—R. 
H. Gray just loafed at home, which is 
more fun than anything, we think. ... 


_Addelene Lorenson also spent some of 


Larry Smith, formerly ‘“Snookie”’ Bea- | 


son. “Snookie” is a former operator 
and it sure seems sweil to see her 
back again. ... Laurine Brewer spent 
a day in Omaha recently, shopping for 
this and that. ...Imo Hurlburt went 
to Omaha Tuesday to “tour the town” 


Humboldt. . 


and Josie Shoemaker and Florence | 
Gess went Wednesday to spend the 
day. We all miss Velma Abker. 


Velma has been helping out in David 
City due to the accident of the assist- 


ant chief. We are all looking forward 
to Velma’s return. . Two of our re- |} 
lief operators during the 


summer | are spending their 


her vacation at home. 


Omaha. . Eleanor Lane spent Sep- 
tember 20 visiting in Omaha... Olga 


the Maxfields in Lincoln ... To round 
out our news edition, Iva Clary spent 
her vacation at her home and Dunbar. 


Wahoo 


Mrs. Wilson, chief operator at the 
N.O.P., visited Wahoo on September 
14. Hazel Hagenbuck, operator, 


spent a few days visiting friends in 
. . Everybody seems to be 
visiting. May Beaty also visited sev- 
eral days with relatives in Lincoln. . 

Hazel Myers, chief operator at Cedar 
Bluffs, and her sister, Mrs. McKinzey, 
who is chief operator at Valparaiso, 
vacations visiting 


The rest of the. 
time being devoted to Lincoln and) 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


|relatives in the Western part of the| sitting on the floor gazing up at the| back from a welding torch to the ace- 
Ask Elmer Neujahr why | chair 
everyone has been calling him Ernie! “pulled” 


| state. 


You don’t mind, do you Ernie? 


| lately. 
we mean Elmer. 


' Woops, 


4, Jay Pugsley, popular and capable Lincoln wire chief. 


a hee cd ek ow ~ 
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which was’ most assuredly 
out from under her! Of 


course, Mary Ann is having a hard 


John | time living these little mishaps down, 


Potter is spending his vacation just! but never you mind, Mary Ann, you 


fooling around. . .Mavine Heidbreder 
spent the week-end of September 4 
in Utica, while on the week-end of 
September 12 she was the guest of 
Margaret Schroeder and Dorothy Vant 
/of Greenwood. Doris Moran re- 


‘ports that she spent her vacation in| 


| Philadelphia. 


Lincoln Departments 


Acounting and Engineering 
Departments 

Ruth Brown, Associate Editor 
It seems that September was chosen 
ideal vacation month this year. It was 
|good weather for traveling or staying 
home to work on the garden. Several 
people did the latter. Ferne Burns 
said that she has pictures to prove that 
she dug potatoes and such while on her 
vacation. Well, let’s see the pictures 
Ferne—not that we doubt your word! 
| Victor Musselman used his vacation 
to do a few “chores” around his prem- 


ises. We haven't been able to get in 
‘touch with T. S. Risser, but '’tis 
| rumored that he took a trip... . Laura 


Sires visited her mother at Humeston, 
|\Iowa. Laura reports that her mother 
'gets around very nicely, being 99 years 
young. ... Elinore Casari had a lot cf 
fun during a week or so in Chicago. 
'The only dark spot was a missed train, 
|causing a few hours delay in getting 
‘home. Of course that made Elinore 
unhappy because she was _ S-0-0-0 
| anxious to get back to work! ioe 
| Marie Endsley made trips to Omaha 
during her vacation, finding plenty of 
relaxation. ... Nellie Stillwell visited 
‘friends in Knoxville, Tennessee. [In 
spite of the lovely mountains, Nellie 


'this month. Herman H. Studier spent 


just tell people you’re keeping those 
mean “gremlins”? around so that they 
can’t bother that brother of yours 
who is on a Flying Fortress! 


Construction Department 
Vera Baade, Associate Editor 


Vacations seem to be our main topic 


the last two weeks of August fish- 
ing in the Blue. He reports that he 
caught several three pound fish. Wen- 
dall F. Combs vacationed several days 
in Lincoln. Otto F. Buck and C. G. 
Hedstrom, members of Mr. Combs’ 
crew, spent their leisure hours at home 
and H. M,. “Bud” Miller,,also a mem- 
ber of Mr. Combs’ crew, visited rela- 
tives at Mead, Nebraska. Several of 
the Lincoln members, Ray C. Boling, 
John J. Eisenbarth and Wm. P. Conn 
took their rest from the construction 
work and vacationed at home. 
Clyde W. Boyles journeyed to Minne- 
sota the week of August 16 for a two 
weeks vacation. During this time, we 
received word that he had become ill 
and wouldn’t be back until a week 
luter. Mr. Boyles returned to the of- 
fice on September 7 with strong in- 
tentions of doing his work. However, 
a few days later we learned that he 
was in Bryan Memorial hospital where 
he underwent an operation for cho- 
lecystitis and appendicitis. At this 
writing Mr. Boyles is improving very 
satisfactorily and we all wish him a 
speedy recovery. Joy A. Dobbs’ 
son, Sterling, is at present stationed at 
Prooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
where he is completing his advanced 
training in the Army Air Corps. 


seemed glad to come back to Nebraska. | Mr. Jacob Albrandt leaves September 
|... The S, F. Bush family were very | 25 as a Fireman First Class in the “Sea- 
|happy over the surprise visit of their | Bees.” The best of luck Mr. Albrandt! 


/son Richard, who is stationed at Scoit 
| Field. “Bud” Eden of the Engi- 
neering department is now a member 
of the ‘“SeaBees,’’ the Navy Eingineer- 
ing unit. Good luck, Bud!.... Evelyn 
Schaer of Printing Service resigned on 
'September 23 and became the bride of 
Earl Kalemeyn, of the Navy, on Sep- 
tember 28. The couple will live in 
New York where the groom is Sta- 
tioned. .. . The Revenue seciion is still 
saying “someone new has been added.” 
The new member of the section is 
Eunice Zehr. Welcome, Eunice! 
Mary Ann Peterson, of the Disburse- 
ment section, has been taking a good 
deal of razzing lately from her fellow 
workers. It seems that the ‘‘gremlins” 
around the office have had a jinx on 
Mary Ann for a few weeks. One day 
said ‘gremlins’ pushed a_ typewriter 
/off her desk into the waste basket. A 
day or so later “‘they”’ wound the tele- 
phone cord around her chair. Yep, the 
phone went on the floor. Having mere- 
ly teased her thus far, the nasty little 
elfs decided to commit something really 
good! So no one was very surprised 
when a loud thud revealed Mary Ann 


' 
| 
} 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 
Frank J. Donovan recently received 


an Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster 
awarded posthumously by the U. S. 


Government to his son, Technical Ser- | When he came back, he looked as if 
geant Francis Donovan, who was killed | he had had an enjoyable vacation. 


in action in the South Pacific area last 
February. The citations accompanying 


the award stated that the award was ment. 
made for Francis’ meritorious achieve- ; work on September 20 after a month's 
ment in helping sink a 10,000-ton trans- | absence as the result of an operation. 
port and a large cargo vessel on two | Charley looked quite fit and full of his 


aerial missions in spite of severe anti- 


aircraft fire from shoe batteries and 
naval vessels. These missions took 
place over and near Rabaul, New 


Britain, December 26 and 28, 1942. We 
have seen the air medal with its oak 
leaf cluster, and have sensed Frank’s 
quiet pride in his son’s bravery in tak- 
ing part in the dangerous raids under 
intense gunfire. ... There was a bit of 
excitement in the warehouse building 
on September 20, when the welding 
equipment in the blacksmith shop 
caught fire as the result of a flash- 


. 
ESS... 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


tylene tank. Little damage was done 
beyond ruining the regulating mechan- 
ism and smoking up the blacksmith 
shop and garage. The presence of sev- 
eral units of the Lincoln fire depart- 
ment caused more excitement than the 
fire itself, or so it seemed to your 
correspondent, . Richard E. Grant 
left on September 28 to enter the Navy 
and will be stationed at Farragut, 
Idaho, for his initial training. Dick 
was in the general shop for two years 
and during that time became a general 
favorite with us. We are going to miss 
not having him here with us. We wish 
you the best of luck, Dick! : 
Ramona Francis, stenographer to 
Ernest Royce, was transferred to the 
district manager’s office to become 
secretary to J. A. McKinzie. Her place 
is being taken by Mrs. Marjorie Risher 
a newcomer to the supply department. 
(Now that Ramona is in the other 
building, what are we going to do with 
her insect collection?) .... Vacation- 
ers during September were Walter 
Knudson, William Knee, Oscar Lewis, 
Ray Sherman, and Ernest Royce. Walt 
took two weeks off September 7 to 21 
to fix up his place and put in a few 
days visiting his relatives in Beaver 
Crossing. Bill did about the same 
thing, only he spent a day fishing on 
the Blue near Fairmont about the lo- 
cation (of blessed memory!) where 
your correspondent neatly dived back- 
ward off a log into the river several 
years ago. Oscar spent his time in a 
novel enterprise (to him, at least) by 


Please send the “News” your 


snapshots of employees. We 
urgently need them for future 
use in this page! 


helping his daughter, Maxine, put up 
two bushels of tomatoes and a bushel 
each of pears and peaches during his 
vacation, September 7 to 21. Ray 
Sherman spent the Fair Week ‘“feed- 
ing the nags oats.” Well, Ray, what 
do you think of “Winning Chance” 
now? Ernie spent two weeks, August 
23 to September 4, helping the C. B. 
& Q. railroad as a baggage checker. 


Maybe he was really glad to get back 
after his “baggage-smashing” assign- 
. .. Charles Hansen returned to 


old pep. Glad to see that you have 
recovered completely, Charley! . . 
Sergeant Robert D. Tucker was in the 
warehouse on September 18. Bob was 
formerly employed in the general shop, 
leaving last October to work elsewhere 
before going into the army. He is now 
stationed in Vancouver Barracks, 
Washington. We hear that Lt. 
Gay Henderson passed through Lin- 
cln in the middle of September, stop- 
ping only a couple of hours to see his 
his wife, Dorothy. He has already 


received his army post office address!|C, L. Fricke, 


. ———— 
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Personalities in the Month's News 


and is due to go overseas any time 
from the west coast. . Mrs. Verda 


_June Ashford is the newest addition to 


Mr. Stacy’s ‘“‘Annual Inventory Crew.” 
She was’ employed September 28. 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 

The reason that we occasionally talk 
about our folks who are in the service 
is that the only other place they are 
mentioned is in Hartley’s column and 
nobody that we know of pays any 
attention to that. We figured that 
Cleveland would probably cause the 
army a lot of trouble’ and it didn’t take 
him long to prove it. He went from 
Kansas to Camp Lee, Virginia and it 
only took the army one day to see that 
they were going to have to handle him 
as a special case. They let him sleep in 
the barracks the first night before they 
knew what they had on their hands. 
The next day they moved him and all 
of his stuff outdoors and made him 
sleep on the lawn while they closed up 
the barracks and fumigated the place. 
Then they fumigated Cleveland and 
moved him back in the barracks. It’s 
a good thing Fielding Woods isn’t sta- 
tioned down there too or 


the army 
never would get anything accom- 
plished. The whole camp would be 


in a constant state of fumigation. ... 
The army though has done something 
for some of the boys. For instance, 
we saw a Snap shot of Spahnle the 
other day and you have no idea how 
much better he looks. He had a gas 
mask on and you couldn't see his face. 
Come to think of it the army would 
probably be a big help to Betty Roeder 
and Mary Ann Hedstrom too. With 
gas masks on they would look much 
better. ... We have three more new- 
comers to the office this month, Vir- 
ginia Willmann, Donna Inderlied and 
Bob Allen. . . . Bette Rathburn, Mary 
Booth and Jean Miller have moved out 
to the firing line on the counter and 
telephone along with the regulars, Ann 
Maney and Gene McMeen. A large 
part of this office is now handled in 
fine shape by these girls with, of 
ccurse, occasional pointers from the 
sales and credit managers and account 
supervisors. We think though that Par- 
sons Over does this angle of it a little. 
Lately you can hardly get past his desk 
because there are so many sweet 
young things draped around him. He 
accepts pay for it too... We are 
happy to report that Martha Borin is 
now back on the job after several 
weeks of illness, and that according 
to latest reports “Swede” Wohlberg 
and Mike Egan are getting along fine 
although still laid up at home... . The 
advent of fall presents an opportunity 
for music lovers. About this time of 
year “Chaunc”’ Eggerss gets the urge 
and quits playing golf long enough to 
sing in his church choir. We under- 
stand it is a very good choir too, in 
spite of this drawback. Walroth was 
going to join too until he looked 


through the song book and discovered - 
“Sweet Adeline.’ 


they had left out 
Eggerss is musical though and has been 
since he was a boy. In fact, in his 
home town everybody always said he 
undoubtedly would turn out to be a 
great musician, most likely a drummer, 
because he was definitely the most 
“cymbal minded boy” in town. : 
Asa Waters, which name in spite of 
what Schlentz thinks does not neces- 
sarily mean a big drip, recently re- 
ceived a letter from his former steno, 
Aldean Wood. Aldean is now located 
at Dawson Creek, Canada, where she 
is making typographical errors for a 
construction company. The letter was 
written in Canadian so Waters had 
some difficulty making it out. How- 
ever, it seems that at least in her own 
mind Aldean is getting along all right. 
We don’t understand how she does 1 
but it has only been two or three 
months that she has been up there and 
already Canada is in such a mess that 
they had to call in Churchill and 
Roosevelt to straighten them out. May- 
be if she stays another month they 
might even have to call in Eleanor. 


Lincoln Service Department 

Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 
A new employee in the switchroom 
is Allan E. Johnson who started work- 
ing September 10. Allan was given a 
medical discharge from the Army at 
Camp Barkeley, Texas. ... Bob Stall 
stopped in to tell everyone “hello” 
when on his way to the west coast... . 
W. P. Shuck spent the last week of his 
vacation in a quiet way. He said, he 
is now recuperating and trying to re- 
cover from the hard job of trying to 
keep awake. . Paul Winscot spent 
the two weeks of his vacation at home 
doing nothing. .. Jess May says it 
took practically all of his vacation to 
complete the digging of a fruit cellar 
which is now almost filled with food. 
... W. H. Spurlock spent his vacation 
from September 15 to 25 staying at 
home. Lloyd Jenkins spent the 
Sreater part of his vacation from 
August 18 to 31 at Camp Mitigwa, Iowa. 
Instructors of First Aid from all over 
were there, ...C,. S. Nevin vacationed 
from September 19 to 25 just staying 
at home. ... O. P. Knee, former em- 
ployee, visited the switchroom Sep- 
tember 20. He is leaving for Riverside, 
California soon, and thought he should 
check up on the fellows before leav- 
ing. Mr. Knee looks fine and said he 
feels like playing a good game of base- 
ball but his legs just won’t do the job. 
George Keith spent a few days 
of his vacation with his mother in Des 
Moines, Iowa. The remainder of the 
time he spent in admiring his Karakul 
sheep. ... Other switchroom employees 
who enjoyed quiet vacations during 
September were C. C. Perryman and 
... W. C. Stewart vaca- 
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Lincoln Telephone News 


Volume XXV 


Waco Operator 
Saves Mans Life 


Mrs. Ethel Patrick Displays 
Cool Judgment To Save 
Power District Employee 
From Electrocution. 


| pe action by 
U) Mrs. Ethel Patrick, our 
hief operator-cashier at 
Waco, unquestionably saved 
the hie of Theodore Hansen, 
employee of the Consumer’s 
Public Power District, on the 
aiternoon of October 12. 


chief 


The Consumer’s employee) 


came into contact with a 
broken wire carrying 6,600 
volts. He fell to the damp 


ground and, with the broken 
wire dangling above him, was 
rendered incapable of mov- 
ing. 


considerable amount of cur- 


rent was passing through his' |g 


body—an experience which it 
was equally apparent he 
could not long survive. 


When a call came to the 
Waco switchboard from an: 
excited eye-witness, Mrs. Pat- 
rick instantly placed a notifi- 


eation call to the Consumer’s |isimEe 


office in York. She then got 
into contact with the Waco 
representative of Consumer’s 
who rushed to the scene of the 
accident. He was unable, 
however, to render any aid to. 
the victim due to the presence 
' the current. In fact, the 
Consumer’s representative 
was severely shocked while 
attempting to reach Mr. Han- 
sen. But Mrs. Patrick had 


of 


thought of that angle, too.| 


Noting that current was still | 
coming into Waco, she placed 
a second call to York which! 
got immediate results. She 
then called for an ambulance 
to come out from York, and 
Mr. Hansen was soon on his 
way to a hospital. 


In a letter to officials of 
this Company, H. F. Boehner, 
district manager at York for) 
Consumer’s, gives high praise | 
to Mrs. Patrick for her cool-| 
ness and her intelligent ac-| 
tions. Mr. Boehner states that 
there is no doubt in his mind 
that Mr. Hansen would not| 
have survived had not the cur-| 
rent been turned off just, 
when it was. | 


| 


Western District | 
Managership Divided 


It was apparent that a. 


headquarters in Hastings. 


| 


UE to the tremendous in- 
crease in the toll and local 
traffic load in certain centers 
in the West- . 
ern district— | 
an increase 
which has 
generated su- a ab. 
pervisory |= .. = 
problems re- | _ 
quiring the] ¥ 
full time of |, 
District Man- 
ager L. P.| 
Young — the 
responsibili- 
ties of district supervision 
have been divided for the 
period of the war emergency. 
Effective November 16, J. S. 
Jackson, general commercial 
department, Lincoln assumed 
_ supervision of 
all Western | 
district com-| 
mercial and 
plant activi-| 
ties, with the 


L. P. Young 


title of Act- 


headquarters | 
will be in| 
Hastings. 


J. S. Jackson 


entire time to solving the traf-| added. At least, they will be added if the supply of colored pins holds out! 
fie technical and personnel! brings the battle lines up to date each week day morning, by moving the pins in accordance 


problems arising out of the| with the latest war news. So far as we know, there are no similar “play-by-play” war 


presence in the Western dis- 
trict of the three air bases, the 
naval ammunition depot and 
the numerous’ other war 
plants and war activities. He 
will continue to make his 


Mr. Jackson brings to 


new assignment the benefit of | 
more than 35 years of experi-| 
ence in all phases of the tele-| Wood, shopman in the supply 
‘phone business. 
training, plus his wide per-| 


sonal acquaintance through- 


ing District | 
Manager. His) ° 


Distriet| 
Manager| 


This fine! 


Lincoln, Nebraska, 


+, 
> 
. 


qf ¢ — SOUTH paciFiC 


HEATE 


November, 1943 
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HE three maps shown above are currently appearing in one of our Lincoln display 


windows, and they are proving very interesting to large numbers of the people who 


/pass our general office building. With the aid of colored pins, these maps portray very 
accurately the daily situation of the armies on the three most active war fronts. 


The 


idea originated with our commercial department artist, Joe Hartley, who is a “hound” for 
Young assumes the title of war maps. He drew up a map of the Italian front just before Salerno and placed it in our 
Acting District Traffic Man-| 14th street window—and it “stopped” so many pedestrians that he added the Russian and 
ager, and he will devote his| southwest Pacific fronts. If, and when, new fronts are opened, maps covering them will be 


maps on display in any Lincoln windows. 


Homer O. Wood, 


Veteran Employee, Dies 


. 8 Reet employees were 
his | 


Shocked and saddened by 
the sudden death, on Sunday, 
November 7, of Homer O. 


department, Lincoln. He suf- 
fered a severe heart attack 
early on Sunday morning, and 


Now You Can 


Talk To Russia 


Le YOU are able to speak the 
Russian language, you may 


Mr. Hartley 


Cafeteria Hours 


Shifted For Operators 


N order to furnish warm 
meals for our Lincoln oOp- 


now call up Joe Stalin and/|erators in the evenings and on 


congratulate him on the fine’ 


Saturdays—periods when it is 


job his boys are doing—pro-| becoming increasingly diffi- 


vided you feel that such a call 
is worth $23.25 for three min- 
utes. That is the rate from 


out the Western district, will! the fatal attack came in the| Chicago for the new Long Dis- 


be very helpful to him and to 
the commercial and plant em-_ 
ployees who will report to. 
him. 


Mutual Benefit 


ve September drive for 
new members for the Em- 


ployees Mutual Benefit Asso- 


There Were 32 


' Employee-Veterans! 


ESPITE the best efforts of 

the “News” editorial staff 
to uncover the identity of 
every Company veteran of 
World War I who had been) 
associated with us both before 
and after that conflict, the in- 
evitable happened. We missed 
at least one! We hope that 
we did not miss any others. 
The missing veteran from our. 
picture layout in last month’s 
issue was Arthur Albers, of | 


the Lincoln service depart-| 


ment. Art went into the serv- 
ice from our ranks during 
World War I, and he has been 
continuously employed by’ 
this Company since his return. 
Lack of adequate records cov- 
ering employee participation 
in that confilct was responsi- 
ble for this oversight, which 
we deeply regret. A picture 
of Mr. Albers, as he looked in 
1918, has not yet been made 
available to us. 


'as members. 


Officers of the | 
Association are quite well 
pleased with the result, al- 
though they had originally 
fixed their sights a bit higher. 
Total membership was 432 on 
November 1. 

Claims paid during October 
were to the following: Ben 
Docekal, David City plant, 


'$139; Clyde Boyles, construc- 


tion, Lincoln, $206. Through 
an oversight, 
“News” failed to carry the 
amounts of the payments 


made to August and Septem-| 
We give them | 


| 


ber claimants. 
now: Mrs. Martha Borin, Lin- 
coln commercial, $160; H. F. 
Smith, supply, 


Oscar Wohlberg, Lincoln'| 


{ 


commercial, $92.50; Charles A. | 
Hansen, supply, Lincoln, $181; 


R. H. Stebbings, supply, Lin- | 
coln, $40; A. L. Johnson, sup- | 
ply, Lincoln, $30; Catherine | 
Daugherty, accounting, Lin- 
coln, $19.30. 


| 
| 
} 


last month’s 


i'Sires, 


afternoon. 


Mr. Wood was born in 
Lawrence, Kansas, and would 
have been 66 years old on De- 
cember 21, 1943. He had been 


employed almost continuous- | 
‘ly in the telephone industry | 
Makes Nice Gain | | 
| with the business came when 
ihe went to work for the Gen- 
eral Engineering Company— 


ciation resulted in the acquisi- | eae /conbiac ae wce 


tion of 66 eligible employees | 


since 1903. His first contact 


constructed our Company’s 
original outside plant in Lin- 
coln. He entered our ranks as 
a shopman when the Company 
began to function in July, 
1903. 


Later, Mr. Wood worked for the 
Independent Automatic Tele- 
phone Company in Omaha, re- 
turning to the Lincoln Company 
in 1913. Due to his previous em- 
ployment, he was given a service 
date of November 1, 1911. 


Homer Wood was a quiet, un- 
assuming and conscientious em- 
ployee. He was one of that great 
company of modest and competent 
men who are the _ foundation 
stones of every business or in- 
dustry. They give full measure of 
honest and faithful service and, 
when they pass from the scene of 
their labors, they leave a void 


Lincoln, $25: that is not easily filled. 


Mr. Wood is survived by his 
wife, Cecile, and by a brother and 
a sister. Funeral services were 
held at Roper’s, in Lincoln, on 
November 10. Rev. David Gustaf- 
son was in charge and Laura 
accounting department, 


sang two of the deceased’s favor- | 
Burial was in Me-| 


ite hymns. 
morial Park, Lincoln. 


_tance service opened, on Sep- 
eniber 23, to Moscow. This 
‘is the first telephone service 
‘ever to be opened between 
‘the United States and the 


| 
| 
' 


| Soviet Union. It is presumed 


'that it will be reserved for 
'government business during 
_the war, so may have to post- 


peace days arrive. 


cult to secure adequate meals 
in Lincoln restaurants — the 
general office cafeteria has 
made a drastic change in its 
hours. It now opens at 11: 00 
a.m., instead of 7:00 a. m., and 
does not close until 6:40 a. m. 
The former closing time was 
2:00 p.m. Instead of opening 
on Saturday mornings ‘for 
only a few hours—for the sale 
of soup and sandwiches—the 
cafeteria’s Saturday hours 


pone your visit with Joe until| and menus are now the same 
'as during other week days. 


OUR GENERAL MANAGER SAYS— 


CCASIONALLY some of our folks ask me how the 


Company is getting along in these war times. 


They 


want to know how the increase in revenue, due to the 


large volume of long distance calls we 
are handling, actually looks on our 
books after deducting increased wages, 
We are preparing a chart 
for distribution showing in easily un- 
derstandable graphs, the comparative 
picture of operations today with those 
We think it will tell 
| the story better than we could write it. 


| Of course, the temporary increase in 
|} revenues is most welcome. It enabled 


taxes, etc. 


| 


‘| of prior years. 


{ 


the Company to increase wages and it 
makes possible the payment of the largest tax bill the 
Company has ever faced in the forty years of its 


| existence. 


| Our principal concern is to be sure that we will be 
in position after the war to make those much needed 
changes and improvements in our equipment and plant 
to keep service thoroughly up-to-date and efficient. 
We're going to need a large amount of money then. 


| In the meantime we must continue buying War 


Bonds. It’s a grand habit! 
| 


—J. H. AGEE. 


—— 
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FOR OUR FIGHTERS 


Company Sends Splendid 
Gift Box To Each Employee 
Serving With The Colors. 


HE more than 100 em- 

ployees of this Company 
who are now serving with the 
armed forces, at home or 
abroad, will receive splendid 
Christmas gift boxes from the 
Company this year. The 
boxes, which are packed with 
a heart-warming assortment 
of the things most needed to 
bring Christmas cheer will, 
barring the unforseen, be in 
the hands of every employee 
now in the service well before 
December 25. 

Last year, the Company 
sent Christmas gifts consist- 
ing of bill folds to all overseas 
employees, and leather writ- 
ing kits to those stationed in 
this country. Only a few of 
our employees were overseas 
at that time, and early mailing 
was not so much of a factor. 
This year, approximately 20% 
of our service men are on 
overseas duty, and it was nec- 
essary to get the Christmas 
boxes for this group started 
on their way soon after Sep- 
tember 15. 

Each box for a_ soldier, 
sailor or Marine is packed 
with identical gifts. For our 
four WACs, items appropriate 
for girls were substituted for 
purely masculine articles such 
as razor blades or shaving 
cream. 

The “News” feels sure that 
all its readers will be inter- 
ested in knowing just what 
was packed in the boxes go- 
ing to the men. Here’s a com- 
plete itemization: One-half 
pound of candied fruits, one 
pound of Schrafft’s assorted 
chocolates, one 12 ounce box 
of tasty cookies, one-half 
pound of Tewkesbury satin- 
ette candy, one fountain pen 
and automatic pencil set, one 
package of 10 Gillette razor 
blades, one giant tube of Bar- 
basol shaving cream, one Tek 
toothbrush, one large tube of 
Bost toothpaste, one large 
tube Brylcreem hair dressing, 
one plastic comb, one box of 
nut-filled candy pebbles, two 
jars of jelly and relish, one 14 
ounce box of raisins, one box 
of 100 special mailing cards 
and two decks of playing 
cards. 

One can feel reasonably cer- 
tain that, if delivery of the 
above is made on time, our 
employees now serving Uncle 
Sam will not lack the essen- 
tials of a Merry Christmas. 
In fact, the “News” feels quite 
certain that when some of our 
home folks read about these 
Christmas boxes, it will al- 
most be necessary to chain 
them up to keep them from 
going right out to join the 
Army! 


Gradual Shift In 
Delivery of Pay Checks 


UE to the increasing com- 

plications connected with 
the processing of payrolls— 
complications resulting from 
the shortage of trained help 
in the accounting department, 
from the drastic increase in 
deduction computations, and 


See “PAY CHECKS” 
Page 2, Col. 3. 
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(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) 


RECENT issue of the Brock Bulletin had the following to say 
“A about the Jack Littles, of Brock. Jack, you know, is a construc- 
tion department employee, and Mrs. Little is our chief operator- 
cashier in the Nemaha county town: 


“The Littles will spend their vacation near Johnson at the Myrl 
Young home, and on account of the gas shortage Mr. Little will try 
his hand at shucking corn. Being used to climbing telephone poles, 
the corn is not going to be too high for Mr. Little as he can climb 
up and get the ears.” 


Newspapers in Iowa—‘where the tall corn grows’—will please 
note. And I must remember to.ask F. E. Behm if that new plant de- 
partment safety code will carry a chapter titled: “Proper Precau- 
tions To Be Observed When Using Hooks On Cornstalks!”’ 


Information drifting up to me from down Beatrice way indicates 
that the old maestro of rod and gun, “the sage of field and stream”’ 
—~District Manager Clyde Burge—is about to announce his complete 
withdrawal from the rugged sport of chasing pheasants up hill and 
down dale for from 50 to 60 miles per day. He has been chasing 
them thus for many years—in order to acquire an occasional mouth- 
ful of wildfowl which has always cost him, at a conservative estimate, 
approximately $11.00 an ounce. It is even hinted that he will dis- 
pose of all his hunting equipment—sufficient in itself to outfit an 
African safari—and will retire to his chimney corner to indulge 
henceforth in such violent sports as checkers and parcheesi! Mr. 
Burge, ’'m told, came to the realization that Father Time was breath- 
ing down his neck on the first Sunday of the recent pheasant- 
hunting season. It was an unusually warm day, as most of you 
remember, and the once-mighty hunter had tramped and tramped 
for miles and miles—puffing and blowing as he packed his famous 
load of equipment, which includes practically everything that the 
manufacturers have ever been able to dream up. He had blazed 
away at many a lordly pheasant and, without exception, each and 
every bird had thumbed a ribald nose at him while sailing merrily 
away. He was coming gradually to the conclusion that some prank- 
ster had unloaded his shells. As the afternoon wore away in all its 
blazing autumnal glory, it seemed to him that the fences were be- 
coming more numerous—and harder to get over. He arrived, finally, 
before the fence that was to break his spirit. He hoisted a leg to 
step over it—and instantly acquired a soul-searing cramp in the up- 
raised limb. It wasn’t an ordinary cramp—it was the colossal 
grandpappy of all known muscle kinks. He could neither advance 
nor retreat. There he stood, looking like a statue of a ballet dancer 
—or a famous field goal kicker—while his shrieks of agony rattled 
the surrounding cornstalks. I don’t know just how the rest of the 
party went about it to get our district manager unkinked, but he 
was only a shadow of his former virile self when they deposited 
him on his own doorstep. “Never again,” he is reported to have 
moaned. “From here on in I shall take up tatting. I shall become 
Gage county’s leading tatter. I know when I’m whipped. Never 


shall it be said that the Old Man with the Hour-Glass had to hit me 
over the head with it!” 


And then there was another mighty hunter who came to grief 
recently. Ralph Wait, district clerk at Hastings, is the gent I have 
in mind. Ralph bought himself a bird dog early in October. He got 
a stunning bargain, because he paid only $3 for the dog. As it 
turns out, however, the only stunning thing about the transaction 
is the fact that he didn’t get the dog! A bewhiskered and somewhat 
disheveled old character from parts unknown drifted into the Hast- 
ings business office one day. He was fresh out of money and he 
declared that he was looking for someone who would be interested 
in purchasing one of his fine hunting dogs. To prove that he was 
a genuine dyed-in-the-wool dog man—like George Mehuron, for 
example—he exhibited to John Spady an old and well worn box of 
worm capsules! This impressed Spady no end—so he called in Ralph, 
who for months had been loudly advertising his burning desire to 
own another pooch. I’m told that the dickering that went on between 
these two completely uninhibited characters was something to drape 
an ear over. The old dog man fancied himself to be a Grade-A bar- 
gainer—hbut he had never tied into a customer like Ralph. His ask- 
ing price was $10 but, after much arm-waving, Ralph beat him down 
to $3. “It’s taking the bread right out of my mouth,” the old man 
quavered. “My innocent little children will have to go barefoot 
through the snow this winter—but you are too much for me. The dog 
is yours.” So Ralph whipped out three frog-skins and, rubbing his 
hands in high glee, said: “Okay, mister—where’s the dog?” The 
salty old character looked at Ralph through red-rimmed and watery 
eyes. “Oh, I ain’t got it with me,” he said, “but I’ll send it to you 
tomorrow. Have no fear—everything will be all right.” Whereupon, 
he once more hauled out the box of worm capsules to prove his good 
faith. Ralph, even more deeply impressed than Spady had been, in- 
stantly became a quivering mass of hearty and back-slapping good- 
fellowship. He agreed that everything was just dandy. The old man 
thereupon went away—and he must have gone far, far away. Be- 
cause no one has seen him since—and no one has seen the dog! Ralph 
came, eventually, to the shocking realization that he did not know the 
man’s name nor his place of abode. He tells me that he still has faith 
that his three dollar dog will show up. But then, one hears that 
Mussolini still has faith that he will again drape his fat and futile 
chin over a Roman balcony! —N. O 
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from the big increase in ols “Service Stars” 


volume of overtime which| «x 
must be computed—the man-| «x 
agement and the employees’ | 
union have together worked | x 
out an agreement which will! x 


* 
By JOE HARTLEY * 

* 

iy * 

; * 

We can keep this department + 
+ 


lively and interesting with your 
help. May we depend upon it? 


eventually result in all pay|ke ek kek kkk KKKKKE 


checks being delivered to em- 
ployees on the same dates. The 
dates will be the 10th and the 
25th of each month. Previous- 
ly, checks have gone out as 
rapidly as they have been 
processed, with delivery dates 
ranging anywhere from one 


| 


EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 
SERVICE DURING OCTOBER 


ROBERT R. NELSON, 
Construction Department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES — 112 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 


to six days after the 1st or the ara RICHARD G. VAN AN- 


15th of a month. 


Payrolls will be sent in at 
the usual time to cover the 
usual two weeks periods, but 
checks processed from the 
early arrivals will be held un- 


til those from later payrolls|in April 


EL has been moved from Kees- 
ler Field, Mississippi, to Scott 
Field, Illinois, where he is_ be- 
ginning a twenty week’s course 
in radio operation and mechanics. 


SeaBee CHARLES KER- 
MOADE of Auburn, is now on 
the seas. He entered the service 
and received his train- 


are ready to go out. The plan| ing at Camp Peary, Virginia. 


becomes effective December 
1, 1943 and, since October 15, 
the transition period has been 
gradually lengthening the in- 
tervals between pay days. 


Two fine promotions have been 
announced during the past month. 
Lt. HOWARD SPAHNLE, base 
signal officer at Buckley Field, 
Colorado, was elevated to a cap- 
taincy while our first major was 


tain GILES GERE was awarded 
his gold leaves. 


November Service 


Anniversaries 


Thirty-Eight Years 


Anna Seymour, Milo Caslasky, 
Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
J. S. Jackson, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
Herbert Huddleston, Lincoln. 
Thirty Years 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Fred Adkins, Sutton. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


R. C. Boling, H. F. Smith, Lin- 
coln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
R. E. Burkett, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 


Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City; 
W. H. Webster, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 


Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; T. 
E. Longdon, Fairbury; J. T. May, 
S. F. Bush, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Two Years 


H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha 
Merz, Seward. 


Twenty-One Years 
Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
W. A. Rosenthal, Lincoln. 
Eighteen Years 


H. E. Walker, Nebraska City; 
Edna Wayman, DeWitt; J. E. 
Backstrom, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 
May L. May, Ashland. 
Sixteen Years 


Catherine Kahm, Sutton; Lau- 
retta Rowley, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 


Lois Lindstrom, Hastings; Viola 
Little, Brock. 


Thirteen Years 


Erma Dixon, Geneva; Estella 
Fischer, Stromsburg; Lavina Mc- 
Elroy, Wilber; Helen Ledgway, 
Plattsmouth. 


Eleven Years 
R. E. Hibbert, Lincoln; Miriam 
Carter, Louisville. 
Nine Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
Eight Years 


Alfred Fritz, Lincoln; John E. 
Schutz, Plattsmouth. 


Seven Years 
Elsie Sole, Geneva. 
Six Years 


Kathryn Brooke, Ruth Phelan, 
Lincoln; Aletha Lewis, Osceola; 
Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo. 


Five Years 
Elizabeth Reesman, Lincoln. 


“Journey's End’ 


THOMAS CHARLES 
CLARK, father of Della 
Wilcox, traffic, Lincoln, 
passed away at his home in 
Blackwell, Oklahoma, Sun- 
day, September 26. Funeral 
services were held at the 
Methodist church, Black- 
well. 


A recent letter from Capt. ROD 
ANDREWS in Australia, sketches 
the routine of a typical day, and 
has convinced all but a few of 
Rod’s more skeptical friends that 
he is working pretty hard. Rod 
also touches on the events of the 
trip across. “I flew down here 
and it was quite a thrill.” (We’re 
now quoting the captain and cor- 
recting his spelling) “The Pacific 
is a really big body of water and 
it seems even bigger when you’re 
several thousand feet in the air 
and all you can see is water and 
then more water. I can’t tell you 
about all of the places we stopped 
but it was a million dollar ex- 
perience.” 


Set. RAY CHAMBERS still has 
his heart set on arranging a party 
to bring together all of the L. T. & 
T. Co. boys who are now in the 
British Isles. If said party ever 
takes place and the story of same 
can be recorded it should make 
interesting reading. 

SeaBee WESLEY HAYES, 
S 1/c., late of Camp Peary, Va., 
was in Lincoln on a brief leave, 
enroute to an advanced base 
depot. At Camp Peary he spe- 
cialized in telephone communica- 
tion, magneto system. 


Pvt. ROYCE HILMER suffered 
a severe foot injury during trench 
warfare training at Camp Wol- 
ters, Texas, when a grenade ex- 
ploded near-by. He is now re- 
cuperating in the station hospital 
there. 


created in far away Iran, as Cap- 


pleted his preliminary training at 
the University of Minnesota and 
is now at the army air school at 
Santa Ana, California. Bill is one 
of the soldier sons of “Red” Gear, 
well known and famed Fairbury 
wire chief. 


DELBERT C. MUTCHIE, as 
chief petty officer’s cook 2/c. is 
now baking biscuits in the Canal 
Zone. 


Nostalgia works upon a person 
in strange ways. It isn’t easy to 
forget the long familiar sights, 
sounds and odors of civilian life, 
especially for a youth of such un- 
deniable sentiment as Pvt. 
LLOYD CLEVELAND. Lloyd had 
some explaining to do to his of- 
ficer-instructor the other day— 
and we'll let him tell the story. 
This is Lloyd talking: “Today we 
were run through the gas chamber 
and, to become familiar with the 
various types of gas we may en- 
counter, we were required to take 
a full whiff of each sample. When 
our captain asked me what one 
particularly obnoxious gas 
smelled like, I answered ‘Gorman,’ 
without thinking. The correct an- 
swer should have been ‘garlic,’ 
but I still think I was more nearly 
right.” Lloyd made quite a mark 
on the rifle range, qualifying as 
a sharpshooter, with a medal to 
prove it. 


a 
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November, 1943 


Iowa and JOE GEIST, son of Alex 
Geist, is receiving his training at 
Peru, Nebraska. 

Cadet FLOYD H. HENSON, 
who entered the army air corps 
last February is now in flight 
training at San Marcos, Texas. 
Floyd was employed as ware- 
houseman in the supply depart- 
ment. 


Words of praise come from Set. 
JACK HUDDLESTON in the 
British Isles. In a letter to his 
father, “Bert” Huddleston, general 
storekeeper, Jack expounded upon 
the value he places upon the 
“News.” “Jack reads it through, 
word by word four or five times— 
and then sleeps with it under his 
pillow,” said Bert. “To him it’s 
the best piece of literature to come 
out of the States.” 


Cpl. JAMES L. BAXTER, Jr., 
who has, by now, qualified for the 
title of “sour-dough” in Alaska, 
has written that there is a pos- 
sibility he may be able to re- 
turn home for.Christmas. Need- 
less to say, the news has created 
great excitement in the home of 
J. L. Baxter, Sr. of the Lincoln 
service department. Cpl. Baxter 
has continued in the telephone 
field during his service in the 
army of the northland. 

As evidence that the “Old 
Master” has lost none of his fa- 


Pfc. GERALD HENDERSON re- mous wit, there comes a picture of 


ports that six “home-towners” got Captain THAD CONE and his of- 
together recently, on his small fice force, (two winsome secre- 
island in the South Pacific. In the | taries and a staff sergeant) all of 


party were Lt. Lowell English, Lt. 
Marvin Plock, Sgt. Ed Brehm, 


/Corp. Roy Brehm and Pvt. Don 


Lowell. Lts. English and Plock 
are former Cornhusker football 
stars. 


JACK L. KUCHERA, §S 2/c. was 
home on leave following the com- 
pletion of his boot training at 
Farragut, Idaho. Upon his return 
to the outgoing unit he was un- 
expectedly assigned to the Elec- 
trical Service School at Camp 
Peterson. Naturally, Papa Frank, 
of the service department is 
plenty proud and happy. Jack’s 
picture appears in the layout be- 
Ow. 


Pvt. VERN AMICK, of Weeping 
water, is now in training in the 
signal corps at Camp Kohler, Cali- 
fornia. 


A letter dated October 20th, 
from Lt. GAY HENDERSON be- 
gins: “As you can plainly see, I 
am on my way—” Gay is sailing 
the Pacific and wants it known 
that he will appreciate any letters 
from the folks on the job. 


Pfe. WM. R. BEHRNS is now 
stationed at Mojave, California. 
As can be seen in his picture be- 
low, he is a Marine. He is the 
brother of Marilynn Behrns, com- 
mercial clerk at David City. 


Two of our Navy V-12’s were 
home during the month on short 
leave. Both are “second genera- 
tion” employees and both were 
dragged upon the little platform, 
facing the company camera. DICK 


A/7 WILLIAM L. GEAR, whose |HOBSON, son of foreman John 


picture appears below, has com- | Hobson, 


EMPLOYEES 


is stationed at Ames, 


IN THE NATIO 


onan 


whom are doubled over in parox- 
ysms of laughter. The sheepish 
look on Thad’s face bears witness 
that the joke originated with him. 
It’s probably a new one in his 
repertoire as none of the ones 
he possessed and used so often 
here at home could have caused 
so much commotion. 


A/S PAUL H. HENSON has 
been assigned to Syracuse Uni- 
versity for his initial phase of 
army air training. 

ROBERT E. WOHLBERG § 2/c. 
is attending Fire Control school 
at the Navy Yard Annex, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Bob is the son of 
Oscar Wohlberg, famous motor 
boat and tree climbing specialist 
of the Lincoln business office. 

Lt. WALDO McDOWELL was a 
recent general office visitor and 
was flashing official papers to 
prove that this appearance was 
made on an official leave. Waldo 
is communications officer for the 
seventh service command at 
Omaha. 

Pvt. LAVELLE E. GILES of the 
construction department is deep 
in his basic training at the Ama- 
rillo army air field, in Texas. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


WILLIAM BEHRNS, Pvt. to Pfc. 
JOHN FISCHER, Sgt. to S/Sgt. 
GENE GEMMELL, Pvt. to Cpl. 
GILES H. GERE, Capt. to Major. 
DICK HARTLEY, Pvt. to Cpl. 
WESLEY HAYES, S 2/c. to S 1/c. 
D. C. MUTCHIE, S 2/c. to SC 3/c. 
HOWARD SPAHNLE, Ist Lt. to 
Captain. 


DONALD D. WREDE, Pvt. to Pfe. 


1. Cadet Floyd H. Henson is working for his silver wings at the army air field at San Marcos, Texas. 
2. A/S. William Boyd Imler, of the construction department, who entered the army as a member of the 
armored forces, received his appointment as aviation cadet in August. His home is at Republic, Kansas. 
3. Jack L. Kuchera, switchman at Lincoln, joined the navy last August. 4. Pfe. Wm. R. Behrns, David 
City plant department, received his call to the marines in December, 1942. 5. Put. Lloyd W. Cleveland 


is receiving his basic training at the adjutant general’s school at Camp Lee, Virginia. 


6. Put. (A-7) 


Wm. L. Gear is carrying on his civilian hobby of riding the air at the Santa Ana army air school. 


———— 
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Eastern District | 
Ramona Francts., Associate Editor | 
Our chief operator, Miss Swan, en- | 
joyed a two weeks vacation during | 
October. She spent a couple of days | to 
in Lincoln visiting Elaine Marquis at 
Lincoln General hospital, and also spent | 
some of her time back at the office. | 


\ 


During Miss Swan’s absence, Min- | 
AA ie + ot 
nie Metealfe of York acted as chief op- | 


erator. We enjoved having her very | 
much and honored her at a party in the | 
office rest rooms. ... Two new names 
have been added to our traffic depart- | 
ment, Margery Snyder of Rising City | 
and Helen Havelena of David City. | 
Best of luck to vou. girls. ... Mr. and | 
Mrs. Allen D. Albers of Pasadena, Cal- | 
ifornia visited Mrs. Alber’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leo Funkhouser, this month. | 
Mrs. Albers. nee Dorothy Funkhouser, | 
was formerly our bookkeeper and cash- 


T 

Everyone enjoyed their visit very 
. Blaine Marquis is able to be 

at home for a week before going back | 

to Lincoln General hospital for an op- 


jar 
1€T. 


much. . 


sration on her foot. We're all glad to 
see you up and around, Elaine, and 
hope for a speedy recovery. ... Mrs. 


: 7) 
t a few days ago from two of our 
perators who visited in Lincoln. Now 
we are all trying to figure out if Mrs. 
Funkhouser is taking up some other 
past time, such as training her two new 
pet dogs tricks. . . Andy Holt, plant 
department celebrated his 62nd birth- | 
day on the eighth of this month. He in- | 
vited the plant boys up to his apart- | 
ment to help celebrate. How much did 
you say he lost! ... The other night, | 
one of our operators came to our party 
all dressed up in boots and breeches | 
and toting an automatic (pop gun). | 
Later on in the evening when we at- | 
tended the local horse opera, we heard | 
the click, click of his automatic. We | 
eouldn’t figure out whether the sound 
effects had gone bad or whether “Pistol | 
Packing Mama’ was in the audience. | 
Well, when the cinema was over, we' 
discovered that one of the operators | 
was the culprit and before the evening | 
she was given the title of | 
Packin’ Mama.” Maurice | 
Richards, plant department, took his | 
physical the other day and he says that | 
if he doesn’t have flat feet, and isn’t 
. his chances of getting in the Army 
pretty good. No kidding! He must 
not be kidding because he plans to sell 
that pile of junk he calls a car. 


| 
unkhouser was the recipient cf a | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


was over, 
‘Pistol 
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Louisville 


Bornemeier, chief operator 
her vacation enjoying the scen- | 
ery and surroundings of Murdock. 
Milford | 


Mar’ 


spent 


Miss Hughes spent a two weeks va- | 
cation at home. It wasn’t. stated 


whether this time was spent in loafing | 
or working. 
Nebraska City 

Two of our vacation operators, Na- 
dine Borland and Imo Hurlburt, are 
back with us after a visit to Lansing, 
Michigan. According to the girls, they 
had a “serumptious” time there—but 
then who coulidn’t have with 6,846 
cadets close by? ... Though vacations 
are mostly over in our office, there are 
still a few yet to come. Mary Bartyzelle 
started her vacation, October 25, and at 
present she is enjoying the peace and 
quiet of the country... . Another fa- 
miliar face is gone from our office. 
Charlotte Seely, one of our longest 
employed operators, and her mother, 
have moved to Seattle, Washington 
where they plan to stay with relatives. 
We are sorry to have her leave uS.... 
Elaine Hoffman, Dorothy Nosky, and 
Louise Fritsch spent an enjoyable Sat- | 
urday in Omaha last week shopping 
and ‘dancing. Doris Brey visited 
friends in Beatrice the week-end of | 
October 23... . Mrs. John Tigner, the 
former Jean Jackson, has decided 7 
resign her duties as operator and spend | 
all her time being the “little woman.” | 
Good luck, Jean! Imo Hurtburt | 
went to Utica Sunday to spend an en- | 


' 


joyable day with her grandmother. 


Plattsmouth 

Bill Eckles' and family spent his va- | 
eation at Nelson. We hear pheasant | 
hunting was their chief pastime. Was | 
hunting good this year, Bill? ... Pearl | 
Sutton, operator, spent her vacation | 
just loafing around home. Miss | 
Wallengren visited friends in Lincoln | 
and Omaha during her vacation. : 
Mrs. Hope Jones recently returned 
home from the hospital, where she had 
quite a time of it. We're glad youre 
getting along better. Hope! Keep up 
the good work... . We welcorne a new | 
student operator to our midst. She is 
Leona Coolman. 


— 


Seward 

As the calendar says ‘News Time” 
again, here we go. The telephone girls | 
got together one night on the spur of 
the moment, got their paraphernalia, 
and had a bacon and egg fry at the 
Seward park. All had an enioyable time 
—maybe we'd better say “all but one.” 
It seems as though one certain girl 
was gaily swinging in a swing, and 
much to her surprise, turned out to be 
the “Lady on the Flying Trapeze.” She 
wished, of course, that she could have 
come down “On a Wing and a Prayer,” 
but that is’nt the way it was at all, 
was it Evelyn? . Chris Haberman 
left work aside this week and decided 
to take his much earned vacation to go 
pheasant hunting. You didn’t forget to 
take your treasured “Finishing Touch” 
along, did you, Chris? ... Minnie Met- 
ealie, former chief operator at York 
who visited Seward lately, was on her 
way to David City one night and ac- | 
cidently missed her bus. The lady 
wasn't in distress for long, though, be- 


ew. eee 


eause “Mabel’’ (better known as Ivan 
Heith}) came to the rescue and took 
her back to David City. ...Our book- 


| week-end of 


| day, October 16 in York. 


‘returned September 
| Windels 
| year. 
| night 
| pital, 
| rapidly. 


the job real soon, Maggie! . 
| Tucker 


/game shown us by 


keeper, Laura Douty, ought to join the 
WOW’'S, the way she can swing the 
hammer. She really can beat time. . 
Anyone who wants to bet, get in touch 
with Dick Manners—that is, if you want 
lose. Martha Merz spent the 
October 16 in Norfolk 
visiting her sister. . Lydia Kreigs- 
hauser and Helen Greiner spent an en- 
joyable afternoon at the Bee bazaar re- 
cently. . . . Laura Douty spent Satur- 
. . . Congrat- 
ulations to Grace Jones, who has com- 
pleted her student training. 


Syracuse 


Sophia Windels, chief operator, 
15 from a two 
weeks vacation spent at her home. Miss 
Knew vacation was another 
word for rest—which she wouldn't find 
on the crowded trains and busses this 
Mrs. Marguerite Lockhart, 
operator, underwent a major 
operation at the Lincoln General hos- 
Friday, September 24. Our last 
was that she was gaining 
We hope to see you back on 
. Joyce 
was honor guest at a party 
given by the Allan Agers September 
10. After playing ‘“‘animal’’—a new card 
Mr. Ager—Joyce 
was presented with a gift of several 
beautiful hankies from the Agers. Mrs. 
Ager served coffee and huge pieces of 
chocolate pie for refreshments. a 
Lincoln shoppers the last couple of 
weeks were Mrs. Andrews, Norma Jean 
Gore, and Margery Wenninghoff. 


our 


report 


Tamora 


Geraldine Armstrong, cashier at Gar- 
land, visited the Tamora office one 
evening. Mrs. Gladyce Walker, 
chief operator at Bradshaw, was a din- 
ner guest at the home of Mrs. Laura 
Myers, Thursday, October 7. 


Utica 


Vera Watson and Olga Abraham, 
operators, spent the afternoon of Octo- 
ber 12 at Lincoln. . . Zella Marsh spent 
October 14 at York. .. . Olga Abrahams 
will resign November 1 to accept em- 
ployment at the First National Bank in 
Utica. 


Please send the “News” your 
snapshois of employees. 


We 
urgently need them for future 
use in this page! 


Wahoo 
Our vacation schedule still seems to 
be rather heavy, so here goes on who 
went where and why... . Mrs. Marie 


'Colerick enjoyed her vacation at both 


Murray and Plattsmouth, while Zella 
Preston divided her time between Sew- 
ard and her home... . Maxine Heid- 
breder put in her vacation time (this 
seems to be the favorite spot) at home. 
Also Maxine and Elaine Patzloff spent 
the week-end of October 17 in Des 
Moines visiting Maxine’s girl friend, 
who is a WAC. ... Mae Meduna, our 
efficient assistant manager, also en- 
joyved her vacation time at home... . 
The men seem to have divided their 
time between home and pheasant hunt- 


.; many did you get, George? . 


ac LE 


ing. Anyway, this seems to apply per- 
fectly to George Cruickshank. How 
. . Doro- 
‘thy Vant is now convalescing at her 
home in Greenwood after an appendec- 
tomy at Lincoln General hospital. Glad 
to hear you're doing all right, Dorothy. 
Mrs. Ethyl Armstrong, cashier, 
| reports that her son was home on fur- 
‘lough recently. He is now taking his 
‘training in Seattle at the University 
'of Washington. . . / Leta Holscher did 
a bit of visiting while on her vacation, 
|namely at Burr and Sterling. 


| Weeping Water 


| Olga Pehrson, assistant chief opera- 
tor. was taken to Bryan Memorial hos- 
/pital recently for an emergency appen- 
i'dectomy. She was quite seriously ill for 
'a time, but is somewhat improved. 
| We're all hoping for a speedy recovery 
}and hope you'll be back soon, Olga... . 
Mrs. Iva Clary recently visited her 
| daughter in Otoe, the purpose of which 
was to help her granddaughter cele- 
brate her birthday. 


| Lincoln Departments 


Acounting and Engineering 
Departments 


Ruth Brown, Assoctate Editor 

The ‘“‘welcome” mat is out this month 
|for Lorna Ringquist who has joined 
| the revenue section of the department 
|to replace Elvannah Hausner in the 
encaits division. Elvannah has become 
Mr. Galley’s stenographer. Elinore 
ieee Wunch left us on October 19 to 
join her husband who is in the Naval 
Reserve. . We have another bride 
|in the department. On October 15, Vir- 
|ginia Samsel changed her name _ to 
Chaffin while in Pennsylvania. 
Bernice Tarbutton vacationed during 
October, going to Lyons and Fremont 
for a few days to visit family and 
friends. .. . Old man illness caught up 
with several people keeping them away 
from the office for awhile. Verna 
'Pierce and Jacqueline Philpott let a 
;cold catch them. Rose Riggs is con- 
fined in a hospital at this writing, re- 
covering from a case of infection. Hope 
; you'll be back soon, Rose! ... Elaine 
Manion visited us in the office several 
) times. Dallas is beginning to seem more 


like home now that the heat has 
passed. In fact Elaine seemed anxious 
to go back. Maybe it was just because 
| Lt. Manion is there. ... Richard Spohn 
ispent a few days of his vacation in 
Iowa. Having driven there, the Spohn 
car is seeing very little action these 
days prior to a new set of gas cou- 
pons! ... Carl Ahl and Bob Ross have 
licked the coal shortage, it says here! 
It seems the boys have really been 
sawing wood—-and we don’t mean the 
kind one would generally think of in 
connection with Carl and Bob! Every 
Saturday and Sunday finds the boys 
“up a tree” trying to either knock it 
over, saw it off, or pull it out by the 
roots! ’Tis rumored that the ‘‘Ahl-Ross’”’ 
woodpile is beginning to resemble one 
of the Egyptian pyramids! In case any 
of you have suddenly lost your old 
oak tree from the front yard, or if any 
of the Company’s poles have been dis- 
appearing, it might be well to find out 
the location of this famous woodpile 
and conduct an investigation. The boys 


. 
Nee eee eee sss... 
. 


| 

‘have grown so fond of their tree-chop- 
ping that they are considering doing it 
all week and working here on Satur- 
days and Sunday! ‘Axe Packin’ Pop- 
pas,’ they call ’em! 


Construction Department 
Vera Baade, Associate Editor 


We wish to welcome Mrs. Lela Pierce, 
a stenographer, to our department. She 
was employed September 16 to fill the 
vacancy created by the resignation of 
Donna Belle Whalen. Mrs. Lela Pierce 
was, prior to her marriage, October 10, 
1943, to Donald N. Pierce, Miss Lela 
Lyne, daughter of J. L. Lyne in the en- 
gineering department. A picnic 
supper at Antelope park September 14 
was enjoyed immensely by the girls of 
the supply and construction depart- 
ments. The occasion was Miss Whalen’s 
departure. ... We are happy to report 
that Clyde W. Boyles is home recover- 
ing from his recent operation. He is 
progressing rapidly and we hope to see 
him back with us before long. : 
George W. Hansen’s son, Wesley, is 
spending a month's furlough at home 
after which he will report back to 
Waco, Texas. Leslie, George’s other 
son, is at present stationed at Mission, 
Texas where he is completing his ad- 
vanced training in the Army Air Corps. 
Cpl. Dean D. Boling, just recently com- 
pleted a fourteen day furlough at the 
home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. C. 
Boling. He graduated from A. & M. 
school in Sheppard Field, Texas where 
he was on the honor roll, being one of 
the sixteen highest in scholarship. He 
is now an inspector at Randolph Field, 
Texas. . Paul Schmeltzer, Herman 
Studier and Robert Clifford have been 
spending some of their spare hours 
pheasant hunting. Vacations are still 
in progress among our employees. Ear] 
J. Eichenour is vacationing at his home 
in Exeter. Everett T. Little is husking 
corn at Johnson, Nebraska. Don W 
Utterson is visiting friends at Carlisle, 
Iowa. John M. Hobson is spending his 
leisure hours at his home in Lincoln. 
. . Dorrance T. Stearns was off duty 
from work for a few days due to a foot 
infection. .. . John D. Houston had a 
no time loss accident which was caused 
by dropping a log chain on his foot. 


Supply Department 
John Reed, Associate Editor 


Fern Lee Poska, supply office sten- 
ographer for several years, resigned 
on October 22. She is leaving Lincoln 
for an extended visit in California. 
She did not give us any definite reason 
for going there. We have our own no- 
tion as to that, though, seeing that she 
came into the posession of a swell bril- 
liant to adorn her left hand not long 
ago. Whether Lee becomes a ‘‘Mrs.”’ or 
remains a ‘‘Miss’’, we wish her the best 
of luck. ... Leland D. Rauch of Roca 
is a newcomer to the supply depart- 
ment, who is working part time while 
attending school. He started in the 
storeroom on October 29 and will work 
on the week-end watchman shifts.... 
R. J. Donaldson’s step-daughter, Mar- 
garet Lehr, left on November 4 to enter 
the Naval Training School (W.R.), 
Hunter College, Bronx, N. Y. She will 
serve with the WAVES. Homer 
; Wood took his vacation September 19 
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to October 2, spending the entire two 
weeks with relatives in Omaha. 

Fred Adkins, area manager at Sutton, 
was in the shop on October 12. Fred 
was in Lincoln at that time and thought 
he’d drop in to say ‘‘hello’”’ to the boys. 
We sure appreciate seeing you, Fred. 
...dack Mankamyer of Sutton was in 
the warehouse on October 28. Jack 
used to be in the shop some years ago, 
as we remember... . Ramona Francis 
who recently was transferred from the 
supply office to the Eastern district 
menager’s office, dropped in the ware- 
house to visit friends on the occasion 
of her vacation during the early part 
of October. We thought at first she 
wanted to look after her insect collec- 
tion, but it turned out she just wanted 
to see how the boys were getting along, 
not to mention her cronies in the sup- 
ply office. Glad you dropped in, Ra- 
mona. . Kenneth Lawrence, better 
known to his shop mates as “Sammy,” 
had a rather unfortunate experience 
early one morning recently. He was 
riding his bicycle on his way to an 
early morning assignment at the ware- 
house. It was still dark, so he did not 
see a skunk crossing his path until he 
was right on top of it and narrowly 
escaped running it down. Sammy nat- 
urally speeded up, but too late to 
escape the long range artillery and the 
odor that enveloped and clung to him. 
When the rest of the boys came into 
the .building later, they could swear 
there was a pole-cat on the premises 
and opened the windows to air the 
place. Sammy eventually had to go 
back home and change his clothes. It 
did him little good though, and it was 
a week before his food tasted right 
to him. We understand that he has 
discreetly avoided the particular street 
where he met the skunk since then. ... 
We have just heard a story about 
Ralph Culver, cable splicer’s helper, 
that we cannot resist repeating here. 
Ralph is reputed to be absent minded, 
but his recent experience beats any- 
thing he has done so far. Ralph was 
helping Carl Hedstrom on a cable splic- 
ing job near 25th and O Streets. He 
had on a pair of brand new expensive 
gloves and took them off while work- 
ing on an FX box at the location. 
Later, he drove on to another job and 
had gone several blocks when he real- 
ized that he didn’t have his gloves with 
him. He turned around and went back 
io the FX box where he thought he 
had left them but found no trace of 
them. He felt certain that someone 
must have picked them up, so later 
in the day he inserted an advertisement 
in a local newspaper requesting their 
return. He waited all the next day for 
a response to the advertisement, but 
none came. On the second day, while 
he and Carl were riding their truck 
to an assignment, Carl happened to 
look up in the top of the cab and no- 
ticed the finger tips of a pair of gloves 
showing over the edge of the sun visor 
over the windshield. He reached up 
and pulled down the sun visor, de- 
positing the missing gloves in Ralph’s 
lap to his red-faced amazement! Ralph 
is having a tough time explaining why 
he advertised the loss of gloves that 
had been right under (or rather over) 
his nose all the time! 


a, 


1. Ramona Francis, recently transferred from the supply department office to the Eastern district manager’s office, in Lincoln. Miss 


Francis is also our new associate editor for the Eastern district, and a mighty good one, too. 


2. The “passing of a pioneer” is pictured 


here! Jack Little and Junior Thomas, of the construction department, are seen sawing down the famous old pine tree which stood at 
the northwest corner of the Geneva office—stood there until August 31, to be exact. The old tree occupied a big place in the affections 
of our Geneva employees, and there were many expressions of regret as it came down. Area Manager Charley Crew counted the rings 
and declares there were 52. 3. Virginia.Barnard, valued employee in the revenue accounting section, Lincoln. 4. To prove that she has 


steady nerve, Emma Lee King, Humboldt operator, does a bit of relaxing in a cemetery! 
month’s “News” as the successor to Marie Murphy, cashier at Tecumseh. 


5. We present Ellen Murphy, mentioned in last 
6. Toothpaste manufacturers should grab these charming 


gals in order to use their smiles in their advertisements! You are looking at “Pat” Flynn and Dorothy Johnson, of the printing service 
unit, accounting department, Lincoln. 7 We take great pleasure in presenting here the first picture we’ve been able to secure of Betty 


Hager, the very competent stenographer in the district office at Hastings. 


She is also our very competent associate editor for the 


Western district, as you can see for yourself when you read her column. 8. Meet Marilyn Behrns, new cashier at David City. She is a 
sister of William Behrns, plant employee who is now serving with the armed forces and whose picture also appears in this issue. 


Personalities in the Month's News 


- 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, Associate Editor 

When the lights come on again all 
over the world we hope somebody will 
do something about the dim out in 
Walroth’s head. A couple of weeks 
ago somebody that he thought was Milt 
Metcalf called him and asked how he 
would go about getting a stock of what 
Walroth thought was scratch pads. Now 
George thinks Milt is a right guy and 
all that, but he couldn’t see why he 
couldn’t order his own scratch pads so 
he referred him to Wes Westerhoff in 
the supply department. So the man 
called and startled Wes out of his usual 
calm equilibrium for the rest of the 
day. It developed that the man wasn’t 
Metcalf, he was the credit manager of 
a prominent Lincoln department store. 
and it wasn’t scratch pads he wanted, 
it was a pamphlet on correct telephone 
usage. Outside of these minor details 
Walroth had everything Straight. 
Fielding Woods, the only man on the 
eastern seaboard who doesn’t know 
that there is a laundry problem, may 
have his faults although we would be 
among the last to say so. However, if 
he has faults, one of them definitely is 
not any sense of shyness when there 
is a camera around. He recently sent 
us a picture of his office group and 
as usual had himself plopped squarely 
in the middle where nobody could miss 
him. Also as usual, he had that Silly 
grin on his pan and his teeth stood out 
like a New England sunrise through a 
picket fence. We thought the group 
didn’t look particularly happy. May- 
be it was because Woods still had on 
the same old suit he wore ten years 
ago when he was here. ... We com- 
mented last month to the effect that it 
hadn’t taken the Army long to get 
Cleveland sized up and apparently we 
were right. He received his first pay 
check after soldiering for about three 
weeks. It was in the amount of ex- 
actly seven cents or around a third of 
a cent a day. Which is quite a lot for 
the Army to put out but we feel Cleve- 
land is worth it. . .. Fall vacationers 
include K. B. Cary, district commercial 
manager, who traveled to Georgia to 
visit this daughter and family; Ruth 
Clark who visited her sister in Chicago 
and who wrote us a letter; Jean Beck 
who visited her family in Seward and 
we don’t recall getting any mail: Verna 
Alexander and Viola Graham who 
visited their folks! Evelyn Pruss who 
left for parts unknown and Oscar 
Wohlberg who did some more recuper- 
ating at home... . Lee Schlentz, being 
the rugged he-man type, decided to 
wait and take his vacation when it was 
cold so he could inhale the crisp air 
and pound on his chest with his bare 
finger tips. Of course we don’t have 
any proof of this, we are only taking 
Schlentz’s word for it. He claims he 
is a rugged he-man because he has 
a military body. And we wouldn’t dis- 
pute that because one quick look from 
the side would convince anybody that 
everything has gone to the front.... 
Betty Roeder went to Little Ol’ New 
York for her day of rest. She got there 
just in time to see the Normandie 
salvaged and turned over to the Navy. 
Of course the salvage company being 
out of a job then considered the pos- 
sibility of salvaging Betty. They spent 
two years on the Normandie but they 
decided not to tackle Betty because 
they only had a ten year contract... . 
Somebody was telling us that the 
Army is going to start up a _ horse- 
cavalry unit here. That should have 
at least one good effect in that it will 
raise Lincoln from the proverbial one- 
hoss town status. However, it seems to 
be having other results, too. Ever since 
the news got around we have noticed 
that Gen McMeen and Bette Rathburn 
have been wearing veils and we don’t 
know why that is. Parsons claims it’s 
because they want to keep their faces 
covered up for fear somebody will 
walk up and slap a halter on them. 
Come to think of it, Myrtle Hiner has 
been wearing a veil around lately too! 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

Vacations and more vacations. Mil- 
ton Metcalf seemed to have had the 
most exciting experience when vaca- 
tioning at home. One day while he 
was busy plowing on the “East 40”, 
he heard a feminine voice nearby call- 
ing for help. Immediately ‘“Met” 
grabbed a stick and rushed to aid the 
lady, ready to combat with the “mon- 
ster’? who was molesting her. The 
“monster” was a bull snake neatly 
coiled, spitting out his protest. “Met” 
sparred around with the snake until 
it finally gave in and let “Met” hit 
him on the head, then “Met” fainted. 
... G. W. Griffith spent several days 
visiting with relatives at York. He 
also did a little remodeling on his ga- 
rage. . H. M. Zimmerman vaca- 
tioned from October 10 to 23, spend- 
ing a week in Grand Island visiting 
with relatives. . J. Pugsley spent 
his vacation from October 10 to 16 just 
Staying at home. ...D. C. Travis at- 
tended the I.0.0.F. convention at Nor- 
folk during his vacation. . wi. Ce 
Miller spent part of his vacation work- 
ing around the home and the rest of 
the time pheasant hunting. He ac- 
companied E. Dougherty, H. Studier, J. 
Litzenberg and Wm. Rosenthal to 
Greeley, where they found the hunt- 
ing very good. . Harry White re- 
ports his vacation was a flop. He 
flopped around home and_ flopped 
down town, but, that was as far as 
he manged to flop. ... A. B. Smith 
spent most of his time fishing at Lake 
Manawa, in Iowa, where he caught 
a nice mess of crappies which saved 
points for four meals. ...J. E. Smith 
spent most of his vacation from Octo- 
ber 10 to 16 staying at home. ...R. M. 


Cleve] states he went hunting in 
Pierce County with E. Dulin and Roy 
Carlson and found hunting very good. 
Miss Kyckelhahn has one of her 
former operators back. None other 
than Doris Focht Schneider. Welcome 
back, D . Mrs. D. S. McCloskey 
ind daughter, Lois Ann, of Washing- 
ten, D. C. and Sgt. and Mrs. Donald 
visited with Mr. and Mrs. 
during Frank’s vacation. 
;. MeCloskey and Mrs. Christenson 
are Mr. and Mrs. Tefft’s daughters. . 
The Army and Navy were well repre- 
ec the switchroom 
nth. Frank Smith and Jack Kuchera 
in to spin a few yarns about 
Naval Training Station, 
arragut, Idaho. . . . Major Reel visited 
tne switchroom with his father-in-law, 
ii 1 st Major Reel, who is a 
rember of a heavy bomber group at 
Washington, was in Lincoln 
his wife and daughter at the 


*k, Doris. 


UCnrirstenson 


mamunte Tatty 
rank Lert 


in 


stopped 


> tha 
<2 k Lie 


ty 

‘ 
@ 
os 


er. 


ter home. . T/Sgt. Leroy C. 
Seanlon visited the switchroom while | 
home on furlough from Mountain | 
Home, Idaho. T/Sgt. Scanlon, son oi 
Mike Seanlon, switchman, is in a 
Bomber Squadron stationed near 
Mountain Home. ... W. C. Stewart re- 
ceived word from his son that he is 
now a commissioned officer in the 
Marines, and is taking schooling at 


Quantico, Virginia. 
itl Engineers at 
. W. L. Hassler reports he 
He spent 


ce 
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Virginia. .. 


wonderful vacation. 


han _ 
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a few days with his mother in Platts- | 


mouth, and did a little pheasant hunt- 
ing. The rest of the time was spent at 
home taking it easy and having a good 
rest. 
Lincoln Traffic Department 
inne Holmes, Associate Editor 
glance at last month’s 
we Lincoln traffic em- 
ready to say, “What! 


A quick 
“News” and 
ployees were 
No column?” 
ough examination of the paper 
found that the splendid contribution 
sent in by Helen Logan was located 
directly 
partment’s column. To go on with this 
ribbing might lead to bloodshed. Any- 
way, there was our column with no 
headinge—no nothing. Let’s hope we 
do better this time. (Ed. Note: 


thing can happen to us—and almost al- 


ways does! . First. we want to in- 
troduce our new girls. Lila Snyder, 
Emma Mason and Norma Dirks are 
new toll students under the direction 
of Toll Instructor Caroline Ronhovde. 
New local girls are Margaret Clark, | 
Arlene Zabel, Genevieve McCune, 


Phyllis Tschauder, and Mary McDon- 
sirls were taught local 
one at a time at the board, 


nid. These 


operating, 


thus eliminating local training classes. | 


-|to our office. 


the past | 


He previously was | 
Fort Belvoir, | 


However, upon a thor- | 
we 


under the Lincoln service de- | 


With | 
a very. red face we insist that any- | 


Nulty spent her vacation in Denver 


/and Kansas City. ... Ruth Potts visited 
'}er sister in Chicago. . . . Miss Willey 
|spent her two weeks visiting at her 
/ home in Steel City. . . . Lucille Mur- 
/ray spent a week-end in Denver, en- 
joying the mountain air. . Haitie 
| Elmshaueser spent a week-end visit- 
ing in Litchfield. . Darlene Simp- 
/son spent a few days in Omaha and 
| Wymore. . Mrs. James Buchanan, 
| the former Helen Dunn, has returned 
| Welcome back, Helen. 
... Dan Higgins took his vacation the 
latter part of September. He visited 
|friends and relatives in Lincoln and 
Omaha. . Bob Schouborg is com- 
bining his vacation with a pheasant 
hunting trip. To date we haven't had 
a report as to whether the hunting was 
/good or bad. Florence Buehler 
'spent Sunday, October 10, in Lincoln 
visiting relatives. 


| Burchard 


Linda Bartels was visiting her par- 
ents in Tecumseh over the week-ends 
of September 25 and October 9... . 
Hattie Wilcox went to Table Rock, 
October 18, for the afternoon and at- 
tended the Catholic bazaar, at Stein- 
auer, October 17. 


Crab Orchard 


Mrs. Bertha Sharp was a Crab Or- 
chard visitor September 25. 


Cook 


LaVerne Beasterfeld was on her va- 
cation the last of September. .. . Ida 
Townsend was a Lincoln visitor Sep- 
tember 23. Mrs. Townsend spent Octo- 
ber 9 in Peru visiting her daughter. 


Dawson 


_ Esther West, chief operator, was a 
_visitor in Humboldt Thursday, October 
15. She also visited her sister, Mrs. 
George Schenk. 
DeWitt 
Lucille Buss spent her two weeks 


vacation visiting relatives and friends 
in Colorado, Scottsbluffs and Omaha. 


Dorchester 


Ethlyn Jones, chief operator, is 
spending her vacation in California 
visiting her sister. . . . Grace Jack is 
working during her absence. 


Fairbury 


Waunita Childs has just returned to 
work after a brief illness. ... Martha 
| Ehlers has been ill for the past three 

weeks with a throat infection. ... 
Beryl Leslie has been home the past 
'few weeks taking care of her mother 
who was injured in a auto accident. 
| ... Jean Gill is now enjoying her va- 
cation visiting in Colorado. ... Jean 
| Lytton is spending her vacation in 
| Indiana. 


Friend 


. We're still vacationing in the op-| 


erating room. 
October 28. for a visit with her boy 


friend in Texas. Also “Southbound” 

Mrs. Medora Matthews. She will 
visit her husband at Camp Rucker, 
Alabama. Lorena Clark is back from 
a week's vacation which she spent at | 


home entertaining her fiance, brother 
and a cousin,—all servicemen home on 
furlough. Margaret Lindblad spent her 
vacation in Minden and Omaha—so far 
as we know. Dorothy Nelson spent 
her vacation at home. It seems she 
had some sort of an accident with a 
jar of tomatoes. You'll have to get 
the details from Dorothy herself. Wave 
Smith is looking happy and rested 
after a two weeks vacation. ... The 
news wouldn’t be complete without the 
listing of at least one new diamond. 
Lois Sehrader is the lucky girl this 
time. .. . It’s like pulling teeth to get 
: bit of news from the general traffic 
office. However this time we have 
discovered that A. O. Andrews just re- 
turned from his vacation. He hasn’t 
said much but no doubt he kept busy. 
We all know Andy! Too, Mrs. Bernice 
Tyson, commonly known as ‘“Buzzie,”’ 
spent the last week of her vacation 
moving to her new home on 27th and 
South streets. 


Southern District 
Gillespie, Assoctate Editor 
Auburn 


Louise Adams left Wednesday, Octo- 
ber 20, for Abilene, Texas, where she 
will be married to Lt. Lloyd Jutte.... 
Karina Jezewski, cashier, just returned 
from her two weeks vacation which 
was spent in Richmond, Virginia and 
New York City. ...James Smith, Lin- 
eoln service department, stopped in 
October 14 to visit with the old gang 
for a few minutes. . Mrs. Edith 
Parker started working in the traffic 
department, October 11. Gene 
Vineyard, who was transferred from 


Harlan 


Beatrice to Auburn on October 18, had | 
a run-in with the law on October 20. | 


Gene rented an apartment in the down- 
town district, and having no garage 
for his car, parked it out in front. The 
officers 
for a couple of days and thinking it 
was a stolen car from Gage county, 
decided to catch the thief. About 7 
p. m. the officers were in luck, be- 
eause Gene came running down the 
steps of the apartment building and 
jumped into the car to go on an errand. 
Before Gene could get the engine 
going, the car was surrounded by 
policemen with “tommy” guns. They 
pulled poor mystified Gene out and 
amid his yells of “You can’t do this to 
me,” they proved that they could. 
They waltzed him to the “jug.” Fin- 


ally Gene got across to the law that | 


he was a new telephone man in town 
and not 
eaused no end of comment. The chief 
then contacted Manager Nelson who 
informed all those concerned that 
Gene was a new telephone man in 
town and should be treated as such 
(which he had been). After 
or two of conference, the chief let 
Gene go. 
Beatrice 

It seems vacations are still the high- 

light of the season. ... Dorothy Mc- 


op | 
Velma Baade leaves 


noticed the car sitting there 


a ear thief, which of course | 


an hour | 


On September 20, the telephone force 
‘held a hamburger and watermelon 
feed at the city park. Guests were 
Edythe Higginbotham and Margaret 
| Glaser, two former employees, and 
|Mrs. Brock. . Alice Peters, chief 
cperator, returned on Sunday, October 
‘9 after visiting in MHastings with 
| friends. . . . Freda Eurich spent a day 
‘in Lincoln recently. 


Humboldt 


Evidently this must have been the 
month of vacations. Mary Meister, 
operator spent her vacation from Sep- 
tember 20 to October 4 in Lincoln visit- 
ing friends. ... Rose Fankhauser, traf- 
fic, was very patriotic and spent a 
week of her vacation at home October 
11 to October 18. ... Betty Jo Burow, 
cashier, spent a very enjoyable two 
weeks in “Sunny” California, October 
4 to October 18. ... Fred Smith, for- 
mer employee of The Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Company, now su- 
perintendent of the lIowa-Nebraska 
Light & Power District at King City, 
_Missouri, was a visitor in our office, 
| October 19... . Mr. and Mrs. E. J. 
Flowerday and family were visitors 
'in Sabetha, Kansas, October 9. 


Steinauer 


' Gladys Neugelbauger and Bridget 
Davis attended the Catholic bazaar at 
| Steinauer, October 17. 

| 


Sterling 


| Helen Wehmer returned from her 
_vaaction October 4. Mable Weyers 
spent October 16 and 17 in Adams. 


| 

| Table Rock 
| Margauerite Franks was an Omaha 
_ visitor October 16 and 17. 


Tecumseh 


Melva Wright, Eileen Horner and 
| Dorothy Osterthun are being trans- 
|ferred to the Hastings traffic depart- 
iment on September 29. Joan 
-Lempka visited at Liberty, Missouri, 
October 9 and 10... . Irby Halverstadt 
started his vacation October 16. He 
and Mrs. Halverstadt went to Ravenna 
'for a few days where Irby got in his 
share of pheasant hunting. ... Harold 
Drake spent October 16 and 17 pheas- 
ant hunting. 


Tobias 
Nata Hershey is attending the Re- 
beeca convention at Norfolk. 
Wilbur 
| Mary Helen Kozak spent a day in 


/Omaha visiting her cousin who was 
‘in the hospital. She also spent one 


|aGay in Lincoln. 


| Western District 


| 
| Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Exeter 


| Margie Grewell is taking a vacation 
and is visiting friends in Kansas City. 


| 


Geneva 


Story of the month: While working 
at the Fairmont Air Base, one of our 
/up and coming operators received a 
call from extension #128 and he re- 
ported that he was O.D. When Elmer 
| Moorhead and R. J. Weis received the 
| word, they dashed over to fix it only 
'to find that it was all a mistake and 
‘that he was Officer of the Day... . 


| 
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LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Frances Hutchens, chief operator, spent 
October 22 in Lincoln. .. . Elsie Sole 
is taking a two weeks vacation from 
her duties in the commercial office. 
. . . Eloise Bender, operator, resigned 
October 1... . Those taking their va- 
cations in the traffic department this 
month included Helen Adermann and 
Phyllis Most. . . . New operators in- 
clude June Sole, Daisy Muse, and Mae 
Messman,. ... Evelyn DuBois, opera- 
tor, resigned October 1, and plans to 
go to Oklahoma. Best of luck, Evelyn. 


Hastings Commercial Department 


It looks as though Jim Dudgeon has 
added another ‘side line’ to his pres- 
ent position by giving his favorite 
recipes to Mrs. Alma Herzog, a recent 
bride. Now don’t be a bit surprised 
to see Jim’s ‘“‘Helpful Hints to Newly- 
weds” column in the paper just any 
day or to hear a fifteen minute radio 
program by Jim... . It seems that gas 
rationing hasn’t kept anyone home yet 
as Mrs. Herzog snent the week-end of 
October 23 in Omaha with friends. 
From the reports, we gather Omaha 
is feeling the effects of her visit. ... 
Beatrice Rohrer also managed to spend 
a very enjoyable day on October 24 
in Grand Island with friends. 

Betty Hager. district stenographer, 
spent a week of her vacation from 
October 7 to 14 in Sutton and Lincoln. 


Hastings Plant Department 


During the past month, the follow- 
ing have taken their vacation: B. A. 
Isaman, Ralph Wait and Betty Hager. 
Ralph was particularly glad when 
Betty returned from her vacation. It 
seems that he had to stay pretty close 
to the office while she was gone and 
that interferred with his getting out 
to look for any stray hunting dogs. 
Incidentally, if any of you folks have 
an old moth-eaten hound you want to 
dispose of at a nice profit, just let 
Wait know about it and he’ll gladly 
pay at least $3.00 sight unseen and 
without a guarantee delivery. He is 
especially easy to convince if you hap- 
pen to have a parcel of dog medicine 
handy. . .. Sunday, October 17, saw 
the usual exodus of telephone men 
leaving town trying to look like pheas- 
ant hunters. It is said that everyone 
had their usual luck. This leaves plenty 
of room for your imagination so you 
can draw your own conclusions. At 
any rate, a lot of families beat the ra- 
tion book and had pheasant for dinner 
during the opening week of the sea- 
son. . . . During the month, we were 
glad to welcome George Keith. Our 
welcome must have lacked something, 
though, as George immediately got 
‘Doc’ Wilson and started off on an 
inspection of the dial units in the 
western district. We asked if anyone 
had any news and were told that some- 
one should at least mention Ralph 
Jack Nordheim 
had a touch of intestinal flu this 
month. We didn’t realize that Jack 
was so sick until Mrs. Nordheim in- 
formed us that she was giving Jack 
castor oil. All of our heartfelt sym- 
pathy immediately went out to Jack. 


Hastings Traffic Department 


We will start off by reporting the 
vacations of the month. Elizabeth 
Zimmerman is spending her vacation 
at her home in Blue Hill and Mar- 
garet Grosshans is at her home in Sut- 
ton. Those returning from vacations 
are Lillian Elliott, chief operator, who 
visited in Lincoln and Grand Island, 
and Mrs. Belle Meester who went to 
Portland, Oregon, to see her daughter 
and family. Marie Pearson visited 
relatives in Edison and Grainton and 
ArVera Peterson did a little pheasant 
hunting and visited a girl friend in 
Omaha, On October 25, Marie 
Pearson attended the funeral of a 
cousin at Beaver City. . . . New local 
students are Mrs. Shotzman, Marilyn 
Hayes, Irene and Betty Schleiger and 
Mrs. Arnold. Toll students are 
Jean Stafford and Marjorie Cook. ... 
Gwen McCombs had a case of mumps. 
. . Evelyn Soukup was married Sat- 
urday, October 23, to Private Melvin 
of the Harvard Army Air Base. 


Hebron 


Irma Hoffmeyer, former cashier at 
Hebron, is back in the hospital in Lin- 
coln. Irma has arthritis of the spine 
and is wearing a cast from the waist 
up. . . . Mrs. Kenneth Butler, nee 
Petty Long, and Mrs. Jerome Wilkens, 
nee Helen Yost, both former operators 
in the Hebron office, are back helping 
out while their husbands are in the 
armed forces. . Ida Witte is re- 
placing Charlotte Lesher, who moved 
to California with her parents. ...H. 
G. Taedter and G. T. Jones have both 
taken their vacations this month. Mr. 
Taedter spent his vacation at home. 
Mr. Jones went to Fort Collins, Colo- 
rado, for a week and spent the rest at 
home. ... Cupid visited our office this 
month. Rosie Stierwalt became the 
bride of Corporal Desmond James on 
October 8. Corporal James is stationed 
at Harvard. 


Ohiowa 


Mrs. Evelyn Sorenson Heater is a 
new operator at the Ohiowa exchange. 
She was formerly employed at Su- 
perior. 


Osceola 


Alethea Lewis, operator, enjoyed the 
second week of her vacation beginning 
October 18, and spent the time at 
home. ... T. R. DeWolf also enjoyed 
a week of his vacation during October 
and tried his luck with the pheasants. 


Polk 


Arlene Wright spent October 7 in 
Columbus. She was accompanied by 
her brother, Merlin, who departed for 
his naval station in Detroit after hav- 
ing visited with his sister in Polk 
for several days. ... Loneta and Clara 
Anderson were Grand Island visitors 
October 9, and Arlene Wright spent 
the same day in York. . 
Anderson made a flying trip to Madi- 
son, Wisconsin, over the week-end of 
October 23 to visit her sailor friend. 


Shickley 


Eva Kapke and her father spent the 
week-end of October 24 in Seward and 
Lincoln visiting relatives. ... Mrs. Ella 
Blendeman, aunt of Eva Kapke, visited 
in Shickley during October. ... Clara 
Mae Johnson, a high school senior, 
is helping out on Saturday and Sunday 
at the Shickley exchange. 


Stromsburg 


“Smick’”’ Williams vacationed two 
weeks during October and is still be- 
moaning the fact that the world series 
ended so soon in favor of the wrong 
team. 

Superior 


Marguerite Buckles is visiting her 
sisters in Idaho. ... Nellie Jacobitz re- 
signed and has left for California to 
make her home. ... Helen Reno also 
resigned and plans to live in Denver. 
. . . Mary Ann Hudson is a new local 
student and Wilma Smith and Fern 
Nelson are toll students... . “Shrimp” 
Whitney is taking two weeks to get 
himself some birds. . . . Madeline 
Troudt is confined to the hospital. We 
hope she will be back soon. 


Sutton 


Vacations are definitely the high- 
light of this month’s news. Jack Man- 
kamyer and Fred Adkins have been 
setting in a bit of pheasant hunting 
during their vacations. . . . Catherine 
Kahm .spent her vacation visiting in 
Lincoln and Holdrege. Edith 
Schleiger, chief operator, just left on 
her vacation so we don’t know for sure 
how she is spending it. ... The com- 
mercial girls have named Jack Manka- 


myer “Petunia.” There is no special 
reason for it except that Jack does 
not like it. 


York 


Vacations still seem to be the main 
topic in the news this month. Hattie 
Marquardt. Jean Harter, and Lela Wat- 
son complete the October list of vaca- 
tioners and each spent most of her 
time at home. ... We welcome Jessie 
Johnson and Wreatha Rystrom as our 
new local operators with Colette 
Jokerst as their insructress. ... June 
Fischer and Ardith Mason are learning 
toll under the instruction of Edna 
Pflughaupt. ... Mary Pittman is wear- 
ing a bright smile on her face and a 
sparkler on the third finger, left hand. 

. . June Fischer was having trouble 
hearing over her headset the other 


day. She began working frantically, 
adjusting cords, pushing plugs. “I just 
can’t hear you,” she told Edna 
Pflughaupt, her’ instructress. Miss 


Pflughaupt inquired if she was con- 
nected with the switchboard which she 
was and also began to push buttons, 
check order wires and searching for 
the missing link of the two-way con- 
version. ‘‘Hello’s’’ and ‘‘Can you hear 
me now” began getting louder and 
louder until finally Miss Pflughaupt 
looked fully at June and found out she 
didn’t have her headset on. June, by 
the way, was just recently married to 
Sgt. Carl Fischer of the Fairmont Air 
Base which might be the answer to the 
headset trouble. ... The traffic, com- 
mercial and plant departments got to- 
gether on one of those rare occasions 
to give our ex-Chief Operator, Minnie 
Metcalf, and our local operator, Shir- 
ley Salyard, a big send off to their 
new careers. Miss Metcalf is to be 
traveling instructress and Miss Salyard 
is to take over the duties of cashier at 
the J. C. Penney Co. Coffee and 
doughnuts were enjoyed at the fare- 
well and ace cameraman George 
Mehuron took a few candid shots of 
the departing two. Miss Metcalf was 
presented with a pen and Miss Salyard 
a housecoat. . We caught up on 
George Mehuron the other day. He 
was drinking chocolate milk instead 
ot his daily cups of coffee. The reason 
for that is that he likes calcium... . 
Pheasant season opened with a bang. 
Reports have been pretty favorable as 
io shooting the birds, the only trouble 
being in finding enough shells. George 
Mehuron had a half box which was 
either distributed by auction or the 
prize fighting method, you know “the 
Winnah,”’ but however it was, in the 
shuffle Glen Stuart came out on top 
with the shells. 


Employees Still 


“Go” For Vitamins 


ESPITE all the sarcastic 

remarks which the “News” 
editor has made in past is- 
sues on the subject of vitamin 
capsules, and their alleged 
worth as cold preventives, our 
employees keep right on buy- 
ing huge quantities of them 
through the Company. Which 
just goes to show how little 
influence we have. Which is 
no surprise to us! But it may 
be that we are making a little 
headway after all, because it 
doesn’t appear that as many 
capsules will be purchased 
this fall as in 1942. The record 
reads that employees guzzled 
24,300 of those never-to-be- 
forgotten “cold pills” of the 
vintage of 1940; 89,600 vitamin 
capsules in 1941; 126,000 of the 
same in 1942—while no more 
than 90,000 of them will be 
sold this year if present fig- 
ures of sales are any guide. 
“Fewer capsules, fewer colds” 


. Loneta is the slogan of the “News” 
editor — and he is ready to 
|come out now with a predic- 


[tion that there will be fewer 


es Sn Oo -—-- "  “——_ OOOO Sara OO rom ->:— - 2r''O010V01U0"01lR—— —-“- (j78§€—~ —ooqoaaq—eqqe—e oe io 


colds in Company circles dur- 
ing the coming winter. Which 
prediction, he is equally ready 
to admit, will probably land 
him in on General Manager 
Agee’s famous “prayer rug” 
shortly after this issue is out! 


Operators Get Nice 


Boost at Harvard Base 


RECENT issue of the 
44 “Harvard Accent,” a mime- 
ographed news sheet pub- 
lished at the Harvard Air 
Base, carried a nice pat on the 
back for the telephone opera- 
tors at the Base, from the pen 
of Lieut. A. W. Hamrick. We} 
reproduce it below: 

“The operator is one of the key 
employees at this Base. She 
doesn’t pilot a plane; she is not a | 
navigator or bombardier. She sits | 
at the switchboard all day and 
listens to every person’s voice | 
who uses the telephone. She could 
probably write a book on tele- 
phone personalities which would 
make us all laugh. Day in and 
day out it is ‘Number please,’ 
‘Sorry sir, line is busy,’ ‘No one 
answers, sir.’ To most of us that 
would be very monotonous work, 
but she performs her duty very 
patiently. Sometimes when the 
traffic is heavy, and she is moving 
her hands more rapidly than most 
of us could, she hears an un- 
pleasant voice say: ‘WAKE UP! 
I WANT SO AND SO!’ When this 
happens it isn’t hurting the op- 
erator, and it isn’t improving op- 
erations. It is advertising the per- 
son’s disposition. The operator is 
the connecting link of all units on 
this Base. When she says ‘num- 
ber please’ it is her duty to insert 
the cord into the proper jack. She 
is the navigator of all telephone 
communication channels on this 
Base. She is performing just as 
essential a job as the pilot. We 
can all help operations by know- 
ing the number we want to call 
and having a courteous telephone 
personality.” 
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General Office 
Building Gets Painted 


i lager west side of the general 
office building, in Lincoln, 
has had its “face lifted!” Hav- 
ing, since its erection in 1913, 
presented a more or less un- 
attractive red brick face to 
passersby coming from the 
west on M street, it was de- 
cided by the management 
that the present was as good 
a time as any to cover the red 
bricks with several coats of 
cream-colored paint — thus 
matching remarkably well 
the cream face-brick of the 
south and east sides. When 
the building was erected, the 
west side was hidden to some 
extent by a large two-story 
house. This was torn down 
during the middle ’30’s. A 
large sign will be painted on 
the west side of the building 
in the near future. 


November, 1943 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files, 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


The war has ended. That it was 
to be won was inevitable through 
the growing might of the Ameri- 
can Army. Only half of the two 
million men in France had been 
thrown into the conflict when the 
German Army cracked. The Ger- 
man Empire is now beaten to its 
knees. 


On the home front the ravages 
of the “flu” have made serious 
inroads into the ranks of war 
workers. Most of the exchange 
items in the November “Tele- 


phone News” are concerned with . 


the reporting of employee ex- 


periences with this mysterious’ 


and deadly epidemic. 


Work of rebuilding the outside 
plant at Fairbury has begun. The 
construction crews are setting the 
poles, the new switchboard has 
arrived and the new building will 
soon be ready for the inside fin- 
ishers. 

A letter from Harry G. White, 
now stationed at Fort Winfield 
Scott, San Francisco, tells that he 
is now getting some experience 
with coast artillery but will soon 
return to radio work. 


Names in the month’s news: 
Walter Rabb, Carl Hedstrom, 
Harold Cunningham, Lou Ander- 
son, J. C. Gear, C. G. Bennett, F. 
S. Holmes, Raymond Mattison, 
Jr., H. A. Seamark, Ed. Dorland, 
Charles Crew, Ruth Ann Beach, 
Bertha Morley, Carrie Rassmus- 
sen. 

Fifteen Years Ago 


Announcement is made of the 
new Life insurance plan for em- 
ployees, whereby group insur- 
ance, at. greatly reduced cost is 
now available under the payroll 
deduction plan. 


R. H. Stebbings of Abilene, 
Kansas, has been employed in the 
Lincoln commercial department. 
Mr. Stebbings, until joining our 
Company, attended the Kansas 
State Agricultural College. 


Robert Donaldson, shopman at 
Lincoln, vacationed on a farm in 
western Kansas recently. Though 
not of rural background, Bob got 
a great “kick” out of the country 
dances and became so proficient 
that he introduced a few steps of 
his own into the ‘“hoe-down” 
ritual. 


Names in the month’s news: . 


Wilma McIntire, Ed Dulin, W. C. 
Lant, Lillian Bader, O. P. Knee, 
Alma: Shearon, Earl Rosker, Milo 
Caslasky, R. M. Cleveland, Alex 


Pauley, L. P. Schlentz, Frank Mc-: 


Dowell, H. Studier, Harry Moss, 
Walter Knudson. 


Ten Years Ago 


M. C. Gardner, combinationman 
at Nebraska City has made a fine 


record in saving stations, collect- . 


ing rentals and obtaining settle- 
ments of final bills during these 
depression days. However, in ex- 
change for marking “paid” to the 
account, he has taken, in lieu of 
cash, the following heterogeneous 
array: 50 bushels of potatoes, 30 
chickens, 1 cow, 1 calf, 5 hogs, 1 
pitchfork, 1 hoe, 1 tile spade, 1 
tow chain, 1 pinch bar and 20 
bushels of corn. 


District and Area 


Gain or Loss 


Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


for Since 
October, 1943 January, 1943 
CENTRAL DISTRICT. ................ 105 990 
EASTERN DISTRICT— é 
PI BVIC GOT eet arcs te 4 55 
Nebraska City occas Bo sccs 8 100 
Platismouth 22.00.5255 63... 15 180 
RO WA Clee oe ce 12 137 
WV INO store cee en As —7 —140 
dE.) 2 A Satan a Ce a Ee 32 332 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT— 
UDOT Go 1 63 
BRCAUEICGs hee hee one ennui 207 
ES AU OY coe et owiee coand 9 124 
DOCUINBE Is cere hore tt cietccclvi ces 64 
WU TEDOT 22 ara oe oases 3 72 
LOUAl Geo eae ee a ee 13 530 
WESTERN DISTRICT— 
GENCVAl S24 See tne. 31 658 
FASTIN ES: Seer each 32 | 252 
TIEDPON: 220 oc 8 86 
OSCCO1A. what 6 51 
DUDCLION wit eles. hla a 5 88 
SEG 15 0) 6 Wagener fy AP 8 252 
OE eee te eee 15 176 
TOGA Padca ote tio ae eee 105 1,563 
PPObAL “ekete ect he cee ee eee eee 255 3,415 
Total Company stations as of October 31, 1943............ 69,879 
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War Bonds For 

Fighting Employees 
Company Makes Additional | 

Christmas Gift To All 


Employees In The Military 
Service. 


| 
| 
| 
| 

N addition to the fine Christ- 

mas box which was sent to 
all employees in the armed) 
forces some time ago — and 
which was described in detail | 
in the November “News’—the 
Board of Directors has author- 
ized the purchase of one $25 
War Bond for each employee 
who is now in the military 
service, as an extra-special 
Christmas gift. 

This thoughtful action, com- 
ng as it does after numerous 
other expressions of the Com- 
pany’s pride in its ighting em- 
ployees, is another evidence of 
our desire to try to make up 
to them, insofar as is possible, 
for the sacrifices they are 
making to defend the things 
we all hold dear. 

Letters, signed by General 
Manager J. H. Agee, went out 
on November 29 to each em- 
ployee in the service, an- 
nouncing the additional 
Christmas gift and asking for 
instructions as to the name or 
names in which the bonds are 
to be issued, and for directions 
as to where they are to be 
sent. 
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his letter, Mr. Agee 
pointed out that, due to war 
business, the Company has ex- 
perienced a reasonably pros- 
perous year, that we have in- 
ereased wages within the 
limits provided by the War 
Labor Board, and have main- | 
tained telephone service at as 
high a standard as war condi- 


tions will permit. | 


| 
In 
| 
The “News” Hears 


From Former Employees 


HE “News” recently re-) 

ceived a most welcome let-. 
ter from M. H. “Dick” Mor-. 
gan, former manager at Syra-| 
cuse, who is now located at| 
Whittier, Calif. He thanks us | 
for sending him the “News” | 
each month and states that he, 
finds that it keeps him in rea-| 
sonably close touch with most 
of his old friends. 
lates that he is enjoying his 


telephone work, and that he || 


likes the California climate 
very much. He declares that 
he is now ready to turn over) 
his title as “corn picking 
champ” to some other worthy 
employee and, according to, 
the Syracuse notes in this is-| 
sue, Manager Chet Ager has. 
already taken over the crown. | 
Dick tells the sad news of the. 
death of his brother, Beryl, | 
who was killed in Italy on) 
September 25. All telephone 
employees will join the 
“News” in expressing sincere 
sympathy to Dick. 

We are also in receipt of an 
interesting letter from Chet 
Baidwin, former manager at 
Humboldt, and now commer- 
cial manager for the telephone 
company at Downey, Calif. 
He tells us that the Baldwins 
read every item in the “News” 
and that they are still “L. T. & 
T. folks” at heart. They re- 
eently purchased a home at 
339 East 6th street, in Downey, 
and they will appreciate see- 
ing or hearing from their 
many Company friends. 


Dick re-! jj 
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mas with them. 


Merry Christmas! 


HE celebration of the birth of Christ marks approval of the only doctrine 

under which mankind can dwell in peace and harmony on earth. In large 
measure the constitutions of this republic rest upon that doctrine. In no small meas- 
ure are we, in the common endeavor of this business, engaged in its furtherance: 
in a world of neighbors, strife will be eclipsed. Let us then recall our good for- 
tune to live in this land, to engage in this good work. Let us give forthright 
expression to the renewal of our trust in the promise of the message of Christ- 


“And on Earth Peace—Good Will Toward Men.’’ 


The vital quality of Christmas is spiritual, its essence memory. 
not a time to deny Christmas its values, its customs, or its recollections. 
when the forces of evil are still at loose, when the earth trembles under the 
shock of contending armies, with homes shattered and families scattered to the 
far places, men and women of good-will everywhere find greater than ever in- 
spiration in the spirit of Christmas. 


Though our sons, our brothers, our husbands, be far away, let us keep Christ- 
Its spirit transcends place and space. If memory of other Christ- 
mases arises to dim the joy for us at home, we can fill our hearts and hands with 
Christmas joy for those who stand in need close by, as we would have others do for 
those we miss at our own firesides. 


And you who are away from home this Christmas time, serving your Country, 
upholding our right to keep our Christmases in better years to come, should know 
that we have hung the holly and lighted the lamps—in high regard, in deep appre- 
ciation, our hearts and hopes are with you. 


Thus now, as always, the Telephone Company extends to its people, at home 
and elsewhere, an expression of its best wishes to them and their families, for their 
faithful service to their Company and to their Country. May your Christmas be 
joyful and the New Year happier. 


So this is 
Today, 


aS 


Re 


Frank H. Woods 


President 


Howard Stroup 


Writes From Africa 


HE “News” is happy to be 
4 able to give its readers a 
very interesting letter from 
. Cpl. Howard 
Stroup, of the 
Lincoln serv- 
ice depart- 
ment. Howard 
is one of our 
most popular 
and capable 
employees, 
and he has 
been in an ob- 
servation bat- 
talion of Field 
Artillery since January, 1942. 
He has been on foreign duty 
since August, 1943. 


Somewhere in North Africa 
October 24, 1943 
Dear “Gang”: 

I’ve received several letters 
since my arrival here and have 
been intending to write for some 
time but I have been very much 
on the jump ever since leaving 
the States. 

I’ve had quite a tour of north- 


Howard Stroup 


ern Africa, visiting Oran, Bizerte, 


Tunis and ancient Carthage. Oran 


is built on the side of a mountain. 


It is an old town and very dirty. 


The food is terrible and filthy and 


one has to watch it closely or 
there may be regrets. 


There is only one street car line, | 
a crude affair in the main section ! 


of the town, but there are all sorts 
and kinds of people to make up 
the inhabitants. Most of them are 
Arabs, and we have learned to 
watch them closely, for they will 
slug a lone soldier for what they 
can find in his pockets. They 
know that the American boys all 
carry what the Arabian considers 
to be a sizeable sum of money. A 
couple of our boys were slugged 
and robbed while we were there. 
We go to town by twos and groups 
for our own protection. 

Bizerte was quite a city. You 
have heard how the place was 
bombed during the late campaign 
—and this is certainly all true. It 
was actually flattened to the 
ground. Only a few natives are 
still living there now. 

Tunis was bombed but very 
| little and those points are being 
rebuilt now. The town is over- 
run by English soldiers and the 
population is made up mostly of 
French and Italian civilians. They 
are better than the Arabs in their 
treatment to us although they, 
too, hold us up in everything we 
buy. I ate dinner there and found 
that doughnuts were ten cents 
'each; a cookie with jam in the 
center, fourteen cents. For fifty 
cents I got a small slice of liver- 
wurst, a bit of onion and three 
‘small slices of tomato ...I could 
'have eaten three of those meals 
and still been hungry. 

The people here drink very 
little water. They have vino 
| (wine). One has to be careful in 
quenching the thirst, for a little 
of this goes a long way. The 

See “HOWARD STROUP” 

Page 2, Col. 3 


Mutual Benefit 


Pays Four Claims 


= Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association paid 
four claims to members for 
hospitalization and surgery 
during November. The follow- 
ing received payments: Mrs. 
Madeline Troudt, plant-traffic, 
Superior, $10; M. W. Franklin, 
accounting department, Lin- 
coln, $25; H. C. Cunningham, 


Badges Denote 
supply department, Lincoln, 


“Essential Industry” 


fi se Company has secured 
a small supply of neat red, 
white and blue badges for dis- 
tribution to 
those em- 
ployees who 
show interest 
in wearing 
them for the 


badge, which 
we illustrate 
here, carries no printed mes- 
sage of any kind, the reason 
being that it is designed to 
draw questions about its pur- 
pose from observers — ques- 
tions which will enable em- 
ployees to point out the essen- 
tial nature of our industry in 
its relationship to the war. 
Bell System companies, origi- 
nators of the badge, declare 
that its use gives employees 
a definite feeling of worth- 
while participation in the war 
effort. Our Company has 
distributed its small initial 
supply of the badges and, if 
employees generally show an 
interest in wearing them, 
more will be purchased. If 


$126; L. P. Livingston, service 
department, Lincoln, $8. 


Parsons Undergoes 


Successful Operation 


. C. PARSONS, commercial 

representative in the Lin- 
coln business office, under- 
went an operation on Novem- 
ber 16 for the removal of a 
lipoma from his forehead. The 
operation was very successful, 
and the ‘News’ is happy to re- 
port that Mr. Parsons was 
back on the job within a re- 
markably short time after go- 
ing to the hospital. 


Hilda Wallengren, chief op- 
erator at Plattsmouth, was 
married on November 6 at 
the First Methodist church. 
She is 
Johanns. 


now Mrs. Hilda 


Number 12 


SOLDIERS PARENTS 
ARE TO BE HONORED 


Company Will Hold “Get 
Together” Honoring 
Employee Parents of 
Fighting Men and Women, 


N informal “Get Together,” 
planned for the purpose of 
honoring all employees who 
are parents of men and wom- 
en in the armed forces, will be 
sponsored by the Central dis- 
trict at the Hotel Cornhusker, 
in Lincoln, on Thursday eve- 
ning, December 30, at 7:30 
p. m. 


Invitations requesting the 
presence of the honor guests 
are now in the process of dis- 
tribution. All other employees 
and their wives or husbands, 
in Lincoln and throughout the 
territory, are cordially invited 
to attend. ‘It will not be pos- 
sible to accommodate children 
and it is not felt, in any event, 
that a party of this type would 
be of interest to them. A\l- 
though the Central district is 
sponsoring the party, territory 
employees who have the gaso- 
line—or can make good train 
or bus connections—are cor- 
dially invited to attend. They 
will be welcomed with open 
arms. 


The informality of the gath- 
ering is being stressed. A 
program of moderate length 
honoring the special guests is 
being planned, after which re-- 
freshments consisting of sand- 
wiches, coffee, ice cream and 
cake will be served. There 
will be no long speeches or 
“shop talk,” and a _ goodly 
portion of the evening will be 
given over to the visiting and 
general goodfellowship which 
will be generated by the 
bringing together of Company 
friends who have little or 
no opportunity to see each 
other. 


As an aid to promoting the 
“get together” angle, all who 
attend are asked to write or 
print their names neatly on 
small cards, and to pin this 
identification upon themselves 
before leaving home. The 
honor guests will, in addition, 
receive special badges when 
they arrive. 


Dead Duck 
Drops on “Doc!” 


ORD comes to the “News” 
that Area Manager R. H. 


duration. The| “Doc” Ojers, of Nebraska City, 


is now combining duck hunt- 
‘ing with fishing—and very 
successfully, too. As we get 
the story, “Doc” was angling 
for bullheads a few weeks 
ago in a little pool alongside 
the Missouri. A nearby hunter 
was banging away at ducks, 
but that failed to excite “Doc” 
in the least. He merely went 
on fishing. Suddenly, a nice 
fat greenhead walloped our 
area manager smack on the 
top of his head! We under- 
stand that his hat was driven 
clear down over his eyes—and 
that he practically swallowed 
his ever-present cigar. But, 
being “Doc” Ojers and singu- 
larly immune to excitement, 
he merely pried off his hat 
and muttered: “I wonder why 
those durn fools never yell 
‘fore’ before they shoot!” 
After which, he nonchalant- . 


you are interested, pass the|ly added the duck to his string 
word along to your supervisor. | of fish. , 
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‘Cr0bb -Jalk” 


(A random review of serious and frivolous telephone facts) | 


| comes to the front once more by furnishing what looks 

to me like the month’s best story. It concerns George Sumner, 
combinationman in the Beatrice plant department, and it carries a 
warning for all of us—a warning against taking our radio weather 
reports too seriously until we are certain of their source. George, it 
seems, arose early on one of those balmy November mornings which | 
astonished all of us this year. As has been his habit for many years, | 
he turned on his radio to get an early weather report. The booming | 
voice of an announcer chilled him with the following prediction: | 
“Much colder today, with snow and strong, shifting winds. A cold | 
wave is moving in and the temperature by noon will drop to zero or 
below!” George, who was scheduled to trim trees during the day, 
shuddered violently and said to his wife: “Great gosh, mama, I’ve 
got to wear a lot of clothes and stuff like that there today. Dig out 
for me my red flannel ‘longies’ and two wool shirts and three pairs 
of wool sox and two pairs of pants. I'll also need my sheepskin coat, 
my galoshes and my fur cap with the ear-muffs.” Well, the little 
woman came through as per instructions and George tottered off to 
work through the warm darkness — looking very much like Admiral 
Peary on the morning that famous gentleman discovered the North 
Pole. All he needed was a team of dogs and a couple of sourdoughs | 
to holler ‘““Mush! Mush!” and he would have been ready to head an | 
Arctic expedition of his own. The other plant boys had quite a time 
figuring out who he was when he arrived at the basement door of 
the Beatrice building. And, after they found out, they refused to let 
him in because it was pretty warm in the basement and George was 
already beginning to get a mite “gamey.” So he took a pickup truck 
and drove away to his tree trimming job, secure in his advance 
knowledge of the weather’s pranks, and snorting his scorn for his 
unappreciative mates. The sun on this morning arose in all its splen- 
dor and, as the day wore on, it settled into one of those Indian sum- 
mer affairs that are the pride and the glory of the prairie country. 
George, hard at work on the trees, began to run down into his own 
shoes — but he refused, for hours, to remove his surplus clothing. He 
expected that, at any minute, the weatherman would make good and 
would start booming a frigid blast out of the warm and peaceful sky. 
His red flannels itched like sin and he was making a mess of his 
tree trimming because he had to stop constantly to scratch. Finally, 
around noon, he gave up and started shedding clothes. Reports about 
this began to drift into our Beatrice office by mid-afternoon. Reports 
about a wild man, all attired in flaming crimson, who was swinging 
from limb to limb of the trees along a Gage county road—a wild 
man who hacked violently at the inoffensive branches while using 
language that caused the bark to peel right off the trees. When 
George arrived at home that evening he was very, very unhappy. 
“Vd like to beat the ears off that radio announcer,” he snarled. “There 
ought to be a dadblasted law against radio announcers — and radios. 
In fact, ’m going to kick that dadburned contraption into a pile of 
junk right now!” But his wife was equal to the occasion. ‘Why, you 
big lunkhead,” she said, fetching him a clout on the conk with a 
piece of stove wood, “if you hadn’t been so near asleep when you got 
up this morning you’d have watched where you were dialing. After 
you left, I found out that you had tuned in a station in northern 
Canada!” 


Last year at this time, and in this space, mention was made that 
we were approaching our second “‘war Christmas” in World War II. It 
was pointed out that it would be a more cheerful Christmas than the 
one we celebrated shortly after Pearl Harbor. Most of the doubts 
and indecisions which had clouded the Christmas of 1941, we de- 
clared, had been “blown away by the brisk breezes of Allied suc- 
cess.” The myth of German invincibility had been shattered in Russia. 
A vast invasion of Africa had taken place, and Japanese advances 
had, at last, been permanently checked. Now, as we approach our 
third “war Christmas,” we know that we have again traveled a 
tremendous distance along the road to complete and crushing victory 
over barbarous aggression. The Allied weight of productive and mili- 
tary skill has become so overwhelmingly preponderant that the ag- 
gressors now fight only to stave off the moment of a defeat without 
parallel in history. We now know the certainty of victory — the vic- 
tory that in 1941 seemed certain only to those of us who never 
wavered in our belief in the eventual triumph of free men over the 
dark power of black-hearted little men who lusted to set back the 
clock of human decency a thousand years. With the certainty of vic- 
tory there now come thoughts of the sobering responsibilities of 
peace — responsibilities free men must assume to make the kind 
of peace that the blood of our honored dead has given us an oppor- 
tunity to make. If we fumble this time — if we give heed to the forces 
that would again carry us back to the deadly isolationism which fol- 
lowed World War I— we are not likely ever to get another oppor- 
tunity. On this score, a great English newspaper recently printed 
words that should ring ceaselessly in our ears: 


“The dead in war are terribly at the mercy of the living. If 
Greece had failed after Marathon, the Spartans who fell there would 
not have been remembered ever since as models of staunchness in 
extremity. They would have passed out of sight and mind as com- 
pletely as the hundreds of other stout parties of soldiers who have 
died hard for insignificant causes or ignoble rulers. Their real and 
everlasting monument is the use that Greece made of the chance 
which those men’s fortitude gave her.” 


We see all this so clearly now — so clearly that it does not seem 
possible that this time we can, with open eyes, mess up the future of 
our children’s children. And so, with this heartening thought in mind, 
the “News” staff offers each one of you its best wishes and its sincere 
belief that this will be our last “war Christmas” — and that it will be 
the forerunner of long and golden years of “peace on earth, good will 
toward men!” —N. O. 
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stores of Tunis are neat and clean. 
Most people travel in two-wheel 
horse-drawn carriages and the 
taxis are four-wheel carriages 
such as were used in America in 
the olden days. A tour of the 
town costs two dollars. 


About ten miles from Tunis, lies 
the ruins of ancient Carthage, 
whose history is found in all of 
our school books. There is a large 
museum there. I found it all very 
interesting. 

I have been receiving the Tele- 
phone News regularly and enjoy 
reading it. It brings back the good 
old days. It is a bit late in ar- 
riving over here, but I guess that 
is no ones’ fault. 

Well, I must close as there are 
several other letters to write— 
and I do have to get at my weekly 
washing. 

Yours truly, 


Howard. 


“Blessed Event’ 


T’S a baby girl for Mr. and 

Mrs. Harold Husing. The 
young lady made her debut on 
November 22. Mr. Husing is 
with our plant department at 
Weeping Water. Congratula- 
tions, Mr. and Mrs. Husing! 


December Service 
Anniversaries 


Thirty-Five Years 
Bertha Sharp, Beatrice. 
Thirty-One Years 
R. I. Schouborg, Beatrice. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Merrill Green, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Margie Grewell, Exeter. 
Twenty-Five Years 
L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 
Grace Walker, Bradshaw. 
Twenty-Two Years 
G. W. Albury, Lincoln. 
Twenty-One Years 
O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Edith Schleiger, Sutton; Paul R. 
Winscot, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Hazel E. Nichols, Tecumseh; L. 
C. Hutchison, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
Oscar Lewis, Richard H. Spohn, 
Carrie Williamson, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 
E. J. Schemmerhorn, Military 
Service. 
Fourteen Years 
C. E. Harp, R. R. Rauch, George 
Schwindt, Lincoln. 
Thirteen Years 
Anna Deets, Alexandria; J. E. 
Ellis, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 


L. M. Miller, Wilber; Milly 
Lane, Wymore. 

Eight Years 
Pearl E. Bishop, Fairbury; 


Bertha Sommer, Utica. 


“Happiness Ahead” 


NNOUNCEMENT has been 

made of the wedding of 
Julia Hilger to Leo Aerts of 
Brainard, which took place in 
St. Mary’s Catholic church at 
10:00 a. m. on November 23. 
Julia is an employee in the 
David City traffic department. 


Elaine Marquis announces 
her recent marriage to Billy 
Sanely. Their marriage vows 
were taken at Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. Mrs. Sanely is with our 
David City traffic department. 


The First Lutheran church 
at York was the happy scene 
of the wedding of Maxine 
Barret, chief operator at York, 
and Ensign Evan Pickrel. The 
ceremony took place on No- 
vember 3, at 8:00 o’clock. Rev. 
Ruply officiated at the cere- 
mony. A reception was held 
at the church. 
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lively and interesting with your 
help. May we depend upon it? 
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EMPLOYEES WHO ENTERED 
SERVICE DURING NOVEMBER 


KENNETH L. CHRISTENSEN, 
Lincoln Service Department. 


TOTAL EMPLOYEES IN THE 
ARMED FORCES — 112 


“HERE AND THERE” ITEMS 


During the month, address 
changes received from six of our 
employees indicate that they have 
embarked for foreign ports. The 
total of the boys who are now in 
service in the war theaters or on 
the seas is thus brought to thirty- 
one. JOHN FISCHER and 
TOMMY HEDGES, army signal 
corps men received New York 
addresses. VIRGIL GRAVES, 
CHARLES McCLURE and BOB 
STALL, navy, are riding the Pa- 
cific while JOE NOSKY, marine, 
receives his mail from the FPO, 
San Francisco. 


Pvt. WM. BURT, construction 
department, who is at present sta- 
tioned at Camp Kohler, California, 
is happy for his recent appoint- 
ment to the army air corps. Bill 
has just returned to California 


from a furlough spent at his home 


in Creighton and expects to be 
reassigned immediately. 


CLIFFORD ARMSTRONG, 
A.S., son of Mrs. Ethyl Armstrong 
of Ashland, received a V-12 ap- 
pointment and was able to have 
a few days for a visit at home 
before starting his studies at the 
University of Washington. 


A/7 WILLIAM GEAR has re- 
moved from Santa Ana, Cali- 
fornia to Lowry Field, Colorado. 
He is with the army air force 
technical school. 

Rounding out his first year in 
the army, Pvt. JACOB SAN- 
DOVAL, York plant department, 
is well on the way toward estab- 
lishing a record for touring the 
states. His circuit through the 
various processing camps_ has 
taken him to 41 states to date. He 
is now at Camp Patrick Henry, 
Virginia. He visited the boys at 
York while through on furlough 
a few weeks ago. 

High among the big moments 
of the past month was the sight 
of another letter from Pvt. 
HAROLD BRADY. In spite of the 
medal for markmanship which he 
wears upon his chest, Harold has 
often voiced the doubt that he 
would ever make a Grade A Com- 
mando, “Too much charging and 
digging and moving around,” says 
Harold in a tired voice. “And be- 
sides they won’t let a fellow talk 
for fear the enemy will hear him.” 
The army, moving in its mysteri- 
ous way, finally dropped Harold 
into a job where he can perform 
with the old-time “Civilian 


EMPLOYEES IN THE NATIO 
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Brady” efficiency; feeding paper 
into the maw of a mimeograph 
machine—the very same type of 
work he did in the years he spent 
in the printing service depart- 
ment. Harold is quite proud of be- 
ing on the squad of an unbeaten 
handball team, whose other mem- 
bers consist of a group of six-foot 
Minnesota basketball stars. 
Harold works only on the balls 
that reach the lower levels. “I 
scoot around between their legs— 
and when a ball comes down I 
get it quick and toss it up to one 
of the guys on my team. They all 
have red stripes painted around 
their knees, so I can’t go wrong. 
That way none of our boys have 
to bend over and they don’t get 
tired. We simply wear the other 
teams down.” 


Pvt. DONAVIN FRANKFORT- 
ER former member of Tom De- 
Wolf’s construction crew is now 
with the infantry regimental 
headquarters at Camp Forrest, 
Tennessee. 


A letter from Capt. HOWARD 
SPAHNLE tells of his appoint- 
ment to the Command and Gen- 
eral Staff School at Ft. Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. A captain at this 
school is more or less of a rarity, 
the bulk of the student personnel 
consisting of majors, lieutenant- 
colonels, etc. Our sincere con- 
gratulations to Howard for this 
fine achievement. 


Lt. BILL MORRIS has been 
confined to the station hospital 
at Maxwell Field, Alabama, dur- 
ing his recent siege of pneumonia. 


And from aé hospital in the 
British Isles, Sgt. RAY CHAM- 
BERS writes: “At present I’m on 
my back. Had a cyst cut out. It’s 
slowed me down to a walk. I’ve 
been in bed over a week now. 
When I get up I’m sure going to 
howl. I’m going to throw a party 
with the nurses here. There are 
three of them. Won’t that be 
something to write home about?” 


December 5th was a great day 
in the life of LESLIE G. HAN- 
SEN, as it marked the day upon 
which he received his silver wings 
and became Lt. Hansen. Leslie, 
or George, as he was called be- 
fore the army changed his name 
for him, has specialized in the 
flight of pursuit ships. The pres- 
entation was made at Moore Field, 
Texas. 


Quoting a letter from a happy 
corporal, GENE GEMMELL, who 
recently changed residence from 
Camp Campbell, Kentucky, to 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma: “I am a tank 
driver—and that’s all I can tell 
you, although I do like to talk 
about tanks. I am a corporal now 
and it really seems good to walk 
down the street with those two 
stripes on your arm.” Being a 
very much engaged young man, 
Cpl. Gemmell has nothing but 
those stripes upon his arm as he 
walks down the avenue. 


In a recent letter, Marine Cpl. 
JOSEPH C. NOSKY describes his 
meeting with Pfe. BILL HUD- 
DLESTON on an island in the 
South Pacific. He writes: ‘Yes, 
Bill came up here this afternoon 
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in search of a telephone—and of 
all the huts to pick, he chose this 
one. We hadn’t seen each other 
for nearly a year and a half, so 
it took quite a bit of intensive 
“staring” to recognize each other, 
but we did and we had quite a 
talk. I can’t explain in words how 
it feels to meet someone from 
home. It was really sweli!” 


The writer of this column re- 
tains a poignant memory of one 
incident in the furlough of the 
son, Cpl. DICK HARTLEY, who 
is a chemical laboratory tech- 
nician in a general hospital unit 
at Temple, Texas. The long walk 
up a moonlit hill with a gaso- 
line can dangling between us was 
a perfect setting for pointing out 
to the soldier son:that there’s a 
war on—and that gasoline can no 
longer be poured through the 
motor of the family car with light 
thought and abandon as in the 
olden days. 


Pfc. MOREANE ALLDRITT, 
former chief operator at David 
City is now stationed at Newport, 
Arkansas. Moreane says: “It’s my 
present address—and seemingly it 
will be—for the duration and six 
months.” 


Two bouquets to Pfc. LLOYD 
CLEVELAND—first for the ‘‘pfc.” 
rating, then for his selection to 
attend the army administrative 
and personnel classification school 
at Washington and Jefferson Uni- 
versity. In view of these achieve- 
ments we aren’t going to tell a 
couple of Cleveland army experi- 
ences that are making the rounds 
in certain channels. No need to 
dim the lustre of his 
triumphs. 


JACOB ALBRANDT, Fireman 
1/e. and BUD EDEN, E.M. 3/c., 
both of the SeaBees were home 
on leave during the month. DICK 
GRANT returned on leave from 
boot camp at Farragut, Idaho. T/5 
DICK HARTLEY had a fourteen- 
day furlough from Temple Texas 
and Lt. ART HOLCOMB was in 
on short leave from Nashville, 
Tennessee. JACOB SANDOVAL, 
now at Newport News, Virginia 
was in York recently. 

BUD EDEN’S public had been 
waiting for his leave with bated 
breath. Word trickled out of 
the east that the hair cut Bud 
received upon his entrance into 
the SeaBees should rank in his- 
tory right beside the tonsorial 
catastrophe that Samson received 
at the hands of a lady barber in 
Biblical times. There may have 
been some exaggeration to these 
reports but many of those who 
got a glimpse of Bud with his hat 
off haven’t yet recovered from 
the shock. 


Pvt. GENEVIEVE GRIFFIN, 
David City Traffic department, is 
with the 721 WAC Post Head- 
quarters, March Field, California. 


RECENT PROMOTIONS 


L. W. CLEVELAND, Pvt. to Pfc. 

GENE W. GEMMELL, Pvt. to Cpl. 

VIRGIL GRAVES, A/S to S 2/c. 

LESLIE G. HANSEN, A/C to 2nd 
Lt. 

A. M. NEWENS, 2nd Lt. to Ist Lt. 

JOSEPH C. NOSKY, Pfc. to Cpl. 


recent 


1. Our latest lieutenant, Leslie G. Hansen, son of the well-known George “Noodles” Hansen, construc- 

tion department. 2. T/5 Dick Hartley, temporarily attached to the McClosky general hospital at 

Temple, Texas. 3. Pvt. Cloyd D. Bucknell is with an armored signal company at Camp Campbell, 

Kentucky. 4. Joe Geist, A.S. is taking V-12 training at Peru, Nebraska. 5. Pfc. Harvey H. Bogema, 

whose home town is Adams, was a former member of the construction department. 6. Pvt. Lavelle 
E. Giles is with the army air force at Amarillo, Texas. 
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Ramona Francts., Assoctate Edttor 
District Office 

Dug around and got some news from 
the “home front” this month. We won- 
der how many people Know that Roy 
Carison is a “grandpop” again. It's a 
boy this time, and while Roy was a 
little shy about letting the news get 
out, he’s as proud as a peacock, don't 
think he isn’t! Congratulations, Roy! 

. While we’re on the subject of Roy 
we'll let vou in on the fact that he is 
getting along nicely at the Veterans 
hospital. We hope to have him back in | 
our midst again real soon... . If any- | 
one has something they want painted 
that requires just “that extra touch,” 


get hold of Art Keckler. 
of his snatches of vacation, he did a 


little paint job, and as we don’t think 
he’d want us to go into detail, the ob- | 
ject of his labors turned out so good | 
that it now occupys a conspicuous place 
in his home. Ask him about it and 
he might tell you about it. How about | 
t, Ax 
David Citv 

Julia Hilger and Elaine Marquis, re- 
cent brides, were honored at a shower | 
given by the operators and our book- 


keeper. Each was the recipient of a 
beautiful gift... . We welcome a new | 
member to our force. She is Nadine 


Aden of Rising Citv, former operator at 


Surprise. Gilad to have you with us, 
Nadine. Moreane Alidritt was a 
visitor in David City a few days ago. 
Miss Alldritt was our former chief ov- 
erator, but is now with the WACs in 
Newport, Arkansas... . Irene Swan was 
in Linecoin a few days ago. Anything 
new in Lincoln, Irene? . We're bet- 
ting that Ann Stump will not be Miss 


Stump much longer. We're all waiting 
and hoping that the end of the year 
will see some changes made. 


Milford 


Phyllis Stahly is now recovering from | 


a tonsillectomy. 
thank you. 


Progressing okay, 


Nebraska City 

Velma Abker returned from her 
cation this week after spending a few 
days in Omaha and Syracuse. 
tions will soon be over though. 
Josie Shoemaker 
home but intends 
in Omaha 
. We 
Copenhaver, 
operator, and 


a 7 No ~ Tile 
well as we like 


spending a 
shopping with 


day or 


So 
Gess 
assistant 
likes it here 
her. Miss Copenhaver 
assistant chief operator at Platts- 
mouth before coming here... 
Borland spent the week-end of Novem- 


our new 
hope she 


was 


While on one | 


va- | 
Vaca- | 
is enjoying herself at | 
Florence | 
wish to welcome Eunice | 


chief | 
as | 


Personalities 


i. 


Introducing William T. “Bill” Cochrane, who joined the Lincoln business office cashier force in recent months. 
Miss Betty Orme, of Lincoln, was a mid-December event. 


Bill’s marriage to 


2. Two members of the general office custodian’s force—K. L. Christensen 


(left) and Tom Raikes—do a bit of polishing. Since this picture was snapped, Mr. Christensen has joined the navy. 3. When Mrs. Ann 
Maney, exceedingly competent clerk in the Lincoln business office, turns this smile on customers—well, they just forget any arguments 


they had planned to make! 
erator, and Beth Mohler, 


able accounting department employees. 


assistant chief, at York. 
to our desk. So we are using it. The girl is Maxine Heidbreder, of Wahoo traffic. 


4. This attractive young lady is Vera Watson, oper ator at Utica. 


6. 


5. Maxine Barrett Pickrel (left) chief op- 
“People will say we’re in love” said the caption which accompanied this picture 
7. Anne Keegan, Lincoln—one of our most depend- 
Anne’s typically Irish sense of humor has made her a prime favorite with all Lincoln employees. 


8. And here is another popular and dependable employee—Ivan Paddack, manual switchboardman in the Lincoln service department. 


pheasant hunting and all the rest of 


the time was spent in traveling back 


. Nadine | 


and forth between home and the office | 
to see how well we were managing 
without a manager! . Norma Jean 


‘Gore spent the last week-end in Oc- 


but |. - 


ber 20 in Union visiting Mrs. Joyce | 
Moore. Mary Bartyzelle planned 
on visiting at the John Watson resi- 
dence in Thurman, Iowa recently 

they weren't at home. You enjoyed the 
trip anyway, didn’t you, Mary? : 
Marjorie Gess spent the week-end of 


20 at home on the farm... . 
Louise Fritsch went to Omaha, Novem- 
ber 27 to spend the day and do some 
shopping. Alvin Reed of Los 
Angeles, California, while visiting in 
Nebraska City for a few days, came up 
to see us. Mr. Reed was the switch- 
boardman here before moving to Cali- 
fornia. 


November 


Platismouth 


This seems to be a month for brides 
judging from the number of marriages 
coming among our employees. Our 
chief operator, formerly Hilda Wallen- 
gren, is now Mrs. Hilda Johanns. Lots 
of happiness to you and your husband, 
Mrs. Johanns! ... We lost Miss Copen- 
haver, former assistant chief operator, 
recently. She has been transferred to 
Nebraska City. We'll certainly miss 
you, Eunice. ... £ As our new assistant 
chief, we welcome Rose Janda. 
Elizabeth Edwards spent her vacation 
just relaxing at home....On Novem- 


ber 3, our employees had a regular 
bang up party at the office. “Bingo”’ 
was the favorite game of the evening 


and prizes were awarded to the win- 
ners for such. Needless to say, 
body had a wonderful time. 
Seward 
Grace Jones entertained the opera- 
tors at a Hallowe’en party at her home. 


Games and spook stories were the di- 
version of the evening, topped off with 


a mid-night show. Also, a delicious 
lunch was enjoyed by alli. Miss 
Kriegshauser, our chief operator, spent 


one week-end of her vacation at York 
and the rest of the time just loafing. 


| operator. 


tober with her grandparents in York. 
. Sohpia Windels and Margery Wen- 
ninghoff were recent Lincoln Shoppers. 


Tamora 


We wish to welcome our new chief 
She is Mrs. Leona Geseking. 
Good luck to you, Mrs. Geseking! 


Utica 


Edna Lierman has completed her 
training, as of November 6. Congratu- 
lations, Edna! Also, we learned that 


Edna shopped at Lincoln on November 


| 12. 


. Grace Marsh spent the after- 
noon of November 18 at York. . We 
had three visitors from Wahoo recently. 
They were Dorothy Vant, Margaret | 
Sehroeder, and Maxine Heidbreder. 


Wahoo 
November 5, Mrs. Calvin, our 
gave a party for the | 
A very delicious lunch 


On 
night operator, 
girls at Wahoo. 


' was served with coffee and ee 


staying at home. 


and the rest of the time was spent i 

playing cards. . Emily Hanus tells | 
us that she spent her vacation just | 
. On November 19, 


May Meduna w ent to Humboldt with , 


Mr. and Mrs. Dorland. Purpose? 


visit Ed Flowerday and his family. 


Genevieve Johnson spent Saturday, No- 


| vember 20 visiting in Fremont. She also 


every- | 
! 


Altogether a very enjoyable two weeks | 


vacation. 
Burns, 


Helen Greiner, Ruth 
and Shirley Stovick spent the 


week-end of October 21 at Lincoln. A | 


grand time was had by all. . 
to rise doesn’t seem to agree much 
with Evelyn Waite. She just couldn’t 
get her eyes open one morning and so 
we have the following: While ambling 
to work she felt something pricing 
her legs and when she looked down, 
she got the surprise of her life. It even 
woke her up. She discovered she was 
wearing a coat that was on the verge 
of being made. Poor Evelvn had to re- 
trace her steps and go home to change 
coats... . If anyone wants a good dog- 
man, get in touch with Dick Manners. 
He progressing nicely in the train- 
ing of two dogs. 


.. Barly 


is 


Svracuse 

When Joyce Tucker resigned from 
our staff to attend the University of 
Nebraska, she thought she was getting 
away from this type of work but she 
was badly mistaken. Miss Tucker is 
now an operator at the P.B.X. board in 
the dormitory. . . November 15 we 
welcomed Manager Ager back from his 
vacation. Three of these days were 
spent husking corn, one was used for 


got fn a little shopping. 


Weeping Water 


Mrs. Lloyd Lane of Spokane, Wash- 
ington, was a recent visitor to the 
office. Mrs. Lloyd was formerly an op- 
erator. . Olga Pehrson is home from 
the hospital but as yet is unable to 
work. Come back real soon, Olga. 


Lincoln Departments 


Accounting and Engineering 
Deparimenis 


Ruth Brown, Associate Editor 

By now, everyone has recovered from 
Thanksgiving turkey and is beginning 
to think about hanging up their socks 
in a position most likely to catch some- 
thing that old Santa Claus might drop 
in. We'll accept anything that Uncle 
Sam wants to send too—say something 
done up in a nice uniform, with shiny 


ornaments and colored service ribbons! 


. Thelma Verno’s brother came home 
to Blue Springs to spend a furlough, so 
Thelma spent her ‘‘furlough” there too. 

. Helen Pickard is the proud aunt 
of twin nieces born a short time ago! 
Best regards to Bonnie and Connie! 

Catherine Daugherty is confined 
to her home by illness at this writing. 


We hope she’ll be back with us soon. 


. Dorothy Carlson was also ill for 
several days but is well again and back 
on the job. ... Meurice Franklin and 
John Backstrom vacationed for a week 
around Thanksgiving. Mr. F. was ac- 
tually unhappy about having a vaca- 
tion 
to do! Mr. B. said he had a lot of fun 
“puttering’ around home. He intends 
to do it again in December... . Two 
new girls have joined the revenue sec- | 
tion. Meet Darleen Foreman and 


‘cause he couldn’t find anything | 


Loryne Aksamit. ... Virginia Chaffin 
nee her husband at Slippery Rock, 
Pennsylvania prior to his. being trans- 
| ferred for further study. . “Seabee” 
ES Eden visited the engineering de- 
| 


partment about November 29. Having 
completed one phase of training, he was 
given a short furlough. “Seabeeing”’ 
seems to agree with Bud and we hear 
he looks mighty “‘dapper” in that navy 
blue. ... Pat Flynn and Edwin Brehm 
of the printing service section vaca- 
tioned during the month of November, 
as did J. L. Lyne of the engineering 
department. H. J. Soderholm’s 
son, a Lieutenant in the Army, spent 
his furlough with his father in Lincoln. 

. Could you all stand another in- 
stallment on the life of Ahl and Ross? 
They have a mania for finding some- 
thing drastic to do every Saturday and 
| Sunday! Now they have taken up corn 
| shelling of all things! But we've really 
‘got the inside dope this time on why 
| they are so crazy about the work! It 
turns out that they are doing the shell- 
ing at Carl’s sister’s farm and his sister 
'is a wonderful cook! Consequently, the 
| boys try to look as though they’ve 
husked their fingers down to stubs just 
so they have a good excuse for laying 
a away the huge meals that are put upon 
'the table! And they’ve probably made 
/a deal to add the corn cobs to their 
' famous woodpile! Kinda corny, isn’t it? 
. Merry Christmas, kids! 


Construction Department 
Vera Baade, Associate Editor 


To |: 

Wesley E. Hayes, former employee of 
this department, stopped a minute to 
say “‘hello”’ while home on leave. He is 
now in the “SeaBees.”’ . Lt. Arthur 
W. Holcomb also surprised us on his 
furlough. He is at the present sta- 
tioned at Nashville, Tennessee, where 
he has been on maneuvers. « oat, 
Sterling Dobbs just recently spent a 
short furlough with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. A. Dobbs. fe received 
his wings as a pilot in the Army Air 
Corps. Sterling is now stationed at the 
heavy bombardment school at Salt 
Lake City. . Olaf A. Nelson vaca- 
tioned a week at his home. . doy A. 
Dobbs says he spent his week’s vaca- 
tion at home doing the least possible— 
but he did mention the fact that he as- 
sisted with the fall house cleaning and 
also that he had a date with the den- 
tist—doesn’t appear to be much rest 
there for you, Joy. . William P. Conn 
tried his luck with hunting while on his 
vacation. It seems he had some sort o* 
/an accident with his gun. You might 
ask “Bill’’ about the event. . . We 
are happy to report that Clyde W. 
Boyles and Paul A. Schmeltzer are 
both back on the job. 
| 


General Offices 
Christine Hubbell, Associate Editor 


The general commercial department 
was honored with a visit from one of 
the former employee’s, Mary Margaret 
Pohlenz. Surely seemed nice to see you 
| M.M.! Come up again! ... By the time 
you readers scan this column, one of 
our employees will have changed her 
name from Bonnie Nelson to Bonnie 
Briggs. She will have taken the fatal 
| step December 17, and will take over 
the art of housekeeping in Texarkana, 
Texas. The general commercial de- 


partment wishes you much happiness, 
. Richard Reed, mail mes- 
senger boy, did not have an exciting 
Thanksgiving vacation as he spent the 
forepart of that week at home nursing 
a bad cold. ... Joe Hartley’s home was 
a happy one Thanksgiving Day because 
his son, ‘Dick,’ had a fourteen day 
furlough that took in the holiday. He 
helped eat the turkey that Joe carved. 
When you see Joe, ask him how he 
likes to carve meat. ... Louise Erd- 
mann of the general commercial de- 
partment enjoyed a nice peaceful vaca- 
tion at home the latter part of No- 
| vember. Marian Blake, general 
commercial department had a very 
happy Thanksgiving as she enjoyed 
four days at her home at Auburn— 
feasting and sleeping! As for the rest 
of us we stayed in Lincoln “stuffing” 
ourselves on Turkey day. ... Santa is 
just around the corner, so here’s wish- 


ing you all a very happy Christmas! 


Supply Department 


John Reed, Associate Editor 

Many of us had the usual Thanks- 
giving turkey, or a reasonable facsi- 
mile thereof, and stayed at home on 
November 25. With that holiday behind 
us and the Christmas season drawing 
nigh, we are taking this opportunity to 
wish everyone of you a Merry Christ- 
mas! ... Mrs. Ila Wylder was trans- 
ferred to the construction office from 
the supply department on November 
29 to assume the position of secretary | 
to Paul Schmeltzer, construction super- 
intendent. She replaces Vera Baade, 
who left to be with her husband in 
Florida. Although Ila will still be in 
the same building, your correspondent 
bemoans the fact that he will not have 
the services of his capable co-reporter. 
Let’s hone the office grapevine will still 
be available to him. . Richard E. 
Grant, who entered the navy last Sep- 
tember, was a welcome visitor to the 
warehouse on November 29. He has 
just completed his training course and 
is now seaman, second-class. Dick is 
returning within a week to Farragut, 


Idaho for assignment to additional 
training for the electrical or hospital 
branch of the navy, depending on 


which will be available to him. Wish 
you luck, Dick! ... Robert D. Tucker 
was in the warehouse on November 24 
on a surprise visit to the gang. Bob 
used to work in the general shop, leav- 
ing for another job and later entering 
the army. He is now out of the army, 
having been honorably discharged on 
account of a rheumatic condition that 
interfered with his army duties. He is 
staying with his parents in Grand 
Island. Mrs. Marjorie Risher, 
stenographer to Ernest Royce, resigned 
on November 22 to go to South Caro- 
lina where her soldier-husband is sta- 
tioned. Verda Ashford, who re- 
cently entered the employment of the 
Company to assist on Stacy’s inventory 
team, is taking Fern Poska’s place as 
order typist in the supply office. Fern 
had resigned her position last month, 
and was recently seen on a visit to her 
cena in the office after making a 
trip to California. . We have an- 
| other part-time man in the person of 
Eugene G. Brady, who started in the 
storerocom on November 22. , SS. & 
Lawrence spent his vacation, November 


SN eee 


3 to 13, visiting relatives in Nashville, 
Tennessee and Higdon, Alabama. Ken- 
neth also visited scenic spots near Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee, including Lookout 
Mountain. He was accompanied by his 
mother. ... Ruth Marrow, stenographer 
to Harry Smith in the garage office, 
took her vacation from November 14 
to 24. Ruth tells us that she didn’t do 
much except to help with home chores, 
among them, putting up storm win- 
dows! . W. T. Backus was in the 
general shop on a visit to his old 
friends there on November 23. Wallace 
says that now his garden is out of the 
way he is not so busy and is now help- 
ing take care of the Knights of Pythias 
Hall in College View. ... We recently 
heard about O. P. Knee, who is making 
his winter residence at 1089 W. 10th 
St., San Bernardino, California. At the 
present time he is taking care of a fish 
pond—not to fish there, since it is only 
big enough for gold fish. He also has 
a chicken yard to look after, so he is 
keeping himself pretty well occupied. 


Please send the “News” your 
snapshots of employees. We 


urgently need them for future 
use in this page! 


Lincoln Commercial Department 
A. B. Gorman, Associate Edttor 

We had hoped that a truck would run 
over somebody like Ruth Franklin or 
Verna Alexander so there would be at 
least a small item in the way of news 
for this issue, but we never do have 
any luck. ... To begin with there are 
two apologies we have to make from 
last month’s topics. Bette (Ratty) 
Rathburn thinks there was an intima- 
tion that her face looked like a horse, 
and we assure her there was no such 
innuendo. In fact, we have done con- 
siderable research on the subject to 
prove the point. We have compared 
pictures of her face and horses’ faces 
and have reached two conclusions, first, 
that there is little if any resemblance, 
and, second, that horses are better 
looking animals than we ever thought 
they were. ...And Lee Schlentz was 
perturbed because we said he had a 
military figure because everything had 
gone to the front. He maintains we 
shouldn’t make cracks about his figure 
because he says he is as much a “he 
man” as anybody in the place. And he 
has hair on his chest to prove it. Pos- 
sibly he is a “he man,” and we won't 
dispute it, but we don’t get the point 
of his argument. Maybe he does have 
hair on his chest, but after all so does 
a cocker spaniel. ... We noticed Vir- 
ginia Willman, Jean Miller and Evelyn 
Pruss doing a lot of their work stand- 
ing up recently. It seems that they got 
the idea they were “Pistol Packin’ 
Mammas” and went out to Pioneers for 
some horse back riding. From the ac- 
counts we hear, however, the horses 
had a better day than the female buck- 
aroos. ... It isn’t polite to point, but 
Gladys Genevieve Cox spent a week 
at it last month. She said it was on ac- 
count of the splint on her finger, but 
we think she just likes to point at 
things to make other people look... . 
It seems that we have grossly under- 
estimated Cleveland. When he first 


o 2 
% oes 
q 
ms 7 — ‘ 
>: 
; 
3 
3 
* * 
- oo 
i 
5 ®. 
a 4 
x oe 
, 
x 
Leen eee eee ae aaa eee 8 8888888... 
. . . . 


in the Month's News 


went into the Army, we thought he 
wouldn’t amount to much and would 
have trouble there just like he had 
collecting his accounts here. And after 
we heard that his first pay check was 
for three cents, we were further con- 
vinced. However, a friend who read 
Hartley’s column by mistake told us it 
says there that Cleveland is getting 
along fine. He has only been in the 
Army four months and is a private al- 
ready. . Here are a few items of 
interest for some of the old timers. 
Mrs. Robert G. Lewis, formerly Mildred 
Landis, of Vancouver, Washington re- 
cently announced the arrival of her 
second son. Edna Langewisch, and we 
don’t know her married name, now of 
Portland, Oregon, stopped in briefly 
with her husband during a recent visit. 
Aldean Wood wrote us a few weeks 
ago from Dawson Creek, British Co- 
lumbia, Canada. She likes her job and 
the country but is disappointed with 
the wolves there. The only ones that 
give her a second glance are those 
without hats. One rather insig- 
nificant item that we overlooked last 
month, and probably should have this 
month, was Claude Helm’s auto acci- 
dent. It really wasn’t much. He just 
bent the door handle and scratched the 
old buggy a little. But Helm claims it 
wasn’t his fault because he couldn't 
see the other car. We were skeptical 
until we checked up his history and 
found that he did have “seeing trouble” 
years ago in Missouri. In fact, his kin 
folks actually thought he was blind un- 
til he was eighteen when he fell down 
back of the hog lot, and his uncle ran 
over him with a mowing machine and 
cut his hair. 


Lincoln 'Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 
Norma Roeder spent her vacation 
from November 3 to 15, visiting with 
relatives in Lebo, Kansas. Mrs. 
Doris Schneider, former switchroom 
employee, has been helping out in that 
department during Miss Roeder’s ab- 
sence. It seems like old times to see 
Doris there again. ...W. P. Shuck, C. 
E. Lawson and D. C. Gilmore have re- 
sumed work again after being on the 
sick list for several days with the flu. 
. W. H. Webster spent his vacation 
working around the home and washing 
the dishes for the Missus. Geo. 
Mann spent the last week of his vaca- 
tion from October 24 to 30, just staying 
at home. ...H. E. Jenkins has com- 
pleted re-wiring key forms on the 
twelve Dean positions on the Lincoln 
toll switchboard. E. Wedgwood 
spent his vacation moving, but he did 
manage to find time to make two trips 
to Wilcox, Nebraska, to do some pheas- 
ant hunting. . Harve Colvin vaca- 
tioned from October 21 to 27. During 
that time he had an attack of sciatic 
rheumatism, and although his condition 
is better he is not able to return to 
work. ... Adella Kyckelhahn was also 
absent for several days due to rheuma- 
tism. ... E. L. Martin spent his vaca- 
tion from October 24 to 30 fishing on 
the Missouri river, and also doing some 
hunting. He also spent some time at 
the Indian Reservation at Walthill.... 
G. B. Keith has returned to Lincoln 
after making inspections of the dial 
exchange C.O.E. in the Western dis- 
trict. F. P. Darnold is assisting 
with work in the Geneva office. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
Jeanne Holmes, Associate Editor 


It seems that news is just plain 
scarce in the Lincoln traffic depart- 
ment, or maybe it’s that your corres- 
pondent hasn’t the knack for prying 
around to see what’s going on behind 
the doors of the operating room. To 
get to the point, any suggestions or 
comments for the news will be greatly 
appreciated. Simply address your notes 
to Jeanne Holmes, Room 305. Thanks! 
. Clara Edelmaier has left our force 
to make her home in Boston... . Helen 
Phillips was recently married, and 
while we’re on the subject, Virginia 
Bowman, Betty Janssen and Erna 
Squyers are planning December wed- 
dings. Best wishes! ... Frances Clinton 
has entered a nurses’ training program 
in Omaha. More power to you, Frances! 
.. But wait! ! We don’t lose all of the 
time. Let us introduce our new girls. 
In Miss Ronhovde’s toll class, there are 
three students— Ruth Abrams, Mary 
McDonald and Esther Nicholson. New 
local operators are Mabel Weyers, 
transferred from Sterling, Dorothy 
Garland, and Donna Zehrung. Mrs. 
Gerd Cavalli, toll operator, from 
“Sunny California,’”’ will be with us 
while her husband is stationed at the 
Lincoln Air Base. ... Jeanne Arth, and 
Helen Olmstead have returned from 
recent vacations and at the present 
time Phyllis Rising and Janice Robin- 
son are enjoying “late in the year” va- 
cations. ... We understand that Marion 
Nieman is planning a trip to Sioux 
City, Iowa to visit Virginia McCarthy, 
a former Company employee... . Last 
but not least, by far—congratulations 
to Elna Robertson, Beth Schoenholz, 
and Lorena Clark, all of whom are 
wearing a sparkling diamond on their 
“left and third.” 


Southern District 
Harlan Gillespie, Associate Editor 
Auburn 


Vera Clark was a Lincoln visitor 
November 5. . Esther McLain and 
Vera Clark spent October 27 in Omaha. 
. Louise Bennett is our new student 
operator. We welcome you, Louise.... 
Gene Vineyard is on vacation dividing 
his time between Wymore and Marys- 
ville, Kansas. ... Karina Jezewski was 
an Omaha visitor November 23. 


Beatrice 


George Eggleston took his vacation 
the latter part of October. . . ete tk 


Schoulborg had a tussle with the flu. 
him down, but 
by a lot of wise “counsel” 
from the boys the “back room,” 
this surely helped a little). . Our 
popular testboardman, Dan Higgins, 
having a few sessions with 
Dan claims it’s painful in 
than . Ruth Potts 
Hastings. We 
.. Lucile 


> Said it nearly got 


. sINor 
a> asuicu 


> > " > 
ao wen 


one. 

transferred to 
* to see her leave. . 
resigned to be 
known as Mrs. Leon 
. Wilma Grupe spent No- 
bowling with one of 
it the state tournament in 
. We welcome Mrs. Dorothy 
Kioke as a new member of our 


Judean Carpenter 


soon be 


ic department 
> 


ort Smith, Arkansas. ... Sarah Seck- 
man is now wearing a new ring on her 
third finger, left hand. One of those 
things. . Yvonne Norton 
* week-end in Lexington vis- 

parents. 
visited her home at 
nt week-end. 


Swanton on 


Burchard 
November 1 in 


spent 


Cook 
Mary Estes had as visitors during the 
} f October 25, 
. Army and Joe and Mildred 
Kansas City. 


‘ 
F (ip : 


Estes of 


Fairbury 


-Marie Brewer spent from November 8 


|From all reports it took several coats 


married— | 


to 22 at.-her home in Nelson. ... Also 
vacationing from November 15 to 22 


was Jim Dudgeon. It seems as though 
Jim made good use of his vacation by 
helping to overcome the manpower 
shortage and doing his own painting. 


before the job met with the approval 
of Mrs. Dudgeon. 
U.S.S. Beatty, recently reported sunk 
in the Mediterranean area, was Bernard 


|L. Herzog, husband of Mrs. Alma Her- 


/zog, commercial clerk. 
our | 


traf- | 


Alma has been 
hope that “no news is 
and on November 27 re- 


living on the 
good news” 


ceived word from him that he is OK. | 


... On November 15, Mary Ann Swan- 


son attended funeral services in Hol- 


pent her vacation visiting her sister at | 


drege for her grandmother. 
Hastings Plant Department 
First, hasten to 


let us assure you 


that we are all wrong in kidding Ralph 


Norma Tachovsky | 


Russell Estes of. 


Joyee Schmitt is winding up the va- | 


cations in the Fairbury exchange, by 
spending it in Boulder, Colorado, with 


Margaret Jean Richardson, a former 
operator. Shirley Bradshaw and 
Mary Jackson spent November 12 in 
Lincoln. We are sorry to report 
that Mrs. Schenk has been ill for the 


last few days. ... Jean Gill spent the 
week-end of November 13 in Hutchin- 
on, Kansas visiting friends. ... There 
are two new sparklers flashing around 


Wait about his ‘“‘three dollar dog!” At 
long last, the famed dog has arrived 
in town. Some Santa Claus called at 
the back door and left a crate with a 
nice little puppy for Mr. Wait. The 
“purp”’ really doesn’t look like he had 
any hunting blood in him but Wait says 
she is well trained already. (Ed. Note: 
In case you don’t know it, this dog is 
NOT the one that cost Ralph three 
dollars!) Rest assured that she has a 
fine home as Wait was up three times 
the first night to take care of her. 
Mrs. Wait says she now has two dogs 
for sale so anyone wanting a good 
hunting dog or a nice little puppy 
please contact Mrs. Wait. ... Visitors 
during the month included those 
“Three Musty Steers,’ Paul Schmelt- 
zer, Clyde Boyles and Ralph Stebbings. 
We were also favored by visits from 
Mr. Behm, Mr. McCulla, Mr. Brewster 
and Fred Adkins. . The old home 
town really turned out in force to wel- 
come Sam Jackson when he arrived. 


In fact the local police went so far in 


the office this past month—on none 
thers than Chief Operator Pearl | 


Bishop and Cashier Mandane Reid. As 
when, the answer we recelve 1s: 
“When will the war be over?” 
Humboldi 
Visitors in our office this month were 


Mrs. Cecil Morehead, Caroline Hunley, 
and Betty Stitt, operators from Paw- 
nee Citv. Also Manager Ed Dorland 


and Mae Meduna, cashier at Wahoo, 
made an appearance in the Humboldt 
office. Viola Clough spent No- 
vember 18 in Lincoln... . Betty Burow 
was in Lincoln visiting November 16. 
The emplovees enjoyed a Hallo- 
picnic at the cabin at the Scout 
Park, October 25. The evening was 
frving hamburgers, popping corn, 
¢ games and just having fun. The 

as also in |} our Man- 


we en 


i honor of 
ager Ed Flowerday and his family... 
Ernma Lee King visited 


Tamburege,. Iowa, November 10.... Rose 
“ankhauser visited friends in Falls 
October 29. 
Steinauer 
Mrs. Divis spent a few days in Colon 
‘isiting relatives. 
Sterling 


Adelaide Christline is our new oper- 
ator Mable Wevyers was trans- 
err to Lincoln, November 22. 

Table Rock 
Pearl Freeman was a Falls City 
November 11. 

Tecumseh 


Murphy, Harold Drake, Jack 
and Charles Meshier attended 
the Tecumseh-Beatrice football game 
in Beatrice, October 22. Joan 
Lempka entertained that said naval 
aviation cadet the week-end of October 
28... Harold Drake and family attend- 
the funeral of Harold’s brother’s 
baby boy, November 1. ... Alex Hal- 
verstadt returned to work November 2 
after his two weeks’ vacation. ; 
Golda Thompson’s daughter, Mrs. Vic 
Buethe, visited her the week-end of 
October 30. ... Jerry Murphy went to 


Mrs. 


visitor, 


T - ™ 
J erry 


rowier, 


ed 


| 


| 
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} 


{ 
| 
\ 


| 
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extending their welcome that they 
gave Sam an overtime parking ticket 
as Well as the key to the city. Sam says 
if they would only give him the key 
to a nice desirable house everything 
would be fine. . . . Lloyd Voter spent 
the week-end of November 27 at home 
and in Omaha where he took his 
physical for the Army. 
Keith finished his inspection of autd- 
matics in this territory so we don’t 
have to put up with those stories of 


-his for awhile. Incidentally, “Gunner” 


Dudgeon was glad to see him leave as 
George was stealing Jim’s soap box. 
Lois Lindstrom spent “Turkey 


Day”’ in Gresham. Incidentally, if you 


know of anyone who may want tele- 


relatives in| 


phone service, just refer them to Lois. 
By this time, she has pretty well 


learned the art of assigning numbers | 


and cable pairs so she is well quali- 


fied to help anyone who is in distress. | 
. With the hunting season drawing | 


to a close we are glad to report that 
Mr. Young had the distinction and 
pleasure of actually shooting the one 
goose which he wanted. It seems that 
a flock of ducks came down the river 
with a lone goose among them. L. P. 
took one shot and got his goose which 
made that particular trip a success 
for Mr. Young. 
Hastings Traffic Department 

Miss Markuson 


Before left us, a 


group of girls entertained her at a fare- 


well dinner on November 18. She was 
presented a gift from the girls of the 
Hastings office. Lillian Elliott, 
chief operator, spent the week-end of 
November 20 in Grand Island visiting 
at the C. A. Harr residence. ... Mrs. 
Irene Combs is spending her vacation 
in Lincoln. . .. Lauretta Einspahr has 
returned from her vacation. She spent 


'most of it with her family in Holstein. 
_... Jean Stafford and Lois Smith spent 
' the week-end of November 20 at their 


| Tecumseh 


LineoiIn, October 26. ... Mr. and Mrs. | 


Jack Fowler spent the week-end of No- 


vember 6 visiting relatives at Weep- 
ing Water. Edna Ragon enter- 
tained two nephews, who were home 


on furlough November 14 and 21.... 
June Nichols of Lincoln spent the 
week-end of November 20 visiting her 
mother, Mrs. Hazel Nichols. ... Hazel 
Nichols and Golda Thompson gave a 
miscellaneous shower for Donna Phil- 
lips Rugha, November 22. She and her 
husband leave November 26 to make 
their home at Roswell, New Mexico. 
Wilber 

Lumer Vosika spent his ten-day vaca- 
tion at home. . Area Manager and 
Mrs. W. L. Eckles of Plattsmouth were 


visitors in the L. M. Miller home and 
also at this office. Mary Helen 
Kozak, Viola Knapp, Anna 


incoln shoppers this month. 


Western District 


Betty Hager, Associate Editor 
Geneva 

Clara Lee Chadderdon and Marge 
Chadderdon resigned November 13 and 
20, respectively, and plan to return to 
their home in Rayville, Louisiana... 
Diamonds are quite the rage this year. 
Winona Bobbitt and Eloise Anderson 
are each sporting one. ... Nata Her- 
shey, chief operator at Tobias, has been 
transferred to the Geneva exchange. 

. Linnea Ekdahl spent the week-end 
of November 6 at her home in Polk. 


Ci 


home in David City. ... Dorothy Oster- 
thun spent several days recently in 
visiting her brother who 
was home on furlough. . We are 
glad to welcome Ruth Potts, one of our 
new toll operators, who moved here 
with her parents from Beatrice. 

Local operators joining our force re- 
cently are Lucile Linda, who was trans- 
ferred from York, Bonnie Harrington 
and Patricia Traphagan. Welcome, 
girls! ... Mrs. Lucille Stephenson, for- 
mer chief operator, is back with us 
again. She is filling the 
left by Mrs. Wait. We're glad to have 
you back with us, Mrs. Stephenson. 
... Mrs. Sara Hempel is a new operator 
at the Harvard Air Base. Lucile Linda 
and Mattie Peterson are also new op- 
erators at the Base. . Mrs. Marie 


| Stevens spent the week-end of Novem- 


| 


ber 20 in Grand Island, doing a bit of 
Christmas (?) shopping. ... Kathleen 
Sherman spent an unexpected vacation 
nursing a case of the mumps. ... We 


Aboard the | 2nd Esther Wells is taking her place at 


George | 


vacancy | 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


guests in the home of Mrs. Mayme 
Carroll for a few days during Novem- 
ber were her son and his wife of Oma- 
| ha, Mrs. Helen Way of Oklahoma City, 
|, and Mrs. Alice Nehe of Lincoln. 


| Superior 
Madeline Troudt, janitress, is still 
| receiving treatment in a local hospital 


| the office. “Shrimp” Whitney is 
/hoping for a snow, which, he believes, 
will help him bring in more game on 
| his hunting trips. Vacations are 
just about over. This month is vacation 
| time for Area Manager Frank F. Kubat, 
who is spending his time doing odd jobs 
about the new home and visiting rela- 
| tives within a short driving distance. 
... Melba Richards, chief operator, has 
returned from Lincoln and Oklahoma 
City. In the southern city, she visited 
Cozie Bruckert, former assistant chief 
operator at this exchange. . Mar- 
guerite Buckles braved the transporta- 
tion problems and visited her sister in 
Idaho. . . . Marie Brewer of the Has- 
tings commercial office visited at this 
exchange during her recent vacation. 


Sutton 


Fred Adkins, area manager, has re- 
turned from his week’s vacation. The 
commercial girls noticed a big scratch 
on his “‘puss’’ and quizzed him about 


the matter. His reply was, “A cat 
scratched me.’ Does he expect us to 
believe that? ... Iris Barbee, cashier, 


Nebraska. We wonder how long she 
had to hoard gas to get that far from 


home. . . . Thanksgiving was just too 


much for Assistant Chief Operator 
Catherine Kahm. Don’t stuff so much 
next time, Catherine. Miriam 


Griess, commercial clerk, shared her 
turkey dinner with twenty-five rela- 
tives. 


York 


Mrs. June (she got her man) Fischer 
and Ardith Mason are just off the stu- 
dent toll list. Their recent teacher, 
Mrs. Pflughaupt, is reportedly the next 

|one up for a nervous breakdown... . 
We lost Lucile Linda to Hastings (good 
luck, Lucile) and acquired Mrs. Breden- 
kamp on local. . Miss Watson is 
teaching Phyllis Carlson and Orpha 

| Friesen their p’s and q’s on toll. 
| Maxine Barrett, chief operator, finally 

;caught up with Ensign Pickrel and 
| brought him back to the finish line. It 
isn’t that he didn’t run fast enough— 
Maxine had been practicing for weeks. 
Best wishes, Maxine! ... Margy Mapes 

| won a compact at the air base. It was 
first prize for the jitterbug champion. 
| Any other traffic office have a cham- 
pion? That girl can dance! Speaking of 

_dancing, what was Eleanor Buller do- 

ing sitting in the middle of the floor 
at the auditorium? Decided to sit this 
one out, no doubt. .. . Someone mailed 

George Mehuron a poem. He blames it 

on Edna Pflughaupt. Poor woman, she 
gets blamed for everything. 


spent Thanksgiving Day in Burwell, 


TIME MARCHES 
BACKWARD! 


Company History As Reflected 
In “Telephone News” Files. 


Twenty-Five Years Ago 


The Abie exchange is under 
quarantine because of the flu — 
and this sign may be seen in the 
window: “Nobody is allowed in 
here. 
talk to anybody, go down to 
= the old creamery was be- 


fore.” 


Word has been received that 
Winfield Breese, formerly chief 
clerk for District Plant Chief 
Behm, was killed this month in 
an airplane accident in France. 
(Ed. Note: Mr. Breese was the 
only one of the 144 L. T. & T. em- 
ployees in service to meet death.) 

K. B. Cary, northern district in- 
spector, has been acting manager 
at David City pending the re- 
covery of Manager Gille. 


| Names in the month’s news: 
Frank Beltzer, J. B. Flanagan, 
| Catherine Gillen, Sgt. Chris Hab- 
|erman, Anne Keegan, Ed Phelan, 
John Mosher, Carrie Rassmussen, 
G. T. Sprecher, Frances Virgil. 


| Fifteen Years Ago 


| W. H. Spurlock has been ap- 
‘pointed manager at Milford. He 


_are glad to report that Thanksgiving |1S to be replaced as manager at 


} 


Aden, everyone 
&melia Aden and Lavina McElroy were | again. 


| 


' 
i 
| 


had no bad results on any of the girls. 
Friday morning rolled around and 
was ready to start work 


Hebron 


Margaret Bethscheider, chief oper- 


ator, spent part of her vacation, from 
| November 1 to 15, in Oklahoma City. 


.. . Several of our operators have been | 


on the sick list. Regina Bethscheider 


| the 


and Annabelle Singleton were two of 


victims. Mrs. Pace had the flu 
while her young daughter had the 
mumps. ... Funeral services were held 


_November 24 for a brother of Dorothy 


| Stowell. 


He was killed in an accident 
on Friday, November 19. Our sincere 


‘sympathy goes to Dorothy and her 


. New girls this month include Merle | 


Spangler, Jeanette Freeman and La- 
Verne Langetieg. . Evelyn DuBois 
returned to the office after having 
spent some time visiting relatives in 
Oklahoma. Winona Bobbitt and 
Marian Hillgren spent October 27 in 
York. They also visited the traffic 
department in the York office. 
Hastings Commercial Department 
November seemed to be a much 
month for vacations by mem- 
the commercial department. 


chosen 


bers of 


|} spent November 5 


family. 
Polk 
The employees at this exchange en- 
joyed a Hallowe’en party in the tele- 
phone building on October 28. Refresh- 
ments were served after the evening’s 
entertainment. Loneta Anderson 
shopping in York. 
P Hope Bailey took her teachers 
exams November 20. 
Shelby 


Grace Lux spent a day in Loup City 
the last of October. . Thrasilla Alt 
enjoyed a day’s visit in Emmett, Ne- 
braska, on November 19. House 


'Raymond by Ed Dulin, formerly 
lof Nebraska City. 

| <A. B. Gorman has been em- 
'Ployed as clerk in the Lincoln 
| business office. 

' For some unkown reason mem- 
| bers of the former “happy family” 
'of Lincoln business office em- 
| ployees have stopped speaking to 
;each other. (Ed. Note: One won- 
i|ders if the preceding item dis- 
| closes the reason?) 

Vern Campbell, manager at Da- 
|vid City has been elected com- 
mander of the local American Le- 
| gion post. 

| While trimming trees recently, 
‘Claude Helm, of Syracuse, ran a 
thorn in his hand. Infection re- 


duty for the past several days. 
So that’s it. Well, it 
'will be nice to see Mr. Helm back 
| Names in the month’s news: Re- 
‘gina Bethscheider, Tillie Buehler, 
W. H. Caman, Francis Darnold, 


Mouden, Alvin Osborne, 
| Potter, George Walroth. 


Everybody who wants to | 


Ten Years Ago 


Mr. Agee’s Christmas letter, 
touching upon the bleak business 
conditions of this depression year, 
expresses high hopes and confi- 
dence for the turning of the trend 
back toward prosperity in 1934 
... (As most of us so well remem- 
ber, 1934 became the first of the 
“summer drought” years, adding 
crop failure to the burdens al- 
ready borne by the agricultural 
mid-west.) 

Names in the month’s news: 
Fred Adkins, Mrs. Rex Alley, R. 
V. Clifford, Harve Colvin, Grover 
Griffith, Jack Mankamyer, W. R. 
Minich, Lyman Neff, Ted Ray, 
R. I. Schouborg, Carrie William- 
son. 


Five Years Ago 


The finale of the “Bring Home 
the Bacon” campaign found 
Stromsburg area nosing out Fair- 
bury area in the home stretch to 
gain the sales crown and the prize 
party. Until the next campaign, 
the care and feeding of the guinea 
pigs will be reluctantly performed 
by John Spady, head of the last- 
place Hastings area. 


Bertha Sharp, Crab Orchard 
and Harry Schilling, Lincoln, at | 
tained their thirtieth service an- 
niversaries during the month. | 

Alexander Staley, Lincoln, who 
retired from active service free 
years ago, died at a local hospital | 
on December 3rd. His son, Hugo, 
and daughter, Hattie, are present 
Lincoln service department em- 
ployees. 

Names in the month’s news: 
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H. F. Apking, Harold Brady, M. 
J. Brockmeyer, 
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District and Area Station Statistics 


Gain or Loss 


December, 1943 


Gain or Loss 


for Since 
November, 1943 January, 1943 

CENTRAL DISTRICT ................ 160 1,150 
EASTERN DISTRICT— 

1), a Lo i Gs § 9,’ See as a 14 69 

Webrasika City. 25... cence 26 126 

PYAtts ra OUGEy viscous tat 23 203 

MOWOTO “he int fe ee 5 142 

WANOO! Bara Seeie cc Se tra seds canted —7 —147 

Hi 197 Fc aR ACR ee 61 393 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT— 

PUA OVINE 9 Sait Saccacatescecteeiseten coves —5 58 

PGA E theese ee 8 215 

POMP OULY. Siactonatteecchaentornectics 27 151 

A PCTINIBO I nel ete ntacccce 5 69 

WTDGl oor ee a —| 71 

fc #2 lp eee eee dete ee eee 34 564 
WESTERN DISTRICT— 

RTONO VA. Sasecwtiiss cncesneerseuaes 16 674 

ASTI: SiGe oeseen 44 296 

Es Fc] 0150) 0 emer aN Oe ee 3 89 

<0! 0 |b eee an an 12 63 

SO 92) @ (6 | (Alea eee Oe —2 86 

SS LELONL. seovide cc cccs avert eeawes 16 268. 

bo | | aC a a, OG 9 185 

WOPAL: tiedvewt 8 ones cee aa 98 1,661 

US acs eS oes coe rete Nae eee 353 3,768 

Total Company stations as of November 30, 1943......70,232 


- 


zewski, Frank Kubat, Charles Ol- 
Gerald Caley,|son, R. C. Parsons, Florence Tat- 
Kathryn Hohnstein, Karina Je-!man, Rex Winders. 


es 


Many of you wno each month read A. B. Gorman’s Lincoln business office column on the “news 
notes” page —and we have to admit that he has a lot of fans throughout the territory — have probably 
wondered about his constant and very biting references to one Fielding K. Woods, manager of an office 
of the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company, in Baltimore, Md. Our newer employees are 
doubtless unaware that “the great Woods” —the title and the quotation marks are his own — once la- 


sulted and Mr. Helm has been off |bored in the Lincoln business office. He left us several years ago to join the eastern organization. Al- 


though Gorman and Woods are close friends, their affection has always taken the form of satirical in- 
sults. Recently, Woods sent Gorman a photograph (top picture) of himself and his attractive office 
force, and he challenged Gorman to come up with anything as good. Never one to be outdone, Gor- 
man gathered together an assortment of business office “glamour girls” and sat—and we do mean 
“sat” — for a picture. We’ll leave it to you, of course, but so far as the “News” is concerned it is a 
toss-up as to which of the two gentlemen looks like the biggest sap! But one must admit that the 
average of feminine pulchritude is very high in both pictures. With Gorman in the lower picture are, 
Laura Douty, J. C. Gear, Wm.|left to right, Ruth Franklin, Marie Stockton, Donna Inderlied, Jean Miller, Mary Booth, Gertrude Mer- 


John | riman, Mary Ann Hedstrom and Bette Rathburn. 


is “in Dutch” with every girl in the business office who was left out of his picture!) 


(The real pay-off on the whole affair is that Gorman 


